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Introducing new Microsoft Office 


for Windows 95 


Software that reveals Itself, removes the barriers between you and capabilities 
old and new. Software that doesn’t get in your way when you’re trying to work. 


\ 


Features that can streamline the way you work now reveal themselves 
as you work. Everyday tasks as basic as entering text are easier. Spell¬ 
checking and formatting happen automatically, on the fly. Applications 
that you once used in a limited fashion now offer you new and easier 
■H ways to use them, to do more with them. One of those ways is the 


HHHVHHHi Answer Wizard. When you have a question you simply type it in. “How do 
I get this page to print sideways?" It will show you how. Other wizards are built into individual 
programs to walk you through complex tasks. To create a customer database from scratch, you 
simply ask the Database Wizard to show you how. This is called IntelliSense™ technology, and 
it senses what you are doing, and helps you do it with fewer steps. It lets you focus on your 
work, not on making your software work. 



Now applications work together, w< 

work the way you always hoped th< 


New Microsoft® Excel, Word, PowerPoint? Microsoft 
Access, and Schedule-h Use them to work more 
effectively, to access and share information throughout 


your company, to conduct more in-depth analysis. Pull m&L 

information from one application into another seamlessly. Manage your key 
contacts in Schedule-i- and drop addresses into Word when you write them letters. 
Use PowerPoint’s Meeting Minder to take notes of your meeting, and then export 
them to Word to summarize. Use the new Office Binder to create a single 
document that uses components from all five programs. Combine a cover letter, 
financial projections, and professional-looking charts and graphs seamlessly into 
one document. Save and print it as one. Open it and have all the applications it uses 
launch at once. You spend less time going back and forth between programs. 
Less time working around obstacles. More time focusing on the task at hand. 


Microsoft 


| WHERE DO YOU WANT TO CO TODAY?' v | 







Together, the programs break down the barriers between you and other people. 
You find new ways to communicate, to share information, to collaborate. 


Now you can use Microsoft Word as your e-mail editor with the Microsoft Exchange Inbox in 
Windows 95. Create your messages in Word, and use all of its functionality, its formatting 



options, to communicate more clearly, more convincingly. With Word’s Internet Assistant,* you 
can browse the World Wide Web and publish your own documents there. If you subscribe to The 
Microsoft Network, you can access it directly from Office. FindFast lets 
you search company servers and individual desktops for information you 
need by typing a phrase or key word. Even finding the information you 
need to schedule a meeting is made simpler with the Meeting Wizard in 
Schedule-t-. It can find a time when your list of people can meet, locate a 
conference room, and notify everyone of the time and place. 


Now you can take full advantage of Windows 95. 

New Microsoft Office was designed to work hand-in-hand with the Windows® 95 
operating system and its simplified user interface. To make the most of 32-bit 
performance, long filenames, shortcuts, multitasking, and the Windows Explorer. 
Together, they make computing fundamentally easier and faster. They make it 
possible for you to spend less time computing, more time working effectively. 





















FAMILY BUDGET 


Just like a home office, there are two sides to our new Canon Color 
Bubble Jet" printers. One part prints crisp, colorful, office quality 

GRAPHICS AND TEXT FOR EVERYTHING FROM A NEW PROPOSAL TO A FINAL REPORT. 

Color Bubble Jet Printers 

You can work in color. 

They can play in color. 

Then, there’s the more colorful side. With fun new software we’ve 

INCLUDED, LIKE CRAYOLA^ ART™ HALLMARK CONNECTIONS” EVERYDAY GREETINGS' 
AND MORE, YOU CAN CREATE GREETING CARDS, STICKERS, EVEN PRINT ON FABRIC. 

Call us at 1-800-848-4123, Ext. 904. And find out what you can do. 

© 1996 Canon Computer Systems, Inc. Canon is a registered trademark and Bubble Jet is a trademark of Canon Inc. All other 
products and brand names are trademarks of their respective companies. Software included is available on CD only. Canon recommends 
using only Canon supplies and accessories. CCSI, 2995 RedhillAve., CA 92626. In Canada, call 1-800-263-1121, Ext. 904. 

Canon 


COOL STICKERS 









Compaq Notebooks. From Extr.1 



Notebooks That Really Take You Places. 


Wherever your work takes you, you can be sure that one 
of these Compaq 8 ’ notebook PCs makes sense for you. Call 
and ask about the Compaq Contura® 400 Series — a powerful 
combination of affordability and features. 

Or, if you’re looking for a high-performance Pentium® 
notebook, the Compaq LTE 5000” delivers the ultimate mix 
of power and flexibility. With several interchangeable devices 
and the functional Multi Bay" design, the LTE 5000 allows you to 


mix and match capabilities anywhere. This high-performance 
notebook can be used at home, on the road, or on your desk. 

Whichever Compaq notebook you choose, one of our 
optional Expansion Bases will make it work even harder for you. 
And since all our notebooks come with a 3-Year Worldwide 
Limited Warranty, you can count on Compaq support whether 
you’re working at home, or in one of COMPAQ. 

DirectP/us 


t 85 countries around the world. 


































Portable To Extra Powerful 




Contura 430C 

Contura 4I0CX 

LTE 5000 Model 510 

LTE 5000 Model 810 

Processor 

486DX4/100MHZ 

486DX4/100MHZ 

Pentium 75MHz 

Pentium 75MHz 

Std./Max. Memory 

8MB/32MB 

8MB/32MB 

8MB/72MB 

8MB/72MB 

Hard Drive 

720MB 

720MB 

510MB (removable) 

810MB (removable) 

Cache 

16KB Internal 

16KB Internal 

256KB, 64-Bit 

256KB, 64-Bit 

Diskette Drive 

Internal 3.5" 1.44MB 

Internal 3.5" 1.44MB 

Modular 3.5" 1.44MB 

Modular 3.5" 1.44MB 

Display 

10.4" Color Dual Scan 

10.4" Color TFT 

10.4" Color Dual Scan 

10.4" Color TFT 

Video Graphics 

32-Bit Local Bus 

32-Bit Local Bus 

32-Bit PCI Local Bus 

1 MB VRAM 

32-Bit PCI Local Bus 

1 MB VRAM 

PCMCIA Slots 

2 Type II or 

1 Type III 

2 Type II or 

1 Type III 

2 Type II or 

1 Type III 

2 Type II or 

1 Type III 

16-Bit Audio No No Yes Yes 

Internal CD-ROM Drive 

N/A 

N/A 

Optional 

Optional 

Integrated Pointing 
Device 

Optical Trackball 

Optical Trackball 

EasyPoint™ II 

EasyPoint II 

NiMH Battery 

3-5 Hours 

3-5 Hours 

2-4 Hours 

2-4 Hours 

Ports 

Keyboard/Pointing 

Device, Enhanced 

Parallel, Serial, 

External SVGA 

Keyboard/Pointing 

Device, Enhanced 

Parallel, Serial, 

External SVGA 

External Keyboard/ 
Pointing Device, 
Headphone/Speakers, 
Microphone, Infrared 
Communication, 

External SVGA 

External Keyboard/ 
Pointing Device, 
Headphone/Speakers, 
Microphone, Infrared 
Communication, 

External SVGA 

Software 

MS-Windows® 95 or 
MS-Windows 3.1 

MS-Windows 95 or 
MS-Windows 3.1 

MS-Windows 95 or 
MS-Windows 3.1; 
MS-Video for Windows, 
Compaq Sound System 

MS-Windows 95 or 
MS-Windows 3.1; 
MS-Video for Windows, 
Compaq Sound System 

Dimensions/Weight 

11.9"x9"x2.2"/6.25lbs. 

11.9"x9"x2.2"/6.5lbs. 

12.2"x9"x2"/7.1 lbs. 

12.2"x9"x 2"/7.3 lbs. 

Worldwide Limited 
Warranty* 

3-Year 

3-Year 

3-Year 

3-Year 

Pricet 

$2499 

$3099 

$3999 

$4999 

Optional Expansion 

Includes a battery charger and separate AC adapter. 
Interfaces include: serial, enhanced parallel, monitor, 
numeric keypad, keyboard, mouse, and optional 
Ethernet. Monitor stand included. 

Modular expansion base allows devices to be 
shared between the notebook and base. Supports 
two additional hard drives or CD-ROM drives and 
additional diskette drive. Also charges up to 2 batteries. 

Price 

Docking Base 

Docking Base (Ethernet) 

$175 

$295 

MultiBay Expansion Base 

$489 



it and certain terms and conditions. Call for details. ‘Restrictions ai 

6 Compaq Computer Corporation. All Rights Reserved. Compaq and the Compaq Logo Regi 
xvice mark, and Easy Point, LTE 5000 and MultiBay are J 1 cr ' n *" ' 




are Compaq DirectPlus 
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Instant 

Access!! 



The Web vs. the World: America Online, 
CompuServe, Microsoft Network, and Prodigy 
battle it out against each other and the Internet. We tell you 
which one offers the best e-mail, news, free downloads, and 
other online extras for your needs. Also, insiders’ tips and tricks 
for all the services, plus our dream Web setup. 115 


Printers Get Personal 

Why share? At these 
prices you can’t afford not 
to have your own printer. 
We test the best low-cost, 
ink-jet, and laser printers 
available. 140 




Toss your ATM card! New 
personal-finance packages do 
your banking for you. Also 
inside: secret weapons for 
managing your money. 159 
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Gigabytes To Go 

Liberate the data from your desktop—now 
you can take it with you! A visual guided tour 
of the hottest new removable storage drives, 
how they work, and which product is right for 
you. 175 








USABILITY APPROVED: Whenever you spot this seal, you’ve found hardware or 
software that meets or beats the tough standards of our Usability Labs. 



ONLINE EXTRAS: This symbol means you’ll find freebies, bug patches, and other bonuses 
on our Web site, our CompuServe and Microsoft Network forums, or our CD-ROM. 



New! 

Pentium VS. Pentium Pro: Sneak previews of the 
first 200MHz Pentium Pro and 150MHz Pentium 
PCs from Dell, Robotech, and Micron. 68 


68 Dell Dimension XPS 
Pro200, Robotech Cobra 
XLT, and Micron P150 
Millennia 

73 NEC MultiSpin 4x4 
CD-ROM Changer 

74 Xerox XPrint 4920 
76 Dell OptiPlexGX 5133 

vs. Hewlett-Packard 
VectraVL Series 4 MT 
78 3Com Impact vs. 

U.S. Robotics Courier 
I-Modem 

82 Packard Bell Designer 
Tower vs. Compaq 
Presario 9564 
84 Hewlett-Packard 

OmniGo 100 Organizer 


Plus vs. Sony Magic Link 
PIC-2000 

86 Panasonic NeoFile 
Business Card Reader, 
Corex CardScan, and 
CypherTech 
CypherScan 2000 

91 Compton’s Interactive, 

Microsoft Encarta 96, 
and Grolier Multimedia 

92 Intuit QuickBooks Pro 4.0 

94 Vermeer FrontPage 

98 Reuters Business Briefing 
vs. AT&T Business 
Network 

100 CA-SuperProject 4.0 

vs. Primavera SureTrak 
Project Manager 1.5 



102 ACI 4th Dimension 3.5 

109 SoftArc FirstClass 3.0 

110 Stac CD-QuickShare 
110 Interpose C/S Solution 

Advisor 

46 Pulse Products of the 
future, Web appliances, 
Macromedia’s 
Shockwave, and Radar. 

53 The A-List Editors’top 
picks in 50 product 
categories. 

241 Direct to You/Spec Watch 

273 Product Index 

274 Marketplace 
270 Ad Index 


Soho 

Deduct It Keep more of what you earn with the new 
1996 tax software, business classes on the Net, and a 
supercheap five-disc jukebox CD-ROM drive. 291 



291 SoHotThe best new 
products for the small 
office-home office. 


291 Trends Internet search 
agents; get a business 
degree on the Web. 


292 Reviews IRS relief: A 
usability audit of the top 
new 1996 tax packages. 


Edge 

Parlez-Vous Web? Smart translation software 
instantly converts those foreign-language Web 
pages into English for you. 298 

298 I-Way Patrol Free Stuff, 301 CD-RON Dictionaries 
Insites, and multilingual and exotic encyclopedias 

Web surfing. on disc with Ron White. 



36 Free Downloads How 

to get your hands on all 
our online goodies. 


WINDOWS BUYER 


; .UJ Windows 95 
314 Buyers’Guide 

PC Computing’s guide to 
essential Windows 
applications and utilities 
for the office and home. 


199 Pacific Gold Coast 
Turbo Browser for 
Windows 95 
Find files, fast. 

199 Fractal Design 
Dabbler 2.0 
Turn doodles into 
masterpieces. 

208 Quarterdeck 
CleanSweep 95 
The ultimate 
uninstall utility. 

208 Apte Internet 
Coach 1.0 
Net basics on CD. 

218 B-Plan International 
Software Business 
Planner 2.0 
Build an airtight 
business plan. 

218 Fitnesoft Life Form 
Total health planning. 

228 Multicom 

Publishing Home 
Improvement 1-2-3 
Do-it-yourself repairs. 

228 DocuMagix 

PaperMaster2.0 
An electronic in-box. 

236 FTP Software 
Keyview4.2 
Online file converter. 


236 DeltaPoint Drag’n 
Draw 1.1 

One-click drawing. 


COLUMNS 


36 PCC Online 
41 Mail 

61 PaulSomerson 
65 John C. Dvorak 
304 HotList 
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FamilyPC* 


Windows* 


MacUser 1 


“A tremendous bargain, with 
great, easy-to-use controls.’ 


CRITICS CALLED IT “VIRTUALLY FLAWLESS.” 


..bright screen, superior on-screen 
controls and low price.” 


“...great picture quality, advanced 
features, and top-notch support... 
a superb monitor.” 


Introducing the MultiSync® XV+™ Series Monitors. Upgraded, 
refined, and with new features that give you more control over 
your screen and practically all monitor functions. 

Both the MultiSync XV15+™ and the MultiSync XV17+™ deliver the 
Designed for sharp detail, bright colors and crystal clear images 


you’ve come to expect. Only now, you’ll notice enhanced contrast and 
even less glare, thanks to our unique OptiClear™ screen surface. 

Because front-mounted digital controls were so popular on 
the MultiSync XV17,™ we’ve added them to the MultiSync XV15+. So 
now both XV+ monitors allow for quick and easy image adjustments. 


•Copyright ®1995 by CMP Publications, Inc. Reprinted from Windows Magazine with permission. "Quote reprinted with permission, FamilyPC Magazine, (June 
OptiClear and See, Hear and Feel the Difference are trademarks of NEC Technologies, Inc. Windows and the Windows 95 logo are registered trademarks of Micr 


Windows 95 


















In addition to PC and Macintosh® compatibility, the MuitiSync XV+ 
Series features Plug and Play compatibility for Windows® 95. So you’ll 
eqjoy optimized display performance as well as simplified installation. 

The MuitiSync XV+ Series also delivers the quality and reliability 
you expect from NEC, and is backed by a 3-year limited warranty. 


The new MuitiSync XV+ Series from NEC. Once “virtually” 
flawless, now just plain flawless. To learn more about the XV+ Series, 
call 1-800-NEG-INFO. For information via fax, call 1-800-366-0476 and 
request catalog #1. Or feel free to contact us on the Internet at 
http://www.nec.com. SEE, HEAR AND FEEL THE DIFFERENCE. “ 
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Introducing the NEC Versa" 4000. 

Along with the innovative VersaBay II, the 
Versa 4000 features a 10.4 ' high-resolution 
screen, full-motion video support. SoundBlaster® 
Pro compatibility, two huilt-in speakers and a 
microphone. So what do you get when you 
combine all that with its 120MHz Pentium® 
processor*, 1GB hard drive, 8 - 40MB RAM, 
a lithium-ion battery, a VersaGlide pointing 
device and hot-swappable PC Cards? Simple. 
Not just the most advanced notebook for 
multimedia, the most advanced notebook, 

period. Call 1-800-NEC-VERSA. 


AND TIMES WHE* 


YOU DON’T. 


DIFFERENCE': 





























▲ Business Plan Pro™ 

The most widely acclaimed business 
plan software is now stand-alone— 
it’s the simplest and fastest planning 
program ever. SRP $ 149.95 

“No business plan software can 
match Business Plan Pro™ for its 
navigational ease, customizability, 
and superb integration. ” 

“Sets a new standard for this genre. ” 
—PC Magazine, February 7, 199S 

“Whether you’re financing a new 
venture or assessing an existing 
business. Business Plan Pro ™ can 
help put together an effective busi¬ 
ness plan. ” 

—Windows, March, 1995 

“If you’re a fledgling entrepreneur, 
Business Plan Pro™ may be an 
excellent first step towards realiz¬ 
ing your business dreams. ” 

—PC World, March, 1995 

▲ Marketing Plan Pro™ 

Combines the tools and know-how 
of a professional marketing manager 
in an easy-to-use program. It’s sim¬ 
ple enough for novices yet powerful 
enough for pros. SRP $ 149.95 


A Decision Maker™ 

Unleash your computer’s power on 
the most difficult challenges you face 
as a business owner or manager: mak- 
sound decisions. SRP $ 129.95 

i Palo Alto 
1 Software 

- 800 - 229-7526 

Fax (503) 683-6250 

| Satisfaction Guaranteed! U>| 
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Samsung monitors. 

Desi g ned from your point of view. 



"We were 
impressed with 
the picture quality 
ana feature sets 
of both units, and 
their relative value 
makes them lop 
choices" 

PC Magazine - Sept. 12, 1995, on the 
SyncMaster 17GU and 17GLsi monitors. 



MAGAZINE 


EDITORS’ 


CHOICE 


September 12, 1995 
Samsung SyncMaster 17Gli 


Performance is only part of the reason 
to buy a new 17-inch SyncMaster™ monitor. 
It has big, bright, crisp, clear images that 
you can depend on year after year. 

Simplicity is also important. 

The GLi Series offers Plug and Play* 
compatibility, so you can get right to 
work. Its intuitive controls and on-screen 
programming keep concentration 
where it belongs - on the job. 

Plus, Samsung delivers outstanding 
Value - in the comfort of a three-year 
warranty, and the satisfaction of a 
competitive price. 

If you take your work seriously, 
think about an exceptional monitor. 

Think about the SyncMaster 17GLi. 

After all, it's your point of view. 


Call 1-800-933-4110 or use fax - 
on-demand at 1-800-229-2239 
for more information. 
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All your 

col orf ill 

ideas H 


loaded in a hard drive 


Here’s 




the 


rigger 




EPSON COLOR INK JET PRINTERS. First it was just an idea in your mind’s eye. 
Then you fleshed it out on your monitor, breathed life into it with color. Now the only thing between your idea and 
t proof of its brilliance is your printer. Better make sure it’s an EPSON. 720 x 720 dpi of Photo Quality, ink jet color 
for as little as $449. Color so beautiful even Mother Nature will be jealous. We call it Epson Color. To see it, call 
1-800-BUY- EPSON x3100 or see us at http://www.epson.com. And free your ideas from the tyranny of black and white. 



YOU’VE GOT TO SEE IT IN 


EPSON 


color: 







FOR All YOUR ^ 
WINDOWS HEADACHES 
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The Maximum Strength 
Troubleshooter for 
Windows 95 and 
Windows 3.1 

Whether it’s uninstalling unwanted 
programs, cleaning up your hard disk, 
troubleshooting PC problems, or diagnosing 
setup conflicts, new WINCheckh® version 4.0 is the 
one proven remedy for all your Windows problems. It gives you 
the most complete collection of problem-solving tools you can buy 
- all in one easy-to-use package. 

• A new Uninstall utility lets you get rid of unwanted applica¬ 
tions - you can even save and recover everything if you change 
your mind later 

• WINChecklt's Change Detector monitors changes in your system 
so you can quickly tell what’s causing any problems. 

• A new Clean & Zip” utility quickly identifies the files you don’t want 
and clears them of your hand drive to give you more disk space. 

WINChecklt’s one-of-a-kind CD-ROM utility rates and tests your 
system’s CD-ROM drive to see if you have a hardware problem. 

• The new Modem Diagnostic checks your modem's speed, setup, 
and line connection to keep you connected and surfing the net 

Plus, as an added bonus, WINChecklt Version 4.0 comes 
with a four volume McGraw-Hill technical reference library 
on CD-ROM - a $95.00 value - FREE ! 

So put an end to all your Windows headaches 
once and for all - Get WINChecklt TODAY! 


ie net 


Call (800) S31-0450 for more information. 
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Faxbaclc (714) 536-6195, select option #4 • CIS: GO TOUCHSTONE 

' | CODE PCC 2961 
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And if it belts out power performance and sound like no other, then it’s gotta be a Gateway 2000® 

f computer! The new Intel® 166MHz Pentium® processor is the fastest Pentium processor available today. And 
[ Gateway’s high-end P5-166XL professional multimedia system will provide you with extraordinary performance, even 
for your most robust computing needs. Top it off with Gateway ’s exclusive Altec™ Lansing ACS-400 speakers, and the 
P5-166XL ushers you into first-rate stereo sound! 

An Encore 166MHz Performance 

Bravo! You’ll leap to your feet when you experience all the powered-up features of the P5-166XL. This impressive 
system is built standard with 16MB EDO performance DRAM, 256K pipelined burst cache and 2GB hard drive for 
unbeatable performance. In fact, we expect our P5-166XL to blow all other Pentium processor-based PCs off the map! 

Maestro of Multimedia 

Spine-tingling, heart-thumping stereo sound resonates from your Altec Lansing ACS-400 speakers, standard on the 
P5-166XL and exclusively from Gateway 2000. With an included ACS-250 subwoofer, these speakers give you 
thunderous bass and extraordinary Dolby® Surround Sound, breathing new life into all your multimedia applications 
and music CDs! The Ensoniq® Wavetable sound card is also standard on the P5-166XL. You’ll be amazed by the ultra- 
realistic sound of the Ensoniq’s wave table synthesis technology. 

Could we possibly enhance your multimedia experience more? Yes! Now our P5-166XL, and all Gateway 2000 
Family PC™ multimedia systems, also include MPEG (Moving Picture Experts Group) data compression technology. 
Not only will MPEG technology provide superior stereo sound, it also gives you incomparable full-screen, full-motion 
I video right from your CD-ROM drive. Video from MPEG multimedia applications will be smoother, and soon all your 
favorite movies will be available on CD! The P5-166XL also includes a super-fast 6X CD-ROM drive for the latest 
CD-ROM drive technology available. 

The P5-166XL adds all these performance features to a Matrox® 2MB WRAM graphics accelerator with MPEG 
video scaler. So now your 3-D graphics and multimedia applications will run with incredibly smooth video playback. 

A Fax/Modem Virtuoso 

All your communication needs will be filled with the P5-166XL’s included TelePath® 28.8 fax/modem! You may 
know that Gateway’s TelePath fax/modem is state-of-the-art, using the AT command set and including FaxWorks 
communications, fax and file transfer software package. But there’s more. The TelePath fax/modem is also a complete 
communications tool with its Telephone Answering Device (TAD) for answering machine and voice mail capabilities! 

Your TelePath 28.8 fax/modem includes Gateway’s Information Highway communications CD, featuring a user- 
friendly interface and easy-to-use tutorial of included trial memberships to CompuServe? Prodigy? America Online® 
and Reuters Money Network. You’ll also receive GNN (Global Network Navigator) for easy access to the Internet. 

Software Diva 

And for the grand finale: The P5-166XL has the best software bundle found anywhere with Gateway’s Ultimate 
Software Bundle! It includes MS Office 95, Professional Edition and Gateway’s Generations II Software Collection for 
use with the Windows 95 operating system. It’s all you’ll ever need for business applications in the Windows 95 
environment, and for the most complete, updated versions of the latest and greatest multimedia applications, most 
optimized for Windows 95. A gaming pad is included in the Ultimate Software Bundle for use with all your entertain¬ 
ment software. Call and ask how you can upgrade other Gateway 2000 systems to get the Ultimate Software Bundle. 

Primo Gateway Gold Premium 

All Gateway systems come with our superb Gateway Gold™ service program for unbeatable and award-winning 
support, including toll-free technical support for the life of your Gateway computer. The P5-166XL gives you even 
more with Gateway Gold Premium, adding an extended three-year on-site agreement** and a priority 800 number for 
access to technical experts. Call today and ask for details on our celebrated Gateway Gold programs! 




And if your model for success includes a real brainy computer, then it’s just got to 
be a Gateway! Got a bright idea or two? All Gateway 2000® professional systems are power-packed 
machines built to handle any mastermind project. 

Gateway Professional Systems—An Ingenious Performance 

All Gateway professional Pentium® processor-based systems have EDO performance DRAM, and 
most come standard with pipelined burst cache. These features will give you a faster, more cost- 
effective means to great performance. And for extraordinary levels of performance, Gateway's P5-133 
Professional system includes the ultra-fast 133MHz Pentium processor and is standard with 16MB 
EDO performance DRAM and 256K pipelined burst cache. Gateway utilizes EDO and pipelined burst 
cache memory technologies for the best performance — anywhere. 

All your heavy-duty business applications will run at top speed with the industry’s latest 6X 
CD-ROM drive, standard on the P5-133. This CD-ROM drive performs 50% faster than a 4X 
CD-ROM, and with 6X technology you’ll be ready for tomorrow’s complex software applications. 
Renowned for unconventional wisdom when it comes to value, Gateway 2000 brings you the P5-133 
Professional system for just $2,949! 

The Right Equation 

Gateway PCs include the Microsoft® Windows® 95 operating system, and our Professional models 
all tout MS Office 95, Professional Edition or MS Works 95, both compatible with 32-bit performance 
and backward compatibility for 16-bit applications. When you buy a system from Gateway, we’ll also 
give you a choice of operating systems. Whether it’s MS-DOS® and Windows for Workgroups, 
Windows NT, or Windows 95, Gateway 2000 will meet all your computing needs. 

Industry-Wide, Prize-Winning Service and Support! 

It’s a proven theory. Noble and friendly Gateway 2000 employees provide our customers with the 
best possible service and support in the PC industry. When surveyed. Computer Shopper® readers 
answered “Gateway 2000!” unequivocably and bestowed us with Computer Shopper’s 1995 Best 
Overall Hardware Service and Support award. 

Presenting the Best Performance in the Industry! 

For the fifth consecutive year Gateway 2000 swept the Computer Shopper Best Buy awards! 

We’re proud to announce that Computer Shopper tenders awarded us with these coveted Computer 
Shopper awards: Best 486 Desktop (486DX2-66), Best Pentium Desktop (P5-133XL), Best Multi- 
media PC (P5-120 Family PC multimedia system), and Best Overall Computer Systems Supplier!! 

It’s All Relative 

Call today and ask about Gateway’s Professional computers. They’re the only logical solution to 
your demanding business and professional computing needs! And we’ll custom build any computer to 
fit your exact specifications. 
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The Gateway 2000® G6-200: A Legendary Performance 

And if you just can’t function without jet-set workstation power and performance — 

we’re talking the top-flight machinery available today — then a new Gateway 2000 G6-200 is 
definitely for you! This new generation of workstations combines a 150MHz or 200MHz Intel® 
Pentium® Pro processor with the Windows NT™ Workstation operating system and a configuration 
that’ll send you soaring into the wild blue computing yonder! 

Pilot Your 200MHz Pentium Pro 

The Pentium Pro processor is Intel’s latest generation processor designed to provide workstation 
users with ultra-high performance in true 32-bit environments. The Gateway G6-200 is classified as a 
value workstation, perfect for Cad applications, intense desktop publishing, and graphics and design 
applications. If you require a load of memory and storage space to run your heavy-duty network 

I applications, you won’t find a better value from any other workstation manufacturer. 

High-Flying Performance Features 

To achieve the high throughput and superior performance your intense applications require, we’ve 
i included a 2GB SCSI hard drive on the Gateway G6-200. SCSI technology offers better performance 
in workstation environments. The SCSI interface allows you to connect up to seven internal SCSI 
devices, so you can expand like never before. The G6-200 also includes the Adaptec® 2940 PCI Ultra 
I SCSI controller card. Combine all this with 64MB DRAM and your workstation applications will fly! 

| Gearing Up for Great Graphics 

With the Matrox® 2MB WRAM video card standard on the G6-200, you’ll get incredible graphic 
support, including support for hardware accelerated 3-D. For work in higher resolutions, you can 
I upgrade to 4MB WRAM for increased color depth and 3-D support in workstation environments. 

Workstation Wonderland with Windows NT Workstation 

All right, Windows NT Workstation customers, you know who you are. And we want to get to 
know you! Gateway 2000 now proudly offers you the best value on the Windows NT Workstation 3.51 
operating system in the industry, standard on Gateway’s G6 models. This is one of the most powerful 
operating systems for any organization that depends on a computer for today’s most demanding data- 
intensive business applications. And if you value the reliability and security of privacy in large 
workstation environments, Windows NT Workstation is perfect for you. 

Great news Windows NT 3.51 users! Your Gateway 2000 G6 system will arrive pre-loaded with 
I Windows NT Workstation, ready to run! Simply determine and enter your individual security codes 
and passwords during initial setup. We’ll configure all G6 systems with the appropriate Windows NT 
3.51 drivers, loaded and optimized for compatibility with Gateway hardware and software. 

Along with Windows NT, you get MS Office 95, Professional Edition for the best 32-bit business 
software applications available. And you can upgrade the P5-133 and P5-120 systems to Windows NT 
for a value that can’t be beat! Call today for more information on our new G6 computers. 

The G6-200 Professional system has not been approved by the Federal Communications Commission. This device is not, and may nc 
be, offered for sale or lease, or sold or leased until the approval of the FCC has been obtained. 
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Multimedia §ifsixths_ 




P5-75 FAMILY PC™ 


P5-100 FAMILY PC 


P5-120 FAMILY PC 


■ Intel® 75MHz Pentium® Processor 

■ 8MB EDO Performance DRAM 

■ 850MB 10ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 1MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 
Accelerator with MPEG Video Scaler 

■ 4X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ 16-Bit Gateway Sound Card 

■ Altec™ Lansing ACS-40 Speakers 

■ TelePath® 14.4 Fax/Modem with TAD* 

■ Gateway Information Highway CD 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ 14” ,28dp CrystalScan® Color Monitor 
(13.25" viewable) 

I 7-Bay Desktop Case 

■ 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ Microsoft® Windows® 95 

■ • Generations II Software Collection 
1 Gateway Gold™ Service & Support 


■ Intel 100MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 8MB EDO Performance DRAM 

■ 1GB 10ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 2MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 
Accelerator with MPEG Video Scaler 

■ 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ 16-Bit Gateway Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-40 Speakers 

■ TelePath 28.8 Fax/Modem with TAD* 

■ Gateway Information Highway CD 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ 15” .28dp CrystalScan Color Monitor 
(13.8" viewable) 

■ 7-Bay Desktop Case 

■ 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows 95 
Generations II Software Collection 


$1799 


I Gateway Gold Service & Support 

$2199 


■ Intel 120MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 16MB EDO Performance DRAM 

■ 1GB 10ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 2MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 
Accelerator with MPEG Video Scaler 

■ 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ 16-Bit Gateway Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-40 Speakers 

■ TelePath 28.8 Fax/Modem with TAD* 

■ Gateway Information Highway CD 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ 15" ,26dp Vivitron™ Color Monitor 
(14.0" viewable) 

■ 7-Bay Desktop Case 

■ 104- Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows 95 
Generations II Software Collection 


I Gateway Gold Service & Support 

$2599 


* Telephone Answering Device (TAD) gives you complete voice messaging capabilities. 




I Intel 166MHz Pentium Processor, 
I 16MB EDO Performance DRAM 
I 256K Pipelined Burst Cache 
I 2GB 10ms EIDE Hard Drive 
I Matrox® 2MB WRAM Graphics 
Accelerator w/ MPEG Video Scale 
I 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 
I 16-Bit Ensoniq®Wavetable Sound 
I Altec Lansing ACS-400 Speakers 
w/ ACS-250 Subwoofer 
I TelePath 28.8 Fax/Modem with T4 
I Gateway Information Highway CD 
I 3.5" Diskette Drive 
I 17" .26dp Vivitron Color Monitor 
(16.0” viewable) 

I 12-Bay Tower Case 
I 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 
I MS Windows 95 
I MS Office 95, Professional Edition 
I A Generations II Software Collet 
with Gaming Pad 
I Gateway Gold Premium Service 

$3799 


■ Intel 75MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 8MB EDO Performance DRAM 

■ 850MB 10ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 1MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 
Accelerator 

■ 4X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 
I 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ 14" ,28dp CrystalScan® Color Monitor 
(13.25" viewable) 

■ 7-Bay Desktop Case 

■ 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 
I MS Windows 95 

I MS Works 95 

I Gateway Gold Service & Support 


$1549 


■ Intel 100MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 8MB EDO Performance DRAM 

■ 256K Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 1GB 10ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 1MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 
Accelerator 

■ 4X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ 15" ,28dp CrystalScan Color Monitor 
(13.8” viewable) 

■ 7-Bay Desktop Case 

■ 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition** 
Gateway Gold Service & Support 




$1999 


■ Intel 120MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 16MB EDO Performance DRAM 

■ 256K Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 1.62GB 9ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 2MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 
Accelerator 

■ 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ 15" .26dp Vivitron Color Monitor 
(14.0" viewable) 

■ 7-Bay Desktop Case 

■ 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition** 
- Gateway Gold Service & Support 


■ Intel 133MHz Pentium Processor I 

■ 16MB EDO Performance DRAM 

■ 256K Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 1.62GB 9ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 2MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics i 
Accelerator 

■ 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ 3.5” Diskette Drive 

■ 17" ,28dp CrystalScan Color Moniti 
(16.2" viewable) 


I 7-1 


$2499 


I 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition* 

■ Gateway Gold Service & Support 


$2949 


■ Intel 150MHz Pentium Pro Processor 

■ 32MB DRAM 

I 256K Internal Cache 

■ 2GB EIDE 9ms Hard Drive 

I Matrox® 2MB WRAM Graphics 
Accelerator w/ MPEG Video Scaler 
I 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 
I 3.5" Diskette Drive 
I 17" ,26dp Vivitron Color Monitor 
(16.0" viewable) 

I 12-Bay Tower Case 
I 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 
I MS Windows NT™ Workstation 3.51 
I MS Office 95, Professional Edition** 
I Gateway Gold Service & Support 


$4599 


■ Intel 200MHz Pentium Pro Processor 

■ 64MB DRAM 

■ 256K Internal Cache 

■ 2GB SCSI 9ms Hard Drive 

■ Adaptec 2940 PCI Ultra SCSI 
Controller 

■ Matrox 2MB WRAM Graphics 
Accelerator w/ MPEG Video Scaler 

■ 4X SCSI CD-ROM Drive 

■ 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ 17" ,26dp Vivitron Color Monitor 
(16.0" viewable) 

■ 12-Bay Tower Case 

■ 104- Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows NT Workstation 3.51 

I MS Office 95, Professional Edition** 
I Gateway Gold Service & Support 

$6499 


' ** MS Office 95, Professional Edition 
includes Word, Excel, PowerPoint ® 
presentation graphics program, Schedule +, 
Access database and Bookshelf '95. 
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Gateway 2000 
Manufacturing, North 
Sioux City, South Dakota, 
is ISO 9002 certified. 


The G6-200 Professional system has not been 
approved by the Federal Communications 
Commission. This device is not, and may not be, 
offered for sale or lease, or sold or leased until 
the approval of the FCC has been obtained. 


SOFTWARE COLLECTIOI 

■ Microsoft Encarta® 96 ■ MS 
Cinemania® ’96 ■ MS Julia Child: Horn 
Cooking with Master Chefs ■ MS Bob,’ 
For Gateway 2000 ■ MS Works 95 ■ 
Publisher 95 ■ MS Money 4.0 ■ MS i 

■ MS Music Central™ 96 ■ MS CD 
Sampler ■ MS Entertainment Packs 1-4 
(31 fim games!) ■ Ca$h Graf Home Off 
Plus™ ■ Mayo Clinic® Family Health B( 

■ Mediamatics Arcade™ MPEG Player i 
The Masters®: Interactive Journey TTiroi 
Its 60-Year History, for MPEG 


GSA Schedule # GS-00K-94-AGS-5150-PS01 
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Industry-leading values from Gateway 2000? ™ 

Mulfcilfeedu (Sold only with the purchase of a system) 

Audio Multimedia Kits 

Choose a Gateway 16-bit CD-quality sound card or an Ensoniq® Soundscape™ 

16-bit wavetable sound card. Both Sound Blaster compatible and include two /rj 
Altec ACS-40 speakers. , ^ 

$95 (Gateway 16-bit sound cutd and Aftec ACS-40 speakers) 

$115 (Ensoniq SoundScape 16-bir Mm uble and Ahec ACS-40 speakers) 

Multimedia Speaker Upgrades 

Add the all-new ACS-250 subwoofer to provide up to 40 watts of additional bass. 

$75 (upgrade from systems which include AlteeACS-40 speakers) 

The Dolby® Surround Sound ACS-400 speaker system will make your CD audio 
multimedia applications come alive with true theater-like surround sound. 

Complete with two ACS-400 satellites and ACS-25ftsubwoofer. 

$120 (upgrade from systems which include Altec ACS-40 speakers) 

6XEIDE CD-ROM Drive 

This 6X EIDE CD-ROM drive provides 900KB/secondHata transfer rate and 
214ms average access time and supports multisession photo CDs and XA format, 
enabling simultaneous audio and data with additional hardware. 

$60 (upgrade from systems with 4X CD-ROM drive) 

4X Three-CD Changer 

Enhance the value and usefulness of your PC with a 4X three-CD changer. You'll 
have access to three times the amount of information of a single CD-ROM drive. 
$100 (upgrade from systems with 4X CD-ROM drive) 

C ©VUVUU (Sold only with the purchase of a system) 

TelePath® 28.8 Fax/Modem with TAD 

Interim! fax/modem, 28,800bps modem. V.34, with 23,800bps fax capability. f 
Sends and receives data and faxes, and includes telephone answering device 
(TAD), full voice mail capabilities. Includes trial memberships to CompuServe®, 

AOfc and Prodigy® and more! $149 (TelePath 14.4 Fax/Modem $79) 

MeTuCGTU (Sold only with the purchase of a System) 

Gateway Vivitron” Color Monitors 

Non-interlaced color monitor using Sony® Trinitron® tube technology, 
capable of 1280 x 1024 resolution. 

Gateway 15-Inch Vivitron Color Monitor, .26 dot pitch 
Upgrade from a 14" CrystalScan® to 15' Vivitron monitor $160 
Upgrade from a 15" CrystalScan to 15" Vivitron monitor $75 
Gateway 17-Inch Vivitron Color Monitor, .26 dot pitch 
Upgrade from a 15" CrystalScan to 17" Vivitron monitor $365 
Upgrade from a 15" Vivitron to 17” Vivitron monitor $290 
(Upgrade prices good only at time of system purchase.) 

i\ f ;C C\ V (id“ly£ LV g (Sold only with the purchase of a system) 

3Com® Ethernet" Adapters 

High-performance 16-bit Ethernet cards. 

16-bit Triple Media Card with BNC, AUI and RJ45 connectors $99 

16-bit Card with only RJ-45 connector $79 

SMC® ISA Ethernet Adapter 

16-bit Triple Media Card with BNC, AUI and RJ-45 connectors $79 

16-bit Card with only RJ-45 connector $59 
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Gateway accepts most major credit cards and 
i C O D. terms, with net 30-day terms and leasing 
Options available to qualified commercial N0 WWMENTS 

customers. You < an also apply for the Gateway As ^°^^ ur 
2000 DuoLine ™ MasterCard ® card, issued by Dial N Payment ” 


(Available to both existing and new Gateway customers) 

Windows® 95 Upgrade 

Only available to our valued customers! Windows 95 will make your system J 
faster and easier to use. Order your copy today! $79 (On diskettes $89) 

Finance Pack 

__ Includes Quicken Deluxe 5; Quicken® Financial Planner™; Quicken Family : 

Lawyer™; Quicken Parents’ Guide To Money™; and a coup 
TurboTax® Deluxe upon release at no extra charge. $79 

10th Anniversary Software Bundle 

Includes BioForge™; Wing Commander® HI: Heart of the Tiger™; Magic Carpet™ 

II: The Netherworlds; and a Gateway 2000 10th Anniversary T-shirt. $49 
(BioForge may not be suitable for younger children.) 

Kid’s BackPack™ II 

Includes What is a Bellybutton?; The Tales of Peter Rabbit; Cinderella, The 
Original Fairy Tale; Freddi Fish™and the Case; of the Missing Kelp Seeds™; 
Pocahontas Reading Adventure, and a Gateway cow-spotted backpack. $59 

Starter Pack: the Sequel 

A new twist on our favorite software bundle! Includes TunelandTCyberia’," Rand 
McNally TripMakerT 70 Million Households Phone Book, Hometime® Weekend 
Home Projects, Consumer Survival Kit. SimCity™. and The 7th Guest’". $99 

Sports Pack 

Includes Unnecessary Roughness ’95™ Hardball 41 FIFA International Soccer, • 
PGA Tour® Golf, NHL® Hockey '95. and NASCAR® Racing. Also includes 
Gravis GamePad™ and CD holder. $99 
Call and ask about our other software bundles! 

Priftt-AI’S (Available to both existing and new Gateway customers) ( J 

Epson® Stylus 1 Color IIs Ink Jet Printer 

Photo quality printing in color and black & white. Easy-to-use drivers are 
compatible with virtually all MS applications. 

Epson Stylus Color II Ink Jet Printer 

Perfect for the small business or home office, providing vivid color and crisp : 
black-and-whtotprmting at 720dpi. Plus it’s quiet and compact! $449 
Hewlett® Packard LaserJet 5L Printer 

Add a professional edge to your outputs with 600dpi and HP Resolution Enhance¬ 
ment technology, and fast laser printing with a speedy 4-ppm engine. $499 
Hewlett Packard LaserJet 5P Printer 

Full-featured HP LaserJet printer for your business printing needs. Provides up to 

600dpi resolution at six pages per minute. $849 

All printers include parallel cable. Call for more printer options! 

$€V Ttec & lufjwfc 

(Available to both existing and new Gateway customers) 

Gateway Gold Premium 

■ Extended Three-Year On-Site Agreement 

■ Priority 800 Number For Access To Technical Experts $99 
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National Bank, Des Moines, Iowa, 


Program! 


“You've got a friend in the business.'”' 
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Call the Gateway 2000 special component add-ons division at 800-846-2080for our 
complete line of extras for Gateway customers. Sales hours: 7am-10pm Weekdays. 






A Minuteman UPS Can 


Save More 



UNINTERRUPTIBLE POWER SUPPLIES 


1455 LeMay Dr. 

Carrollton, TX 75007 
Phone: (214) 446-7363 
Fax: (214) 446-9011 
QuickFax Info System: (800) 263-3933 
Internet: www.minuteman-ups.com 


Than Your... 
Equipment. 

Spikes, surges, brownouts and 
blackouts—they are all disasters 
waiting to attack. It's not jf your 
equipment will get hit, its a question of 

when . 

Expensive hardware repairs and costly 
data losses can be affordably 
prevented with a Minuteman uninter¬ 
ruptible power supply. You can't buy 
better power protection. That's exactly 
why more network administrators and 
hardware specialists are relying on 
Minuteman to protect their desktop 
PC's and networks. 

Make sure your backside is covered. 
Rely on Minuteman to protect your 
valuable investment. We'll save more 
than your... equipment. 


Call our Power Hotline today 
for a special offer. 

1 - 800 - 238-7272 
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SOFTWARE! 


WHEN YOU SUBSCRIBE 


Now you can get your very own copy of 
PC/Computing delivered to you every 
month — at incredible savings! 

Plus, sign up now and get powerful FREE 
SOFTWARE with your paid subscription. 

»<& 1 " < 00 - 365-2770 

recomputing 


PCComputing 


vice president, publishing director J. Samuel Huey 
publisher Robert J. Nolan 
SALES MANAGEMENT 
associate publisher/east coast Sloan Seymour," 

(212) 503-4830 

associate publisher/west coast William P. Howard, 

(415) 578-7570 

NATIONAL sales manager Lucy Wohltman, (415) 578-7073 
advertising coordinator Denise Gillett, (415) 578-7031 
sales coordinator Francie More 
sales assistants Jayme Angell, Gina Belt, 

Loreen Bernardini, Jennifer Criddle, Erving Dockery, 

David McCaman, Richard McNees 
ADVERTISING SALES OFFICES 

NEW ENGLAND 

Monica Sembler, District Sales Representative, (617) 393-3069 
10 Presidents Landing, Fifth Floor, Medford, MA 02155 
Debra Donovan, Senior Account Representative, 

(415)578-7068 

MID-ATLANTIC 

Thomas Koletas, District Manager, (212) 503-4907 

One Park Ave., New York, NY 10016 

Kerry Barlas, Account Representative, (415) 578-7067 

MIDWEST 

Craig Westcott, District Manager, (312) 214-7333 
150 North Wacker Dr., Suite 2500, Chicago, IL 60606 
Melissa Gruber, Account Representative, (415) 578-7065 

SOUTHEAST AND SOUTH CENTRAL 

Thalia Karakitsios, District Manager, (404) 814-8960 
3405 Piedmont Rd. NE, Suite 460, Atlanta, GA 30305 
Michael Duff, Account Representative, (415) 578-7072 

SOUTHWEST AND LOS ANGELES 

David Lynn, Southwest Regional Manager, (714) 852-5912 
18301 Von Karman Ave., Suite 330, Irvine, CA 92715 
Nancy Romano, Senior Account Representative, 

(415) 578-7066 

NORTHWEST AND UTAH 

Kelly Worrall, District Manager, (415) 578-7061 
950 Tower Ln„ 19th Floor, Foster City, CA 94404 
Lisa Fung, Account Representative, (415) 578-7070 

SAN JOSE 

William B. Wise, District Manager, (415) 578-7052 
950 Tower Ln„ 19th Floor, Foster City, CA 94404 
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to (212) 503-5420. For price quotes on reprints, please contact 
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PENTIUM CHIP, 
LITHIUM, 
16MB, 


TFT. 
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PC Laptop s 

"Value Notebook of the Year 




WmBook 


CD-ROM VALUES 


DOCKING STATION 
with 4x CD-ROM 


$ 399 


EXTERNAL CD-ROM 
with SCSI adapter 

* 199 =? 




: eS n sro t 




WmBook 


IJIfinner of PC laptop's annual Editors' 
WW Choice Award — the WinBook XP5 
gives you the features you want in the highest 
quality, best value notebook. At *2999, you get 
an amazing list of standard features including: 
75MHz Intel Pentium® processor, lithium ion 
batteries, 10.4" TFT active matrix screen, 
16MB RAM, an 810 MB hard drive, and more. 

_ , Great values on options begin 

/kJ \ with stereo sound, integrated 
( ^ touc ^P a ^ or trackball, and 

3-year extended limited 
Pentium warranty package. Call today 
Iprocessor our $2999 offer or for 


CALL US TODAY, TOLL-FREE 

1 - 800 - 254-7806 

Monday-Friday, 8am-9pm EST • Saturday, 9am-4pm 

Use your VISA, Discover Care’*' ‘ " ’ — --*■*- ^ jj||J 

US. sales only. 30-day unci 


$2999 

Other XP/XP5 models and price 





















Quality, 

Reliability, 

Service, .. 

Micron 

Delivers! 


Check out the most powerful 
technology available today — 
award-winning Pentium ® 

processor perfor¬ 
mance from 
Micron , the leader 
in customer service 
and support. 




































The Micron 
PowerStation 


T here's no substitute for stable reliable perfor¬ 
mance—and that's exactly what the Micron 
PowerStation series delivers. If you are searching 
for affordable desktops, the 
PowerStation series offers you a 
range to choose from. 

The affordable PowerStation 
LX offers award-winning Micron 
performance and reliability at an 
entry-level price. The 
PowerStation LX is specifically designed to be the network node or department 
workhorse. Once again. Micron delivers the most computing power possible at a 
competitive price. 


P100 PowerStation 

• Intel 100MHz Pentium® processor 

• 256K write-back cache, flash BIOS 

• 4X EIDE CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• SoundBlaster 16 stereo sound & speakers 

• PCI 64-bit video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• Tool-free mini-tower or desktop 

• Microsoft® Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows® 95 CD 


A • 8MB EDO RAM • 850MB EIDE hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, 1280NI, .28mm monitor 

• Microsoft Works 95 CD 

$ 1,999 Business Lease $71/month 


P75 PowerStation LX 

• Intel 75MHz Pentium processor 

• 256K write-back cache, flash BIOS 

• 8MB EDO RAM • 850MB EIDE hard drive 

• 3.5" floppy drive 

• PCI 64-bit graphics accelerator (1MB) 

• 14" Micron 14FGx, 1024, .28mm monitor 

• Tool-free mini-tower or desktop 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows 95 

• Microsoft Works 95 

* 1,499 Business Lease $54/month 


• With 100MHz Pentium processor..add $100 


B • 16MB EDO RAM • 1.2GB EIDE hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, 1280NI, .28mm monitor 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 & Bookshelf 95 CDs 

* 2,399 Business Lease $89/month 

• With 75MHz Pentium processor....subtract $100 



Pentium 


Designed for 



Microsoft ® 

Windows®95 


Karcher Road, Nampa, ID 83687 • Mon-Fri 6am-9pm Sat 7am-5pm (MT) 
International Sales Hours: Mon-Fri 7am-6pm 
208-893-3434 • Fax 208-893-3424 • Purchase Order Fax 208-893-5384 
Technical Support Available 24 Hours A Day - 7 Days A Week 
Technical support E-mail: techsupport.meic@micron.com 



It's Your Call 

800 - 515-9197 

http://www.mei.micron.com 
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■ ELECTRONICS, INC. 


Circle 282 


service card. 



















PPComputing 

Howto 
Reach Us 

How can I reach the PC Computing editors? 

Drop us e-mail via the Internet 
(72241.1724@compuserve.com) or CompuServe 
(72241,1724). Or post a message at our 
Web site (http://www.zdnet.com/~pccomp). 
You can also fax us at (415) 578-7059, or 
mail your comments to PC Computing, 950 
Tower Lane, 19th Floor, Foster City, CA 
94404. To be considered for publication, 
your letter must be signed and include a 
daytime phone number. 

Where can I find PC Computing online? 

You’ll find PCC Online on the Web 
(http://www.zdnet.com/~pccomp), on 
CompuServe/ZDNet (GOZNT:PCC), and on 
Microsoft Network (GO PCCOMPUTING). 

Visit any of these sites for hundreds of free 
file downloads, links to hot sites, and 
electronic versions of reviews and features. 

How do I join ZDNet on CompuServe? Call 
CompuServe at (800) 895-4596 and ask a 
representative for a ZDNet membership, and 
they will send you the free software you need 
to get online. New members receive their first 
month’s membership to both CompuServe 
and ZDNet free, along with ten hours of 
online time to use anywhere on the services 
during the first month. After that, five hours 
are free each month. ZDNet costs $3.50 per 
month and includes services like PC Contact, 
ZDNet utilities, headline computing news, an 
online teaching university, and much more. 
The cost for CompuServe is $9.95 per 
month. Once online, type GO RATES for full 
details on pricing. CompuServe members can 
just type GO zdnet to join. 

How can I get the PC Computing CD-ROM? 

Call (800) 335-1196 for CD-ROM 
subscription information. 

Whom do I call with a question about my 
subscription? For inquiries and address 
changes, call (303) 665-8930 or fax 
(303) 604-7455. You can also write to 
PC Computing, P.O. Box 58229, Boulder, 

CO 80322-8229. 

How can I get back issues? Back- issues are 
subject to availability. Send a check or 
money order for $7 ($8 outside the United 
States) to Back Issues Department, Ziff- 
Davis Publishing Company, P.O. Box 
53131, Boulder, CO 80322-3131. 


PCC Online/Adam Meyerson 


This Just In 


T he news never stops. One minute the market is 
setting new records. The next it’s taking a dive. 
Blink and you might miss something big. Wars. 
Mergers. Elections. Weather disasters. Backwater Arkansas 
deals. Medical breakthroughs. If you haven’t visited PC 
Computing Online recently, have we got news for you. 



code, or area code. The 
search engine even helps 
narrow your category. 

Meanwhile, why 
■y fume on the phone to 
track down a missing 
package when you 
can go right to UPS’s 
or Federal Express’s 
Web site? Both are easy 


Of course, to keep totally 
informed, you could sub¬ 
scribe to every major 
daily newspaper, 
service, and TV 
work. But there’s a bet¬ 
ter way. It’s called PC 
Computing NewsLink. 

We’ve put hundreds of 
news sources—mainstream 
and off the beaten track—at your 
fingertips. From all over the globe— 
Whitehall to Whitewater, Texas to 
taxes, cholesterol to crime waves— 
the news is just a click away. 

Pour yourself a cup of java and 
browse online through the New York 
Times, San Jose Mercury News, 
Boston Globe, Dallas Morning News, 
Chicago Tribune, Times of London, 
Australian Observer, and China 
News Digest. And if you can’t wait 
for the printed word, we’ll take you 
live to the CNN Center, the BBC in 
London, or the Canadian Broadcast¬ 
ing Corporation. And lots more. 

Number, Please If you live and die 
by the phone, you’re in for a bonus. 
PC Computing Online has added 
AT&T’s 800 directory, which gives 
you any 800 number in seconds. And 
we have a similar resource from the 
New York/New England Exchange 
(Nynex), with yellow pages of its 
own. We give you instant access to 
more than 16 million phone numbers. 

The real power is in Nynex’s search 
engine. No more flipping through 
hundreds of pages or staring at the big 
book, praying for divine intervention. 
With the interactive yellow pages, you 
specify the category, city, state, zip 


enough for anybody to use, and 
the technology is so advanced that its 
real-time updates track progress from 
door to door. We’ll connect you. 

Fly Me Last but not least, we added an 
experience that could virtually turn 
your world upside down. Or side¬ 
ways. VRML (Virtual Reality Model¬ 
ing Language) is an industry work- 
in-progress that delivers an animated, 
real-time, interactive adventure on the 
Web. Just download the viewer to see 
dozens of astonishing demos that let 
you walk through buildings, fly 
through landscapes, and explore the 
human body—from the inside. 

We also have demos of Hot Java, 
Sun Microsystems’ new programming 
language designed to make it easy to 
develop interactive Web applications. 
And we have plenty of Java applets that 
will supercharge your browser to do 
amazing things. Watch the demos and 
you’ll be inspired to bring your home 
page into the next dimension—or hire 
a Java programmer to do it for you. 

Don’t waste a second. Get on the 
Web and into PC Computing Online 
(www.zdnet.com/~pccomp). We’re 
now your source for up-to-the-minute 
news as well as our trademark maps, 
free stuff, product peeks, and more. 
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TURN YOUR 
SCANNER INTO A 
WORLD-CLASS 
TYPIST. 




Tired of retyping faxes, 
reports, articles, even letters 
into your computer? With 
OmniPage® Pro 6.0 and your 
scanner, you can accurately 
enter thousands of words per 



minute with the simple push 
of a button. 

OmniPage Pro 6.0’s indus¬ 
try-leading Optical Character 


Recognition (OCR) software 
converts your scanned pages to 
editable text and graphics in 
seconds for popular applications 
like Word, WordPerfect, Page¬ 
Maker, Excel and many others. 
So you get to spend a lot more 
of your time producing instead 
of manually typing. 

And OmniPage Pro 6.0’s 
blazing speed is only outdone 
by its superior accuracy. It 
recognizes all fonts at virtually 


1A 


flags down 
suspicious 

words, then corrects them 
for you. It accurately interprets 
hard-to-read faxes and copies 
using grayscale information. 
And it even reads unique char¬ 
acters and special symbols. 

"OmniPage's automatic 
OCR is goof proof." 

InfoWorld 3/6/95 

Without doubt OmniPage 
Pro 6.0 is the smartest OCR 
software package you can buy. 
So order yourself a copy today. 
And don’t waste one more 
minute of your time typing. 


75% OFF RETAIL PRICE 

Upgrade from OmniPage Limited 
Edition,OmniPage Lite.WordScan 
or other versions of OmniPage 
(including those bundled in your 
scanner) and get the best OCR! 

• 65% more accurate 


• Text & graphics that 
retain original layout 
with True Page® 


• Runs on Windows 95 

Call Ext 40 today! 
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The Sony Trinitron 


Multiscan display. 


A true realist 


in a crowd 


of imnressionists. 


Trinitron 





SONY 


No other computer display 
in the world comes close to 
the vivid clarity of a Sony 
Trinitron® Multiscan® dis¬ 
play. And, it’s more than 
purely a matter of style. 

Besides the brighter and 
sharper picture, the Sony 
Trinitron Digital Multiscan 
technology gives you clearer, 
more accurate color. Edge- 
to-edge, corner-to-corner. 0 
On all of today’s computers. 

Sony’s new family of com¬ 
puter displays is plug and play 
compatible with Windows® 
95.°° Plus, intuitive digital 
on-screen controls make it 
easier and more convenient 
to customize the picture” 09 

So why settle for any¬ 
thing less than an original 
Sony Trinitron display? 
For a retailer near you 
and more information call 
1-800-352-7669 ext. 119 
or visit us at http://www. 
sel.sony.com/SEL/ccpg 









PROMISED THE ARRIVAL 


The result of our mounting impatience is the easj-to-use, extremely 
affordable Co nnectix VideoPho ne”. A complete camera and software 
solution that. [for under $200, | turns your computer into a desktop 
videoconferencing workstation. Connectix VideoPhone lets jou 
video conference and share a mark-up board. Attend meetings 
from home. Make office-wide presentations. Or show jour ideas to 
jour co-workers down the hall or across the countrj. Because 
rather than wait another forty years for the phone companj to 
come up with VideoPhone, we thought we would just do it ourselves. 
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■ W Id 11 Great Guides • Games PCs Play - Net vs. Newsprint 


GIVING READERS THE GO SIGN 

Green Light for Buyers’ Guide 

Y our new Windows 95 Buyers’ Guide (December 
1995, page 221) is great! The traffic-light ratings really 
grabbed my attention. And as far as the Holiday Gift 
Guide (page 209) is concerned, you guys have to stop staying 
up late reading Wired. How about some close-ups and 
descriptions of the products? I have to admit I liked the groovy 
outfits on Babs and Trixie; any chance of autographs? 

Jay Morris 
via the Internet 


Net Insight 

I’m really impressed with your Decem¬ 
ber 1995 feature on the Internet (“The 
1,001 Best Web Sites,” page 121). I’m 
new to the Internet and the World Wide 
Web and found many of the sites you 
recommended very interesting and full 
of information—especially the ones deal¬ 
ing with science. Your suggestions of 
products and services have never let me 
down. And if I’m looking into buying a 
product, I always turn to your magazine 
first to see how it rates. I think your 
reviews and features are well thought 
out, to the point, and very fair. Keep up 
the good work! 

Joseph C. Elliott 
via CompuServe 

Fresh Web Site 

I was disappointed that Mentos’s FAQ 
page did not make your 1,001 best of the 
Web in the candy-site section. If you get 
chills every time you see one of those 
dreadful Mentos advertisements, you’ll 
probably like this site. And the Mentos 
Art Gallery is not to be missed. 

Paula Vogel 
via the Internet 

HOW COULD WE? Check it out at 
http://www.best.com/~dijon/tv/ 
mentos/mentos-Faq.html. Any 
other sites we missed? Let us know. 
And let us know why, too. 


Game Theories in 3-D 

I read your December 1995 Pulse story on 
3-D (“Welcome to the Third Level,” page 
64) with great interest. Will 3-D graphics 
revolutionize the industry? Maybe. Will 
PCs overtake game consoles? I hope not. 
Game consoles are more reliable and 
cheaper and gaming platforms. Ever heard 
of Donkey Kong Country? Or Killer 
Instinct? Both games sold millions. But 
neither is available on the PC, and they 
won’t be. Leave the games to the consoles. 

Scott Nicolson 
via America Online 

Good News for Paper 

I disagree with your December “Radar” 
about newspapers (page 65). I’ve used the 
Internet to read a newspaper, and it takes a 
lot less time to turn a paper page than to 
wait 30 seconds or more for the correct Web 
page to load. And speaking of things on the 
way out, I’d bet money that online services 
such as America Online and CompuServe 
will lose favor. It’s cheaper to use an Internet 
provider. I use NetCom, and for $20 a 
month I get 40 hours of time on the Net 

Paul Chinnery 
via the Internet 

Internet Cooperation 

Many readers have written to your pub¬ 
lication in the last few months complain¬ 
ing about the lack of local Internet access 


in rural areas. Here in Helena, Montana, 
100 citizens who were concerned about 
not having a local-access provider 
formed a cooperative association (similar 
to rural agricultural cooperatives) to 
work on getting Internet access. Some¬ 
thing to think about. 

C. T. Canterbury 
via the Internet 

Cleveland Seeing Stars 

Great “Free Stuff” in your December 1995 
issue! (I-Way Patrol, page 365.) But in 
your ratings scale, you compare a two-star 
product to “a week in Cleveland.” That’s 
not fair. When was the last time you went 
to Cleveland? Have you ever listened to 
our orchestra at Severance Hall? Or seen 
our art museum? And have you visited the 
Rock’n’Roll Hall of Fame? Or boarded a 
train in the most beautiful station in the 
world? We have entertainment galore, as 
well as diverse cultural offerings. Don’t 
judge what you’ve never seen. 

Hanne L. Kirkilas 
via Prodigy 

NO OFFENSE. We picked Cleveland 
because it strikes us as a non¬ 
vacation destination, not because 
it’s a bad place to live. We could 
have picked Foster City, California 
(our magazine’s headquarters), for 
the same reason. 



The cover of your December 1995 issue 
touts the “Best 1,001 Internet Sites.” Inside, 
the title changes to the “The 1,001 Best Web 
Sites” (page 121). Internet and Web are not 
interchangeable. In the last few years, the 
Internet has grown dramatically and has 
become far more than just Web sites and 
FTP sites for cool Windows software. 

Chuck Skinner 
via the Internet 

ON THE CONTRARY, Web technology 
is exactly what has made the Internet 
grow so explosively in the last few 
years. It’s no coincidence that 
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(It does not, unfortunately, monitor taste.) 



Introducing the first color printer-copier. The HP CopyJet. 


Look at the vivid color. Look at the flawless 
reproduction. Don’t look at the hat. What’s 
important is that the new CopyJet gives you 
the quality you’d expect from an HP color 
printer, and it has the full functionality of 

<fc Q A Q PC* a color c °P ier - Besides the 

departmental convenience, 

•Estimated U.S. retail price. Actual price may vary. tWrth Adobe PostScript.® Adobe PostSc 


the CopyJet is easy to operate and uses plain 
paper. If the whole department needs color 
printing and copying, there’s the network- 
ready HP CopyJet M + , for *3199. That’s just 
a fraction of the money you won’t have to 
spend for color copies. Which will make you 
look good, no matter what you’re wearing. 

is a trademark of Adobe Systems Incorporated. PE12S84 
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IVIull Picture (Almost) Perfect • Why AOL? • Poor OS Winner 


when the Internet became graphical, 
it spawned more and better sites 
devoted to graphical operating 
systems like Windows. 

Image Is Everything 

John C. Dvorak’s December 1995 column 
(“Cheese!” page 75) demonstrates an 
abysmal lack of understanding of photog¬ 
raphy as a medium. Eventually, electronic 
imaging will replace film, but not in our 
lifetime. The demise of film is decades 
away. Sharp resolution is just a pipe dream 
for digital cameras right now. As Kodak 
learned the hard way with its Disc camera, 
photography is more than taking snap¬ 
shots. It’s an art form. 

J. J. Stewart 
via CompuServe 

MforlWP 7 

What are you thinking? How can you rate 
America Online the best online service in 
your MVP Awards? (“The Most Valuable 
Products of the Year,” December 1995, 
page 196.) This service is expensive, uses 
outdated hardware, and doesn’t have a 
firewall in place. There isn’t a local-access 
number for America Online in my area. I 
pay $20 a month for a local provider and 
get point-to-point protocol, static Inter¬ 
net protocol, and no line-time charge. 

Nathaniel Raddin 
via the Internet 

AMERICA ONLINE’S WINDOWING, 

multitasking interface, and rich 
content are what make it a winner. 

For Web browsing only, you’re better 
off with a local-access provider. But if 
you’re looking for an all-purpose 
online service that's easy to use, 
America Online is an excellent choice. 
(For more details, see this month’s 
“Online Superguide,” page 115.) 

A Costly Victory 

In his December 1995 letter, Jeff Millard 
says that anyone who hasn’t bought 
Windows 95 is a “loser” and he and Bill 
Gates are "winners” (“Win with Win¬ 
dows 95,” Mail, page 56). I understand 
why Bill Gates is a winner, but what’s 
that got to do with Millard? He lucked 
out on a decent operating system this 
time, after spending who knows how 


much on IBM’s OS/2 Warp (which he 
claims he’s thrown in the trash) and 
Apple’s Macintosh (which he says he 
uses as a paperweight). 

Jeff Weidauer 
via CompuServe 

Thanks for Sharing 

I have been a shareware-games developer 
for 12 years, and was shocked that a mag¬ 
azine like yours would publish outdated 
information as you did in your December 
Mail section (“Free, for a Fee,” page 56). 
Shareware is not free; it must be regis¬ 
tered if people want to use it. After a free 
trial period, if people want to continue 
using the shareware, they must pay for it. 
Users don’t decide how much it’s worth, 
nor do they make “donations.” They pay 
what the author of the program charges. 

Steve Estvanik 
via CompuServe 

YOU’RE RIGHT: If you decide to keep 
a shareware program, pay the fees. 

We regret the misunderstanding. 

Taming the Internet 

Good job, PC Computing ! I loved your 
“Underground Internet” article in the 
November 1995 issue (page 195). I could 
not have received this issue at a better 
time. Your guide helped me take advan¬ 
tage of my new modem by letting me 
quickly access some good Web sites on 
the Internet. Thank you for helping me 
tame the Internet monster. 

R. Jasso, Jr. 
via the Internet 

For the Record 

The correct rebate prices for Quicken’s 
financial packages (“Quicken Taps into 
Online Banking,” November 1995, page 
84) are $5 off Quicken 5, making the pur¬ 
chase price $35; and $10 off Quicken 
Deluxe 5, making the purchase price $50. 


Got a favorite Web site to share? 
Send your thoughts about this and other 
subjects to Mail, PC Computing, 950 
Tower Lane, 19th Floor, Foster City, 
CA 94404; fax: (415) 578-7059; Internet: 
72241.1724@compuserve.com; 
CompuServe: 72241,1724. Letters are 
subject to editing for length and clarity. 


To find out how 
the HP CopyJet 
can pay for 
itself in a year, 
call 1-800-761-8999 
Ext. 113a 
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Call now or contact us at 
http://www.hp.eom/info/l 133 
and we will send you print 
samples demonstrating the 
incredible color reproduction 
of the HP CopyJet. We will 
also be glad to include a 
detailed product brief 
explaining our inkjet tech¬ 
nology with precision digital 
color imaging. Find out 
about the HP CopyJet and 
start saving money on color 
printing and copying today. 
A year from now you’ll be 
happy you did. 
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We offer unsurpassed 
(And by the look' 



The DCS 465 digital camera back 
is compatible with medium format 

cameras (HASSELBLAD, MAM1YA) 
and 4 x 5 view cameras. It offers 6 

million pixel resolution, and works 
with professional flash systems. 


The DC50 zoom camera is our newest 
point-and-shoot. It comes with three levels 
of image resolution, and a 3:1 zoom lens. 
PCMCIA-ATA compatible card optional. 


You may wonder why Kodak offers so 
many digital cameras. We didn’t start out 
this way. We started out with one. The first 
megapixel digital camera ever built, in 1986. 

Since then, we’ve made cameras for 
NASA, for professional photographers, for 
medical professionals, desktop publishers, 
and business people. As one camera 
couldn’t possibly meet the diverse needs 
of these people, we’ve created cameras 
that do. And our family has grown. 




The DCS 460 digital camera 
offers 6 million pixel 
resolution, and a high sensitivity 
for shadow and detail. 
Our premier digital camera. 


While Kodak Digital Science M cameras vary 
from high-end to point-and-shoot, what 
they share are the very things that make 
them Kodak cameras. A commitment 
to preserve image quality through every 
stage of the digital process. And the 
technology to make it so. 

Technology including a sensor 
designed for computer images, not video 


. 













digital image quality, 
of it, quantity too.) 



I The DCS 420 digital camera 

■- sports 1.5 million pixel resolution, 

■ of 5 images in 2.25 seconds. The 
B perfect NIKON camera partner. 



The EOS-DCS 5 digital camera works 
seamlessly with CANON auto focus 
lenses, offers 1.5 million pixel 
resolution, and a continuous burst rate 
of 10 images in just over 4 seconds. 

output, that captures fine detail. A color 
filter array pattern that holds images true 
to form while minimizing pixellation. A 
patent-pending compression algorithm, that 
prevents data loss during storage. And of 
course, Kodaks color expertise, responsible 
for our rich, true, saturated palette. 

Together, this technology captures 
and protects images and color like no 


The DC40 camera offers a choice of 
snapshot and high-resolution pictures, 380,000 
pixel images, 24-bit color, and a focus-free lens. 

Our most affordable digital camera. 

other single-shot digital camera, resulting 
in unsurpassed picture quality that you can 
only get from Kodak. 

To find out more about our full line 
of Kodak Digital Science cameras, please call 
us at 1-800-322-2177 ext. 604 in the U.S., 
1-800-465-6325 ext. 36100 in Canada. 

Or visit us on the World Wide Web 
at http://www.kodak.com/ 

Kodak ck 

digital science~ 



It's how you put pictures to work™ 

Circle 120 on reader service card. 
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Technology Forecast, 



'95 ’96 

SOURCE: OATAQUEST 


Windows 95 Explodes: 

You thought a lot of 
copies of Windows 95 
were sold last August? 
1996 is expected to be 
Microsoft's banner year. 


Online Log-ons 


100% 



SOURCE: COMMERCENET CONSORTIUM 


Point of Access: Of the 

estimated 37 million 
people who have Internet 
access, more than half 
are surfing from the 
comforts of home. 


Gender of Online Users 


■ Male W 

■ Female 75 

!■ 1 | “ 
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Who’s Online: The 

Internet is still overrun by 
males, but the gap is 
closing in commercial 
online services, with 
women making up nearly 
half the subscribers. 



FUTURE WATCH 

prr’e 

Crystal Ball 

Being at the helm of the' com¬ 
puter industry, the editors of 
PC Computing have the inside 
word on everything. We’ve 
managed to get a glimpse of 
future technologies and prod^ji 
ucts that could revolution! 
the way we work. Just remem 
her that you heard it here first 
Internet Everywhere It's, 
no secret that the Web is grow¬ 
ing faster than the national debt, 
and 1996 will be a blowout year. 
More and more apps, languages, 
and viewers are being built into 
Web pages and browsers. Web 
incarnations like Macromedia’s 
Shockwave for Director, 
Adobe’s Acrobat, VRML, Sun 
Microsystems’ Java, and 
Microsoft’s BlackBird author¬ 
ing tool will make those stag¬ 
nant HTML pages obsolete by 
year’s end. Start thinking ISDN 
modems, too, because in the 
next few months you’ll see Web 
pages dressed up with anima¬ 
tion, sound, and video. You’ll 
also see Internet integration 
added to almost every app on 
the market. Products such as 
Peachtree Accounting, Lotus’s 


No Illusion: Expect big price drops, huge performance 
gains, flat displays, and the Internet everywhere in 1996. 


Notes, and Elan Software’s 
GoldMine already have some 
form of integration. 

Megahertz to Burn The 

150MHz Pentium Pro was just 
announced, but it’s already 
being brushed aside by 
200MHz Pentium Pro systems. 
Dual-processor 200MHz Pen¬ 
tium Pros running on Windows 
NT will soon become the 
choice of power users. 

Jointly developed by 
Motorola, IBM, and Apple, a 
new desktop machine that will 


run any Windows NT, OS/2, 
Macintosh, or Unix application 
will finally be available by the 
end of the year. Also keep an 
eye out for $500 machines from 
the likes of Sony, IBM, and Sun 
Microsystems that will act 
chiefly as terminals into the 
Internet or your own server. 

Gigabytes to Burn Costs 
are plummeting for traditional 
hard drives, while Ultra-SCSI 
2GB drives from Seagate and 
Quantum are quickly coming 
to market. Removable-storage 


UPDATES 

| Best Bets and Bargains 


% 

PHONE POWER 

ELECTRONIC IN-BOX 

SUPERSTORAGE 

SMART SEARCHING 

i 

The $119 Phone 

Scan paper pages 

Get 8GB of fast 

Find and index 

11 

Blaster is a fax¬ 

onto your hard 

network backup 

millions of Web pages 

; 1 

modem, voice-mail 

drive with Primax’s 

storage with the 

instantly, both online 

“ 1 

system and sound 

$249 PaperEase 

$699 MiniFlex. 

and offline, with the 

• : 

card in one. Contact 

personal scanner. 

Contact Storage 

$95 WebCompass. 

i 1 

Creative Labs at 

Contact Primax at 

Dimensions at 

Contact Quarterdeck 

S I 

(800) 998-1000. 

(800) 338-3693. 

(408) 954-0710. 

at (800) 683-6696. 

3 
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Reader Service No. 604 

? I 


,y 1996 















Web Appliances 


devices are getting faster and 
cheaper. By 1997, 1GB drives 
will cost less than $200. Look 
for tape backup to go the way 
of the eight-track. Meanwhile, 
eight-speed and ten-speed 
CD-ROM drives are also on 
their way—with tiny price 
tags. However, we probably 
won’t see many CDs that take 
full advantage of the speed for 
quite some time. 

The Other Windows 
Windows 96 should arrive by 
the end of the summer, but 
Windows NT—with its Win¬ 
dows 95-like interface—could 
steal the thunder. Windows 
NT’s full 32-bit performance 
(parts of Windows 95 are still 
16-bit), excellent security, and 
crashproof code make it ideal 
for mission-critical business 
applications. It’s also the only 
operating system to harness 
dual-processor systems. 

Seeing Is Believing 
Conventional tube monitors 
aren’t going away, but you’ll 
soon have better options. 
Fujitsu’s 42-inch flat Plasma- 
tron display is turning heads, 
as are 21-inch models from 
Sony and Mitsubishi. New 
flat-panel, high-resolution 
LCDs from NEC Technolo¬ 
gies—the same displays that a 
year ago cost a staggering 
$14,000—are dropping below 
the $4,000 mark. 

Intelligent Tools What 
about software? Bill Gates’s 
vision includes applications 
with smart features that will 
customize and automate tasks. 
OLE and Apple’s OpenDoc 
will be better integrated into 
applications, letting you use 
various apps simultaneously on 
one document. Did we mention 
Internet integration? Don’t be 
surprised if you can surf the 
• Web with Minesweeper. JL 


A Chip off the New Block 

The days of separate peripheral cards for 
sound, graphics, and modems are numbered. 
Chromatic Research has developed the 
Mpact, a programmable multimedia 
processor that handles videoconferencing, 
communications, 3-D, video, and sound on a 
single chip. Nor is Intel asleep at the wheel: A 
Pentium code-named MMX [MultiMedia 
Extensions) is due out by year’s end. rs 


Pentiums and CD-ROM drives used to 
come in only high-end desktops. Here 
are the least expensive Pentium 
notebooks with CD-ROM drives we 
could find as of November 21,1995. 
Product_Price 

Tl Extensa 550CD $2,865 

Computer Discount Warehouse 
(800) 886-4239 

Twinhead Slimnote 875CX $2,999 

Twinhead Corp. 

(800) 995-8946 

Toshiba Satellite 400CS $3,198 

Bulldog Computer 
(800) 438-6039 

Tl Extensa 550CDT $3,329 

NECX Direct 
(800)961-9209 

NEC'Versa 4000D $3,639 

PCs Compleat 
(800) 598-4727 

Reader Service Numbers: Computer 
Discount Warehouse, 6op; Twinhead 
Corp., 6o6; Bulldog Computer, 607; 
NECX Direct, 608; PCs Compleat, 609 


RADAR: Notes Killers, Pentium Power Times Two 

What’s on the scope? If a blip is near or moving toward the middle of the 
radar screen, check it out. If it’s moving off the screen, steer clear for now. 

^ Closing In 

Q On Its Way Out 


Web Appliances: Why nourgrass ugd,„. 

surf the Web from a a 

$2,OOD'desktdp when a 

$399 Web appliance . 

from Oracle or Sun 

Microsystems will do v 

the trick? The network yS 

is the computer. / i 

Intrawebs: So much for \ 
Lotus’s Notes. Publish your 
Slimware: Paper-light _— own Web pages on your loc< 

notebooks pocket-size PD£*r network and view them with 

trim portable-storage / \ ^ * A i_ * 

devices—if it's thicker and the hottest, simplest 

heavierthan a Frisbfe. leave \ groupware around— 

ltathonie ' m Netscape’s Navigator. 


Smart Bays: Who needsaM 
expansion slots? Notebook 
Smart Bays now hold floppy 
drives. CD-ROM drives, hard 
rnsves. and batteries. 


WordPerfect: The one-time | 
1-processing champ still ’ 
hasn't released a 32-bit 
ion—and unless it finds a 
mt company soon, maybe 







Pulse 


Jabra-Net, Cable Modems, Shockwave on the Web 



Instant Internet 
Calling Card 

If you’re calling oyerseas, why 
pay an international charge 
when TCP/IP does the trick 
for free? Jabra-Net combines a 
headset, VocalTec’s Internet 
Phone, and AlgoRhythm’s 
PC Phone—all for $99. 

Provided you have a full- 
duplex sound card and a fast 
modem, Jabra-Net turns your 
desktop PC into a hands-free 
telephone. With VocalTec’s 
Internet Phone, you can place 
calls over the Internet. Algo- 
Rhythm’s PC Phone, a TAPI- 
compliant, Windows-based 
telephony package, lets you 
place and manage phone calls 
from your desktop. 

The best part of the bundle is 
the Jabra Ear Phone hardware, 
which comes with an extra 
package of ear molds. And 
because Ear Phone can hook 
into any standard sound card or 
headset port, you can take it 
with you to listen to music, 
play games, or watch in-flight 
movies (although in coach class, 
you’ll probably have to pay the 
headset fee anyway). 

Buy Jabra-Net for the Ear 
Phone, and consider the soft¬ 
ware—Internet Phone and PC 
Phone—a nice bonus. With this 
package, a sound card, and an 
Internet connection, you can 
make free phone calls to any¬ 
one with a similar setup. RS 

Jabra-Net / Jabra Corp. / 

(800) 327-2230 / $99 est. street 
price / Reader Service No. 6ia 


Must-See Web TV 

What’s on the Web tonight, honey? @Home, a new joint venture from cable 
giant Tele-Communications Inc. and media mogul Will Hearst, might have the 
answer. @Home is a cable-based service that offers 1-Way access at more 
than 500 times the speed of V.34 analog modems. It uses a customized 
version of Netscape’s Navigator to bring TV-quality video to your desktop. 
Sound cool? Well, don’t trash your modem quite 
yet. @Home is merely in the testing stage, 
cable-modem prices have yet to be set, and Web 
pages will have to be redesigned to take full 
advantage of @Home’s features, rs 

@Home /TCI and Kleiner, Perkins, Caulfield & Buyers/ (415) 833-4950/ 

Price not available at press time/ Reader Service No. 611 


MACROMEDIA SHOCKWAVE FOR DIRECTOR 



Shocking Web Effects 


The World Wide Web is chang¬ 
ing face once again. Along with 
recent Web developments like 
Borland’s Latte (a Java develop¬ 
ment kit) and Adobe’s Acrobat 
viewer for the Web (code- 
named Amber), Macromedia’s 
Shockwave for Director pro¬ 
vides an easier way to build 
multimedia into Web pages: It 
takes files created in Macro¬ 
media’s multimedia develop¬ 
ment software, Director, and 
optimizes them for the Web. To 
view pages made in Shockwave, 
Macromedia is offering a free 
plug-in for Netscape’s Naviga¬ 
tor 2.0. Using the viewer, you 
can experience interactive 
graphics, sound, and animation 



Eye-Popping: Shockwave 
for Director delivers 
multimedia-laden Web 
pages like this one. 


right from your Web browser. 

The good news for develop¬ 
ers is that all content is created 
with Macromedia’s Director. 
The bad news for the rest of us 
is that Director is the hallmark 
program for creating multi- 
media CD-ROMs. In theory, 
developers could take the con¬ 
tent they’ve created for a CD- 
ROM and slap it onto the 
Web, leaving surfers with 
choking modems. 

Macromedia’s free Shock- 
wave developer kit optimizes 
Director movies for the Web 
by compressing them to 60 
percent of their original size. 
And with every developers’ 
kit, Macromedia includes tips 
and tricks on how to get 
Director files to their absolute 
smallest before they’re com¬ 
pressed. Plus, the Shockwave 
viewer has been optimized for 
caching and streaming Shock- 
wave files, and includes some 
security features. 

Once you get past the band¬ 
width issue, you’ll find that 
Shockwave-enhanced pages are 
amazing. Animation elements, 
buttons that churn out sound 
effects when you click on them, 
and simple interactive games are 


only some of the things already 
available. From a development 
Standpoint/Director is easier 
to learn and work with than 
any Java-based product we’ve 
seen. And some big names, 
including Netscape, MTV, 
and USA Today, are already 
using Shockwave to develop 
Web pages. 

Expect a rocky start as 
multimedia-minded develop¬ 
ers compress files originally 
made for CD-ROM and hope 
they work well on the Web. 
But with 250,000 registered 
users of Director, and a devel¬ 
opers’ kit that’s free (so far), 
expect to see some knockout 
pages soon. You can down¬ 
load the free Shockwave plug¬ 
in for Netscape’s Navigator 
2.0 and find links to early 
Shockwave-enhanced pages at 
Macromedia’s Web site (http: 
//www.macromedia.com). JL 

Shockwave for Director / 

Macromedia / (800) 326-2128 / Free / 
Reader Service No. 613 

Contributors to Pulse: Kyla 
K. Carlson, James Oliver 
Cury, Mike Hogan, Scott 
Naylor, Rich Schwerin. 
Edited by Jack Lyon. 
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The Techies 
Want Performance. 



The Number Crunchers 
Want Affordability. 


Multi-talented. A brilliant 
addition. Magnavox monitors 
offer resolutions up to 
1600 X 1280, refresh rates 
over 100Hz and a 0.28mm 
dot pitch for sharp, vibrant 
color and flicker-free images. 


Terrific value. A real deal. 
With autoscan capability, 
precise on-screen display 
and energy-saving, built-in 
power management, 
Magnavox monitors give 
you more for your money. 


Get What You 
Want With 
Magnavox. 

With a full-range of smart 
features, Magnavox has every¬ 
thing you’re looking for in a 
monitor. Available in 14", 15", 
17", 20" and 21" screen sizes 
(12.86", 14.33", 16.22", 19.5" 
and 19.68" viewable image sizes) 
there’s one to fit your needs. 
Built to last and backed by a 
3-year warranty*, it’s no surprise 
Magnavox has become one of 
the world’s largest monitor 
manufacturers. For everything 
you’ve always wanted in a 
monitor, visit your retailer or 
call 1-800-835-3506. 



The Boss Wants 
Reliability. 



Works overtime. Very 
dependable. Backed by a 
3-year warranty*, you can 
rely on the 17" Magnavox 
CM4018 (16.22" viewable 
image size) color monitor 
around the clock for every¬ 
thing from video conferences 
to business reports. 


No One Puts More In A Monitor. 

Circle 198 on reader service card. 
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MAGNAVOX 

Smart. Very smart ® 
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de pork bellies and 
futures in my boxers. 



wsmmm 


With my new Acer® Aspire " Desktop, I can take on Wall Street 

Aspire. lo Do More. 

from home. Aspire has Windows 95, an Intel Pentium processor 
and 16MB of memory 1 , so I can explore complex “what if” 
trading scenarios. With its voice-activation capability, I can 


get into my financial programs without typing. 


The 28.8kbps fax modem 1 and speakerphone 

A few more things 

help me cut deals over the phone or online. 

I can do with my Aspire: 

And with built-in voice mail, I never miss a call. I can even 

Order out for pizza. 

calculate my net worth or improve my golf swing, because 

Manage my own portfolio. 

Aspire includes 50 preloaded software and reference titles. 
Design an addition to my home. 

Plus, the five-speed CD-ROM 1 drive, AuraSound " 3-D stereo 

Lower my handicap. 

speakers and accelerated graphics are terrific for multimedia. 
Download financial articles online. 

I set up my Aspire in less than five minutes. And ACE, the 
And make my own plane reservations. 

Acer Computer Explorer, helps me navigate with ease. With 

Aspire, it's easy to keep control of my finances and my life. 


_ Microsoft 8 

pentium* Windows®95 


For the location of the Acer Aspire dealer nearest you, call 
1-800-S29-ACER. Or visit us on the World Wide Web at 
http://www.acer.com/aac/ 

Cirde 167 on reader service card. 
















Everybody 
said printers 
would 
eventually 
get this good. 


Introducing the OL600e. 

The first inexpensive 
personal business printer 
to go really fast 
and really sharp. 

It prints 6 fast pages per minute 
of sharp 600 dpi-class output. 

It runs on Windows® and DOS. 

And it’s the only printer that 
can do it at this price ($399* in 
the U.S.). 

Shop around. You’ll see. 

Then call 1-800-OKI-TEAM 
ext. 613 for a dealer near you and 
a print sample. 

6 pages per minute. 

600 dots-per-inch class output. 

Windows and DOS compatible! 

5 Year LED printhead limited warranty. 

100 sheet paper tray standard. 

Multi-purpose feeder and 

250 sheet universal tray optional. 

21 years of experience and over 
7 million printers sold. 

For a full spec sheet, our Fax Back 
number is l'800-654-6651. Ask for 
document 1014- 

Your business 

HAS NEVER LOOKED BETTER.™ 

(http://www.okidata.com) 

•Estimated retail price. Actual price may vary. tSystem requirements: 
8 MB PC RAM & 8 MB free space on hard drive; Windows 3.1, 3.11 
or Windows for Workgroups. ©1995 Okidata Reg. T.M., M.D. Oki 
Electric Industry Co., Ltd. Your Business Has Never Looked Better 
T.M. Oki America, Inc., Windows Reg. T.M. Microsoft Corp. 
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The A-List 


Editors’ Top Picks by Wendy Taylor 


£ Low-Cost 
Desktop PC 





Micron Electronics 

PI 33 Millennia 

Want to see Windows scream? Warn 
to see it again? 

$3,148, 133MHz 
. Pentium, 16MB RAM, 

/ 1.6GB, 6X CD-ROM. 

Sept. 1995, page 106 
300) 515-9197 

Reader Service No. 618 

Hewlett-Packard 

Vectra XU 6/150 

RISC power in an x86-based 
system. Feed it native 32-bit apps only. 

$5,700, 150MHz 
. Pentium Pro, 32MB 
f RAM, 2GB hard drive. 

Jan; 1996, page 86 
(800)752-0900 

Reader Service No. 619 

Micron Electronics 

P120 Millennia 

A trim minitower design and enough 

$2,699, 120MHz 
* Pentium, 16MB RAM, 
f 1.2GB hard drive. 

Sept. 1995, page 106 
(800) 515-9197 

Reader Service No. 620 

Dell Dimension P75t 

First-rate features at a cut-rate 
price—our favorite combination. 

$2,029, 75MHz 
Pentium, 16MB RAM, 

/ 1GB, 4X CD-ROM. 

Say tuned 
(800)433-6675 

Reader Service No. 621 

Compaq Presario 

CDS 982 

Command central for any home office- 
manages your fax, voice, and e-mail 

,' $2,199, 90MHz 

. Pentium, 16MB RAM, 

/ 729MB hard drive. 

Nov. 1995, page 503 
(800)888-5816 

Reader Service No. 622 

IBM Power Series 850 

Workstation might meets Pentium 
prices in this PowerPC rocket. 

$6,796, 133MHz 
PowerPC 604, 32MB 
/ RAM, 1GB hard drive. 

Nov. 1995, page 71 
(800)426-7255 

Reader Service No, 623 

Polywell Poly 500P8 

The most PC for your money— 
we checked. 

$2,848, 133MHz 
t Pentium, 16MB RAM, 
/ 4X CD-ROM drive. 

Jan. 1996, page 132 . 
(800) 999-1278 

Reader Service No. 624 

Compaq ProSignia 

300 5/90 

Who needs an information systems 
department? This server is so 
well designed, it runs itself. 

$5,434, 90MHz 
. Pentium, 32MB RAM, 

/ 2GB hard drive. 

Nov. 1995, page 138 
(800)345-1518 

Reader Service No. 625 

Digital Prioris LX 590 

Our labs call it the fastest server 
to hit our test bench; we call it a 
great deal. 

$4,418, 90MHz 
, Pentium, 192MB RAM, 
/ 4X CD-ROM drive. 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800) 344-4825 

Reader Service No. 626 

Compaq ProLiant 1500 

A reliable anchor for 15 or more 
network nodes. 

$16,212, 100MHz 
Pentium, 128MB RAM, 
two 2.1GB SCSI-2 drives. 

Nov. 1995, page 138 
(800) 345-1518 

Reader Service No. 627 

Hewlett-Packard 
NetServer5/100 LH 

Room for two processors and loaded 
with technical wizardry. 

$14,758, 100MHz 
, Pentium, 192MB RAM, 
/ four 1GB SCSI drives. 

Nov. 1995, page 140 
(800) 322-4772 

Reader Service No. 628 

Toshiba Satellite Pro 
A10CDT 

Big desktop power—but take only what 
you need on the road. 

$4,699, 90MHz 
. Pentium, 8MB RAM, 

/ 4X CD-ROM drive. 

; 1M. 1996. page 94 
(800) 999-4273 

Reader Service No. 629 

IBM ThinkPad 701C 

George Jetson would be envious; the 
butterfly keyboard spreads its wings 
when you open the case. 

$2,299, 50MHz 
486DX2, 8MB RAM, 

/ 540MB hard drive. 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800) 426-7255 

Reader Service No. 630 

Texas Instruments 
Extensa Model 450 

All the extras of Dell’s Latitude and 
Toshiba’s Satellite for hundreds less. 
Let the price wars begin! 

$1,799, 75MHz 
486DX4, 4MB RAM, 
j 340MB hard drive. 

Dec. 1995. page 92 
(800) 848-3927 

Reader Service No. 631 

Gateway 2000 Solo S90 

removable CD-ROM drive; and 
wired for sound. 

$4,799, 90MHz 
. Pentium, 16MB RAM, 
/ 1.2GB hard drive. 

Nov. 1995. page 74 
(800 424-0854 

Reader Service NO. 632 


IBM ThinkPad 760CD 


n 12.1-inch display. 


$7,449, 120MHz 
. Pentium, removable 
f CD-ROM drive. 


Nov. 1995, page 
(800) 426 7255 
Reader Service No. 633 
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High-Resolution 

Graphics 

Accelerator 



Hewlett-Packard 
LaserJet 5MP 

You can buy a faster laser, but not 
a better one. Plus, who needs cables? 
Beam jobs to the IR port instead. 

$800, 6 ppm, 600 dpi, 
. PCL 5 (PostScript 
/ optional), infrared port. 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800)752-0900 

Reader Service No. 634 

Canon BJC-4100 

and priced for mortals. 

$369, 720-by-360- 
* dpi black, 360-by-360- 
/ dpi color. 

This issue, page 140 
(800) 848-4123 

Reader Service No. 635 

Hewlett-Packard 
DeskJet 855C 

Near-laser-quality color output 
for a tenth of the price. 

$499,600 dpi, 

, 7 ppm black, 

/ 3 ppm color. 7 

This issue, page 140 
(800) 752-0900 

Reader Service No. 636 

Citizen PN60 

Slip it in your briefcase, then wow 
clients when you produce color 
pages on the spot. 

$339,300-dpi thermal 
j transfer, 1.5 pounds. 

Feb. 1995, page 64 
(310) 453-0614 

Reader Service No. 637 

Hewlett-Packard 
LaserJet 5Si MX 

Even 50-page print jobs fly out 
faster than you can trot down the 
hall to claim them. 

$3,499, 24 ppm, 

600 dpi, PCL 5e, 
f PostScript Level 2. 

Jan. 1996, page 89 
(800) 752-0900 

Reader Service No. 638 

Tektronix Phaser 340 

Drop-dead, solid-ink color at just 

11 cents per page. 

$4,995,4 ppm, 

. 600-by-300-dpi 
/ black and color. 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800) 835-6100, ext. 1253 

Reader Service No. 639 


Hewlett-Packard 

DeskJet 1600C 

Churns out brilliant color pages faster 
than you can produce them. 

$1,400, 9 ppm black, 

4 ppm color. 

Stay tuned 
(800) 752-0900 

Reader Service No. 640 

I Nanao FlexScan T2-20 

It’s like buying orchestra seats for 
Windows—and worth every penny. 

$2,163, 20-inch, 

1,600 by 1,200 pixels, 
/ Plug and Play. 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800) 800-5202 

Reader Service No. 641 

1 Sony Multiscan 17sf 

Sweet 17-inch deal. Looks great, too. 

$850,1,280 by 
j 1,024 pixels at 60Hz. 

Dad, 1995,-page 158 : 
(800) 352-7669. ext-119 
Reader Service No. 642 

I Matrox MGA 

I Millennium 

3-D acceleration make this the 
graphics accelerator to covet. 

$480, 4MB WRAM, 
1,280 by 1,024 pixels 
I at 76Hz, PCI interface. 

pee. 1995, page 158 
(800) 583-4353 

Reader Service No. 643 

1 Iomega Zip Drive 

Chic, purple, and portable. And the 
cartridges are removable. 

$199, 25MB or 100MB 
cartridges, SCSI or 
/ parallel interface. 

This issue, page 175 
(800) 697-8833 

Reader Service No. 644 

1 NEC MultiSpin 4Xc 

The best bargain around: Queue up 
seven discs in this quad-speed jukebox 
for the price of a single-disc drive. 

$349, SCSI interface, 
j seven-disc changer. 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800)6324636 

Reader Service No. 645 

1 Seagate Medalist 2140 

Be greedy. At these prices, why not 
get two? 

$530, Fast ATA-2, 

. 10.5ms access time, 

/ 2.51GB storage. 

Stay tuned 
(408)438-8111 

Reader Service No. 646 

Mega Drive Systems 

MR5 RAID Disk Array 

The best kind of insurance for your 
network data. 

$12,745, 5GB 
, RAID array. 

Nov. 1995, page 186 
(800)404-6342 

Reader Service No. 647 

Visioneer PaperPort Vx 

The quickest way to tame your paper 

$359, 400-dpi 

Jan. 1996, page 92 


The ultimate for business multimedia. 


The best of both worlds—a 28.8Kbps 


Jan. 1996, page 173 
(800)998-5227 
Reader Service No. 649 


•ESTIMATED STREET PRICE. 


scanner,; document- (sow 787-7007, ext. 102 

/ management software. Reader Service No. 648 

$249, 32-voice 
. polyphony, 16-bit 
/ DSP - 

$895, ISDN and V.34 this issue, page 78 

. (28.8Kbps). (800)877-2677 

/ Reader Service No. 650 
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“MOST BANG „ 
FOR THE BUCK.” 


(BUT DON’T TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT!) 




ProClass 288 
LCD V.34 

ISew Estimated Street Price: $359 




ProClass 288 Practical Class 288 
MTV.34 Mt II V.34 


ProClass 288 
EZ-Port™ 

I\ew Estimated Street Price: $289 


PC WORLD June 1995 
BEST BUY 


HOME OFFICE COMPUTING Jan. 1995 
EDITORS PICK AWARD 


PC WEEK April 3, 1995 
ANALYST CHOICE 


■ “the best combination of price, 
performance, features, and support”... 
way ahead of the pack." 

■ “best overall value in a V.34 modem.” 

■ “the clear Best Buy in this roundup." 

BYTE/NSTL LAB REPORT June 1995 
BEST OVERALL 

■ “top honors in almost every aspect 
of our benchmarks." 


■ “represents the cutting edge of today's 

telecommunications technology...and 
better priced." 

PC MAGAZINE March 14,1995 

■ “it’s performance out distances even 

much more expensive modems." 

■ “by far a top performer overall.” 

■ “best - performing modem.” 


■ “provided the most efficient built-in 

power management." 

■ “best combination of price and 
performance." 

BYTE/NSTL LAB REPORT June 1995 
BEST OVERALL 

■ “the modem ran extremely well, finishing 
first in our PC Card fax testing." 


When it comes to value, industry editors and buyers think Practical. Our latest line 
of high-speed modems has been capturing all the awards, making Practical an 
incredible value. And with 7 day technical support and a lifetime limited warranty,* 
you will be very satisfied. For more information on _ 

the complete line of Practical modems, call PRACTIFAX PRACTICAL 

at 800-225-4 7 74 and select Document #3015, or BBBIBUCBAI C 
. call 800-964-2937, Ext. 610 for a dealer referral. f^BtUrncrSMLB® 


©1995 Practical Peripherals. Phone: 770-840-9966. Practical, the Practical Peripherals logo, PROCLASS, and EZ-Port are trademarks of Practical Peripherals. 
♦Five year warranty on PCMCIA modems. 

Circle 253 on reader service card. 
























Graphics Applications 


The A-List 


Continued from page 54 



Lotus Word Pro 96 




smart spell-checking and versioning 
control give Word Pro 96 an edge. 

While Quattro Pro and Lotus 1-2-3 
languish in the 16-bit world, Excel 


$499 (Standard 
Edition), 28MB to 
89MB hard disk space. 

$75, Windows 95 
or Windows NT 3.51, 
8MB RAM. 

$339, Windows 95 
or Windows NT 3.51, 
8MB RAM. 


Sept. 1995, page 83 
(800)426-9400 
Reader Service No. 651 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800) 343-5414 
Reader Service No. 652 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800) 426-9400 
Reader Service No. 653 




Microsoft Access 
for Windows 95 

The database usability and productivity 
champ—for novices and experts alike. 

$339, 486 CPU, 

( 12MB RAM. 

Jan. 1996, page 162 
(300)426-9400 

Reader Service No. 654 

Lotus Freelance 

Graphics for 

Windows 95 

Reason enough to upgrade to 

Windows 95. Great for flashy 

$329 ($99 upgrade), 
Windows 95, 18MB to 
40MB hard disk space. 

Sept. 1995, page 94 
(800) 343-5414 

Reader Service No. 655 

Microsoft Publisher 
for Windows 95 

The ultimate vanity press: Create 
terrific-looking pages without 
even trying. 

$80, 386 CPU, 6MB 
RAM, 6MB hard disk 
space. 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800) 426-9400 

Reader Service No. 656 

QuarkXPress 3.31 
for Windows 

Produces pages as slick as the ones in 
your hands. PageMaker shops should 
check out PageMaker for Windows 95. 

$550, 486 CPU, 

8MB RAM, 12MB to 
15MB hard disk space. 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800) 788-7835 

Reader Service No. 657 

CorelOraw 6 

The all-in-one graphics toolkit for 
Windows 95: Draw, edit, and design 
your own masterpieces. 

$439, Windows 95, 

. 486 CPU, 8MB RAM. 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(613) 728-0826, ext. 3080 

Reader Service No. 658 

Adobe Photoshop 3.0 
for Windows 

A digital darkroom for your PC. A 
Windows 95 version is just 
around the corner. 

$500, 486 CPU, 8MB 
RAM, 20MB hard 
disk space. 

Nov. 1994, page 106 
(800) 521-1976 

Reader Service No. 659 

Intuit Quicken 

Deluxe 5 for Windows 

Never visit a bank again-this is 
branch-office checking from your 
hard drive. 

$60, 386 CPU, 4MB 
RAM, 7MB hard disk 
space. 

This issue, page 159 
(800) 624-8742 

Reader Service No. 660 

Intuit QuickBooks Pro 4.0 

Cheaper than your average accountant, 
and a lot easier to understand. 

$189,486 CPU, 

4MB RAM, 12MB 
hard disk space. 

This issue, page 92 
(800)624-8742 

Reader Service No. 661 

Delrina CommSuite 95 

One launchpad for all your Internet 
fixes. Sends e-mail and faxes, too. 

$99, 486 CPU, 

8MB RAM, 30MB 
hard disk space. 

Nov. 1995, page 83 
(800) 721-9156 

Reader Service No. 662 

Netscape Navigator 2.0 

Still the best way to explore the Web. 
Download the new Windows 95 
version from ftp://ftp.netscape.com. 

$49, Windows 95, 

4MB RAM, Internet 
access. 

Jan. 1996, page 108 
(800)638-7483 

Reader Service No. 663 

Lotus Organizer 2.0 

The interface is a little precious— 

but the networking and usability extras 

are first-rate. / 

$99, Windows 3.1, 

386 CPU, 8MB 
hard disk space. 

Feb. 1995, page 118 
(800)343-5414 

Reader Service No. 664 

Microsoft Project 
for Windows 95 

Takes the work out of teamwork—the 
easy way. 

$469, Windows 95, 

386 CPU, 20MB 
hard disk space. 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800) 426-9400 

Reader Service No. 665 

Symantec 

Norton Utilities 
for Windows 95 

Resuscitates dead files and diagnoses 
hardware problems before they happen. 
Everyone should have a copy. 

$90, Windows 95, 

486 CPU, SMB RAM. 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800)441-7234 

Reader Service No. 666 

Vicarious Our Times 

•ESTIMATED STREET PRICE. 

The best crash course in 20th-century 
history we’ve ever taken. Don’t miss it. 

$70, Windows 3.1, 

386 CPU, 4MB RAM, 
CD-ROM. 

This issue, page 301 
(800) 465-6543 

Reader Service No. 667 


















Pentium' OverDrive' processor up 


Pentium OverDrive processor 
now available. 

Is your PC 
stuck in the slow 
lane? A Pentium® 



OverDrive® processor can dramatically 
boost your current CPU’s performance 
and get your software really moving. 
So, if you’re not planning to move up to 
a Pentium processor-based PC just yet. 


then this is a good alternative for you. 1 
As our fastest single-chip processor I 
upgrade, the Pentium OverDrive proces- 
sor is a very affordable way to upgrade I 
many Intel486™ processor-based PCs. I 











g-ade. Shift your PC into high gear. 


For more information, contact your 
local PC dealer. Or you can dial our 
FaxBack* number at 1-800-525-3019, 
doc. #8739; call 1-800-538-3373, 
ext. 296; or visit our Web site at 


http ://www. intel.com/procs/ovrdrive/ 
to learn more. 




Make The Connection 


O nly Micron can deliver server solutions built 
on such a unique heritage of award-winning 
speed, performance, reliability and service. Computer 
Shopper has substantiated our claim by awarding 
Micron the Best Network Server Buy for 1995. And 
just like all Micron systems, the PowerServer SMP 
is engineered to meet the challenge of your most 
demanding information processing needs-with no 
compromise in system reliability. 


Novell's rigorous lab tests. It's certification that the I 
PowerServer SMP is ready to run NetWare® when I 
you are. Plus all Micron products are 
backed with a 30-day, money-back 
guarantee with no questions asked. So 
it's no surprise why customers surveyed Approved 
by both PC World and PC Magazine said they are morel I 
likely to purchase a system from Micron again than I 
from any other manufacturer. The PowerServer 



NetWare 


And no server would be a server without 


P133 PowerServer SMP 


• Intel 133MHz Pentium * processor 

• Dual Pentium SMP ZIF sockets 

• 512K write-back cache, flash BIOS 

• Slots: 5 EISA, 2 PCI, 1 EISA/PCI 

• PCI 32-bit Ultra SCSI Fast-20 controller 

• 4X SCSI-2 CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• PCI 64-bit video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• Full-size tower with 10 drive bays 

• Microsoft* Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows* 5 95 CD 

A • 16MB RAM • 1GB SCSI-2 hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, 1280NI, .28mm monitor 

*3,599 Business lease $123/month 


SMP from Micron, an incredible server at an 
amazing price. 


• -ILgl Q 


*4,599 


Business lease $157/month 


P266 PowerServer SMP 


• Dual 133MHz Pentium processors 

• 512K write-back cache, flash BIOS 

• Slots: 5 EISA, 2 PCI, 1 EISA/PCI 

• PCI 32-bit Ultra SCSI Fast-20 controller 

• 6X SCSI-2 CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• PCI 64-bit video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• Full-size tower with 10 drive bays 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows NT Workstation 3.51 CD 

A * 32MB RAM • 2GB SCSI-2 hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, 1280NI, ,28mm monitor 

*5,499 Business lease Si 80/month 

B • 64MB RAM • 4GB SCSI-2 hard drive 

• 17" Micron 17FGx, 1280NI, .26mm monitor 

7,399 Business lease S242/month 



It's Your Call 

rffiSi 800 - 515-9197 

V WW/ http://www.mei.micron.com 

Pentium ELECTROI^^C. 

900 E. Karcher Road, Nampa, ID 83687 • Mon-Fri 6am-9pm Sat 7am-5pm i 
International Sales Hours: Mon-Fri 7atiK, 
208-893-3434 • Fa* 208-893-3424 • Purchase Order Fax 208-893-53__ 
Technical Support Available 24 Hours A Day - 7 Days A Week 
.Technical support E-mail: techsupport.meic@micron.c~~ 1 

I I 1*1 EE 
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PaulSomerson 

True Lies 



G o figure. Some people just can’t deal with success. They spend 
huge amounts of time demonizing today s two leading computer 
forces—Microsoft and the Web. They blather on endlessly, 
fouling America s airwaves and front pages with alarmist know-nothing 
glop. Half these guys are smoking their own company dope. The other 
half are just plain ignorant. Enough already. Here are their top ten lies: 


WITH THE INTERNET, WE WON’T NEED OPERATING 
SYSTEMS ANYMORE. Sheesh. We’ll still have local 
apps and hardware, and we will need some¬ 
thing reasonably fast to manage it all. For the 
foreseeable future, Windows will continue jug¬ 
gling our files and handling the bizarre array of 
misbehaving peripherals out there. 

And the corollary: MICROSOFT IS HEADED 
FOR BIG TROUBLE. Wrong again. All of corpo¬ 
rate America would like to be in such trouble. 
These are just jealous competitors whistling 
past their own graveyards. 

MICROSOFT WINS ONLY BECAUSE IT’S A MAR¬ 
KETING BULLY. Sure, its clout gives it a leg up. But 
its main products are uniformly terrific. 

NETSCAPE HAS THE INTERNET MARKET SEWN UP. 
Remember, this company got to its giddy posi¬ 
tion by tweaking shareware and letting every¬ 
body download it free. If some other 
respectable company puts a smarter, slicker, 
compatible browser up on the Web for every¬ 
one to download, it’s a whole new ball game. 

SYSTEMS VENDORS ARE DOOMED BY $500 DISK¬ 
LESS INTERNET WORKSTATIONS. Wishful think¬ 
ing by MIS control freaks and vendors who 
arrived too late in the market. 

THE FEDS ARE PROTECTING INNOCENT CHILDREN 
BY BANNING CYBERPORN. A ruse by prudes to 


prevent you from seeing things they don’t like. 
The first two Ws in WWW stand for World 
Wide. The guys with the pinup pics will just go 
offshore or find electronic ways to remain 
anonymous. Parents, take responsibility. 

THE WEB IS ELITIST—IT’S ONLY FOR THE HAVES. 
THE HAVE-NOTS WILL SUFFER. The Internetworks 
fine on a 386 with a $30 14.4Kbps modem and 
Windows 3.1. Schools and homes should be 
able to pick up these cast-off systems for next to 
nothing. And considering the benefits, a few 
bucks a month for online time isn’t outrageous. 

YOU NEED AN EXPENSIVE SPECIALIST TO CREATE 
A DECENT WEB SITE. It’s a snap to “borrow” the 
HTML code from sites you like (in Netscape’s 
Navigator just select View by Document 
Source) and adapt it for own your needs. Thou¬ 
sands of terrific sites have been created by nor¬ 
mal nonprogrammers. And push-button-easy 
authoring software is on the horizon. 

YOU CAN FIND ANYTHING ON THE WEB. Not 
with today’s primitive brute-force search 
engines, which often can’t locate what you need 
and instead drown you in a sea of useless hits. 

THE INTERNET WILL WIPE OUT ALL PRINT MEDIA. 
Print is cheap, dense, portable, and rich—and 
it doesn’t need wires or batteries. It’ll be popu¬ 
lar and powerful for decades. You’re proof. 





Micron.. 

The Best 

PC Money 

Can Buy! 


"The Millennia is nothing short 





































The Micron - 


Mi llennia 


W ith 133MHz of screaming Pentium® 
processor horsepower. Micron's P133 
Millennia races far ahead of established bench¬ 
marks into a whole new uni¬ 
verse of unbridled computing 
performance. And with new 
memory technologies like 
EDO memory and pipelined 
burst cache, this proven 
champion is optimized to 
perfection. The P133 
Millennia is ready to run the 
applications you want. Right now! There's 
Micron Millennia. So what's stopping you? 


P133 Millennia 

• Intel 133MHz Pentium processor 

• 256K pipelined burst cache, flash BIOS 

• 6X EIDE CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• SoundBlaster ” 16 stereo sound & speakers 

• PCI 64-bit video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• Tool-free mini-tower or desktop 

• Microsoft® Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows® 95 CD 


150MHz 

and 

166MHz 

Pentium 

processors 

available. 


A 


• 8MB EDO RAM • 850MB EIDE hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, 1280NI, .28mm monitor 

• Microsoft Works 95 CD 


*2,399 


Business lease $86/month 


B 


• 16MB EDO RAM • 1.2GB EIDE hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, 1280NI, ,28mm monitor 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 8i Bookshelf 95 CDs 


‘2,799 


Business lease $100/month 


P133 Millennia Plus 

• Intel 133MHz Pentium processor 

• 256K pipelined burst cache, flash BIOS 

• PCI 32-bit Ultra SCSI Fast-20 controller 

• 6X SCSI-2 CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• SoundBlaster 16 stereo sound 8i speakers 

• PCI 64-bit video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• Tool-free mini-tower or desktop 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows 95 CD 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 & Bookshelf 95 CDs 


A 


• 16MB EDO RAM • 1GB Fast SCSI-2 hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, 1280NI, ,28mm monitor 


‘3,199 


Business lease $109/month 


B 


• 32MB EDO RAM • 2GB Fast SCSI-2 hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, 1280NI, .28mm monitor 


‘4,199 


Business lease $143/month 


c 


• 32MB EDO RAM • 1.6GB EIDE hard drive 

• 17" Micron 17FGx, 1280NI, ,26mm monitor 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 8i Bookshelf 95 CDs 


‘3,799 


Business lease $130/month 


• With 120MHz Pentium processor..subtract $100 

• With 100MHz Pentium processor..subtract $200 


c 



Pentium 


• 64MB EDO RAM • 4GB Fast SCSI-2 hard drive 

• 17" Micron 17FGx, 1280NI, .26mm monitor 


‘6,099 


Business lease $199/month 


900 E. Karcher Road, Nampa, ID 83687 • Mon-Fri 6am-9pm Sat 7am-5pm (MT) 
International Sales Hours: Mon-Fri 7am-6pm 
208-893-3434 • Fax 208-893-3424 • Purchase Order Fax 208-893-5384 
Technical Support Available 24 Hours A Day - 7 Days A Week 
Technical support E-mail: techsupport.meic@micron.com 


Toll Free From Puerto Rico Call 

800-708-1756 


It’s Your Call 

800 - 515-9197 

http://www.mei.micron.com 


MICRON 

■ ELECTRONICS, INC. 
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"New PaperPort Vx. 



"—jyewr rspmvifrvT.' 

I? easiest way to 

intoycm VC,. 


Organize everything easily. 

Mark-up your documents, then put 
them in files you create. Instantly find 
whatever you need with our powerful 
search tools. 


I'SBIP 


Copy,fax, and edit—at your fingertips. 

Just drag and drop your document to 
your fax, e-mail, word processors, 
printers—and more. You'll never again 
have to babysit the fax machine or 
wait in line for the copier. 


With Visioneer’s new PaperPort Vx, 
you can get paper into your PC in 
as little as two seconds—and put it to 
work with unmatched simplicity 
and speed. 

Get paper in fast. 

Just feed any piece of paper (up to 
8.5" wide and 30” long) —a letter, 
photo, newsclip, receipt, business 
card—into PaperPort Vx. In seconds, 
it appears on your screen. Crisp and 
clear. Easy to read. And ready to be 
faxed or e-mailed, edited or copied, 
printed or filed with incredible ease. 

Put it to work—instantly. 
PaperPort Vx has direct links to 
hundreds of the most popular software 
applications, so you can automatically 
integrate paper into the applications 
you use everyday—your fax, on-line 
service, word processor, contact 
manager, spreadsheet, and many more. 

Do even more with $249 worth 
of free software. 

PaperPort Vx includes the latest 
OmniPage LITE™ OCR software to 
transform scanned paper into editable 


text; Corex CardScan SE™ to automati¬ 
cally turn your pile of business cards 
into an electronic card-file of contacts; 
and PictureWorks Copier™ to turn 
your computer and printer into an 
instant copy machine—with power¬ 
ful features to resize your image and 
put multiple items (like receipts and 
business cards) on a single page. 

Superior readability, 
superior results. 

Only PaperPort Vx gives you exclu¬ 
sive SharpPage™ technology. So 
you get crisper scanned text—and 
your fax recipients get extremely 
legible pages, with no unreadable 
black blotches. And with up to 256 
shades of gray, PaperPort Vx accu¬ 
rately captures your snapshots and 
graphics—even magazine pages. 

So, instead of running papers around 
your office, use PaperPort Vx to zip 
them into your PC where you can put 
them to work. To find out moi 
us at 1-800-787-7007, Ext. 103 . 
or see your lpcal dealer. 



Super-small, super convenient. I 

PaperPort Vx fits between your keyboard I. 
and monitor, and installation couldn't be 
easier. Just plug it into a serial I 
or parallel port—no cards required. I 


i MVPt l 


Award-winning. 

PaperPort has won the most prestigious I 
awards for its usability and design. I 




PAPERPORT^ 
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John C. Dvorak 

A t.ten Nation 



A “Get Bill Gates” mood has permeated every new- 
product release at the big computer shows recently. 
I didn’t think much of this until two bug-eyed aliens 
arrived at my home last month and abducted me in their 
spaceship. I must have been knocked unconscious, because 
when I came to, I was seated at a big oval table with ten 


aliens. We were in a large conference room 
within an orbiting saucer. 

I quickly learned that there are two alien 
species visiting Earth. We’re familiar with 
the short, bug-eyed aliens who relish straw¬ 
berry ice cream. But there is a taller, more 
human-looking group that is also involved 
in abductions and general merchandising. 

An evil-looking alien gave me a menac¬ 
ing stare. “What do you know about the 
New Unification Movement?” he asked. 

“It’s a church run by some Korean.” 

He slapped me hard. “We have ways of 
making you talk!” 

Another alien stood up. “Blop, are you 
sure you have the right guy?” 

I was baffled. 

“Perhaps,” said the first alien. “Let the 
lecture begin.” 

A large screen came down from the ceil¬ 
ing for a 30-minute multimedia 3-D pre¬ 
sentation the likes of which I’ve never 
seen. It explained how two alien cul¬ 
tures—the NTs and the Oracle Sons— 
have been studying Earth for the last 100 
years. They stayed out of each other’s way 
until recently, when the NTs decided to 
do a little contact work, as they call it. 
They chose a candidate in high technology 
and decided to control the future of human 
development through software marketing. 

“We picked Mr. Bill Gates and decided 
to make him the richest, most powerful 
man in the world.” 

“Why him?” I asked. 

“Because he was the most unlikely can¬ 
didate. We thought it would be funny.” 

“That explains it,” I said to myself. 

• The presentation continued, showing 
how the aliens had a long-term plan to 


convert the world to a single unified com¬ 
puter platform. “Just as one culture unites 
in subconscious ways because everyone 
speaks the same language, we can get the 
whole world on one wavelength if every¬ 
one uses Windows!” 

It was then that I noticed the alien logo 
was similar if not identical to the Microsoft 
Windows logo. An alien saw me staring at 
it. “That is the symbol of our planet,” he 
said. “Look familiar?” They 
all laughed. 

“So what’s the point of 
putting everyone on the 
same platform?” 

“When people do some¬ 
thing in common, they 
develop singular thought 
processes. We’ve designed 
the interface to make people 
respond to our suggestions. 

Windows users can easily 
be manipulated to our will.” 

“What? Are you going 
to take over the world?” 

I was slapped hard for 
that comment. “None of 
your business. The point is 
that the people within the 
New Unification Move¬ 
ment are being manipulated 
by our so-called friends, 
the Oracle Sons. They are 
doing with the Internet lackeys what 
we’ve been doing with Microsoft. They 
have already created their billionaire and 
expect to topple our plans. Fools! So tell 
me what you know about Netscape.” 

“Netscape makes an Internet browser. 
The one most people seem to use. So?” 


The aliens chatted among themselves. 
The one who seemed to be the most impor¬ 
tant nodded his head at someone in the 
back. The mean alien looked at me and 
spoke. “Netscape means escape from NT. 
It’s a coded word. Pay attention to these 
things. Look, we’re going to show you 
something, and it’s up to you to warn the 
public.” The projector lit up a demonstra¬ 
tion of Netscape’s Navigator. 

Voice-over: “The human body is coded 
with a matrix of neurons, which can be 
bypassed with mechanical overrides that 
are sometimes needed to control the pop¬ 
ulation. This is done with motion con¬ 
trol. Navigator’s menus make the motions 
occur during a process called ‘surfing the 
Web.’ Note the movement is parallel to 
the human open-lock methodology, 
which we use to unseal the suggestibility 
of the brain—also known as 
the secret 44th movement 
in tai chi chuan. Thus we 
can implant command and 
control. We believe that this 
is no coincidence and that 
the Oracle Sons’ nation 
actually designed the prod¬ 
uct with this in mind. Com¬ 
pare it with the original 
Mosaic and see that the 
only changes are the ones 
that cause the human inter¬ 
lock to open by mechanics. 
Furthermore, the blinking 
Netscape icon was paced to 
hypnotize the user for 
deeper suggestibility.” 

I was aghast. “This is 
incredible. What’s the point 
of all this? Deeper sug¬ 
gestibility to what?” 

As I spoke, the ship 
rocked hard and a horn sounded. “We’re 
under attack!” The aliens scattered, leaving 
me alone. Suddenly, I was laying on the 
steps in front of my house. I have no idea 
what happened. Maybe it was a dream. But 
the alien explanation for this market seems 
as plausible as any I’ve heard lately. 


Alien ABDUCTIONS 

and general 

MERCHANDISING. 

Manipulating 
humans through 

^WINDOWS 

interface. 

Motion CONTROL 
to bend the will 
of WEB SURFERS. 

That explains it. 




Satellite 

When it comes to price, performance and value, nothing 
comes dose to the Satellite* Series. These feature-rich 
models make it possible for everyone to have power and 
performance m an inexpensive notebook. 


Satellite Pro 

WiA Satellite Pro’you can get affordable CD-ROM 
and portability in a multimedia notebook. This series 
offers the advanced features and power usually 
found in much more expensive machines. 



pentium- 


Satellite, Satellite Pro, Portege and Tecra. Quite possibly the best reasons there are for 
buying a portable computer. Four distinct Toshiba notebook lines assure that whatever 
your needs, there’s one uniquely suited to you. Toshiba portables offer uncompromised 


©1996 Toshiba America Information Systems, Inc. All products indicated by trademark symbols are trademarked and/or registered by their respective c 
Intel Inside and Pentium Processor Logos are trademarks of Intel Corporation. Product availability subject to change. 






















PORTEGE' 

The award-warning Portege® Series defines high performance 
in ultraportable computers. At under fine pounds , these 
super-lightweight notebooks are packed with features 
you’d only expect from full-size computers. 


Tecr/k 

Tecra™ embodies the absolute latest and greatest in portable 
technology. With the fastest Pentium • processors and 
most innovative features on the market, Tecra notebooks 
are the ultimate in power and performance. 


quality, and are recognized by the computer industry for technical superiority. And, Toshiba has award- 
winning customer service and support. That’s why Toshiba sells more portables than anyone in the 
world. Need any more reasons? Call 1-800-457-7777 for more information or a dealer near you. 

In Touch with Tomorrow 

TOSHIBA 

Toshiba. The World's Best Selling Portable Computers. 

Circle 215 on reader service card. 





New! 


Robotech Cobra, Dell Dimension, Micron Millennia 


Pentium vs. Pentium Pro 


Take our word 
for it: Recalculat- 

p™ 

150MHz system—or better 
yet, on a 200MHz PC—rocks 
you back on your heels. It 
takes as little as 80 seconds, 
chart redraws included. 

Is this level of performance 
attainable only from some back¬ 
room lab project at Intel? Not at 
all. You’ll see it in the first 
150MHz Pentium-based sys¬ 
tems from Micron and Robo¬ 
tech, and the first 200MHz 
Pentium Pro-based system, 
Dell’s Dimension XPS Pro200. 
All three define the upper limit 
of today’s PC performance. 

Which system and CPU is 
fastest? That depends on your 
applications and operating sys¬ 
tem. Like the first 150MHz 
Pentium Pro-based systems, 
the 200MHz Dimension per¬ 
forms no better than a 133MHz 
Pentium under Windows 95 
and Windows 3.x apps. Give it 
32-bit apps, however, and its 


performance is downright exhil¬ 
arating. Outfitted with Win¬ 
dows NT and 32MB of RAM, 
the machine performed nearly 
300 percent faster than Micron’s 
PI33 Millennia 133MHz Pen¬ 
tium on native Windows NT 
spreadsheet benchmarks. 

To the Limit The 200MHz 
clock speed especially shines in 
floating-point chores. Running 
Deneba Software’s Canvas 
illustration software, for exam¬ 
ple, the Dimension XPS 
Pro200 was nearly twice as 
fast as Micron’s P133 Millen¬ 
nia, and 33 percent faster than 
Dell’s own Dimension XPS 
Prol50. It showed a similar 
advantage under North Coast 
Software’s PhotoMorph. 

As you’d expect, the XPS 
Pro200 backs up its computa¬ 
tional prowess. The machine 
we tested came with 32MB of 
RAM, expandable to 128MB. A 
2.1GB hard drive is standard 
equipment, as is a 17-inch mon¬ 
itor and six-speed CD-ROM 
drive. Add a second hard drive, 


and you can pack as much as 
4.2GB of data in your worksta¬ 
tion. You have a choice 
between two video accelerators 
from Number Nine—the 
Imaginel28 or the Motion card. 
(We tested the Imaginel28 with 
4MB of VRAM.) 

For running native produc¬ 
tivity apps under Windows NT 
or OS/2, there’s little to be 
gained using the 200MHz ver¬ 
sion of the Dimension; the 
150MHz model delivers more 
than adequate performance. But 
for advanced modeling, CAD, 
and very high-end graphics, the 
$5,999 XPS Pro200 provides 
workstation-class performance. 
In fact, you may never have to 
lay out megabucks for a RISC 
system again. 

Power to the Plebes Of 

course, the number of native 
Windows NT apps on the mar¬ 
ket won’t exactly bowl you 
over. Many of us will be work¬ 
ing under Windows 95 well 
into the future. And for Win¬ 
dows 95, a basic Pentium packs 


OVERVIEW 


Intel’s Fastest: 150MHz and 200MHz CPUs 


150MHz Pentiums 

Windows 95 Applications 



THE MOST POPULAR WINDOWS BUSINESS APPLICATIONS. 

Split Seconds: Micron’s 150MHz 
Pentium was only slightly faster than a 
133MHz Pentium under Windows 95. 
Clock speeds really make a difference 
under floating-point operations. 


200MHz Pentium Pro 

Windows NT Graphics Applications 



DELL DIMENSION XPS PR0150 
NOTE: PERFORMANCE SCORES BASEO ON 32-BIT GRAPHICS 
APPLICATIONS RUNNING UNDER WINDOWS NT 3.51. 

Clock Breakers: Dell’s 150MHz and 
200MHz Pentium Pros run evenly on 
basic NT apps. Under graphics and 
floating-point chores, however, the 
200MHz machine is faster. 


almost as much power (and 
under some applications, more 
power) for far less money. 

Meanwhile, the much- 
delayed'150MHz and 166MHz 
Pentiums have finally arrived. 
Robotech and Micron are each 
introducing both, although the 
166MHz Pentium systems did¬ 
n’t arrive in time for our test¬ 
ing. The price difference 
between the Robotech systems 
is $100 (the 150MHz model 
costs $3,745 as tested; the 
166MHz model will cost 
$3,845)—small enough to opt 
for the faster of the two, purse 
strings providing. Likewise, the 
price difference between the 
150MHz and 166MHz Micron 
systems is a slim $200. 

Robotech’s Cobra XLT 
lagged slightly behind Micron’s 
P150 Millennia in Windows 
application tests. Even the 
133MHz Micron P133 Millen¬ 
nia scored faster than the 
Cobra. This may owe largely to 
the Cobra’s BIOS, which was 
in beta. Company officials say 
the shipping version is faster. 

The Cobra ships loaded 
with extras, which should give 
bargain hunters pause. Its per¬ 
formance is backed by 16MB 
of EDO RAM (expandable to 
164MB), a 512K L2 cache, 
Quantum’s screaming-fast 
1GB Fireball Enhanced IDE 
(EIDE) hard drive, and Dia¬ 
mond’s Stealth 64 video card 
with 2MB of VRAM (expand¬ 
able to 4MB). 

But don’t overlook the 
extras. You’ll also find Teac’s 
six-speed CD-ROM drive, 
Cobra’s own wavetable audio 
card, and a three-piece Yamaha 
speaker system with a separate 
subwoofer. Boca Research’s 
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Guide to PC Computing’s Ratings 

Excellent Market leader that offers exceptional performance.... 

Good Excels in many areas; a good buy . 

Acceptable Average for its class; a justifiable purchase . 

Poor Out of date or substandard; offset by some positive features 
Unacceptable Missing necessary features; avoid . 


.***** 

,..**** 

. *** 

. ** 
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Upper Limit: Dell’s 200MHz Dimension XPS Pro200 [front) is the fastest PC you can buy 
for running 32-bit Windows NT applications. For Windows 95 apps, 150MHz Pentiums like 
Robotech’s Cobra XLT [back) and Micron’s PI 50 Millennia 0eft) offer more forthe money. 


28.8Kbps fax modem is 
included in the price, as are a 
17-inch monitor and Novell’s 
PerfectOffice. Clearly, Robo- 
tech wants the machine to stand 
out for its dollar value in an 
intimidatingly crowded field. 

One for the Money As 
with the Cobra, Micron’s 
PI50 Millennia comes with 
16MB of EDO RAM, Quan¬ 
tum’s 1.3GB Fireball EIDE 
hard drive, and Diamond’s 
Stealth 64 Video with 2MB of 
0 VRAM. The P150 Millennia 
| uses a smaller 256K L2 cache, 
| yet it outperformed the Cobra 

o in application benchmark 

« tests. This is due largely to a 
“ more efficient cache. 

1 Beyond straight perfor- 
|. mance, the machines differ in 
£ their particulars. The PI50 


Millennia comes with a quad- 
speed CD-ROM drive; and a 
six-speed version will be stan¬ 
dard by the time you read this. 
It features Creative Labs’ Sound 
Blaster Vibral6 audio card and 
Advent speakers. The standard 
monitor is a 15-inch model; a 
17-inch monitor costs extra. 

And its price? As config¬ 
ured, the Millennia costs an 
eye-popping $3,348. Ante up 
for the 166MHz version 
($3,548) with a 17-inch moni¬ 
tor, and you’ll still pay well 
under $4,000. The extra cost 
for Dell’s Dimension XPS 
Pro200 makes sense if you plan 
to migrate to Windows NT, 
OS/2, or AIX in the near 
future and you expect to run 
native high-end graphics or 
engineering applications under 


these operating systems. Oth¬ 
erwise, the 150MHz Dimen¬ 
sion XPS Prol50 is a better bet 
for basic business applications 
running under Windows NT. 

Meanwhile, mainstream 
Windows 95 applications are 
flourishing, and the newly 
arriving 150MHz and 
166MHz Pentium systems 
such as Micron’s PI50 Mil¬ 
lennia and Robotech’s Cobra 
XLT will make these pro¬ 
grams sing. Welcome the new 
sweet spot in desktop power 
and performance. When the 
two systems are similarly 
configured, Micron’s PI50 
Millennia is cheaper and runs 
slightly faster than Robo¬ 
tech’s Cobra XLT. But nei¬ 
ther machine will steer you 
wrong. MARTY JEROME 
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Cobra XLT 

Usability **** 

Performance *** 

Technology *** 

Verdict *★* 

Great dollar value if Windows 
95 is your ticket to the future. 
Features as Tested: 150MHz 
Pentium, 16MB of RAM. 1.2GB 
hard drive, 512Kcache, 6XCD- 
ROM drive, 17-inch monitor. 


$3,745 est. street price 
Robotech 
(8001533-0633 
Reader Service No. 671 


Dimension 
XPS Pro200 

Usability **** 

Performance ***** 

Technology ***** 

Verdict ***★ 

Stunning performance awaits 
native Windows NT apps. 
Features as Tested: 200MHz 
Pentium Pro, 32MB of RAM, 

1.2GB hard drive, 6X 
CD-ROM drive, 17-inch monitor. 


$5,999 est. street price 
Dell Computer Corp. 

(8001289-3355 
Reader Service No. 672 

PI 50 Millennia 

Usability **** 

Performance ***** 

Technology ***** 

Verdict ***★ 

The fastest way to run 
Windows 95. 

Features as Tested: 150MHz 
Pentium, 16MB of RAM, 1GB 
hard drive, 256K cache, 4X 
CD-ROM drive, 17-inch monitor. 


$3,348 est. street price 
Micron Electronics 
(8001347-3490 
Reader Service No. 673 
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(THAT’5 UNDER DEVELOPMENT. IN THE MEANTIME, 

VOU CAN'T GET MORE ADVANCED COMMUNICATION* 50FTWAR 
THAN NEW DELRINA COMMUTE 95 FOR WINDOW* 95.) 


If you’re like most people, less than 
one percent of all your friends and 
business associates reside in parallel 
universes. Which means that new 
Delrina CommSuite™ 95 should suit 
you just fine, fi It’s the complete, 
affordable, integrated communications 
solution for Windows® 95, featuring 
breakthrough programs that fully 
exploit Windows 
95s multitasking, 
multithreading, 

32-bit capabilities. S New Delrina 
WinFax™ PRO 7.0 is the easiest and 
most powerful version ever of the 

Delrina, WinFax, Cyberjack, WinComm, TalkWorks, CommSuite, Guidebook, and CommBa 


worlds best-selling fax software. I 
You get true background faxing I 
and greater speed. It cuts faxing I 
time by up to a third. It has gray- 1 
scale quality faxing, 


$99 


integrates with MS® I 

Exchange, 101 ready-to-use cover® 
sheets and tools to design your® 
own. With the TalkWorks™ telepho- I 
ny option and your voice modem, I 
WinFax PRO turns your computer I 
into a voice mail system that takes messages, distinguishes I 
between fax and voice calls, has Fax on Demand, and an I 
integrated in-box for faxes, voice messages and e-mail. I 



Designed for 



Microsoft * 

Windows*95 











































Two independent labs proved the U.S. Robotics 
Sportster V.34 modem outperforms the leading 
external 28.8 modems. That’s not hype. 

It’s fact. And it’s what we and our 
customers have known all along. 

TeleQuality Associates and i| 
Henderson Communications M 
Laboratories put today’s popular 1 
28,800 bps V34 modems up against 9| 
the Sportster. And guess what - the 1J 
Sportster outperformed them all. 


SPORTSTER SUPERIOR IN 
CONNECTING AT OPTIMUM SPEEDS. 

The Sportster achieved the highest connect success rate 
scores, demonstrating a consistent ability to connect at top 
speeds. The differences were dramatic, with some brands 
connecting only 40% as often! 



SPORTSTER PROVED BEST IN COMPATIBILITY. 

Paired in every possible combination, 
the Sportster with True V.34™ topped 
them all in test after test. In fact, the 
Sportster proved more compatible with 
several of the other brands than those 
modems were with their own brand. 


SPORTSTER TOPS 
IN THROUGHPUT, TOO. 

Even under the widest array 
W‘~ of line conditions, U.S. Robotics 
P ' Sportster came in first, delivering up to 
177% more data. Which makes the bottom line 
simple: If you’re in the market for a V.34 modem, 
you can listen to a lot of stories. Or you can check 
out the facts. Call us for a summary report on the 
test methodology and findings. 



U.S. Robotics the USRobotics logo and Sportster are registered trademarks of U.S. Robotics. True V.34 is a trademark of U.S. Robotics. 
All other brand or product names are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of their respective companies. 























I HARDWARE: XPrint4920 • OptiPlexGX5133vs. Vectra VL • Courier 1-Modem vs. 
■ Impact • Designer Tower vs. Presario 9564 • PDAs • Business-Card Scanners 


NEC MultiSpin 4x4 CD-ROM Changer 

CD-ROM Goes into 4x4 Overdrive 



Four-Disc Drive: NEC’s trim, quad-speed MultiSpin 
4x4 CD-ROM Changer holds up to four CDs at a 
time-no caddies required. Inside the drive, a slotted 
magazine moves the discs into position as needed. 


Basic Quad: 

NEC’s MultiSpin 
4x4 definitely isn’t ■ 
the fastest quad- 
speed CD-ROM 
drive available; 
its performance 
was about 
average in our 
early speed tests. 



! AVERAGE DATA THROUGHPUT. 


uses an Enhanced IDE ir 


Loading a disc into 


bread into a toaster. With NEC 
Technologies’ new internal 
quad-speed MultiSpin 4x4 CD- 
ROM Changer, it is. The Multi- 
Spin 4x4 not only holds up to 
four CDs at a time (bye-bye, 
CD shuffle), it costs a mere 
$279—making it one of the 
most irresistible CD-ROM dri¬ 
ves to come along in years. 

The MultiSpin 4x4 doesn’t 
rely on caddies, trays, or multi¬ 
disc magazines to house CDs. 
Instead, it receives discs through 
one slot. Internal motorized 
arms suck them in and stack 
them in a slotted magazine car¬ 
tridge at the back of the drive. 
An elevator mechanism then 
shuffles the discs as needed. Best 
of all, the MultiSpin takes up no 
more space than a single-disc 
CD-ROM drive. 

Rack ’Em Up To load a 
disc, you just push one of the 
four numbered buttons on the 
front of the drive to select the 
internal slot you want. When 
the drive’s door opens, pop in a 
disc. If the slot you’ve chosen 
already has a CD in it, the 
MultiSpin ejects it and waits 
for you to insert the new one. 
Status lights beside each but¬ 
ton indicate the occupied slots, 
and which disc is being read. 

When you select a CD, it’s 
moved into position against the 
drive’s read head. The Multi- 
Spin reads only one disc at a 
time, but unlike other multidisc 
drives (such as Aiwa’s ACD- 
630), it can’t read one disc 
while ejecting or inserting 
other discs. The control panel 
has a headphone jack with a 


volume control, but it lacks 
audio-CD controls. To listen 
to music, you have to use a 
software-based control panel. 

You can set up the Multi- 
Spin by assigning a separate 
drive letter to each of the four 
internal slots, or assigning one 
drive letter to all of them with 
NEC’s own CD manager util¬ 
ity. The latter is often necessary 
because some CD-ROMs 
must be loaded from a particu¬ 
lar drive letter each time. 

Although the MultiSpin 4x4 
isn’t Plug and Play-compatible, 
installation is easy. The drive 


face, and an adapter board is 
also included for IDE-based 
systems. 

The Trade-offs The Multi- 
Spin 4x4’s excellent usability 
and low price make it a superb 
choice for desktop systems. 
However, its four-CD limit 
and ten-second switching time 
make it a poor choice for net¬ 
work file servers. In our tests, 
an early preproduction model 
yielded typical quad-speed 
CD-ROM data-transfer rates. 
The average access time was an 
unremarkable 265ms, but the 
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MultiSpin 4x4 
CD-ROM Changer 

Usability 
Performance 
Technology 
Verdict 
A four-disc, quad-speed 
CD-ROM drive for $279? 
Everybody should have one. 
Competition: Panasonic's Big 5 
offers a five-disc quad-speed 
changer for less than $300. 
Turtle Beach Systems has a 
three-disc quad-speed drive for 
around $210. NEC also makes 
the $349 MultiSpin 4Xc, a drive 
that holds seven discs, and has 
quad-speed performance. Umax 
Technologies' $269 MaxMedia 
CD-IS601 internal six-speed 
drive, Toshiba’s $415 XM-3701 
6.7-speed external unit, and 
several upcoming eight-speed 
drives are faster, but hold only 
one disc. 

Features as Tested: 128K 
buffer, EIDE interface, 
caddyless four-disc changer. 


$279 est. street price 
NEC Technologies 
(800) 632-4636, (508) 264-8000 
Reader Service No. 674 

drive’s CPU overhead—a mea¬ 
sure of how much processor 
power the drive demands—was 
a relatively low 46 percent. 

If performance is a critical 
issue, consider the new crop of 
fast CD-ROM drives, includ¬ 
ing Umax Technologies’ $269 
internal six-speed MaxMedia 
CD-IS601 and Toshiba’s $415 
6.7-speed external XM-3701. 
But if it’s the convenience of a 
multidisc drive you want, 
along with decent perfor¬ 
mance at a great price, the 
MultiSpin 4x4 is your best 
buy. DYLAN TWENEY 


Guide to the Ratings: ***** Excellent ****Good *** Acceptable **Poor * Unacceptable 
















M m .,| HARDWARE: 

IWGW! Xerox XPrint 4920 

First-class Color, Lavish Price 




Spectrum of Color: The 

XPrint 4920 does a fine 
job with business- 
graphic images such as 
color charts, illustrations, 
and presentations. But 
our tests found that 
photographic output is 
not as sharp as that of 
Apple’s Color Laser 
Writer 12/600 PS, which 
is more affordable. 


Living Large: 

Xerox’s sizable 
108-pound 
XPrint 4920 
supports 600- 
dpi color-laser 
output as well 
as PostScript 
Level 2. Token¬ 
ring and 
Ethernet 
network 
connections 
are optional. 
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XPrint 4920 

Usability **★* 

Performance **★ 

Technology **** 

Verdict **** 

Nice-looking output and easy 
to use, but pricey. 
Competition: QMS's color- 
laser printers use the same 
engine as that of Xerox’s XPrint 
4920, but don’t include the 
same outstanding software. 
Apple's Color LaserWriter 
12/600 PS includes network 
compatibility, has comparable 
speed and quality, and costs 
$600 less. 

Features as Tested: 24MB of 
RAM (16MB standard, 
expandable to 48MB), Adobe 
PostScript Level 2. 

Resolution: Upto 600dpi. 

Cost Per Page: 2.9 cents for 
standard blacktextand 
graphics, 20 cents per page for 
color with 20 percent coverage. 


$7,196 est. street price 
C$7,675 as tested, with an 
additional 8MB of RAM) 

Xerox Corp. 

(800) 349-3769, (716) 442-4028 
Reader Service No. 67; 


Color laser printers may not 
be getting cheaper, but they are 
getting smarter and easier to 
use. Case in point: Xerox’s 
4900 XPrint series. Street 
prices for the second-genera¬ 
tion XPrint color lasers range 
from $6,206 to a lofty $8,546, 
but gains in output quality and 
usability are outstanding. 

The XPrint printers are 
available in three models: the 
4915, 4920, and 4925. Each 
printer is built around the same 
engine, but resolutions vary, 
with the 4915 capable of 1,200- 
by-300 dpi, and the 4920 and 
4925 capable of 600-by-600 
dpi. We tested the midrange 
$7,196 XPrint 4920. 


Installing the XPrint 4920 
is painless. The toner and 
developer cartridges, fuser, and 
photoreceptor are all in place. 
A large, illustrated poster walks 
you through each step. The 
only grunt work involved is a 
two-minute oil-bottle installa¬ 
tion and software setup. 

No Dirty Work The 
XPrint 4920’s drivers are some 
of the best we’ve seen. They 
cover everything from detailed 
descriptions of extra-cost 
options to tips on how to best 
use color in your documents. 
Within your applications, the 
easy : to-use tabbed driver inter¬ 
face controls document options. 
Intelligent Color, similar to 


Hewlett-Packard’s ColorSmart 
for Windows, automatically 
recognizes the difference 
between text and graphics, and 
adjusts the print quality so you 
get the best results. 

You’ll find the XPrint 
4920’s output impressive. Text 
output has improved substan¬ 
tially over that of the first- 
generation 4900 machines—it’s 
much sharper with less toner 
splatter. Color graphic images 
are sharp and bright, although 
photographic images weren’t 
as crisp as those of Apple’s 
Color LaserWriter 12/600 PS. 

Net Results Designed to 
sit at the end of a network, the 
XPrint 4920 is fast. It churned 


out a 50-page document sprin¬ 
kled with graphics in just over 
6 minutes; and a 3-page pre¬ 
sentation loaded with color 
printed in less than 4 minutes. 
The XPrint’s speeds are com¬ 
parable to those of QMS’s 
similarly designed magicolor 
LX. With optional $548 Eth¬ 
ernet or $715 Token Ring kits, 
the XPrint 4920 will satisfy 
office network needs. 

The XPrint printers are fine 
products offering great software 
and first-rate output. The only 
drawback is price. Apple’s com¬ 
parable Color LaserWriter 
12/600 PS has built-in net¬ 
working support, yet costs $600 
less. KYLA K. CARLSON 


Guide to the Ratings: ***** Excellent ****Good *** Acceptable **Poor * Unacceptable 
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New! 


HARDWARE: 

Dell OptiPlex GX 5133 vs. H P Vectra VL Series 4 MT 


Network-Ready Pentium Power 



Low Maintenance: Dell’s OptiPlex GX 5133 (left) and 
HP’s Vectra VL are 133MHz, network-ready Pentium 
systems designed to reduce network-management 
costs. Both include built-in Ethernet and easy-to-use 
Desktop Management Interface software. 


Net-Wired: With 
its 1GB Quantum 
Fireball hard drive, 
HP’s Vectra VL4 
slightly outperforms 
Dell’s OptiPlex GX 
5133. Dell’s 
OptiPlex, however, 
is the better buy. 


133MHz Network Pentiums 

Applications Performance 



Here’s a statistic 


year cost of owning, servicing, 
and upgrading a networked 
PC in a typical business 
exceeds $40,000. 

Sound outrageous? Not 
when you consider the costs of 
setup, upgrades, support, and 
maintenance for a networked 
PC. Aimed squarely at cutting 
those costs are two new 
network-ready 133MHz Pen¬ 
tiums—Dell’s OptiPlex GX 
5133 and Hewlett-Packard’s 
Vectra VL Series 4 MT. While 
HP’s Vectra is slightly faster, 
Dell’s OptiPlex offers the most 
value with more disk space and 
a lower sticker price. 

Plug and Port Both sys¬ 
tems have built-in lOBase-T 
Ethernet controllers for net¬ 
working. The OptiPlex sports 
3Com’s integrated parallel- 
tasking Ethernet controller; 
the Vectra has Hewlett- 
Packard’s comparable Ether¬ 
net adapter. Slapping an 
Ethernet controller on the 
motherboard, however, is no 
groundbreaking feat. What 
makes these systems big 
money-savers is their imple¬ 
mentation of the Desktop 
Management Interface (DMI). 

Developed in 1992 by a 
group of industry-leading 
companies, DMI lets you 
monitor hundreds of statistics 
on networked PCs, including 
each one’s make and model, 
serial number, RAM and hard 
drive configurations, and types 
of accessory boards. DMI also 
monitors software over a net¬ 
work so a support staff can 
track licenses and automati¬ 
cally update them before they 
expire. With information like 
this at the fingertips of your 
support staff, downtime and 


upgrade costs should drop dra¬ 
matically. The support staff 
can monitor the entire office 
from one machine, without 
any interruptions on the net¬ 
work. With your network’s 
information centralized, it’s 
also easier to decide what com¬ 
ponents to upgrade and when. 

Both Dell and Hewlett- 
Packard preload the DMI soft¬ 
ware to their systems. In both 
cases, the software was easy to 
use and administer, and very 
useful for tracking system 
information across a network. 
Look for DMI to become the 
networking standard in the 
months ahead. 

Both machines performed 


respectably in our Windows 
application tests. The Vectra 
had a slight edge over the 
OptiPlex in raw performance, 
partially due to its optional 
Matrox MGA Millennium 
graphics card included in the 
model we tested. Both systems 
ship standard with an S3 Trio 
64 graphics controller, but 
with the OptiPlex, Dell offers 
an optional upgrade to Num¬ 
ber Nine’s Imaginel28 video 
card with 4MB of VRAM. 

Speed and Value The 
Vectra’s performance advan¬ 
tage was partially thanks to its 
top-notch 1GB Quantum 
Fireball hard drive, which 
was slightly faster than the 
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OptiPlex GX 5133 

Usability 
Performance 
Technology 
Verdict 
A network-ready bargain. 
Features as Tested: 133MHz 
Pentium, 16MB of RAM. 1.6GB 
hard disk, quad-speed IDE 
CD-ROM drive, 15-inch 
monitor, Ethernet controller. 


$3,464 est. street price 
Dell Computer 
C800D 879-3355 
Readers Service No. 676 

Vectra VL 
Series 4 MT 

Usability ***** 

Performance ***** 

Technology **** 

Verdict **** 

An easy-to-manage, high¬ 
speed network node. 

Features as Tested: 133MHz 
Pentium, 16MB of RAM, 1GB 
hard disk, quad-speed IDE 
CD-ROM drive, 15-inch 
monitor, Ethernet controller. 


$3,832 est. street price 
HewlettrPackard 
,(8001752-0900 
Reader Service No. 677 

OptiPlex’s 1.6GB Western 
Digital hard drive. The per¬ 
formance difference, how¬ 
ever, is not enough to 
outweigh the OptiPlex’s extra 
600MB of hard disk space. 

Both the Vectra VL and the 
OptiPlex GX 5133 herald a 
new era for simple network 
maintenance. The DMI stan¬ 
dard means big savings on 
support and maintenance 
costs, and the preinstalled Eth- £ 
ernet cards save money and gj 
installation time. If you want o 
the best performance possible, < 
opt for HP’s Vectra. But with “ 
a bigger hard drive and lower | 
price, Dell’s OptiPlex is the § 
better value. ADAM MEYERSON I 
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Was born and raised in Paris. 

Has never been to the top of the Eiffel Tower. 









MoiAll HARDWARE: 

nuW I U.S. Robotics Courier 1-Modem vs. 3Com Impact 


Double-Duty Digital Modems 


Bridge to ISDN: Digital modems that combine an 
ISDN adapter with an analog modem deliver the 
best of both worlds. U.S. Robotics’ Courier 1-Modem 
[left] hits speeds of up to 28.8Kbps for analog and 
64Kbps for ISDN; 3Com’s Impact connects at up to 
14.4Kbps for analog and a speedy 128Kbps for ISDN. 


J ISDN-ANALOG MODEMS 


U.S. Robotics Courier 
1-Modem 


3Com Impact 




Speeds for analog modems are 
hitting the wall, while ISDN 
lines are cheaper than ever. So 
what’s everyone waiting for? 
While many online services 
and Internet-service providers 
have moved into the digital 
future, many more handle con¬ 
nections only from regular 
analog modems. If you’re 
ready for an ISDN speed 
boost, but still need to connect 
to some analog-only sites, a 
hybrid ISDN-analog modem 
is your best bet. 

We tested two new digital 
modems: U.S. Robotics’ 
Courier I-Modem and 3Com’s 
Impact. While the Courier was 
slightly easier to set up and 
twice as fast on the analog end 
(28.8Kbps), the Impact costs 
about $200 less and supports 
multilink Point-to-Point Pro¬ 
tocol (PPP) connections at 
ISDN’s top speed, a lightning- 
fast transfer rate of 128Kbps. 

Uncertain Connections 
Setting up an ISDN connec¬ 
tion has never been easy, and 
we struggled to properly con¬ 
figure both the Courier and the 
Impact. Neither unit comes 
with Windows 95 modem- 
configuration files, so you have 
to type in all the hardware and 
connection settings manually. 
The Courier’s software has a 
slight edge over the Impact’s, 
since it comes with a test mod¬ 
ule that warns you if you’re 
hooked up incorrectly. How¬ 
ever, both products could ben¬ 
efit from improved usability in 
this area. Each comes with 
run-of-the-mill communica¬ 
tions and fax software. 

Unless you know the inside 
scoop on how ISDN works or 
you don’t mind tinkering, 
you’ll probably need a profes¬ 
sional to hook you up. 
Between remembering modem 
commands and determining 


which line goes where, setting 
up can be a hairy business. 

Once they’re up and run¬ 
ning, both modems work 
well. And both have NT-1 
termination, which means you 
can use multiple channels at 
the same time for voice, fax, or 
data transmissions. 

The big difference is the 
Impact’s support for multilink 
PPP. It combines two 64Kbps 
channels, making the Impact 
twice as fast as the Courier. 
(U.S. Robotics will offer a free 
flash upgrade for multilink 
capabilities within the next few 
months.) Keep in mind that 
although the speed of multilink 


PPP is impressive, only one 
national Internet provider— 
PSI—currently supports it. 
Other major online services 
will offer support for the pro¬ 
tocol in the near future. 

Double Time The Courier 
is the clear winner for analog- 
modem performance, thanks to 
its 28.8Kbps fax modem. Ironi¬ 
cally, while the Impact offers the 
highest speed available for 
ISDN, it supports yesterday’s 
14.4Kbps modem speeds on the 
analog side. The Courier also 
has slighdy better fax and analog 
compatibility, supporting the 
v.34 standard and ensuring 
complete compatibility. The 
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Courier 1-Modem 

Usability 
Performance 
Technology 
Verdict 
Pie best choice for solid ISDN 
and 28.8Kbps analog-modem 
performance. 

Features: Single-link PPP (up 
to 64Kbps), 28.8Kbps analog- 
fax modem, built-in NT-1 
adapter, QuickLink II 
communications software. 


$895 est. street price 
U.S. Robotics 

(800) 877-2677, (708) 982-5010 
Reader Service No. 6y8 

Impact 

Usability *** 

Performance **** 

Technology **★* 

Verdict ★*** 

A mixed bag: Fast 128Kbps 
ISDN speeds, but only 
14.4Kbps on the analog side. 
Features: Multilink PPP (up to 
128Kbps), 14.4Kbps analog-fax 
modem, built-in NT-1 adapter, 
TurboCom2, Delrina’s WinFax 
Lite and WinComm Lite. 


$700 est. street price 
3Com Corp. 

(800) 638-3266, (408) 764-5000 
Reader Service No. 679 

Impact is still at v.32. 

While ISDN is becoming a 
reliable standard, it’s not per¬ 
fect. With a hybrid analog- 
ISDN modem, all of your 
online bases are covered. 
3Com’s Impact is the ISDN 
speed demon. Unfortunately, 
its analog component is limited 
to 14.4Kbps. U.S. Robotics’ 
Courier I-Modem is easier to 
set up and use, has analog 
speeds of up to 28.8Kbps, and 
should support multilink PPP 
within the next few months. If 
you don’t already have a 
28.8Kbps modem and want to 
move to ISDN, the Courier is 
your best bet. JACK LYON 
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To launch Wine 


used 4 networks, [" 


85 magazines, 

100 radio stations 


and, ahem, 


one server. 
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TO POWER THE 

ON-LINE LAUNCH OF WINDOWS* 95. 

MICROSOFT CHOSE THE 
DIGITAL PRIORIS HX 590DP SERVER. 

Failure was not an option on August 24. 

Microsoft’s official launch date for 

Windows® 95 marked the biggest new 

product introduction in industry history, 

not to mention one of the great all-out 

media blitzes. On this day, a minor glitch 

would have made headlines. So when all 

eyes turned to Microsoft-Microsoft 

turned to Digital. 

For the on-line launch of Windows® 
95, Microsoft plugged in the Digital 
Prioris Internet server—ten of them, in 
fact. A decade of Microsoft/Digital 
teamwork was behind the decision. So 
was the simple realiza¬ 
tion that, for a job that 
meant handling almost 
two million hits the first 
day, the Prioris HX 590DP was simply 
the best server around. After all, its fault 
tolerant features do include drive arrays, 
ECC memory, redundant cooling sys¬ 
tems and power supplies. Put simply, 
Microsoft chose Digital for the same 
reasons you should. Reliability. Power. 
And no slip-ups. 

Call 1-800 DIGITAL for your 
nearest reseller or visit our Web Site 
at www.pc.digital.com. 


pentium 
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MoiAll HARDWARE: 

HCiv! Packard Bell Designer Tower vs. Compaq Presario 9564 

No-Fuss Family PCs ■ 



Power-Packed: There’s little you won’t find in these 
two multimedia systems. Compaq’s Presario 9564 
[left] and Packard Bell’s DesignerTowereach ship 
with an impressive array of hardware and software for 
the entire family. Your home will never be the same. 

A Slight Edge: 

The Presario 9564 
was only slightly 
faster than the 
Designer Tower 
when running 
Windows 95 apps, 
despite its 
more powerful 
components. 


Multimedia Muscle 

Applications Performance 



NOTE: WINSTONE 96 IS A BENCHMARK THAT RUNS 13 OF 
THE MOST POPULAR WINDOWS BUSINESS APPLICATIONS. 


Looking for the ultimate multi- 
media system? You don’t have 
to buy it a la carte to get the best 
components. Two new Pen¬ 
tium PCs for the home or office 
from Compaq and Packard Bell 
put top-drawer multimedia 
components in astonishingly 
affordable packages. 

Compaq’s Presario 9564 and 
Packard Bell’s Designer Tower 
are minitower systems that 
offer PCI-based local-bus 
video controllers with 1MB of 
fast video RAM (upgradable to 
2MB) and generous 1.6GB 
hard drives filled with applica¬ 
tions. Windows 95 zips along 
on both systems, thanks to 
their 133MHz processors and 
16MB of memory. 

Each system also includes a 
15-inch, high-resolution mul¬ 
timedia monitor and full- 
duplex speakers to blast away 
your computing ennui. And 
you’ll find state-of-the-art 
communications centers on 
each, from which you can con¬ 
veniently manage your phone 
calls, faxes, and e-mail. 

Variations on a Theme 
What are the differences 
between the two? You’ll pay 
about $3,498 for Compaq’s 
Presario, while Packard Bell’s 
Designer Tower costs $500 
less. For the extra money, 
you’ll find some advantages 
with the Presario, including 
hardware MPEG 1 video for 
full-screen movies at up to 30 
frames per second, wavetable 
audio, a 64-bit PCI video 
adapter, and a 28.8Kbps fax 
modem. Packard Bell’s 
Designer Tower offers a less 
fancy package with software 
MPEG video, FM-synthesis 
audio, a 32-bit video adapter, 
and a 14.4Kbps fax modem. 
One minor glitch in the 
Designer Tower system is the 
strange way its speakers attach 


to the monitor. Other manu¬ 
facturers just have you slide the 
speakers onto pre-attached 
brackets on either side of the 
monitor and simply plug them 
in. The Designer Tower 
requires that you use a small 
tool and screw in the speakers, 
which is needlessly difficult. 

As the flagship of Com¬ 
paq’s home PC line, the Pre¬ 
sario is bristling with the best 
components money can buy. 
You haven’t seen or heard 
anything until you’ve experi¬ 
enced a CD-ROM-based 
movie on the Presario. Com¬ 
paq is the first company to 
combine hardware MPEG 
video with hardware-based 


wavetable audio, and the 
results are impressive. 

The Designer Tower’s 
multimedia offerings are a bit 
more modest than the Presar- 
io’s, but impressive none¬ 
theless. In our Windows 95 
multimedia application tests, 
the Designer Tower lagged 
only slightly behind the 
Presario. 

Many Faces With the 
Presario, you get to choose 
from among four desktop 
interfaces for Windows 95, 
although only Launch Pad is 
noteworthy as a fun and useful 
way for kids to compute and 
parents to supervise. By com¬ 
parison, the house-with-rooms 


Designer Tower 

Usability **** 

Performance ***** 

Technology ★★★* 

Verdict ★*★* 

Lots of multimedia power for 
a terrific price. 

Features as Tested: 133MHz 
Pentium, 16MB of RAM, 1.6GB 
hard drive, quad-speed 
CD-ROM drive, 14.4Kbps fax 
modem with voice messaging. 


$2,998 est street price 
Packard Bell Electronics 
(8001733-5858 
Reader Service No. 680 

Presario 9564 

Usability **** 

Performance ***** 

Technology ***** 

Verdict 

If they put any more in this 
box, it would burst. 

Features as Tested: 133MHz 
Pentium, 16MB of RAM, 1.6GB 
hard drive, quad-speed IDE 
CD-ROM drive, 28.8Kbps fax 
modem with voice messaging. 


$3,498 est. street price 
Compaq Computer 
(8001345-1518 
Reader Service No. 68 i 

metaphor of the Designer 
Tower’s Navigator interface 
is a visually rich alternative to 
Windows 95’s starkness—it’s 
the best choice for novices 
and children. 

Packard Bell’s Designer 
Tower and Compaq’s Presario 
9564 are both great systems, 
with almost all the add-ons 
you could ever need. The Pre¬ 
sario will set you back about 
$500 more, but you’ll get 
slightly better multimedia per¬ 
formance for your money, as 
well as a more sophisticated 
monitor. On a tighter budget? 
You can’t go wrong with 
Packard Bell’s Designer 
Tower. mike hogan 
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USE ABC GRAPHICS SUITE WITH YOUR MICROSOFT OFFICE SO 
YOU AND YOUR DOCUMENTS WILL BE MORE IMPRESSIVE THAN EVER. 

Designed for use in the “drag and drop" environment of Windows®95, ABC Graphics Suite is the perfect graphics 
extension to Microsoft Office 95. It arms you with market-proven, award-winning applications for diagramming, image 
editing, drawing, 3D text and graphics and media management of over 30,000 clipart images. You’ll get the new “6.0" 
versions of ABC Flowcharter? Picture Publisher? Micrografx Designer? and the revolutionary ABC Media Manager" plus 
Instant 3D? For only $149.95*; it's one of the most cost-effective ways to improve your business. 


wcMstff* O n I y $14 9.9 5* | 


VI 

MICROGRAFX' 

Circle 376 on reader service card. 


Call 1-800-376-5122 for a free** 
30-day trial CD, for more information or 
to use our automated fax back system, 
http ://www, micrografx.com 




















■kloiAfl HARDWARE: 

IHuW: Sony Magic Link PIC-2000 vs. HP OmniGo 100 Organizer Plus 


Wired from the Palm of Your Hand 



In Touch from Anywhere: Don’t want to lug around 
a laptop just to access appointment information? 

HP’s OmniGo 100 [right] is a great little organizer with 
a flexible display. Sony’s Magic Link PIC-2000 Qeft) 
goes beyond that, adding communication power. 


PERSONAL DIGITAL ASSISTANTS 



The days of jotting everything 
down in your leather-hound 
Day-Timer are far from over. 
But with the latest personal 
digital assistants (PDAs) from 
Hewlett-Packard and Sony, 
they’re definitely numbered. 

Hewlett-Packard’s OmniGo 
100 Organizer Plus is a personal 
organizer that helps you man¬ 
age appointments, lists, and 
contacts. Sony’s Magic Link 
PIC-2000 does these things too, 
but it also offers robust commu¬ 
nication tools and handles sev¬ 
eral online functions, including 
e-mail and faxing. At $349, the 
OmniGo is a useful, hand-held 
digital organizer. But if you 
need to stay connected, the $699 
Magic Link is a better choice. 

Get It Together Weighing 
under a pound, HP’s OmniGo 
includes some useful options 
not found in competing prod¬ 
ucts, like keyboard- and pen- 
based input. The keyboard’s 
tiny, Chiclet-size keys take 
some getting used to, so you 
can opt for pen input with 
Palm Computing’s built-in 
Graffiti handwriting-recogni¬ 
tion. Flexibility is another 
strength—you can flip back the 
OmniGo’s display 360 degrees, 
fold it behind the keyboard, 
and easily rotate it between 
portrait and landscape views. 

Unlike HP’s DOS-based 
LX line of palmtop computers, 
the OmniGo is based on 
Geoworks’ Geos, an efficient, 
graphical operating system 
with low resource require¬ 
ments—ideal for portable 
devices. In fact, many OmniGo 
applications—including an 
appointment calendar, phone 
book, notepad, spreadsheet, 
and calculator—are burned 
into 3MB of Geos ROM, giv¬ 
ing you all the standard apps 
without taking up any storage 
space. The OmniGo also 


includes 1MB of RAM and a 
Type II PC Card slot. 

Simply Magical Sony’s 
Magic Link PIC-2000 goes 
beyond basic information 
management, adding e-mail, a 
speakerphone, fax and paging 
communications, and online 
services, to form an unbeatable 
high-end PDA. 

The Magic Link uses Magic 
Cap, an intuitive, graphical 
operating system that includes 
Telescript, an intelligent agent 
technology useful for elec¬ 
tronic transactions. For exam¬ 
ple, you can use the Magic Link 
to browse for and purchase air¬ 
line tickets through the Official 
Airline Guide. The Magic Link 


includes 2MB of RAM, a back¬ 
lit screen, and dual Type II PC 
Card slots. Most input is pen- 
based, but there’s an optional 
full-size, flyweight keyboard— 
which is essential for entering a 
lot of information. The Magic 
Link also includes an infrared 
port and a 14.4Kbps fax 
modem that connects to several 
online and Internet e-mail 
services such as AT&T’s Per- 
sonaLink, Active Paper’s 
PrestoMail, and America 
Online. If you want to go wire¬ 
less, a few cellular-phone con¬ 
nectors are available, including 
Nokia’s new Nokia 232. 

As a hand-held organizer, 
the OmniGo is a powerful 


FILEBOX 


Magic Link 
PIC-2000 

Usability **** 

Technology **** 

Verdict **** 

The best way to communicate 
from the palm of your hand. 
Competition: Motorola's Envoy 
offers wireless communication, 
but costs twice as much. 


$699 est. street price 
Sony 

(800)556-2442 
Reader Service No. 682 

OmniGo TOO 
Organizer Plus 

Usability *** 

Technology **** 

Verdict **★ 

The smart, affordable 
hand-held organizer. 
Competition: Competitors 
include Sharp Electronics’ 

Zaurus, Psion’s Series 3a, and 
Casio’s Organizers. The OmniGo 
is the only one that includes 
handwriting recognition and a 
rotatable display. 


$349 est. street price 
Hewlett-Packard 
(800)443-1254 
Reader Service No. 683 

choice at a reasonable price. For 
twice the price, Sony’s Magic 
Link goes further, adding easier 
desktop connectivity and myr¬ 
iad communication options. 

Meanwhile, Palm Comput¬ 
ing (the same company that 
developed Graffiti) is working 
on a product code-named 
Touchdown, a card-deck-size 
digital organizer that keeps 
track of your meetings, con¬ 
tacts, and notes. For around 
$299, Touchdown will link to 
your desktop, acting more as a 
portable peripheral than a stand¬ 
alone PDA. Depending on your 
needs, Touchdown, due out by 
mid-year, might be worth wait¬ 
ing for. RICH SCHWERIN 
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fastest and easiest way 
for everyone to create 
great-looking greeting 
cards, stationery, 
banners and more! 


COKE4 


« GREETING CARDS 9 LABELS 9 BANNERS « POSTERS 

INVITATIONS * ENVELOPES BUSINESS CARDS * SIGNS 

9 CERTIFICATES 9 CALENDARS 9 LEnERHEAD Plus mush more! 


More great products from Corel: 












With an incredible 
selection of clipart, 
fonts, photos and 
phrases plus flexible 
design tools, Corel 
Print House is the 


Babbage's 


5ur 1 vVw-ic c' 


*US$ plus applicable taxes. tDealer may sell for lesi 

Circle 231 on reader service card. 


Clipart 

.a.JEK| 

5,100 4,500 

100 • 73 

Photos 

1,000 20 

Pre-written Phrases 1,000 200 









i|nu f | HARDWARE: 

IHCW ' Corex CardScan, CypherTech CypherScan, Panasonic NeoFile 


Business-Card Scanners Grow Up 


First generation business-card 
scanners were big on promises 
and small on delivery. Scan 
times were slow, OCR was 
hit-or-miss, and it was easier 
and safer to type in the infor¬ 
mation by hand. The newest 
business-card scanners from 
CypherTech, Corex Tech¬ 
nologies, and Matsushita make 
managing those little rectangles 
of paper more convenient by 
including direct hooks to per¬ 
sonal information managers 
(PIMs), intelligent scanning 
software, and batch processing. 
With all of these scanners, 
however, there’s still room for 
OCR improvement. 

It’s in the Cards Cypher- 
Tech’s CypherScan 2000 uses 
the same hardware as Umax 
Technologies’ BizCard Reader, 
so you feed the cards into the 
side of the device. The accompa¬ 
nying CypherScan 4.0 software 
includes high-end contact-man¬ 
agement features like customiz¬ 
able fields, search functions, and 
tabs for notes. It takes the soft¬ 
ware about 12 seconds to rec¬ 
ognize and process each card. 

Corex’s CardScan is similar 
to the CypherScan 2000. Both 
take up less space than a paper¬ 
back book. Stick a card face¬ 
down into each scanner, press 
the Scan button, and the OCR 
engine reads the contents and 
displays the card on a Rolodex- 
like screen. Save records in the 
included database software, or 
send the scanned cards directly 
to your favorite PIM or data¬ 
base. Both scanners process one 
card at a time, but if you prefer 
to load several cards at once 
you can defer the OCR process 
until all the cards have been 
pushed through. The software 
for both scanners separates data 
into the proper fields. 

The CardScan’s software 
provides fewer sorting and 



Three Ways to Capture Cards: The CardScan (from 
left) and CypherScan combine card scanners with 
contact software. The Panasonic NeoFile Business 
Card Reader shoehorns everything into a PDA. 


Spotty OCR: 

CypherTech’s 
CypherScan 4.0 
software drops 
scanned information 
right into your 
favorite PIM, but its 
OCR accuracy varies 
widely by card. 



viewing options, but has a 
cleaner, simpler interface. Like 
the CypherScan, the CardScan 
uses a Rolodex metaphor to 
store cards, takes about 12 sec¬ 
onds to process cards, and 
hooks directly into most major 
PIMs. You place cards on a 
bed in the center of the unit— 
not on the side—which helps 
prevent reading errors. 

Matsushita’s Panasonic 
NeoFile Business Card Reader 
uses a completely different 
approach. It acts as a stand¬ 
alone contact manager and per¬ 
sonal digital assistant (PDA), 
and includes a flip-up LCD 
screen, a tiny but functional 
QWERTY keyboard with 66 
keys, and an unusual side- 
mounted scanner. You can 


keep your contact database on 
this sleek minisystem or export 
it to a full-fledged PIM via the 
$125 add-on serial port and 
cable. It holds approximately 
500 records in memory. The 
software includes a calendar, 
contact database, calculator, 
and world map with corre¬ 
sponding time zones. Take it 
with you to conventions and 
meetings, and scan cards on the 
spot. It weighs less than a 
pound and operates on three 
AAA batteries. 

Read the Results All 
three scanners continue to 
stumble in the most important 
area of all: OCR accuracy. 
Although recognizing phone 
and fax numbers is straightfor¬ 
ward, tiny typefaces, fancy 
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CardScan 

Usability *** 

Technology ★** 

Verdict *** 

A simple way to scan cards. 


$199 est. street price 
Corex Technologies . 

[800] 942-6739, [6175 277-5344 
Reader Service No. 684 

CypherScan 2000 

Usability *** 

Technology *** 

Verdict ★ ★★ 

Compact scanner with great 
software. 


$199 est. street price 
CypherTech 
(8005 294-7226 
Reader Service No. 68$ 

Panasonic NeoFile 
Business Card Reader 

Usability *** 

Technology *★** 

Verdict *** 

PDA and card scanner in one. 


$399 est. street price 
Matsushita 
(2015348-9090 
Reader Service No. 686 


fonts, and dark backgrounds 
stumped all of these readers. 
The CardScan and CypherScan 
2000, for example, accurately 
read about three out of every ten 
cards. The Panasonic NeoFile’s 
OCR performance was even 
shakier. In the worst cases, cor¬ 
recting the OCR typos took 
more time than keying in the 
cards by hand. 

If you want to dump your 
stack of cards into a PIM and 
don’t mind correcting the fre¬ 
quent inaccuracies, the Card¬ 
Scan and CypherScan 2000 get 
the job done. Use the Pana¬ 
sonic NeoFile Business Card 
Reader only if you’re scan¬ 
ning cards on the go. But for 
important cards, key in the 
data. JAMES OLIVER CURY 


Guide to the Ratings: ***** Excellent 


**** Good 


Acceptable 


fPoor 


Unacceptable 






























Gateway 2000 


Portable PCs 













^^^^urora borealis. The 
perfect excuse to get away. 

Made sure the battery 
on my Gateway Solo™ 

S5-120XL multimedia 
notebook was charged, fueled up the truck 
and headed north. Second quarter 
projections could wait. 

I watched Mother Nature’s display 
dance across the northern sky. And life just 
to make sense. Looking at my Gateway 
Solo S5-120XL multimedia notebook I thought, this machine 
also makes perfect sense. Think of it. A powerful 120MHz 


Turning I found myself face to chest with a 
white horse. 

“Hello madam,” 
said the uniformed 
man atop the horse. 

“Is that a Gateway 2000 portable? 

What a coincidence, I have one too!” 

Desktop power 
that fits on a horse. 

He reached into his pack and pulled out a Gateway Solo S5-75XL 
notebook. “My S5-75XL is loaded with a 75MHz Pentium 
processor, 8MB RAM, and 540MB hard drive. With the 16-bit 
sound, stereo ■ 


♦ 

GATEWW2QOO 

SOLO 


Intel® Pentium® processor, active matrix SVGA color display, 
40MB RAM, whopping 1.2GB hard drive, and CD-ROM drive. 
All the power of a high-end multimedia desktop in a portable 
package. Who needs more? 


A German opera 
filled the night. 



I was deep in thought. Thanks to the swappable CD-ROM 
drive and integrated speakers, features found on all models of the 
Gateway Solo 
multimedia 
notebook line, my 
favorite German opera 
fdled the night. 

Suddenly I heard hoofbeats. 


More ci 
morq 


speakers and a 
CD-ROM 

drive, I can use multi- 
media applications anywhere. 

Even in the boondocks. And 
the active matrix color display provides a great view.” 

This value-packed system is ideal for the professional person on I' 
the go such as myself. And the best part, it fits on a horse, ” he said I 
with a smile. “Gateway 2000® is the place to go for great values onl 
portable PCs. And while you can compute anywhere, I must ask I 
you to cease and desist.” I gave him a 
■ questioning look. He continued, “It’s 

mating season for many of our lurry friends I 
and we wouldn’t want the glow from your I 



FI Pad ™ pointing 
device for easy cur 
navigation. 











active matrix color display ruining their plans. Thank you madam 
and enjoy your evening.” And with a tip of his hat, off he rode. 

My commune with nature over, I found an offbeat diner and 
stopped in for some food. I felt someone watching me. As I 
scanned the room, our eyes met. 

He was sitting at the counter, 
a Gateway Liberty™ small 
notebook in front of 
him. He looked 
vaguely familiar. I 
pointed to my portable 
and mouthed, “Gateway 2000.” He smiled and gave me a 

thumbs 



iputing, 
ilaces. | 


notebook is way 



I cool,” he said, pulling up a chair. “Powerful 
i and light-weight, man. It’sjustwhatlneed. 
I’m a poet now. But I used to have a band.” 



Gateway Solo notebooks 
are optimized for Microsoft 8 
Windows® 95. 


Memories of him in a 
silver jumpsuit and 
platform shoes came 
flooding back! He’d 
been plastered all over 


I’m telling you, 
Gateway is just great! 

my bedroom walls for years. 

“I’m telling you, Gateway 
2000 really takes care of their 
customers. I can get 

Models from the Gateway Solo 
multimedia line have a 
modular CD-ROM drive. 

technical support anytime. And 

Gateway’s values are just out oi 

world. Hey, you wanna come o\ 

to my place and listen to some 

vinyl?” I had a feeling my adventures were just 

beginning. 

For more computing, more places — 
call Gateway 2000 today. 



800 - 555-2087 
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■ 10.2" VGA Color Display 

■ 75MHz Intel® Pentium® Processor 

■ 8MB RAM (expandable to 40MB) 

■ 256K L2 Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 540MB Hard Drive 

■ Modular 2X CD-ROM Drive 

■ 3.5" Modular Floppy Drive 

■ Integrated 16-Bit Sound with 
Stereo Speakers 

■ 1MB Video RAM 

■ Lithium Ion Battery & AC Pack 

■ EZ Pad™ Pointing Device 

■ 86-Key MS Windows 95 Keyboard 

■ Parallel, Serial, Infrared, VGA & 
PS/2® Ports 

■ Built-In Mic, Headphone and 
Line-In Jacks and External 
Volume Control Dial 

■ 11.8” x 8.8” x 2.0" 

■ Microsoft® Windows® 95“ 

■ MS Works 95 


■ Carrying Case 

$3299 


SS-90XL BEST BUY 


■ 10.2" VGA Color Display 

■ 90MHz Intel Pentium Processor 

■ 8MB RAM (expandable to 40MB) 

■ 256K L2 Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 540MB Hard Drive 

■ Modular 2X CD-ROM Drive 

■ 3.5" Modular Floppy Drive 

■ Integrated 16-Bit Sound with 
Stereo Speakers 

■ 1MB Video RAM 

■ Lithium Ion Battery & AC Pack 

■ EZ Pad Pointing Device 

■ 86-Key MS Windows 95 Keyboard 

■ Parallel, Serial, Infrared, VGA & 
PS/2 Ports 

■ Built-In Mic, Headphone and 
Line-In Jacks and External 
Volume Control Dial 

■ 11.8" x 8.8" x 2.0" 

■ Microsoft Windows 95“ 

■ MS Office 95, Professional 
Edition 1 

■ Carrying Case 

$3599 


GATEWAY LIBERTY DX4-100 


■ 10.4" SVGA (800 x 600) DSTN 
Color Display 

■ Intel 486DX4-100 Processor 

■ 4.2 Lbs., 10" x 8" x 1.6" 

■ 8MB RAM (expandable to 24MB) 

■ 340MB Hard Drive 

■ 1MB Video RAM 

■ External Floppy Drive 

■ NiMH Battery & AC Pack 

■ 2 PCMCIA Type II Slots, or 
liypem slot 


■ EZ Point® Integrated Pointer 

■ 78-Key Keyboard 

■ Parallel, Serial, VGA & PS/2 
Ports 

■ Microsoft Windows 95 
on diskette” 

■ MS Works 95 on diskette 

■ Ascend® personal information 
manager (for use with Franklin 
Day Planner®) 

$2399 


“MS-DOS” 6.22 and MS Windows for Workgroups 3.11 available upon request. 

*MS Office 95, Professional Edition includes Word, Excel, PowerPoint ® presentation graphics 
program, Schedulev, MS Access ® database and Bookshelf 8 95. 



■ 10.4" SVGA Color Display 

■ 90MHz Intel Pentium Processor 

■ 16MB RAM (expandable to 40MB) 

■ 256K L2 Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 1.2GB Hard Drive 

■ Modular 2X CD-ROM Drive 

■ 3.5" Modular Floppy Drive 

■ Integrated 16-Bit Sound with 
Stereo Speakers 

■ 1MB Video RAM 

■ Lithium Ion Battery & AC Pack 

■ EZ Pad Pointing Device 

■ 86-Key MS Windows 95 Keyboard 

■ Parallel, Serial, Infrared, VGA & 
PS/2 Ports 

■ Built-In Mic, Headphone and 
Line-In Jacks and External 
Volume Control Dial 

■ 11.8" x 8.8" x 2.0" 

■ Microsoft Windows 95“ 

■ MS Office 95, Professional 
Edition 1 


■ Carrying Case 

$4599 


. rath. I 

lem 

Keyboard 


■ 10.4" SVGA ColorDisplay 

■ 120MHz Intel Pentium " 

■ 40MB RAM 

■ 256K L2 Pipelined Burst Cache I 

■ 1.2GB Hard Drive 

■ Modular 2X CD-ROM Drive 

■ 3.5" Modular Floppy Drive 

■ Integrated 16-Bit Sound with 
Stereo Speakers 

■ 1MB Video RAM 

■ Lithium Ion Battery & AC Pack 

■ 28.8 PCMCIA Fax/Modem 

■ EZ Pad Pointing Device 

■ 86-Key MS Windows 95 Ke 

■ Parallel, Serial, Infrared, VGAJ 
PS/2 Ports 

■ Built-In Mic, Headphone and 
Line-In Jacks and External 
Volume Control Dial 

■ 11.8" x 8.8" x 2.0" 

■ Microsoft Windows 95” 

■ MS Office 95, Professional 
Edition* 

■ Deluxe Leather Carrying Case 

$5899 


PERIPHERAL OPTIONS 


■ Panasonic® KXL-D720 External 
CD-ROM Drive $299 

■ PCMCIA 14.4 XJACK® Send/ 
Receive Fax/Modem $150 

■ PCMCIA 28.8 Fax/Modem $299 

■ Liberty Lithium Ion Battery $ 199 


■ External Floppy Drive $79 

■ Desktop Infrared Module $79 

■ Solo Docking Bar $150 

■ Call for additional memory 
and hard drive options. 


SERVICE & WARRANTY 


■ 3-Year Limited Warranty $100 
For a free copy, call or write. 

■ VIP Warranty $100 

■ Lifetime portable-specific toll-free 
service and support. 

■ One-year limited warranty standard. 
For a free copy, call or write. 



NO PAYMENTS 

Ask about our “90 Days 
No Payment” Program! 


1+1 


Toll free from Canada 
800-846-3609 



800 - 555-2087 



Pentium windows 9 


610 Gateway Drive • P.O. Box 2000 • N. Sioux City, SD 57049-2000 • Phone 605-232-2000 • TDD 800-846-1778 • Fax 605-232-2023 < FaxBack 800-8464526 
Component Add-On Sales 800-846-2080 ■ Sales Hours: 7am-10pm Weekdays, 9am4pm Saturdays (CST) 


© 19% Gateway 2000, Inc. Gateway 2000, black-and-white spot design, ‘G” logo, and “You've got a friend in the business” slogan are registered trademarks. Liberty, EZ Point, EZ Pad and Gateway Solo are trademaiks of 
Gateway 2000, Inc. The Intel Inside Logo, Intel and Pentium are registered trademarks of Intel Corporation. All other brands and product names are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective companies. All prices 
and configurations are subject to change without notice or obligation. Prices do not include shipping or applicable sales tax. 




























I SOFTWARE: QuickBooks Pro 4.0 • FrontPage • Business Briefing vs. 

■ Business Network • CA-SuperProject 4.0 vs. SureTrak Project Manager 1.5 ■ 4th Dimension 3.5 


Compton’s Interactive, Microsoft Encarta 96, Grolier Multimedia 


All the World on CD-ROM 


FILEBOX 


When it comes to CD-ROM 
encyclopedias, three products 
own the market: Compton’s 
Interactive Encyclopedia, 
Microsoft’s Encarta 96 Ency¬ 
clopedia, and Grolier Multime¬ 
dia Encyclopedia. In their latest 
versions, all offer connections 
to online services so you can 
download updated material. 
And while all three references 
offer similar multimedia whiz- 
bang features, they’re targeted 
at distincdy different audiences. 

Completely Compton’s 
Several features helped make 
Compton’s Interactive Ency¬ 
clopedia a winner of our annual 
MVP Award (see “The Most 
Valuable Products of the Year,” 
December 1995, page 158). In 
the Editing Room, for example, 
you can piece together still 
photos, audio clips, videos, cus¬ 
tom titles, and narration. The 
Idea Search tool scours the 
disc’s 35,000 articles to find 
information related to a specific 
topic. Compton’s updates, 
issued weekly, are available 
only through America Online. 

Enter Encarta The new 
version of Microsoft’s Encarta 
adds an improved Pinpointer 
search engine, making it easier 
to branch off to subtopics with¬ 
out sinking into a swamp of 
information overflow. 

But in some instances, design 
has triumphed over function. 
When you display an image, for 
example, you have to click on a 
button to display the caption. 
Also, there’s no standard Win¬ 
dows menu bar across the top. 
Clever touches include a Search 
Wizard, as well as InterActivi- 
ties, a feature that lets you learn 
by experimentation. Encarta 96 
provides links to Microsoft 



Look It Up: Interactive encyclopedias from 
Compton’s, Microsoft, and Grolier put a library at your 
fingertips. Microsoft’s Encarta 96 (above) has the most 
sophisticated content and frequent online updates. 

CD-ROM ENCYCLOPEDIAS 



Network and Microsoft’s Web 
site, where you can download 
monthly updates. 

Basic Reference The 
interface of Grolier’s Multime¬ 
dia Encyclopedia is compara¬ 
tively drab. Its search tool 
doesn’t gather related informa¬ 
tion from diverse topics, 
although it uses an outline 
approach for broad topics. 
Grolier’s is the only one that 
doesn’t display images or video 
simultaneously with text. It 
also lags in online updates, 
offering them only quarterly 


via CompuServe. On the plus 
side, it links 12,000 articles to 
CompuServe’s special-interest 
groups online. 

Younger kids and America 
Online subscribers will get the 
most from Compton’s, while 
adults, high-school students, 
and Microsoft Network sub¬ 
scribers will want Encarta 96. 
Grolier’s contains some innova¬ 
tive features, but it’s the weakest 
overall. For more reviews of ref¬ 
erence CD-ROMs, check out 
this month’s CD-RON col- 
umn on page 301. RON WHITE 


Compton’s 

Interactive 

Usability ***** 

Technology ***** 

Verdict ***** 

Best suited to young folks; 
innovative report tools. 

Online Updates: Weekly via 
America Online. 

System Requirements: 

Windows 3. lor later, sound 
card, CD-ROM drive. 


$50 est. street price 
Compton’s New Media 
(800) 261-6109, (619) 929-2500 
Reader Service No. 691 

Encarta 96 

Usability ***** 

Technology ***** 

Verdict ***** 

An excellent reference tool 
for all ages. 

Online Updates: Monthly via 
Microsoft Network and the Web. 
System Requirements: 

Windows 3.1 orlater, sound 
card, CD-ROM drive. 


$55 est. street price 
Microsoft Home 
(800) 426-9400, (206) 882-8080 
Reader Service No. 692 


Grolier 

Multimedia 

Usability ** 

Technology *** 

Verdict **★ 

A Spartan encyclopedia. The 
least compelling of the three. 
Online Updates: Quarterly via 
CompuServe. 

System Requirements: 

Windows 3.1 or later, sound 
card, CD-ROM drive. 


$50 est. street price 
Grolier Electronic Publishing 
(800) 285-4534, (203) 797-3530 
Reader Service No. 693 


Guide to the Ratings: ***** Excellent ****Good *** Acceptable **Poor * Unacceptable 
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Moi.fl SOFTWARE: 

■WWI Intuit QuickBooks Pro 4.0 


Personalized Accounting 


w- 
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A. Every field in QuickBooks 
Pro's invoices is 
customizable. 

B. Check a payment history 
for a client, or view the time 
and costs accumulated. 

C. Stumped? Advice acts as 
your personal consultant. 

Easy Setup: 

Startup Interview 
walks you through 
what could be a 
complicated 
process of setting 
up your accounts. 


Business Essentials: With its 
superb interactive help and 
business-specific account 
analysis and customization, the 
new QuickBooks Pro remains 
the premier accounting 
package for small businesses. 




Do you fantasize 


tion of QuickBooks Pro, there 
has never been a better reason. 
QuickBooks Pro 4.0 includes a 
simplified interface, more 
interactive help, and new cus¬ 
tomization options that make 
double-entry accounting easy 
enough for anyone to master. 

Unless you already have 
another accounting package 
that fits you like a glove, 
QuickBooks Pro is the ideal 
bookkeeping and accounting 
package for small businesses. 

Custom Fit QuickBooks 
Pro 4.0 starts simplifying your 
life during installation, letting 
you customize the program to 
fit your business needs. Startup 
Interview, borrowed from 
Intuit’s TurboTax, walks you 
through a thorough but pain¬ 
less tailoring of your chart of 
accounts, menu choices, and 
help systems. Do you keep 
inventory? Do you have a pay¬ 
roll? Do you need to apply 
taxes to invoices? What types 
of taxes do you track? This 
comprehensive interview lets 
you decide what the program 
will do for you. 

If you have a law firm, for 
example, inventory, project 
estimates, and sales tax will 
probably disappear from your 
menus, but not time tracking. 
On the other hand, the previ¬ 
ously mentioned categories are 
indispensable for a construc¬ 
tion company. You get only 
the program elements you 
need, and you can change the 
lineup at any time. 

Accountants Inside 
Even help is customized for 
your business. If you’re uncer¬ 
tain about a term or proce¬ 
dure, there’s a Tell Me More 
button at every turn during 


installation. Afterward, users 
can lean on the ever-present 
SoundAdvice button which, 
with a click, tells you every¬ 
thing you need to know about 
a particular invoice, chart, or 
list. It’s just like having your 
own personal accountant. 

QuickBooks Pro also con¬ 
tains 20 versions of the online 
documentation. The one you 
get will have in-depth advice 
tailored for your type of busi¬ 
ness—and in the parlance of 
your industry. 

Nowhere is customization 
more important than with 
invoices and purchase orders. 
QuickBooks Pro’s invoices 
and forms are not only entirely 
customizable with many new 


user-definable fields, they also 
provide the groundwork for 
later business analyses. 

QuickBooks Pro also 
addresses tax forms and 
reports, and adds improved 
links to Intuit’s TurboTax. 
Especially useful are the tax- 
code descriptions written 
specifically for small business. 
As ever, QuickBooks Pro 
gives you behind-the-scenes, 
double-entry accounting, 
while you deal with just 
checks, invoices, and other 
familiar forms. 

Unfortunately, like most 
accounting packages, Quick¬ 
Books Pro isn’t available in a 
network version, which is lim¬ 
iting if more than one person 


FILEBOX 


QuickBooks Pro 4.0 

Usability ***** 

Technology ***** 
Verdict ***** 
Why hire a CPA? This may be 
all the accounting your small 
business needs. 

Competition: Peachtree 
Accounting and BestWare’s 
M.Y.O.B. packages both offer 
similar basic small-business 
accounting features, but they 
aren’t as easy to use as 
QuickBooks Pro 4.0. Peachtree 
Accounting’s Manager’s 
Series analyzes and forecasts 
cashflow, and offers more 
tutorial material than previous 
versions. M.Y.O.B. is fully 
graphical and offers several 
time-saving data-entry tricks, 
but doesn't match QuickBooks 
Pro’s ease of use. 

System Requirements-. 

Windows 3. lor later, 486 CPU, 
4MB of RAM, 15MB of hard 
disk space. 


$189 est. street price 
Intuit 

(800) 624-8742 
(415)322-0573 
Reader Service No. 694 


in your company balances the 
books. Peachtree Accounting 
is the only mainstream pack¬ 
age with multiuser capabilities. 

The only people who may 
not find QuickBooks Pro 4.0 
the ultimate in accounting 
software are actual accoun¬ 
tants. As with previous ver¬ 
sions, Intuit uses its own 
plain-English accounting ter¬ 
minology, which trained 
accountants may find discon¬ 
certing. While BestWare’s 
M.Y.O.B. and Peachtree 
Accounting come close in fea¬ 
tures, QuickBooks Pro sur¬ 
passes both in ease of use. If 
you’re keeping the books for a 
small business, this is the 
package to get. mike hogan 


Guide to the Ratings: ***** Excellent ****Good *** Acceptable **Poor * Unacceptable 
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NT. The 


Introducing the first remote 
control solution to take full 
advantage of all the 32-bit power 
' of Windows 95 and Windows 
v pcANYWHERE32™ combines 
remote control, file transfer and general 
communications so you’ll have the fastest 
access to your remote PC, network servers, 
printers, applications and files. 

You can remotely access your Excel, Word 
or PowerPoint files 25% faster than you can 
with any other remote access products. You’ll 


WITH pcANYWHERE 32 ,Y 0 U GET REMOTE ACCESS THAT’S 
SO FAST AND EASY YOU MAY NEVER COME BACK TO THE OFFICE. 



spend less time staring at your screen’s hourglass 
and you’ll spend less on telephone charges. 

With ColorScalei" one click 
lets you dramatically increase 
the speed of remote control 
sessions by reducing the total Winner 
number of colors transmitted. DesignecOor 
It’ll even go down to black and 
white for optimal performance. 

For faster access and quicker Microsoft® 
transfers, pcANYWHERE32 Wind0WS®95 
will automatically disable host wallpaper 
and screen savers. Our Quick Start Wizards 
simplify set-up and configuration so you can 
connect and remotely access applications 
and data quickly and easily. 

To get pcANYWHERE32, visit your local 
computer store. Or for the upgrade version, call 
us at 1-800-240-2279 ext. 9336, or click on 
www.symantec.com for more information. And 
take the entire office with you wherever you go. 

NORTON pcANYWHEREsz 

SPEEDSEND™ 

Transfers only the parts of the 
originalfile that have changed. 

PARALLEL SUPPORT 
Free cable for fastest 
transfer between two PCs. 


Symantec is a registered trademark dndpcANYWHERE32 and ColorScale are trademarks of Symantec Corporation. Microsoft, Windows, the Windows logo and PowerPoint are 
All other brand names or trademarks are the property oftheir respective owners. ©1996Symantec Corporation. All rights reserved In Canada, call 1-800-365-8641. In Australia, call2-879-6577. In Europe, call31-71-353111. 
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New! 


SOFTWARE: 

Vermeer FrontPage 


Web Publishing Made Easy 


ymi iuiiMiii rrprfr w| 

- . J 

Customer Support What’s Ne« 
U A Included Page Header 

Customer Support- Downlo. 

Il> Customer Support - Downlo. 

Sp Customer Support - Downlo. 

- 1 Customer Support - Tech Nt 

1 images/scrnshot.gif 

1 Included Page Footer 

' ; ^ U |n t cZdld S p P a P geHea F d A e? 

jDjfr Customer Support - FAQ , 

I* Customer Support - FAQ 

P) S F f "' 

/Induded Page '"^U Support- 

g=B' 

ii 1 


What’s on Your Front Page? A. The Outline view lets you see 

Publishing and managing your a directorY of pages, 
own Web site has never been B - You can choose to show 
images, repeated links, and 
links within pages. 

C. Arrows in the Link view show 
the direction of hyperlinks. 

D. Clicking on a plus sign 
shows the pages linked to that 
specific page. 

Web Robots: 

FrontPage’s WebBots 
are agentlike macros 
that automate common 
forms functions. This 
one e-mails you data 
results collected from 
your Web site. 


easier than with FrontPage. 
The left pane shows an 
outline view of a Web site; 
the right pane displays the 
entire site in a graphical 
hierarchy of linked pages. 



Building and maintaining your 
own World Wide Web site 
doesn’t have to be a full-time 
occupation. A new generation 
of software makes creating 
Web pages easy. First off the 
mark is Vermeer Technolo¬ 
gies’ FrontPage—an HTML 
editor, Web server, and Web- 
management system in one. 

The key to building a suc¬ 
cessful Web site is creating a 
lot of live links to other related 
documents and pages on the 
Web. But keeping track of all 
of these links and pages can be 
a hassle. FrontPage’s main 
program, Explorer, helps you 
put your Web site in place, 
then gives you a continually 
updated graphical view of the 
site as you build it. 

Explorer gives you three 
views—Outline, Link, and 
Summary. The Outline view 
displays your Web site’s hier¬ 
archical organization and 
works very much like Win¬ 
dows 95’s Explorer. The Link 
view provides a graphical rep¬ 
resentation of the various com¬ 
ponents of your Web site. The 
Summary view gives you 
details of the Web pages them¬ 
selves, including filename, size, 
author, and URL address. 

Mainly Management 
All your Web-management 
work can be done from 
Explorer. There’s even an auto¬ 
matic to-do list creator that 
tracks FfTML pages that have 
been linked but not actually 
written yet. The to-do list is 
also handy for tracking multiple 
authors who create or edit Web 
pages because it tells you who’s 
working on which component. 
Prioritizing and assigning vari¬ 
ous tasks is yet another func¬ 
tion of the to-do list. 

FrontPage’s Editor doesn’t 
support the latest HTML tags, 
but it integrates well with 


Explorer. You can load Editor 
on its own, or just double-click 
on a Web page from Explorer. 
Editor simplifies the creation of 
hyperlinks, forms, and images, 
and—to the delight of anyone 
who creates image maps (pic¬ 
tures embedded with a live link 
that you can click on)—it con¬ 
tains all the image-mapping 
tools you need. Unfortunately, 
FrontPage’s Editor doesn’t 
support all of the HTML 3.0 
standards yet, so you’ll have to 
rely on another editor if you 
want to create tables, textures, 
frames, and other popular fea¬ 
tures that dress up Web sites. 


FrontPage uses sophisti¬ 
cated agentlike macros, called 
WebBots, to automate com¬ 
mon forms functions. For 
example, some WebBots will 
e-mail you data collected 
from your Web page or save 
the data to an HTML file. 
Others help you build regis¬ 
tration procedures or create 
search forms. And there’s 
even a WebBot that helps you 
produce discussion Web sites 
where you collect postings 
that can later be displayed in 
HTML pages. More than a 
dozen WebBots are included 
in the program. 


FILEBOX 


FrontPage 

Usability **** 

Technology •★*** 

Verdict **** 

Hassle-free Web-page 
designer, manager, and 
server in one. 

Competition: Nothing 
compares to FrontPage’s 
complete bundle of authoring, 
management, and servertools. 
Features: Graphical Web 
management; WebBots, which 
assist in mundane tasks and 
may eliminate the need for 
programming; excellent 
integrated Web outliner; 
standard HTMLeditor; and 
built-in Web server. 

System Requirements: 

Windows 3.1, Windows for 
Workgroups 3.11, Windows NT 
3.51, or Windows 95; 486 CPU; 
8MB of RAM (16MB to use the 
personal Web server); 16MB of 
hard disk space; Winsock 
1.1—compliant TCP/IP. 

Free Test Drive: Download 
yours from Vermeer at 
http://www.vermeer.com 


$499 est. street price 
Vermeer Technologies 
(800) 932-0075, (617) 576-1700 
Reader Service No. 69f 


Personal Web Server 

FrontPage also lets you set up 
your Web site on any PC that 
has its own Internet protocol 
address. The server software 
lets you specify permissions, 
users, Web authors, and so on. 

FrontPage is a complete Web 
package—there’s no better way 
to get started. You’ll need a 
heftier HTML editor for 
advanced tasks like creating 
tables, but otherwise it’s all here. 
If you need a professional Web¬ 
site publisher and manager, 
without the hassles of complex 
programming, FrontPage is a 
good fit. NEIL RANDALL 


Guide to the Ratings: ***** Excellent ****Good *** Acceptable **Poor * Unacceptable 






























Fast, Easy 
& Amazing 
32-bit 
Graphics! 





I windows 3.1 x 
Windows 95 
Windows NT 

Features: 

•Anti-aliasing for Internet 
- graphics 

• Interactive graduated 
transparency 

• Stepless graduated fills 
for photo-realistic images 

I * Change colors of artwork 
in one easy step 

The perfect 
complement to: 

•CorelDRAW "3 
• CorelDRAW "4 
•CorelDRAW 5 
•CorelDRAW'6 
•Corel VENTURA" 

...and all other DTP 
and graphics 
software! 


Imagine a program that combines the power and flexibility of vector and bitmap illustration software in one ultra¬ 
fast and easy-to-use package. CoreIXARA offers a whole world of creative possibilities for the beginner and 
professional artist alike. Create stunning photo-realistic images using powerful artistic tools such as anti-aliasing, 
graduated transparency and stepless graduated fills. Instantly change the colors of your product illustrations and 
artwork and save hours of work! The perfect complement to CorelDRAW, Corel VENTURA and all other DTP and 


graphics software, CoreIXARA is the ii 
32-bit Speed and Performance 

• Ultra-fast redraw 

• High precision with 
25,000% zoom 

• Internal accuracy of 
72,000 dpi 

Incredible Value! 

• 10,000+ clipart images 
•500+ photos 

• 500 TrueType and Type 1 fonts 
•250 textures 


al solution for all your Internet and on-screen presentation graphics. 

Ease of Use Power 

• Interactive fill and transparency • Anti-aliasing for smooth, 

editing options photo-realistic images 

• Linked colors to change color • Graduated transparency 

attributes in one easy step • 3D perspective for vector 

• Drag and drop fonts, line styles, and bitmap objects 

colors, clipart, textures and bitmaps • Zero memory blends 
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Powerful. Affordable. Available. 



The Compaq* ProLinea* family combines real affordability 
with features typically found on more expensive PCs. So 
you get a desktop that’s easily one of the most powerful 
in its class. 

The chart at right gives you all the details, including 
these highlights: Powerful performance. Buy as much 
performance as you need, with a choice of extremely 
fast (Pentium* 75MHz) to blindingly fast (Pentium 
133MHz) processors. Advanced technology. Count on 
fast, high-resolution graphics, thanks to PCI Local Bus 


Graphics, included in every model. Room to grow. 
Look ahead positively — your future computing needs! 
have been generously considered. Every Compaq ProLinea j 
comes to you Plug and Play compliant. And the standard I 
8MB or 16MB of RAM is easily upgradable to 136MB or j 
192MB — enough to keep pace with how you work. 

Interested? Flere’s one more detail you should know, j 
It’s easy to get a ProLinea. Just call Compaq DirectPlus? 1 

COMPAQ. 

DirectP/us 


Options & Upgrades 
8 MB Memory Kit $359 

Compaq 171FS Monitor $425 

14.4Kbps Internal Fax Modem $79 

QuadSpeed CD-ROM Drive $239 
















Details Below. 



[ 

575e 

5120e 

5100 

1 5133 

Processor 

Pentium 75MHz 

Pentium 120MHz 

Pentium 100MHz 

Pentium 133MHz 

Std./Max. Memory 

8MB/136MB 

8MB/136MB 

16MB/192MB 

16MB/192MB 

Hard Drive 

630MB or 1GB 

630MB or 1GB 

630MB or 1GB 

1GB 

Cache Internal 

16KB 

16KB 

16KB 

16KB 

Cache External 

256KB (optional) 

256KB (optional) 

256KB 

256KB 

Architecture 

PCI 

PCI 

Tri Flex/PCI 

Tri Flex/PCI 

Video Memory/Max. 

1MB/2MB 

1MB/2MB 

1MB/2MB 

1MB/2MB 

Compaq 150 Color Monitor 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Diskette Drive 

3.5" 1.44MB 

3.5" 1.44MB 

3.5" 1.44MB 

3.5" 1.44MB 

Expansion Slots (Total) 

3 

3 

4 

5 

Drive Bays (Total) 

3 

3 

4 

5 

Ports: Serial/Parallel 

1/1 (ECP) 

1/1 (ECP) 

1/1 (ECP) 

1/1 (ECP) 

Security Features 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Processor Upgradable 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

101-Key Keyboard, Mouse 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Software Preinstalled 

(Choice of) 

MS-Windows® 95 or 
MS-Wndows 3.1 

MS-Windows 95 or 
MS-Windows 3.1 

MS-Wndows 95 or 
MS-Wndows 3.1 

MS-Wndows 95 or 
MS-Windows 3.1 

Energy Star Compliant 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Limited Warranty* 

3-Year 

3-Year 

3-Year 

3-Year 

Pricet 





630MB Hard Drive 

$1,779 

$2,269 

$2,279 

- 

1GB Hard Drive 

$1,979 

$2,429 

$2,769 

$3,329 


ASK FOR OUR NEW FREE CATALOG. OR FOR THE NAME OF YOUR NEAREST COMPAQ AUTHORIZED RESELLER, CALL 1-800-345-1518. 
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MpiaiI S0FTWARE: 

IvGW . Reuters Business Briefing vs. AT&T Business Network 


Get the Business-Information Edge 

In poetry, ignorance is bliss; in 
business, it’s death. The success 
of your business hinges on 
knowledge: You need news 
and information about your 
industry and your competitors. 

Although many sources pro¬ 
vide this information, finding 
data relevant to your company 
can be intimidating and time 
consuming. AT&T’s Business 
Network and Reuters’ Busi¬ 
ness Briefing are two new 
online information services 
that deliver just the informa¬ 
tion you need. 

Live News AT&T’s Busi¬ 
ness Network provides up-to- 
the-minute news from CNN, 

Dow Jones, Dun & Bradstreet 
Information Services, Standard 
& Poor’s, and thousands of 
other sources, in a well- 
designed, easy-to-digest graph¬ 
ical format. It’s accessible at 
speeds of up to 28.8Kbps via 
modem, or directly through 
TCP/IP. Business Network 
also includes a copy of 
Netscape’s Navigator with 
your subscription, and many 
news feeds include live links to 
sites on the World Wide Web. 

Automated features include 
a personalized clipping ser¬ 
vice, updates, and a task list. 

Drag any content into your 
clippings folder, and it’s auto¬ 
matically updated. For exam¬ 
ple, we created a folder that 
tracked Netscape Communi¬ 
cations, the San Francisco 
49ers, Softbank Corporation, 
technology news and updates, 
and Costa Rican weather. 

Once we added the custom 
folder to our task list, Business 
Network gave us automatic 
updates on each topic every 
time we logged on. 

Your Own Wire Service 
Reuters’ Business Briefing uses 
a different tactic. It’s more of a 
search-and-clip service that 



Secret Weapon: AT&T’s 
Business Network 
provides news and 
information for only $39 
a month. Resources 
include CNN, Dow Jones, 
and Standard & Poors. 


Reference Desk: At $895 £. 

month, Reuters’ Business 
Briefing is costly. Despite its 
difficult setup, it includes the 
most comprehensive digital¬ 
clipping service available. You 
can search for newswire reports 
on almost any topic imaginable. 


A. Create your own custom 
information retrieval profile, and 
Business Network will bring you just 
the news you want. 

B. Business Network includes 
complete e-mail and 
communications features. 

C. Hypertext links take you from 
AT&T news to Web sites and back. 



employs powerful search 
tools—although they’re often 
buried in the no-frills interface. 

Setup is baffling, and it lacks 
the smart installation wizards 
and hand-holding that you get 
with Business Network. As 
for the connection speeds, the 
fastest local-access number 
available was a sluggish 9,600 
bps, and there’s no Telnet 
support. High speeds, how¬ 
ever, aren’t as essential as with 
:he AT&T service because 
Business Briefing is almost 
entirely text-based. 

Once we were connected, 
ve tapped into Business Brief- 
ng’s comprehensive library of 
nformation feeds and 


newswires from around the 
world. There are more than 
2,000 sources, some of which 
are general interest, like 
Newsweek magazine. But 
most, \lke Fibre Optic Product 
News and the Russian-based 
Izvestia, are highly special¬ 
ized, to say the least. 

Power Searches The real 
power of Business Briefing lies 
in its sophisticated search 
tools. You can sift through 
information according to 
country, industry, company, 
topic, source, or a date from 
within the previous year. For 
example, we searched for 
information about Netscape 
Communications, and limited 


FILEBOX 


Business Briefing 

Usability *** 

Technology **** 

Verdict *★*★ 

The spare interface masks 
a powerful business- 
information research tool. 
Competition: Dow Jones 
News/Retrieval and Profound 
offer similar content and cost 
less, but Business Briefing has 
more than 2,000 sources. 


$895 per month, add'l fees vary 
Reuters New Media 
[800] 383-6335, [212] 603-3850 
Reader Service No. 696 

Business Network 

Usability ***** 

Technology **** 

Verdict ***** 

Hands-down the most flexible 
online business resource. 
Competition: Online resources 
like Dow Jones News/Retrieval 
and Profound offer similar 
content, but Business Network's 
content is the most valuable, 
and offers links to Web sites. 


$39 per month, add'l fees vary 
AT&T New Media Services 
[800] 299-9699, (617) 252-5100 
Reader Service No. 697 


our search to issues of Com- 
putergram and Computer 
Weekly magazines from 
within the past week. 

Considering its steep ser¬ 
vice charge of $895 a month, 
only large corporations that 
require heavy-duty searching 
power should consider going 
with Reuters’ Business Brief¬ 
ing. AT&T’s Business Net¬ 
work, on the other hand, is 
perfect for small businesses, 
entrepreneurs, consultants, and 
managers who demand conve¬ 
nient, comprehensive business 
news and information. And at 
just $39 a month, no other 
business resource comes close 
in price. rich Schwerin 
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Only MGA Millennium can get you through an entire day of graphics! 


As a serious graphics user, you’ll need the acceleration power of MGA Combine MGA Millennium with its video upgrades and you’ll even be 
Millennium to boost the performance of your demanding Windows® 95 and able to capture still video frames from a VCR, laser disk or camcorder, 
DOS based graphics applications. watch full screen MPEG video at 30 frames per second, and view 

MGA Millennium uses the industry’s most advanced graphics 
technology to provide an all-in-one solution for accelerating true 
color, video, 3D and games. And for only $339! (ESP*) 


Featuring the award-winning MGA 64-bit graphics processor, 
new Window RAM memory, and an optimized PCI bus design, 

MGA Millennium delivers consistently high performance in all 
resolutions, color depths and refresh rates. • Upgradeable to 4 or 8 MB of memory 

y • Video capture/live video in a window, hardware MPEG, and 

And because MGA Millennium integrates all of this acceleration ' T.V. tuner upgrades available 

into a single hardware design, you’ll be ready for today’s and tomor- • Free! Papyrus NASCAR® Racing, Asymetrix® 3D F/X”, and 

row’s demanding Windows 95 applications. You’ll be able to display true 24-bit Compcore SoftPEG™ MPEG player, and much more (retail version only) 

color documents at resolutions up to 1600 x 1200, play back software MPEG • Support for Windows® 95, Windows® 3.1, Windows® NT, OS/2® Warp, 
video clips, and render 3D presentations and designs in real-time. AutoCAD and Microstation 


T.V. right on your PC. 

So boost your graphics performance with MGA Millennium. It’s 
the only accelerator powerful enough to get you through your 
S demanding graphics applications. Starting at only $339*. 
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Maim! SOFTWARE: 

I1GW ! CA-SuperProject 4.0 vs. Primavera SureTrak Project Manager 1.5 


Predictable Project Results 



Juggling Act: Don’t 
make it harder than it 
has to be. Primavera’s 
SureTrak Project 
Manager 1.5 helps you 
balance your budget 
and reconcile your 
resources. 



A. Activity codes let you organize 
projects and assign tasks using your 
own codes and categories. 


Growth Potential: 

CA-SuperProject 4.0 
handles up to 16,000 
tasks for a single 
project, coordinates 
multiple projects, 
and links tasks 
across projects. 


Your job is to 
coordinate work¬ 
ers, resources, 
deadlines, and 
projects to get one golden 
result. Instead, you get one big 
headache. When your projects 
grow too complex for a simple 
scheduler, project-manage¬ 
ment software like Primavera’s 
SureTrak Project Manager 1.5 
and Computer Associates’ 
CA-SuperProject 4.0 can help. 

SureTrak 1.5 directly com¬ 
petes with Microsoft’s Project 
by offering improved usability 
and a few new tricks, while 
CA-SuperProject remains the 
best choice for highly complex 
projects. Although SureTrak 
and CA-SuperProject were 
designed for Windows 3.1, 
both ran fine under Windows 
95 in our tests. 

The Sure Bet SureTrak 1.5 
combines power with flexibil¬ 
ity, giving you high-end sched¬ 
uling and tracking features, 
including material-resource 
handling, multiproject coordi¬ 
nating, and e-mail updating. 
New to this version is support 
for OLE 2.0 and enhanced 
open database connectivity. 
Users of Microsoft’s Mail and 
Lotus’s cc:Mail can exchange 
updates with a SureTrak 
administrator—even if they 
don’t use SureTrak. 

You can immediately orga¬ 
nize projects using the Activ¬ 
ity Codes, which let you 
group tasks in any configura¬ 
tion you like. Create up to 20 
custom Activity Codes for 
each project. A wizard helps 
you through the process. 

SureTrak’s Progress Spot- 
lighter continues to be a 
unique reporting feature, high¬ 
lighting the current date range 
in the Gantt chart and critical 
tasks in the task list. Because 
the whole idea is to organize, 


view, and update information, 
this tool plays a key role in 
pinpointing pressing items. 

The Pivot Table Wizard is a 
new reporting feature that 
cross-tabulates SureTrak data 
and stores it in an updatable 
pivot table in Excel. SureTrak 
also added wizards and online 
tutorials for complex tasks. If 
you’re a Microsoft Project 
user, you’ll have no trouble 
getting up to speed with Sure¬ 
Trak. In fact, with SureTrak it 
takes less time to learn 
advanced features. 

Super Planner While 
SureTrak can help you get 
smaller projects under control, 
enterprise-scale projects often 


require more power. This is 
where Computer Associates’ 
CA-SuperProject 4.0 comes in. 

CA-SuperProject handles 
up to 16,000 tasks in a single 
project, coordinates multiple 
projects, and links tasks 
across separate projects. 
Tracking features include 
PERT probability analysis, 
hammock tasks, and flexible¬ 
overtime modeling. 

CA-SuperProject has some 
new features such as bubble- 
style help on toolbars and in 
individual fields, 99 levels of 
undo, and various interface 
improvements. These addi¬ 
tions certainly help, but CA- 
SuperProject remains a difficult 


FILEBOX 


CA-SuperProject 4.0 

Usability ** 

Technology **★* 

Verdict ★ ★★ 

Multiproject power and links, 
but no connections to 
e-mail or scheduling. 

System Requirements: 

Windows 3.1 or later, 386 CPU, 
4MB of RAM (8MB 
recommended). 


$442 est. street price; 

$149 competitive upgrade 
Computer Associates Int’l 
(800) 225-5224, (516) 342-5224 
Reader Service No. 698 

SureTrak Project 
Manager 1.5 

Usability *★* 

Technology **** 

Verdict *★★★ 

A capable, easy-to-use 
project manager. 

System Requirements: 

Windows 3.1 or later, 386 CPU, 
4MB of RAM, 8MB of hard 
disk space. 


$299 est. street price; 
$99 upgrade 
Primavera Systems 
(610) 667-8600 
Reader Service No. 699 


program to master—expect to 
spend some time reading the 
manual. What’s more, it doesn’t 
let you send and receive status 
updates via e-mail, nor does it 
provide scheduling support 
for networks. 

For project-management 
simplicity, Microsoft’s Project 
is still the clear usability leader. 
But SureTrak Project Manager 
1.5 comes close; current Sure¬ 
Trak users will want the 
upgrade. For larger-scale pro¬ 
jects, CA-SuperProject is one 
of the most powerful managers 
around—too bad it lacks the 
workgroup connectivity found 
in SureTrak and Microsoft’s 
Project. GEORGE HACKMAN 
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It’s What Makes 
Your Zip Rip. 



SCSI. The cool connection for hot peripherals. 

/ 


Iomega ® Zip drives zip faster when you use a SCSI (pronounced scuzzy) host adapter. 

Up to 600% faster than conventional parallel port connections. It’s just one more reason to give your 
PC a SCSI connection. To learn more about Adaptec® SCSI host adapters and to enter to win a free Zip drive, 
or other prize / call 1-800-655-3977 ext. 5640* or visit our home page at http://www.adaptec.com 


(^adapted 









AloUfl SOFTWARE: 

HbW ' ACI 4th Dimension 3.5 for Windows 


Double-Talking Database 


All InReadOnly 

MENU BAR(1) 


o 



Cross-Platform Development: 

4th Dimension, the longtime 
leader in the Macintosh arena, 
has finally come to Windows. 
While it lacks some database 
development features, it’s a 
must for creating cross¬ 
platform applications. 


A. Building an attractive 
interface for your database 
is simple. 

B. Define your database 
structure in the graphical 
Structure Editor. 

C. Full-featured programming 
language provides total 
control. 


User/Runtime proc 


Job Juggler: 4th Dimension’s multiple-process 
architecture lets applications handle a variety of tasks 
simultaneously, such as compiling and entering data. 


Cross-platform power—that’s 
what users of ACI’s 4th 
Dimension, the premier devel¬ 
oper’s database for Apple’s 
Macintosh, have been craving 
for a long time. With the release 
of 4th Dimension 3.5 for Win¬ 
dows, they finally get it. 

4th Dimension helps busi¬ 
nesses struggling with two 
platform-specific databases. 
While it sorely lacks some 
basic database tools like 
Structured Query Language 
(SQL) and comprehensive 
object-oriented program¬ 
ming, 4th Dimension is the 
best choice for developing 
databases and applications for 
both Windows and Macin¬ 
tosh operating systems. 

Platform Jumping Like 
its Macintosh sibling, 4th 
Dimension for Windows offers 
a graphical forms editor, a full- 
featured Pascal-like program¬ 
ming language, multitasking 
capabilities, and an integrated 
database engine. 

Developers can use 4th 
Dimension to create cus¬ 
tomized databases and appli¬ 
cations, but because of its 
text-only programming inter¬ 
face, the software isn’t as easy to 
use as Borland’s Delphi. Some 
elements, however, are graphi¬ 
cal. For example, the Structure 
Editor makes creating and 
relating tables as easy as point, 
click, and drag. The Layout 
Editor, which is used to create 
data-entry forms, dialog boxes, 
and reports, is also graphically 
based—but it’s not very fluid 
and will probably try your 
patience. 

Speak My Language 

The programming language is 
extremely flexible and gives 
you complete control over an 
application’s interface and 
data. Nevertheless, 4th Dimen¬ 
sion could be easier to use. 


Unfortunately, the skills 
you acquired in other Win¬ 
dows programming environ¬ 
ments don’t apply to 4th 
Dimension. The power, pro¬ 
ductivity, and structure of 
object-oriented programming 
are lost, and the language bears 
no resemblance to the Visual 
Basic language. Because 4th 
Dimension doesn’t use the tra¬ 
ditional SQL programming 
language, experienced pro¬ 
grammers will have to unlearn 
a lot of SQL basics to make the 
most of 4th Dimension’s data¬ 
base engine. 

Because of its tough learning 
curve, it’s unlikely that 4th 
Dimension will lure many peo¬ 
ple from their current programs 
of choice. But it does have a few 


bright spots. 4th Dimension’s 
multiple-process architecture 
lets you create multitasking 
applications. Imagine compil¬ 
ing a report in one window, 
faxing a bid in another, and 
entering inventory in a third— 
all at the same time. You can do 
this with 4th Dimension. And 
how about a compiler that cre¬ 
ates machine-language exe¬ 
cutable files for either Windows 
or Macintosh? It will cost you 
another $1,000 and it’s consid¬ 
erably less sophisticated than 
the compiler in Microsoft’s 
C++, but it works. 

Speed Bump If you want a 
new database because sorts take 
too long in Microsoft’s Visual 
FoxPro, keep looking. 4th 
Dimension is no speed demon. 


FILEBOX 


4th Dimension 
3.5 for Windows 

Usability *** 

Technology *** 

Verdict *** 

Serious cross-platform 
database, but It trails mature 
Windows tools. 

Competition: For creating 
database applications, 

Borland’s Delphi offers a rich 
object-oriented programming 
environment, SQL, and 
machine-language compilation. 
Microsoft’s Visual FoxPro offers 
greater object orientation, and 
an integrated data engine that 
outpaces 4th Dimension's. 
Neither competitor, however, 
provides cross-platform 
development features. 

System Requirements: 

Windows 3.1, Windows 95, or 
Windows NT; 386 CPU orfaster; 
8MB of RAM forWindows 3.1 
and Windows 95; 16MB RAM for 
Windows NT. 


$550 est street price 
ACI 

C800) 881-3466, [408) 25Z-4444 
Reader Service No. 700 

For functions like multiple-field 
sorting and table joining, it’s 
downright poky. Performance 
is also an issue with its client- 
server implementation. While 
4th Dimension-based databases 
perform acceptably for work¬ 
groups of 20 to 50,4th Dimen¬ 
sion doesn’t pose much of a 
threat to high-end products like 
Oracle’s SQL Server. 

Database developers who 
want to create stand-alone and 
workgroup applications for 
Macintosh and Windows 
clients will find 4th Dimension 
3.5 for Windows a practical 
and long-awaited choice. But 
if you don’t have any cross¬ 
platform needs, there’s little 
reason to switch from your 
current database. J.w. DAVIS 
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It’s What Makes 
Your OD-R Burn. 


SCSI. The cool connection for hot peripherals. 


SCSI (pronounced scuzzy) is the only way to connect your PC to any CD-recordable, including the 
hot new Pinnacle Micro ® RCD-5020. That’s just one more reason to give your PC a SCSI connection. 

To learn more about Adaptec 9 SCSI host adapters and to enter to win a free Pinnacle CD-R, 
or other prize / call 1-800-655-3977 ext. 5641* or visit our home page at http://www.adaptec.com 

dDadciptec: 

I/O. NOW MORE IMPORTANT THAN EVER. 

t Register and request a copy of official rules and sweepstakes details. Limit one entry per legal U.S. resident. No purchase necessary. * For information by fax, dial 1-408-945-2570 ext. 5641, request document no. 14070. 
©1995 Adaptec, Inc. All rights reserved. Adaptec and the Adaptec logo are trademarks of Adaptec, Inc., which may be registered in some jurisdictions. All other trademarks used belong to their respective owners. 



to write, , 

as fast as you can think 


Introducing new Microsoft Word 

for Windows 95. 

The connection between the ideas in your head and the words on your 
screen becomes immediate, almost seamless. Thoughts, sentences, 
paragraphs flow continuously, uninterrupted by software. You don’t stop 
writing to format your documents. AutoFormat knows when you are trying 
to create a numbered list and automatically indents and inserts the next number. 
You don’t stop to correct words when you capitalize the wrong letter, or when you 
inadvertently hit Caps Lock. AutoCorrect fixes them as soon as you hit the spacebar. 
These are examples of Microsoft® IntelliSense™ technology. Technology that recognizes 
what you are doing and helps you do it faster. Technology that makes it easier for 
you to focus on your work, because you spend less time making the software work. 




The software learns your typing habits. It lets you concentrate on 
the words, not on how to spell them. 

Spell-checking now happens on the fly, as you type. Misspelled words are underlined 

so you can correct them as you go. Click on the right mouse button and alternative 

spellings appear. Common mistakes everyone makes when typing are corrected 

by the software automatically. (Thier is changed to Their every time you type it.) 

And it learns to recognize both the idiosyncratic mistakes you have a tendency to make, and the peculiar names, 
abbreviations, and spellings you don’t want it to correct. If you override a correction, it adds the word or 

phrase to its exceptions list and never makes that change again. It haseverr learned to speak your language. 

If you have a question, you ask the Answer Wizard in plain English. “How do'I m a kermis into two columns?” 

It gives you step-by-step instructions. You stop working only long enough to type in your question. 


Microsoft 














Share your words on paper, in e-mail, over the Internet, or wherever your ideas need to be seen. 



Now you can take full advantage of Windows 95. 

New Microsoft Word is designed to work hand-in-hand 
with the 32-bit performance, advanced multitasking, 
and simplified user interface of the Windows 95 
operating system. It integrates seamlessly with the 
; other programs in new Microsoft Office. The combination 
of new programs and a new operating system makes 
computing fundamentally faster and easier. Easier 
for you to focus on your work, not on your software. 


With WordMail’s connection to the Microsoft Exchange Inbox in Windows® 95, you can write e-mail messages i 
using the many formatting options of Microsoft Word to communicate more clearly, more convincingly. 
Use the Highlighter to emphasize key information. Make your case in ways you / 

never could with traditional e-mail editors. You can share documents with 
clients and coworkers, make suggestions, and indicate changes using 
Word’s many revision tools. And you can use the Internet Assistant* for Word . J^H 

to browse the World Wide Web and author your 6wf®feuriftents there. t || 






to guide 

your project down a clear path 


Introducing new Microsoft Project 

for Windows 95. 

Now you can manage projects more simply, more smoothly, by communicating project informati' 
as it occurs. With new Microsoft* Project you can convey project status quickly and effectively 
so your boss, customers, and coworkers are always in the loop. From sharing task deadlines 
and responsibilities, to letting people know about changes and the impact they’ll have on 
the deadline, you have the tools to organize your projects into manageable steps and keep 
them moving in the right direction. New Microsoft Project unlocks the doors of communication 
and gives you the power to navigate the most efficient route to a successful end product. 


Graphical views let teammates visualize where the project is going. 

With Microsoft Project you can display project data in ways that everyone can understand. Great-looking 
Gantt Charts integrate text, timelines and graphical bars so everyone can see start and finish dates, inter¬ 
dependencies and task assignments. Throughout your project, you can also use a 
onthly Calendar report to share your plan in a format that’s clear and easy to 
read. And since Project shares many of the same key commands with other 
Office applications, it will be easy to create schedules and reports. But 
if at any time you need help, type in a question and the Answer Wizard gives 
you the information you need. Microsoft Project helps you illustrate 
every phase of your project so you and your team keep your goals in sight. 


Microsoft 

WHERE DO YOU WANT TO CO TODAYr] 




m 


ssa 


To see an autodemo and more, go to http://www.microsoft.com/msoffice. Or call 800-426-9400. 

♦Microsoft Project works with Microsoft Mail, cc: Mail,™ Lotos Notes® and the Microsoft Exchange Inbox for Windows 95. © 1995 Microsoft Corporation. AH rights reserved. Microsoft, 
Windows, and the Windows logo are registered trademarks and the Windows Start logo and Where do you want to go today? are trademarks of Microsoft Corporation, cc: Mail is a 
trademark of cc: Mail. Inc. a wholly owned subsidiary of Lotus Development Corporation. Lotus Notes is a registered trademark of Lotus Development Corporation. 











Keep everyone moving on the same track with open lines of communication. 



you can take full advantage of Windows 95. 

Projects the world’s best selling project management software 
now is optirrfKed to work hand-in-hand with the 32-bit performance, 
advanced multitasking, and simplified user interface of the Windows® 95 
operating system. Together, they help open the lines of communication. 
Together,' they help you enhance the way you manage your projects. . 


Microsoft Project is completely integrated with 
so that with a single click, changes and additions are 
teammates. Assignments, task changes, and progress can be communicated 
without ever reentering information, so you save time and.eliminate mistakes. And because 
Project is a member of the Office family, sharing data between programs is 
'For example, you can start building a schedule by simply dragging a task list out 
Excel and dropping it directly into your Project plan. You keep communication clear and 
information consistent and your project continues to move exactly the way you 











internet 




The easiest way to surf and gather 
# information oh the Internet 

Internet Mania will optimize your productivity 
on the World Wide Web and make surfing and 
gathering information faSf and easy. Eight great 
utilities have been brought together at one 
terrific price: 

Lycos™ Web Search 
Home Page Author 
Web page scanner 
I Easy access to FTP 

I News finder * 

Personal Web Server * • 

Internet directory 
Personal stock ticker 


More great products from Corel: 



Wild Cards™ 

The fun way to learn 
popular card games 





The World's Greatest 
Classic Books™ 

Over 3,500 of the world's | 
best literary works I 




£corel 

http://www.corel.com 1 

Call now for faxed literature! 

1-613-728-0826 ext. 3080 j 


*US$ plus applicable taxes and shipping. 
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Mpu/I NETWORKING: 

1^1 W V V ■ CD-QuickShare • C/S Solution / 


SoftArc FirstClass 3.0 

Groupware on a Shoestring 



The grand vision of work¬ 
group communications, in 
which all employees share 
information and work collabo- 
ratively, often gets lost in a tan¬ 
gle of voice mail and dreaded 
interoffice memos. If you’re 
looking for a better way for 
your team to connect—and 
you need more than a BBS but 
less than Lotus Notes—Soft- 
Arc’s FirstClass 3.0 provides 
an intelligent and uncluttered 
way to manage workgroup 
communications. 

FirstClass delivers e-mail, 
group conferencing, basic 
forms, and database access to 
teammates across the office or 
across the country. Remote col¬ 
leagues can connect via modem, 
LAN, WAN, or TCP/IP. 

FirstClass Mail E-mail is 
FirstClass’s central compo¬ 
nent. Although it looks simple, 
it holds many powerful mes¬ 
saging features that let you set 
sensitivity and priority levels; 
attach files; and track, answer, 
and forward messages. First- 
Class also provides a personal 
profile for each user and lets 
you decide how much infor¬ 
mation to include—anything 
from your mailing address to 
photographs. 

Initiating and following elec¬ 
tronic team discussions is easy 
using the conferencing features, 
which include message thread¬ 
ing and sorting by subject. You 
can copy conferences and con¬ 
tent onto other FirstClass 
servers and platforms via 
modem, LAN, WAN, or 
TCP/IP. This is especially 
helpful if you need to share 
information and collaborate 
with users at multiple sites and 
in different environments. 


Using the program’s 
Designer tool, you can easily 
build forms for phone mes¬ 
sages, purchase orders, and 
other structured messages. If 
you have a fax gateway, you can 
create fax forms, cover pages, 
and letterhead. FirstClass also 
lets you search Structured 
Query Language (SQL) data¬ 
bases using custom-built forms. 

The FirstClass server runs on 
Microsoft’s Windows NT 3.51, 
but any FirstClass client can 
communicate with the server 
using any connection method. 


FirstClass’s full-featured 
remote-client software looks 
and performs exactly like the 
LAN client and is free to dis¬ 
tribute if you use FirstClass as 
your online service. Try it out 
by downloading a free client 
from PC Computing Online 
(see instructions on page 36). 

Impartial Connections 
Despite its strengths, First- 
Class lacks useful search tools. 
And while you can attach files, 
it would be nicer to embed 
them using OLE 2.0, thereby 
keeping shared information 


FILEBOX 


FirstClass 3.0 

Usability **** 

Technology **** 

Verdict **** 

Powerful, affordable group- 
communication tools. 
Competition: Although First- 
Class can't match Lotus Notes 
for workflow management, 

Notes costs ten times more and 
requires a dedicated staff to 
administerand program it. 

Other group-communication 
competitors include Lotus’s 
cc:Mail, Microsoft’s Exchange 
and Mail, and Novell's 
GroupWise. Watch for 
developments resulting from 
Netscape's acquisition of 
Collabra Share. 

System Requirements: Client: 
Windows 3.1 or later, 486 CPU, 
4MB of RAM, 2MB of hard disk 
space. Server: Windows NT 
3.51,486 CPU, 16MB of RAM, 
80MB of free hard disk space. 
Free Test Drive: Download a 
client version of FirstClass from 
PC Computing Online (see page 
36 for details). 


$1,485 est. street price for a 
server and ten clients; $995 for 
TCP/IP; $495 per MAPI gateway 
SoftArc 

(800) 763-8272, (905) 415-7000 
Reader Service No. 707 


kinetic. Also, FirstClass uses a 
16-bit client. So while First- 
Class works under Windows 
95, it doesn’t support long file¬ 
names or 32-bit performance. 

FirstClass is a bargain for 
its e-mail strengths alone. 
Powerful communications 
tools make it even better. If 
your small workgroup needs 
to connect, communicate, and 
collaborate—but you don’t 
need the sophisticated fea¬ 
tures or expense of Lotus 
Notes—check out SoftArc’s 
FirstClass 3.0. RICH SCHWERIN 


Guide to the Ratings: ***** Excellent ****Good *** Acceptable **Poor * Unacceptable 
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AloUff NETWORKING: 

nCW! Stac CD-QuickShare 


Software-Only CD-ROM Sharing 



What do you do if you have 
just one copy of that mission- 
critical marketing CD-ROM 
and five people who need to 
access it daily? You could 
install an expensive CD-ROM 
server, or you can get Stac’s 
$499 CD-QuickShare. 

CD-QuickShare copies, 
compresses, and stores CD- 
ROM titles onto a networked 
hard drive so you can easily 
share CDs over a network. 
The program uses Stac’s LZS 
file-compression technology, 
letting you build a library of 
CD-ROMs without bogging 
down your hard drive. A fea¬ 
ture called CD-Administrator 
lets you control file access and 
administration rights for 
adding, moving, deleting, and 
updating CD-ROM titles. The 
CD-Selector software lets you 


and your coworkers simulta¬ 
neously access the CD-ROMs. 

CD-QuickShare supports 
five concurrent users and five 


CD-ROM titles, but you can 
purchase additional user and 
CD licenses. Daisy-chained 
SCSI drives and dedicated 


FILEBOX 


CD-QuickShare 

Usability *** 

Technology *** 

Verdict ★** 

A smart way to share 
CD-ROMs over a network. 
Platforms Supported: 

Artisoft's LANtastic; Novell’s 
Personal NetWare, NetWare 3.x, 
and NetWare 4.x;Microsoft’s 
Windows for Workgroups, 
Windows NT, and Windows 95; 
Banyan's VINES. 


$499 est street price for five users 
and five discs; $134 per additional 
ten-user or ten-disc license 
Stac 

[800) 522-7822, [619) 794-4300 
Reader Service No. 708 


network CD-ROM servers 
will do the job—but CD- 
QuickShare is a faster, cheaper 
alternative. RICH SCHWERIN 


Interpose C/S Solution Advisor 

Forecast Your Net Upgrade Costs 



Hard Estimates: Use C/S Solution 
Advisor to predict the cost of major 
hardware upgrades foryour network. 


Deciding when 
and how to up- 

PREVIEW 

machines in your business— 
systems, servers, printers, and 
storage devices—isn’t easy, 
and poor decisions can cost 
you both time and money. 
Interpose’s C/S Solution 
Advisor can help by analyzing 
the components connected to a 
NetWare network, and by 
forecasting upgrade expenses. 

Install C/S Solution Advisor 
on any NetWare system, and it 
searches the entire network to 
produce a detailed list of the 
memory, storage space, and 
processor speeds of all attached 
servers and desktop systems. It 
can even examine hard drives to 
determine how old data is and 


whether duplicate files exist. 

Once you’ve taken inven¬ 
tory, C/S Solution Advisor 
automatically forecasts the 
costs of up to three years of 
upgrades. The default settings 
for its predictions are taken 
from industry averages. For 
instance, if a workstation cur¬ 
rently needs 1GB of storage, 
C/S Solution Advisor assumes 
it’ll need 3.6GB in two years. 


Depending on your 
office’s server and 
backup system, that 
estimate could be 
way off the mark. 
To produce more 
reasonable forecasts, 
you can enter your 
own data or choose 
from the more than 
100 profile settings. 

Keep in mind, however, that 
C/S Solution Advisor doesn’t 
cover everything. The cost of 
software upgrades, for exam¬ 
ple, isn’t estimated, although 
you can manually enter these 
expenses into the program. 

Whether you’re upgrading a 
small network of 5 or a large 
network of 500, C/S Solution 
Advisor is a great way to fore¬ 
cast costs. JACK LYON 


FILEBOX 


C/S Solution 
Advisor 

Usability **** 

Technology **** 

Verdict **** 

Effectively estimates upgrade 

costs, giving you the biggest 
return on investment. 
Competition: Both Intel’s 
LANDesk and HP’s OpenView 
offer far superioranalysis and 
reporting tools for networks, 
servers, and clients, but neither 
includes financial forecasting. 
System Requirements: 

Windows 3.1 or later, NetWare 
3.0 or later, 386 CPU, 8MB of 
RAM, 4MB of hard disk space. 


$495 est. street price 
Interpose 
(407) 260-5551 
Reader Service No. 709 


Guide to the Ratings: ***** Excellent 


110 


**** Good 


Acceptable **Poor 


* Unacceptable 

R U A R Y 1996 



































Typical network locations in the U.S. get mugged 
by an average of 289 power disturbances yearly. 
Surges. Spikes. Sags. Brownouts. Nasty stuff 
that can corrupt your data. Steal productivity. 


Fortress® uninterruptible power systems stop this 

crime wave cold. With advanced features like 

Adaptive Power Tracking, Fortress—unlike some 

"UPS"—prevents any break in computer-grade 

power to your system. 

As for violent crime, 

Fortress passed grueling 

tests to earn its UL1449 

badge for lightning and 

surge protection, 

(A "Double Lifetime" Warranty is standard.*) 

Plus, Fortress is loaded with intelligence. The 

front panel displays critical data like runtime 

remaining (no software needed), Customizing 

operation is a breeze. And sophisticated 

network power management is a snap. 

Serious about crime prevention? :! ^ 

Find out more about today's 

best value in serious power 

protection. Fortress. 

Call 1-800-356-5794, ext. 130 
for more information. 


BEST POWER 

A UNIT OF GENERAL SIGNAL 

Circle 320 on reader service card. 


(And other major operating systems) 

*“Double Lifetime'' surge/lightning warranty on UPS and protected equipment 
(up to $25,000) U.S. and Canada. Ask for details of this limited warranty. 

©BestPower Technology, Incorporated 1995 















Introducing our new high-capacity, affordable storage 
solution: Travan technology. Use 3M Travan minicartridges 
to off-load little-used files. Archive old information. 
Transfer large documents. And back up critical data. The 
400 megabyte (uncompressed) TR-1 minicartridge is only 
the beginning. As your needs change, Travan technology 



keeps pace, continuously expanding, with capacities to 
4 gigabytes in the near future. It’s one more reason why 
more businesses protect important information on 3M 
brand data storage products than any other brand in the 
world. To find out more, call 1-800-888-1889, ext. 2300. 
Or send e-mail to datastorage@mmm.com. 


Travan drives available from 
Aiwa, Conner, Exabyte, 
HP Colorado, Iomega, fkrtec, 
Rexon andTeac. 


Expand your vision with Travan Technology. 








Award-Winning 
NetCraiser* Software 



Over -too Hours of 
Direct Internet Access 



And 24-Hour 
Live Support 



ForJust $19,95 
A Month 


You can always tell the people who get more out 
of the Internet. 

They’re the ones who spend lots of time there - 
without spending lots of money. 

Because they use NETCOM. 

After all, for just $19.95 a month,* we not only 
give you over 400 hours of direct, unrestricted Net access - including 
the World-Wide Web, E-mail, newsgroups and more - we give you 
the freedom to enjoy it. 

Along with everything you need to get to the Net. Including our 
WinSock-compliant NetCruiser® software. Free 24-hour live support. 
And over 200 high-speed local access numbers across the U.S. 

For the best Internet service, call the nation’s leading provider at 
1 -800-NETCOM1. 

You’ll see that when it comes to the Net, we make an obvious 
difference. 

■V 

NETCOM 

How to Get There. 
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D oes your online service deliver? The four 
giants—America Online, CompuServe, 
Microsoft Network, and Prodigy—are all 
vying to be your single online solution. But which one 
offers the best e-mail, news, and other features? And, 
more important, do you even need a commercial service, 
or should you get a direct connection to the Web? 

To find out how all the online services stack up, we 
compared the big four, as well as PC Computing's ultimate 
Web connection consisting of Netscape s Navigator 2.0 
and a local Internet service provider. We sought the best 
overall solution—in usability and features—across five 
core business needs: e-mail, downloading files, chat, 
message boards, and content. Our exhaustive lab testing 
reached two major conclusions: You don’t lose any 
significant features by going straight to the Web, but the 


BY ROSS SCOTT RUBIN 




With most other notebooks, no matter what you do, you just can’t see 
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12.1-inch screen. Just 
because you’re on the road 
doesn’t mean you shouldn’t 
be able to see what you’re 
working on. So here’s that 
extra space you wanted. 

MPEG 2 1 Video with 
CD-ROM. TV-like video 
thatfills the entire screen. 

People will still crowd 
around when you give 
presentations. Only now, 
they won’t have to squint. 

Ergonomic design. 

Lift the lid and the keys 
rise up to greet your fingers. 

There’s even a palm rest so 
you’ll be more comfortable 
when you’re typing. 

Introducing the 
ThinkPad 760. And 
the world’s first 
12.1-inch notebook screei 


Lift-up keyboard. 

There’s enough room in 
the UltraBay" to hide an 
extra battery, hard drive 
or memory. So, whether 
you need more power or 


The ThinkPad’ 760 
comes with 8MB of RAM, 
a 90MHz 2 Pentium’ chip, 
up to a 1.2GB 3 hard drive 
and some handy numbers: 
Call 1 800 426-7161'to 
order, or 1 800 772-2227 5 
to receive faxed infor¬ 
mation (option 2, ID # 
11760). Or visit our Web 


IBM 















Online Services: E-mail and File Libraries 
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well-defined structure of the commercial services makes 
it easier to accomplish basic tasks such as finding files. 

To help you choose the right service for your needs, 
we’ve compiled five tables that show how to perform 
specific tasks on the different services, and highlight 
the unique aspects of each (starting on page 126). Final¬ 
ly, for those of you eager to dive into the Web, we pre¬ 
sent the ultimate Web setup, on page 136. 

E-mail The promise of electronic communication 
has motivated millions of people to subscribe to 
online services and get e-mail addresses. After an 
early lead in e-mail, CompuServe has fallen behind 
rival America Online. Now America Online can 
process Multipurpose Internet Mail Extensions 
(MIME) file enclosures to and from the Internet, and 
has removed the 32K message limit that once ham¬ 
pered it, although it supports only one enclosure per 
message. In contrast, CompuServe still doesn’t sup¬ 
port true enclosures, even for mail sent within the ser¬ 
vice. While CompuServe’s WinCIM 2.0 lets you 
attach binary files to messages, this is merely a short¬ 
cut for creating two messages. Microsoft Network, 
on the other hand, encodes binary attachments on the 
fly and lets you attach multiple files. 

America Online, CompuServe, and Prodigy use 
integrated mail modules, and Microsoft Network 
uses a separate program for e-mail (Microsoft’s 
Exchange client). Prodigy and CompuServe don’t let 
you multitask when you read or send mail (at least via 
WinCIM 2.x), but America Online and Microsoft 
Network do. Because Exchange is built for local-area 
network mail retrieval, Microsoft Network’s mail 
system has extensive filtering options, routing rules, 
and—like CompuServe—personal folders, which 
help you perform tasks such as automatically for¬ 
warding messages and organizing mail. Microsoft 
Network e-mail also supports rich text format. 

As long as your Internet service provider has a Post 
Office Protocol server, Netscape’s Navigator 2.0 sup¬ 
ports MIME e-mail, but it takes the concept beyond 


□■03 Ross' Address book 
£ Bob Gordon 
■ A Chris Davidson 
A Eileen Mullin 
A Eric Robinson 
A Jim Bogart 
A Susie Levy 
□ 03 Co-workers 
A B° b Gordon 


Jim Bogart 


Black Book: The e-mail component of Netscape’s 
Navigator Gold 2.0 makes it easy to create group 
addresses and move addresses among multiple groups. 


pg| Windows File Finder 

H| Select Search Criteria 

(Current as of: 07-Now95) 
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Fast Finder: WinCIM 2.0 brings together CompuServe’s 
multiple file finders, letting you quickly track down 
shareware files scattered among PC-related forums. 


mere file enclosures. It can display multimedia content 
as well as HTML documents within its mail window. 
Navigator’s address book also has the smoothest 
interface, letting you easily move users among groups. 
The overall e-mail winner, however, is Microsoft Net¬ 
work, thanks to its sophisticated rules functions. 

Downloading Files A big draw of online services 
has traditionally been their vast libraries of freeware 
and shareware. CompuServe boasts more than 200,000 
files across its PC and Windows forums. WinCIM 2.0 
consolidates the service’s multiple file finders, thereby 
letting you search for files on up to three keywords. 
America Online’s file finder lets you pinpoint file cate¬ 
gories, but isn’t as precise as CompuServe when it 
comes to searching by date. Both services also let you 
view JPEG and GIF images as they are downloaded. 

Microsoft Network and Prodigy have weaker file 
libraries. Although Prodigy went into service before 
America Online, it did not add file downloading until 
much later. To make up for lost time, Prodigy has 
added ready-made file libraries from sources such as 
Ziff-Davis Interactive and Bits and Bytes, but the 
whole collection is a small fraction of what you’ll 
find on CompuServe or America Online. Microsoft 
Network’s file libraries are still too new to assess; 
you’ll find few files available for download. 

All four services let you queue files for batch 
downloading, although CompuServe is limited to 
queuing files in the same forum, or general content 
area. With America Online and Microsoft Network, 
you can smoothly pause and resume downloads, 
even those you started earlier. 

Navigator gives you access to millions of files scat¬ 
tered across thousands of FTP sites, but scattered is the 
operative word. If you know how to use the Internet’s 
Archie utility, you can scan FTP sites for specific 
words in filenames or short descriptions, but this 
method isn’t as accurate or useful as keyword search¬ 
es. Some Web sites now include keyword databases for 
Internet files, such as the Virtual Software Library 
(http://www.cnet.com/Resources/Download/index 
.html). But they are not as complete or easy to find as 
the online service’s built-in functions. Files transferred 
via FTP are also often encoded, and require the extra 
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Online Services: Chat and Message Boards 


step of decoding to get into Windows-usable form. 

Overall, CompuServe’s file library is the easiest to 
access and the most complete. 

Chat Hold conversations with other members all 
over the country or all over the world in chat rooms 
using real-time, one-to-one or one-to-many com¬ 
munication. The services all present a similar inter¬ 
face: You type in a box at the bottom of a scrolling 
window that contains others’ comments, and then 
hit the Return key to add your comments to the dis¬ 
cussion. All services offer multiple public rooms on 
topics ranging from singles to stocks, and all but 
Microsoft Network have private rooms where virtu¬ 
ally anything goes. Prodigy and America Online have 
strict standards for their public rooms; in fact, Prodi¬ 
gy’s client includes an Alert button that you can use 
to quickly send a complaint to a sysop if someone 
makes an offensive or inappropriate comment. Only 
Microsoft Network lets you participate in two or 
more chats simultaneously. 

Once a pioneer, CompuServe’s CB Simulator now 
shows its age. Its dated metaphor lets you tune into 
chat channels, but there’s no way to see a list of all the 
topics. When you select a band, it drops you into a 
tracking window that displays numbered channels 


and buttons like Tune and Monitor. It works, but CB 
Simulator is long overdue for an update. 

With the addition of Netscape’s optional Chat, 
which supports the Internet Relay Chat (IRC) stan¬ 
dard, Navigator offers the best chat functions. Netscape 
Chat includes all the chat features found on online 



Group Gab: In addition to basic functions, Prodigy’s Chat 
offers an Instant Message feature that lets you send a quick, 
private note to only one member in the current forum. 


REPORT CARD 


ONLINE SERVICE PRODUCTIVITY IN KEY AREAS 





The sudden popularity of the World Wide Web has galvanized 
online services to expand the features and improve the usability 
of their client software. We investigated how well each service- 
plus a Netscape’s Navi gator-Wo rid Wide Web combination- 
handles sending e-mail, downloading files, participating in chat 
sessions, and reading and posting forum messages. We also 
compared the overall content of each. In general, we found it a 
bit easier to move around with online services than Navigator 2.0 
on the Web, but the Web’s content is far richer. 


E-mail 


America 

Microsoft 

Navigator/ 

Online 

CompuServe Network Prodigy 

Web 

✓ 

| ✓ | 

1 ✓ 1 


Put It in Writing: While America Online, Microsoft 
Network, and Netscape’s Navigator handle Internet e-mail 
attachments with aplomb, Microsoft Network shines, 
thanks to easy multimedia e-mail within the service. 
CompuServe doesn’t support real attachments. Prodigy’s 
and CompuServe’s separate e-mail packages make it hard 
to send messages with content from the service. 


Downloading Files 


America Microsoft Navigator/ 

Online CompuServe Network Prodigy Web 



Search and Deliver on Demand: Downloading files is 
easy on all four commercial services, but only America 
Online and CompuServe have well-developed file 
libraries and excellent search tools. Prodigy’s file libraries 
are small, and Microsoft Network’s are still growing. 
Navigator offers access to the largest collection via FTP, 
but no easy way to track down specific files. 
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services, and adds support for HTML and URLs, so all 
the attendees in your chat can simultaneously view a 
Web page for which you provide the address. 

Message Boards CompuServe and Microsoft 
Network are the best hosts for long-running debates. 
Both support message threading, which makes it easy 
to track replies, although Microsoft Network doesn’t 
inform you if replies have been made to your postings, 
as CompuServe does. CompuServe provides the best 
message-search tools, including by subject and by 
author. However, Microsoft Network’s message inter¬ 
face, which parallels Windows 95’s Explorer list views, 
is more up-to-date and complete. Microsoft Network is 
also the only service that allows graphics, sounds, and 
other files to be placed in messages via OLE. 

Navigator currently relies on Usenet for its main 
message boards, though it can be used with any mes¬ 
sage server featuring a Web front end, such as Attach- 
mate’s OpenMind. Navigator supports threading and 
presents a flexible, three-paned interface similar to that 
of Netscape’s Collabra Share groupware package and 
Lotus’s Notes 4.0. Usenet threads tend to break up, 
though, and the signal-to-noise ratio in the discussion 
groups is generally higher than in the online services. 

America Online offers a limited form of threading on 



Tracking Threads: Microsoft Network’s message boards 
support an informative view for following conversation 
threads, similar to that in Windows 95's Explorer. 

some boards, but it’s not as complete as CompuServe’s 
or Microsoft Network’s threading. Plus, America 
Online lacks a topic-search function, although you can 
find all new messages in a folder posted since a given 
date. No service offers full-text searching, standard in 
LAN packages like Lotus’s Notes and Netscape’s Col¬ 
labra Share. CompuServe and Prodigy let you read mes¬ 
sages offline without charging you, but CompuServe’s 
tools are more comprehensive. Unfortunately, they 


Chat 


America 

Microsoft 


Navigator/ 1 

Online 

CompuServe Network 

Prodigy 

Web 

✓ 

| ✓ 

1 ✓ 

1 ✓ 


Message Boards 


America Microsoft Navigator/ 

Online CompuServe Network Prodigy Web 


I ✓ 1 ✓ 1 ✓ 


Content 


America 

Microsoft 

Navigator/ 

Online 

CompuServe Network Prodigy 

Web 

✓ 

| ✓ 

f ✓ 


Private Powwow or Public Forum? Microsoft Network 
is the only service that lets you participate in two chat 
rooms simultaneously, but Prodigy and America Online 
offer private rooms, which Microsoft Network lacks. 
Navigator’s optional Chat add-in supports all the features 
of online services, plus the ability to send graphics during a 
chat. CompuServe’s CB Simulator needs updating. 


Who Said So—And When? CompuServe, Microsoft 
Network, and Navigator let you track replies via threads. 
Navigator provides the best interface, but CompuServe 
has better searching options and content. America 
Online does not offer threading in every area. Microsoft 
Network supports OLE-enabled messages, while 
Prodigy's archaic system has poor Windows support. 


News You Can Use: Of the online services, America 
Online and Microsoft Network do the best job of 
packaging their information, but Microsoft Network is 
still playing catch-up. CompuServe offers several unique 
features but isn’t very flashy. Much of Prodigy’s content 
looks very dated. With Netscape’s Navigator, you have 
direct access to the enormously rich World Wide Web. 
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Online Services: Unique Content 
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aren’t a part of WinCIM 2.0—you’ll need to use an 
additional offline reader application such as Compu¬ 
Serve’s OzCIS, WinNav, CISNav, or TapCIS. 

The interfaces in Prodigy’s message boards are 
still stuck in the early ’80s. While Microsoft Net¬ 
work lets you do sophisticated tasks such as drag and 
drop files and OLE objects into messages. Prodigy 
doesn’t even understand double-clicking to select a 
word. The only realistic way to post messages is to 
import the text from an external source. 

Content Subscribers user to judge online services’ 
content in terms of online forums, but now brand 
names have become more important. All commercial 
online services have newswires, including AP, UPI, 
and Reuters. Only America Online hosts the New 
York Times, however, and only CompuServe features 
Computer Library and IQuest databases for retrieving 
information on companies and products. NBC, which 
was courted away from America Online, is one of 
Microsoft Network’s most popular features. Prodigy’s 
new Web areas correspond to those of other services, 
but many of its links lie outside the service and are 
reachable from any online venue. And while Compu¬ 
Serve has added some jazzy services, such as online 
versions of Rolling Stone and People Magazine, the 
service’s content strength remains in its user-sponsored 
forums. Not surprisingly, the six-month-old Microsoft 
Network lags in content behind its older rivals. 

The content available to users of Netscape’s Navi¬ 
gator 2.0 is, of course, the entire World Wide Web, 
which ranges from the relevant to the irreverent, 
including sites for virtually everything you’ll find on 



All Dressed Up: America Online includes colorful 
backgrounds and graphics, but all of this window 
dressing takes longer to download. 

an online service and more. The Web continues to 
attract new content faster than any online service, and 
Navigator continues to be the browser for which most 
sites are designed. If content matters, it’s the way to go. 

Signing Off If you’re looking for more struc¬ 
tured content and clearly defined functions, com¬ 
mercial online services and their accompanying client 
applications offer the easiest path online. The more 
ambitious, however, will find that the Navigator- 
Internet combination offers all the features of the 
online services and more—you just have to work a bit 
harder to get what you’re after. And as more compa¬ 
nies work to address the Web’s limitations, an Inter¬ 
net connection may soon be all you need. 


Comparing Online Services 


Connection Internet £ ^ ^Unique 

Online Service Monthly Rates Types Access «?# -S’# Features Verdict 


America Online 

rtilftfin 18001827-6364 

WJ Reader Service No. 81; 

5-hour plan: $9.95; 
$2.95/add'l hour. 

28.8Kbps 
modem 
or TCP/IP 

FTP, Usenet, 
WAIS, Web 

Yes 

newsgroup 

reading 

Animation 

r* * * * Good 
content Net connectivity, 
and intuitive interface. 

Netscape Navigator 

pfjjfttin 1800)638-7483 
\^K/ Reader Service No. 816 

Vary depending on 

Internet service provider. 

28.8Kbps 
modem, ISDN, 
or TCP/IP 

FTP, Telnet 
Usenet, 

WAIS, Web 

Yes 

E-mail 

Java apps, 
VRML 3-D 
support 

★ ★★★ Help and 
online applications 
expand feature set. 

CompuServe 

(800)848-8199 

Reader Service No. 817 

5-hourplan: $9.95*; $2.95/ 
add'l hour. 20-hour plan: 
$24.95; $1.95/add’l hour. 

28.8Kbps 
modem 
or TCP/IP 

FTP, Telnet 
Usenet, Web 

No 

E-mail, - 
message 
boards 

White Pages, 
WorldsAway 

★ ★★Strong 
message boards and 
technical content. 

Microsoft Network 

(800)386-5550 

Reader Service No. 818 

3-hour plan: $4.95; $2.50/ 
add'l hour. 20-hour plan: 
$19.95; $2.00/add'l hour. 

28.8Kbps 

modem 

Usenet Web 

Yes 

E-mail 

OLE, 

Shortcuts 

★ ★★OLEsupport 
and a nice interface, 
but little content. 

Prodigy 

(800)776-3449 

Reader Service No. 8ry 

5-hour plan: $9.95*; $2.95/ 14.4Kbps 

add’l hour. 30-hour plan: or 28.8Kbps 

$29.95; $2.95/add'l hour. modem 

•COMPUSERVE'S PREMIUM SERVICES AND PROOI6V 

Usenet Web 

No 

TOST EXTRA. 

message 

boards 

Web-based 

content 

★★A sen/ice in 
flux, but shows signs 
of promise. 


***** Excellent 

**** Good 

e* Acceptable 

**Poor 

★ Unacceptable 
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/ 01995 Diamond Multimedia Systems, Inc., 2880 Junction/Venue, San Jose, 0^ 95134-1922. All trademarks and registered trademarks are the property of their respective holders. 
Diamond reserves the right to change specifications without notice. ‘NetCommander requires an ISDN telephone line. 

Circle 163 on reader service card. 


Tired of waiting for your modem to download a 
favorite Web page? Imagine surfing 

the Net at 128,000 bps with Diamond Ll) 

Multimedia's NetCommander ISDN! 

At five times the speed of the fastest 28.8 modem, 
you can go anywhere you want to, as quickly as you 
want to get there. You'll watch Web pages blast onto 
your screen and huge files download in seconds. All 
for about the same price as a 28.8 modem. 

NetCommander 


» 128,000 bps data transfer 
» Analog port supports standard 
phone, modem or fax machines 

• Built-in NT1 

»Supports Multilink-PPP 

• Designed for Windows' 95 

• Plug-and-Play ISA 


is the complete ISDN 
solution,* offering all 
the hardware and 
software you need 
for high-speed access 
to the Internet. And 


it is an indispensable tool for your 

small or home office; “ 
hook a fax machine or 
telephone to it and you'll be 
able to receive faxes or make phone 
calls while staying online at 64,000 bps. 

Designed for Windows® 95, NetCommander ISDN 
is truly Plug-and-Play, supports Multilink-PPP and is 
compatible with all other major ISDN hardware. With 
Diamonds ISDN Support Center, 24-hour fax-on- 
demand, online support services, plus a 5-year 
warranty, you'll get everything you need to make 
ISDN set-up a breeze. So stop waiting 
and contact Diamond Multimedia today at 
http://www.diamondmm.com, and 
we'll give you a license to burn. a passion for performance. 
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Final Analysis: Choose the Best Online Service 


Instant Access 


It’s evolving. It’s unorganized. Still, surfing the Web 
with Netscape’s Navigator 2.0, when paired with end¬ 
less pricing and access options, provides the best online 
experience for the buck. Navigator has pulled ahead of 
online services with features such as support for down¬ 
loadable online applications via Sun Microsystems’ 
Java, and a budding industry of vendors is working to 
address the Web’s deficiencies. For those who feel the 
organization and support of an online service is worth 
the price, we recommend America Online as the best 
choice for most people. For technical users and down¬ 
load fans, CompuServe’s forums still hold an edge. 

With most online services priced comparably, these 
days (although some offer volume-usage plans), con¬ 
tent and presentation play as strong a role as usability. 
America Online and Microsoft Network have begun to 
look more like CD-ROMs than the BBSs of yore. In 
contrast, even WinCIM 2.0 preserves CompuServe’s 
conservative, spartan look, while Prodigy’s designers 
should have new options open to them with the com¬ 
pany’s recent licensing of Netscape’s Navigator. Be 


aware, however, that eye candy can fatten your 
online bill. While America Online takes you into a 
free area for serious attacks of new art downloads, 
the wait can be maddening. In contrast, Microsoft 
Network brings in graphics gradually, freeing you to 
move on in a very Web-like fashion. 

If you’re looking for technical support, stick with an 
online service. America Online has live online tech sup¬ 
port 24 hours a day, and both Prodigy and Compu¬ 
Serve offer 24-hour phone support. There are also 
major navigation differences: Microsoft Network’s 
keyword system is still ill-defined, while Prodigy’s can 
flag down close matches even if you don’t get the initial 
keyword right. America Online can decipher URLs in 
its keyword-entry dialog and launch its Web browser. 
Ultimately, though, if the momentum for the Web con¬ 
tinues at its present pace, online services may soon 
become glorified on-ramps to the Internet. 

Ross Scott Rubin has written and edited several 
books about online services. 


DECISION MAKER 


CHOOSE THE RIGHT ONLINE SERVICE FOR YOUR NEEDS 


1 Choose the factor that’s Choose the next most 

most important. important factor. 



3 What else is 
important? 



4 Foryourneeds,the b( 
service to use is... 
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XPERIENCE 



Let The Experience Begin : 1 - 800 - 827-3998 


DXI7T 

$899.00 


MAG INNOVISION PROUDLY PRESENTS THE' TECHNITRON SERIES OF HIGH PERFORMANCE 15-INCH 1 
AND 17-INCH 2 MONITORS WITH COLORS SO BRILLIANT, IT PROMISES TO GIVE THE MONITOR 
MARKET A JOLT. 

AS ONE OF THE LEADING MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH RESOLUTION MONITORS, MAG INNOVISION 
HAS WON NUMEROUS INDUSTRY AWARDS FOR ITS INNOVATIVE DESIGN, STATE-OF-THE-ART ENGI¬ 
NEERING AND UNCOMPROMISING QUALITY. THE TECHNITRON SERIES IS NO EXCEPTION. 

BASED ON ADVANCED TRINITRON® CRT, THE DISPLAY SURFACE IS VERTICALLY FLAT TO 
REDUCE DISTORTION AND ENHANCE IMAGE QUALITY FROM CORNER TO CORNER. THE UNIQUE APERTURE 
GRILLE PERMITS COLORS TO COME THROUGH WITH BRILLIANCE AND CONTRAST OTHER MONITORS 
SIMPLY CAN'T MATCH. AND THE 0.25 MM ULTRA FINE PITCH ON BOTH MODELS GIVES YOU 
EXTREMELY SHARP FOCUS AND DEFINITION AT EVEN THE MAXIMUM RESOLUTION OF 1280 X 1024. 

THE TECHNITRON SERIES FEATURES MICROPROCESS0R-BASED DIGITAL CONTROLS FOR 
SUPERIOR COMPATIBILITY AND FLEXIBILITY. EVERY MAG INNOVISION MONITOR MUST ALSO 
MEET OUR OWN GREEN ENERGY STANDARD, WHICH INCLUDES EPA ENERGY STAR COMPLIANT 
POWER MANAGEMENT, SWEDAC MPR II COMPLIANT LOW EMISSIONS, NO CFCS USED IN 
MANUFACTURING, AND RECYCLABLE PACKAGING MATERIALS. 

TO ENSURE THAT IF YOU CHOOSE A TECHNITRON MONITOR YOU'LL ENJOY IT FOR 
YEARS TO COME, WE OFFER YOU A 3-YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY BACKED BY OUR AWARD 
WINNING SERVICE, WITH OPTIONAL EXTENDED SERVICE PLANS AVAILABLE. 

AS AN INTRODUCTORY OFFER*, EACH MONITOR IN THE TECHNITRON SERIES ALSO COMES 
WITH FREE COLORIFIC COLOR MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE SO THAT COLORS CAN BE ACCURATELY 
TRANSLATED TO THE PRINTED PAGE. 

With Windows 95 compatibil ity, the te chnitron series offers you advanced 

TECHNOLOGY WITH PLUG & PLAY EASE. f^j^QSES 

TECHNITRON, IT'S THE WAY COLORS ARE MEANT TO BE SEEN. . 


(I -714-751 -2008 OUTSIDE THE U.S.A.) • FAX I-714-751-5522 • MAGicFAX 1-71 

Circle 312 on reader service card. 
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America Online 

Claiming the largest U.S. membership of any online service [3 million and 
counting), America Online provides high-speed access to its many online areas 
and forums, all of which are graphically appealing. Unfortunately, the biggest 
frustration is waiting for graphics to download every time you enter a new area. 


Basic Tasks 

How They’re Done 

What’s Unique 

Add name to 
address book. 

• Choose Edit Address Book from 

Mail menu and click on Create. 

• Type in name and press Tab. 

• Type e-mail address. 

Procedure for creating 
addresses and groups is 
the same. 

Queue a file for 
downloading. 

• Enter file library. 

• Select file. 

• Click on Download Later. 

Can automate waiting 
downloads with the Flash 

Sessions feature. 

Read replies 
to a message. 

• Open a listing of messages. 

• Double-click on a message. 

• Keep pressing forward arrow to 
look for subject preceded by Re:. 

A nonthreaded interface is 
easier for beginners, but a 
hindrance to advanced users. 

Save a chat 
transcript. 

• Choose Logging from File menu. 

• Enter name for log file. 

• Click on Open for Chat log. 

• Keyword: CHAT. 

• Click on Close in Log window. 

Moves you into a similar 
chat room if one you're 
trying to access is full. 

Look up entry in 
encyclopedia. 

• Keyword: COMPTON'S ENCYCLOPEDIA 

• Click on Search All Text. 

• Type term and hit return. 

• Double-click on an item in list. 

The Compton's area is filled 
with supplemental materials 
such as tips on researching. 


Other Tasks 


Set up a 

Web page. 

• Keyword: MYHOMEPAGE 

• Clickon Create/Edit My Home Page. 

• Click on Create. 

Creates a basic home 
page in a few easy steps. 

View online 
animation. 

• Keyword: HECKLERS. 

• Look at animated mouth. 

Simple animations stand out 
without increasing download 
time significantly. 

Take a swing 
at “Today's 

Pitch” trivia game. 

• Keyword: FOLLYWOOD. 

• Click on Today's Pitch. 

• Read the question and click on 

Take a Swing. 

• Enter a number and click on Swing. 

Follywood provides a humorous 
look at Hollywood. The contest 
regularly awards free time online. 

Block Instant 
Messages. 

• Keyword: PARENTAL CONTROLS. 

• Click on Chat controls. 

• Click on Block Instant Message. 

Primary account holder can 
restrict access to chat and 
newsgroups. 

Search New 

York Times 
classifieds. 

• Keyword: RMESCLASSIFIED. 

• Click on Help Wanted. 

• Clickon a Jobs letter category. 

• Enter checkboxes and keyword. 

• Click on Search. 

Free access to the largest 
newspaper classified section 
in the country, 



Family Values: Parental Controls let the 
primary screen-name holder allow or restrict 
privileges for other screen names. 



Moving Pictures: The home-page building 
area contains a bit of animation in which the 
dog [top right) briefly raises his sunglasses. 



Trivial Pursuit: Follywood keeps users in the 
action by asking them trivia questions and 
rewarding winners with free online time. 
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„ AND 

Strictly 

Business. 


INTRODUCING 


AIM 


Business Network 


Designed exclusively for business, AT&T Business 
Network is the new online service that 
offers critical industry news and practical infor¬ 
mation from more than 2 500 rp<™irrpc 


locate and update information specific to your 
needs. E-mail capabilities. Instant links to the 
Internet. And expert AT&T support to help 
- ' t’s everything 


Business Network 


tly business. 


FREE TRIAL 

Please Send Me A Free IOHour TRial Of ATXT Business Network, 
Hie New Online Service TUat’s Strictly 

ORDER TODAY BY RETURNING THIS CARD OR BY CALLING 1 800 292-3178. 


City- 

Phone-- 

Company Name 
Your Title- 


©1996 AT&T 


State 


ZIP. 



I N E S S. SM 


> Entrepreneur 
Manufacturers 
f the Internet 

Live companies. 































Online Services: Shortcuts and Highlights 


W 

Q 

3 

o 

pi 

cu 

D 

cn 


America Online 

Claiming the largest U.S. membership of any online service [3 million and 
counting), America Online provides high-speed access to its many online areas 
and forums, all of which are graphically appealing. Unfortunately, the biggest 
frustration is waiting for graphics to download every time you enter a new area. 


Basic Tasks 

How They’re Done 

What's Unique 

Add name to 

• Choose Edit Address Book from 

Procedure for creating 

address book. 

Mail menu and click on Create. 

• Type in name and press Tab. 

• Type e-mail address. 

addresses and groups is 
the same. 

Queue a file for 
downloading. 

• Enter file library. 

• Select file. 

• Click on Download Later. 

Can automate waiting 
downloads with the Flash 

Sessions feature. 

Read replies 
to a message. 

• Open a listing of messages. 

• Double-click on a message. 

• Keep pressing forward arrow to 
look for subject preceded by Re:. 

A nonthreaded interface is 
easier for beginners, but a 
hindrance to advanced users. 

Save a chat 
transcript. 

• Choose Logging from File menu. 

• Enter name for log file. 

• Click on Open for Chat log. 

• Keyword: CHAT. 

• Click on Close in Log window. 

Moves you into a similar 
chat room if one you're 
trying to access is full. 

Look up entry in 
encyclopedia. 

• Keyword: COMMON'S ENCYCLOPEDIA 

• Click on Search Al 1 Text. 

• Type term and hit return. 

The Compton’s area is filled 
with supplemental materials 
such as tips on researching. 


OtherTasks 


Set up a H 

Web page. 


View online 
animation. 



Family Values: Parental Controls let the 
primary screen-name holder allow or restrict 
privileges for other screen names. 



Take a swing 
at ‘Today's 
Pitch" trivia game. 



Search New 
York Times 
classifieds. 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

nRST^CLASSMAIL^^PERMIT NO. 30 BRISTOL. CT 

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


AT&T BUSINESS NETWORK 
PO BOX 5025 
BRISTOL CT 06011-9944 
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Online 

„ AND 

Strictly 

Business. 


INTRODUCING 


Am 


Business Network 


Designed exclusively for business, AT&T Business 
Network is the new online service that 
offers critical industry news and practical infor¬ 
mation from more than 2,500 resources. 
Customized features to automatically 


ft 


locate and update information specific to your 
needs. E-mail capabilities. Instant links to the 
Internet. And expert AT&T support to help 
you every step of the way. It’s everything 
you need, online and strictly business. 


Call For A Free 10-Hour Trial.* 

1 800 292-3178 

http://www.ichange.com 

AT&T 


AT&T Business Network. For the Life of Your Business.™ 


CNN Business News ▲ Dow Jones Business Information Services ▲ Dun & Bradstreet Information Services ▲ Entrepreneur 
Magazine Group ▲ TMe Kipunger Washington Editors, Inc. ▲ Standard & Poor’s ▲ TMomas Register of American Manufacturers 
TRW Business Information Services ▲ Over 2,500 Information Sources ▲ Plus All the Business Resources of the Internet 

©1996 AT&T. All rights reserved. All products and company names mentioned are marks or registered trademarks of their respective companies. 
‘Free trial does not include fees for certain information sources, which are clearly marked online. 

Circle 133 on reader service card. 
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CompuServe 

The oldest online service, CompuServe has prospered compared to rivals GEnie 
and Delphi. It remains the only major service accessible with a standard 
character-based terminal emulator. WinCIM 2.0 hides most of this heritage, but 
CompuServe is still at home with more technical, professional users. 


Basic Tasks 

How They’re Done 

What’s Unique 

Add name to j 

address book. 

• Choose Address Book from 

Mail menu and click on Add. 

• Type name and press Tab. 

• Enter user ID and optional service. 

Direct support for telex, Notes, 
and NetWare MHS mail. > 

Queue a file for 
downloading. 

• Enter file library and select checkbox 

• Type name of file. 

• Choose Retrieve Marked from 

Library menu. 

Files can be marked only from 
their libraries or as the result 
of a search. 

Read replies to 
a message. 

• Open listing of messages. 

• Double-click on thread. 

• Click on Map. 

The map feature provides a 
good discussion overview using 
little screen space. 

transcript. 

• Go: CB. 

• Double-click on a channel band. 

• Choose Record Channel from 
Special menu. 

CompuServe lets you change 
handles online, and has fixed 
subjects for certain rooms. 

Look up entry in 
encyclopedia. 

• Go: ENCYCLOPEDIA. 

• Double-click on Search 
Encyclopedia and type term. 

While sparse on many subjects, 
Grolier’s tends to divide complex 
topics into more articles. 


OtherTasks 


Look up a phone 
number of someone 
across the country. 

• Go: PHONEFILE. 

• Double-click on Access Phone File. 

• Choose an option for searching. 

• Enter criteria and view results. 

Lets you search by address 
or geographical region. 

Search articles in 
IQuest database. 

• Go: IQUEST. 

• Double-click on Access IQuest. 

• Enter category and subcategory 
numbers and type criteria. 

• Select full-text articles. 

Contains a comprehensive 
collection of more than 

1 million articles in over 450 
publications for research. 

(Costs extra.) 

Use WorldsAway to 
communicate with 
other members. 

• Go: AWAY. 

• Click on Enter WorldsAway. 

• Choose an avatar. 

• Click on OK. 

Provides an animated 
environment for chatting. 

Log into a 
remote site. 

• Go: TELNET. 

• Double-click on Access a 

Specific Site. 

• Type the site domain. 

CompuServe is the only 
one of the four major online 
subscription services to 
support Telnet. 

articles on 
computer topics. 

• Go: COMPDB. 

• Double-click on Access Computer 
Database Plus (CIM). 

• Double-click on QuickSearch, 

Online Computer Library lets 
you search an online database 
of computer industry 
publications. 



Nouveau Chat: In WorldsAway, you navigate 
and communicate with other CompuServe 
members via an onscreen avatar. 



Online Graphics: CompuServe now offers its 
subscribers easy-to-save GIF images and 
other high-resolution graphics. 


Fit to Print: CompuServe’s Executive News is 
the most mature search option for subscribers 
who want to scan the newswires. 
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Surfing the Internet just took a turn 

for the better 


View Oversized Documents Without Scrolling 

The ADI MicroScan" I7X monitor puts a whole 
new spin on the way you work. In seconds, it can 
switch from landscape to portrait 
without closing any running applications. 
Just click on the portrait driver icon, turn the 
monitor, and hit the degauss button on the 
front-panel. It’s that easy to flip between 
Internet home pages, word processors, 
oversized spreadsheets, and other 
applications—and still get the big picture. 

Larger Viewing Area In Its Class 

The MicroScan I7X is like getting a 21" display 
for the price of a 17" monitor. Its vertical viewing 
area in portrait mode is larger than any 17" or 

even 21" monitor on the market, and easily 
accommodates an entire 8.5" x II" legal or 
A4 page in portrait view. No need to scroll or print 
to see the whole page. This means you’ll be able to 
do twice as much in half the time. 


High-Quality Feature Set 

The MicroScan 17X also has many other things 
to flip over. Like a 17" CRT display with a 16" 

diagonal viewing area, 1024 x 768 resolution, 
flicker-free 76Hz performance, ,28mm 
dot pitch, microprocessor digital 
controls, even Plug-n-Play compatibility. 
It’s a feature set you won’t find in 
competitively priced monitors. And since 
ADI builds monitors for leading PC companies 
worldwide, you know you’re making a quality 
investment for the long haul. The MicroScan 17X 
is also backed by a three-year warranty. Best of all, 
you don’t have to be a Web Master to get one. 

Just call I -800-228-0530 for your nearest dealer. 

Any way you look at it. 

ADI Systems, Inc. 2115 Ringwood Avenue, San Jose, CA 95131 

Circle 174 on reader service card. 
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Microsoft Network 

Offered with every copy of Windows 95, Microsoft Network has taken some of 
the finest elements of CompuServe and America Online and fine-tuned them for 
its host environment. As you’d expect from a young service, Microsoft Network’s 
content is still meager, but the limited selection is offered in attractive packages. 


Basic Tasks 

How They’re Done 

What’s Unique 

Add name to 
address book. 

• Open Microsoft Exchange. 

• Choose Address Book from the 
Tools menu. 

• Choose New Entry from the 

File menu. 

• Select Address Type. 

• Enter name and address. 

Supports Windows 95’s 

Exchange universal in-and- 
out-box for sending and 
receiving messages. 

Queue a file for 
downloading. 

• Go to FILE TRANSFERSTATUS. 

• Choose Options from the Tools 

• Select Pause Files as they are 
queued to defer downloads. 

Microsoft Network smoothly 
pauses and resumes file 
transfers while you continue 
to navigate online. 

Read replies to a 
message. 

• Enter a bulletin board. 

• Double-click on a subject folder. 

• Click on the plus sign (+) to the 
left of conversation topic. 

Provides easy-to-follow 
graphical representation 
of message threads. 

Save a chat 
transcript 

• Go to CHAT. 

• Choose Save History from File 

Allows simultaneous 
participation in multiple 
chat rooms. 

Look up entry in 
encyclopedia. 

• Go to ENCARTA and click on Find. 

• Type the entry and hit Return. 

Onlineversion of Encarta has 
same interface as CD-ROM. 



One World: Look familiar? The online version 
of Microsoft’s Encarta encyclopedia shares 
the interface of its CD-ROM cousin. 


Use Shortcuts. 

• Choose Create Shortcut 
from the File menu, or 
drag icon onto desktop. 

Provides convenient access 
to features even when you're 
not logged on. 

Read Usenet 
newsgroups. 

• Go to OS/2. 

• Double-click on OS/2 Internet 
Newsgroups. 

• Double-click on Subject folder. 

• Read conversation. 

Newsgroups are distributed 
among forums and available 
through the same interface. 

Access Microsoft's 
Bookshelf. 

• GotoMSBOOKS. 

• Double-click on Step 3: Run 
Bookshelf Intro Edition. 

• Click on Find tab. 

• Type a term and click on Find. 

Provides multimedia access 
to a variety of regulariy 
updated references. 

Embed animation 
and graphics in 
e-mail messages. 

• In any message composition 
window, drag an item from the 
desktop to the window. 

Allows a unique mix of 
multimedia content within 
message boards and e-mail. 

See progressive 
graphics. 

• Go to MSN TODAY. 

• Click on an image. 

The richness of the art doesn't 
slow you down. 



Big Type: Say goodbye to Courier. Microsoft 
Network supports rich text format and drag- 
and-drop OLE in e-mail and BBSs. 



Come to Life: Large graphics come in 
gradually and don’t make you wait to 
continue moving through the service. 
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'The Best Choice 9 

.. .in the uninstaller field. PC Week, August 7, 1995 


PC Computing, March 1995 


‘Most Powerful” 

.. .of all the uninstallers. Family PC, September 1995 

Best of Class” ^ 


InfoWorld, July 24, 1995 


C 

Every time you run your computer, all kinds of digital 
garbage piles up on your hard drive. Polluting your 
I applications. Cluttering your memory. Sloooowing things down. 
That’s why there’s new Remove-It® for Windows® 95. It’s the 
#1 way to eliminate unneeded debris. Just ask America’s most 
respected software magazines. 

Remove-It safely whisks away old files, useless fonts, 
untouched applications, Internet junk and more. 

And only Remove-It has a Smart Disk Agent that 
automatically alerts you whenever garbage starts piling up 


Remove-It 

The #1 way to get the garbage off your hard drive. 


© 1995 Vertisoft Systems, Inc All rights reserved. Four Embarcadero Ctr., Suite 3470, San Fi 

Circle 324 on reader service card. 
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Prodigy 

Once far behind in the online-service features race, Prodigy has moved 
earnestly to include a modern mail system, easy Web integration, and offline 
functions. Better still, it’s lost the quarter-screen ads that were its trademark. The 
new Prodigy promises to be excellent, but it’s still going through growing pains. 


Basic Tasks 

How They’re Done 

What’s Unique 

Add name to 
address book. 

• Jump: MAIL. 

• Choose Address Book from the 

Mail menu. 

• Type entry and press Tab. 

• Type address. If necessary, click on 
Internet Address button. 

Prodigy offers a special 
version of E-Mail Connection 
for offline mail reading. 

Queue a file for 
downloading. 

• Jump: RLE LIBRARIES. 

• Select a shareware collection and 
category, then select a file. 

• Click on Download Later. 

All Prodigy file libraries are 
moderated. 

Read replies 
to a message. 

• Enter a bulletin board. 

• Click on Begin Reading Notes. 

• Click on topic and subject. 

• Click on Read Replies. 

Forum moderators can provide 
a sound file introduction 
to their bulletin board. 

Save a chat 
transcript. 

• Jump: CHAT. 

• Select a topic and conversation. 

• Click on Logging On. 

Provides a single interface 
for multiple instant messages. 

Look up entry in 
encyclopedia. 

• Jump: ENCYCLOPEDIA 

• Click bn Multimedia Edition. 

• Type search term and press Return. 

• Choose an article from the list. 

Web-based encyclopedia has 
downloadable pictures 
and sounds. 


OtherTasks 


Play Mad Maze. 

• Jump: MADMAZE. 

• Click on Start the Game. 

Graphical adventure game is 
built into main online service. 

Read newsgroups. 

• Jump: NEWSGROUPS. 

• Click on Explore Newsgroups. 

• Double-click on a newsgroup. 

• Double-click on a thread. 

Prodigy supports a “kill file” 
of unwanted posters and allows 
easy access to newsgroup FAQs. 

Play Guts. 

• Jump: GUTS. 

• Click on Play Guts. 

• Click on Try the Next Question. 

Questions get progressively 
more difficult in multiweek 
competition. 

Send greetings. 

• Jump: GREETINGS. 

• Click on Shop for Cards Now. 

• Select a card. 

• Enter the ID of the recipient. 

Lets users send animated 
electronic greeting cards. 

Record a macro. 

• Choose Record Macro from 
the Goodies menu and name it. 

• Navigate the service 
using keystrokes. 

• Choose Stop Recording. 

Macros are an effective way to 
navigate the older parts of 
the service. 



Greetings: In addition to basic text, Prodigy 
lets you deliver premade but customizable 
slide-show greeting cards with graphics. 



Quiz: Guts is an aptly named trivia game 
available on Prodigy-ifyou miss just one 
question, your score is wiped out. 



Web Connection: In an effort to distinguish 
itself, Prodigy is creating proprietary Web 
content accessible only to Prodigy members. 
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With Pentium Technology, 

PCI Engineering And Over6 Hours Of Battery Life, 
It Smokes The Competition. 



Over 6 hours 
of battery life. 



TravelMate 5100 

• 90MHz Pentium® 
processor with PCI bus 
and 256KB L2 Cache 

• 10.4" Active Matrix or 
10.5" Dual Scan screen 

• 2MB Video memory 

• 8MB RAM, upgradeable 
to 32MB 

• 1.2GB Hard Disk Drive 

• Multimedia package: 
Built-in 16-bit sound, 
internal speaker and 
dual mode microphone 

• Two Lithium ion 
battery packs 

• Serial infrared port for 
wireless connectivity 


uesign eo ior 

mm 
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Got the need for speed? Let us introduce the TravelMate” 5100 portable computer. 
Powered by a fully-maximized 90MHz Pentium processor engine with full PCI bus archi- 
IM tecture, it screams high performance. Such as faster, crisper video and audio, and 
fully-exploited Windows 95 functionality. 

And the performance doesn’t stop there. Two lithium ion batteries enable this 
speed merchant, and its owner, to work over 6 productive hours.* 

There’s more. A serial infrared port gives you access today to the wireless 
connection technologies of tomorrow. 

So what can you do with all these extraordinary accomplishments? You can start bring¬ 
ing your office with you. You can start running faster than your competitors. You can start 
running longer than your competitors. You can start making the future work for you today. 
In other words, you can start doing extraordinary things. m m 

And it starts with a call. Better yet, make that a speed '■M 'j' A C 

dial. 1-800-TI-TEXAS. E-mail: 2ti@msg.ti.com 1EXAS 

Internet: http://www.ti.com INSTRUMENTS 




Circle 165 on reader service card. 














SUPERGUIDE 


--—- 

Internet Direct: All the Tools You Need 

Navigate the Web 


Using Netscape’s Navigator 2.0 with a direct connec¬ 
tion to the World Wide Web isn’t as easy as logging on 
to one of the four major online services, but it offers a 
much richer, more cost-effective online experience. 
Plus, you can piece together your own Web setup by 
adding new viewer applications—something you can’t 
do on commercial services. If you want to add 3-D 
support, for example, simply download a 3-D viewer 
and install it as a helper application. 

But from this embarrassment of riches, what is 
the ideal setup for navigating the Net? PC Comput¬ 
ing searched long and hard for all the right pieces. 
Taken together, these will help you get the most 
from the Web. 

For the browser, start with Netscape’s $79.95 
Navigator Gold 2.0. The new version improves 
newsgroup reading, introduces frames for better 
page layout, and supports Sun’s Java language. Java 


PC COMPUTING’S DREAM WEB SETUP 


Here are the essential materials you’ll need to build your Ultimate 
Web Surfboard. You can find helper applications and information 
links at PC Computing's Web site (http://www.zd.com/~pccomp/). 

• Browser: Netscape’s Navigator Gold 2.0 
http://home.netscape.com/ 

• WebTracking: First Floor Software's SmartMarks 

http://home.netscape.com/comprod/smartmarks_install.html 

• Chat: Netscape’s Chat 
http://home.netscape.com/comprod/chat.html 

• Document Viewer: Adobe’s Acrobat Reader 
http://www.adobe.com/Software/Acrobat/ 

• Panoramic Scenes: Apple’s QuickTime VR 
http://qtvr.quicktime.apple.com/ 

• Real-time Audio: Progressive Networks’ RealAudio Player 
http://www.realaudio.com/ 

• Real-time Audio and Video: Xing Technology’s StreamWorks 
http://www.xingtech.com/ 

• VRML: Paper Software’s WebFX 
http://www.paperinc.com/ 

• Phone: Quarterdeck’s WebPhone 
http://www.qdeck.com/ 

• Alternative Phone: VocalTec’s Internet Phone 
http://www.vocaltec.com/ 

• Videoconferencing: Connectix’s VideoPhone 
http://www.con nectix.com/ 

• Access Control: SurfWatch Software’s SurfWatch 
http://www.su rfwatch.com/ 
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lets you send programs—not just text and graph¬ 
ics—over the Web. Navigator 2.0 also offers an 
applications program interface (API) for online apps 
that can launch from the Navigator window, and 
they both provide e-mail. 

Navigator Gold adds the ability to edit HTML 
documents from within Navigator’s main window. If 
your service provider supports this feature, you can 
publish Web pages and post revisions to your pages 
with a single click on Navigator’s toolbar. 

Netscape’s $54.95 Power Pack provides one-stop 
shopping for souping up Navigator. It includes: 

• SmartMarks, Chat, and file viewers. Tired of 
constantly returning to pages to check for the elusive 
New icons? SmartMarks scans pages and notifies 
you of changes to your favorite sites, turning you 
into the ultimate Web potato. 

• Chat. Yak it up with fellow Net denizens. 

Netscape’s Chat provides Windows 
access to the Internet Relay Chat, a real¬ 
time, multiroom environment similar to 
the online services’ popular chat features. 

• File viewers. The Power Pack also 
has viewers for several popular Web 
file formats, including Adobe’s Acro¬ 
bat (for WYSIWYG, high-resolution 
documents), Apple’s QuickTime (for 
video files), and Progressive Net¬ 
works’ RealAudio Player (for real¬ 
time delivery of audio files). Xing 
Technology’s StreamWorks can also 
deliver near-real-time audio via the 
Web, and video clips as well. 

The Web moves into the third 
dimension with the Virtual Reality 
Modeling Language (VRML). Instead 
of scrolling up and down a page, you 
can maneuver around the halls of a 
museum and fly by landmarks. Several 
VRML browsers should be available by 
press time, but one of the first to support 
Netscape is Paper Software’s WebFX. 

While not as navigable as true 3-D 
technologies like VRML, Apple’s 
QuickTime VR provides a level of real¬ 
ism on 386-based machines that’s diffi¬ 
cult to achieve on Silicon Graphics 
workstations. You can look around a 
room, look up and down, pick up 
objects, and spin them. QuickTime VR 
viewing will probably be built into a 
future version of the QuickTime movie 
player for Windows and the Mac. 
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Quarterdeck’s WebPhone integrates with the 
company’s Mosaic Web browser to let two people 
talk via the Internet as they would on a telephone. It, 
too, faces competition—from VocalTec’s Internet 
Phone and Third Planet Publishing’s DigiPhone 
(www.planeteers.com/index.htm). 

While not directly related to the Web, Connec- 
tix’s $100 QuickCam has filled a unique niche for 


Web users who want to post a quick photo or video. 
Now Connectix’s VideoPhone lets up to six users 
videoconference using inexpensive cameras (but rel¬ 
atively costly connections). White Pine Software’s 
CU-SeeMe product can also create videoconferences 
over the Internet in conjunction with video cameras. 

Finally, for blocking your children’s access to adult 
content, check out SurfWatch Software’s SurfWatch. 


Netscape Navigator 


Basic Tasks 

How They’re Done 

What’s Unique 

Add name to 
address book. 

• Choose Address Book from the 
Window menu. 

• Choose Add User from Item menu. 

• Complete the Name field, press Tab, 
then enter the e-mail address. 

URLs in e-mail are live. 

Queue a file for 
downloading. 

• Find FTP URL and drag to desktop. 

• To download the file later, drag 
shortcut to your page. 

Navigator 2.0 can accommodate 
multiple simultaneous FTPs. 

Read replies 
to a message. 

• Choose Netscape News from the 
Window menu. 

• Double-click on name of newsgroup 

Uses a three-paned interface. 

All URLs mentioned in 
message text are hyperlinks. 

Save a chat 
transcript. 

• Launch Web chat software to open 
a connection to the chat server. 

• After discussion, choose Save As. 

URLs sent during chats can 
send all participants to the 
relevant Web page. 

Look up entry in 
encyclopedia. 

• Choose Open Location and enter 
the URL for an encyclopedia. 

• Locate search engine. 

• Type a term in form field and choose 
link from the list of items returned. 

Britannica Online Cwww.eb.com/) 
boasts the most complete 
textual content of any online 
encyclopedia, but it’s a fee- 
based service. 


OtherTasks 


LookattheStarTrek 
Voyager with VRML. 

• Configure to launch the VRML player 
when a VRML file is downloaded. 

• Choose Open Location and enter 
URL for Paramount Voyager site 
Cvoyager.viacom.com/). 

InVista’s WorldView 

VRML allows true 3-D 
navigation via the Web. 

Watch a video with 
StreamWorks live 
video streaming 
player. 

• Configure to launch the player when 
a StreamWorks file is downloaded. 

• Choose Open Location and enter 
www.xingtech.com/streams/ 
testdrv/testdrv.html 

Xing Software’s Streamworks 
viewer can send streaming 
video as well as audio. 

Listen to sports, news, 
and commentary from 
the ABC network via 
RealAudio audio 

• Configure Navigator to launch the 
player when a RealAudio file 

is downloaded. 

• Visit ABC News site (www.realaudio 
,com./contentp/abc.html). 

• Click on a link to download a 
RealAudio file. 

RealAudio 2.0 allows for 
real-time broadcasts over 
the Web. 

View a live multimedia 
newspaper with Java. 

• Open Location www2.nando.net/ 
nt/nando.cgi?java. 

The Nando Times uses Java to 
present information engagingly. 
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Message Boards: While its searching 
controls are weak, Navigator puts a great 
interface on Usenet newsgroups. 



Reality Check: The photorealistic QuickTime 
VR offers more detail but less freedom of 
movement than graphics-based VRML. 



Web Apps: Using a simple Java applet, c|net 
brings some interactivity to its site with 
scrolling headlines at the top of the page. 
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A BETTER SERVKE PRC 
YOU HAVE OUR WORD 


NEXT-BUSINESS-DAY AT-YOUR-DESK 
SERVKE GUARANTEE* 





If there is a hardware 
Dell system while under c 
purchased from 

7 : 


rare event the 
not arrive as promised, let 
and your situation will receive top 
priority for resolution, plus you will receive an 
additional month of service at no cost to you. 












DELL DIMENSION "XPS P133c 

133MHz PENTIUM® PROCESSOR 

• Mini Tower or Desktop Model 

• 16MB EDO Memory (128MB Max RAM) 

• 512KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 2GB Hard Drive [10.5ms] 

• 17LS Monitor (17" CRT, Nl) 

• 9FX Motion Graphics Accelerator with 
2MB VRAM (128-bit 4MB VRAM Max) 

• 6X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• MS® Office Professional with 
Bookshelf for Windows® 95 

• Dell Software Suite 

• AWE32 Wave Table Sound Card 

• Altec Lansing ACS-5 Speakers 

• Microsoft* Windows® 95/ 

30 Days Free Support 

• 1 VearGuaranteed'Next-Business-Day, 
On-site Service 


$3449 


DELL DIMENSION XPS P133c 

133MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• Mini Tower or Desktop Model 

• 16MB EDO Memory (128MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 1GB Hard Drive [10ms] (2GB Max) 

• 15LS Monitor (15" CRT, Nl) 

• 64-bit PCI 1MB DRAM Video 
(128-bit 4MB VRAM Max) 

• 6X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• MS Office Professional with 
Bookshelf for Windows 95 

• Dell Software Suite 

• Microsoft Windows 95 / 

30 Days Free Support 

• 1 Year Guaranteed Next-Business-Day, 
On-site Service 

*Add the HP LaserJet 5P 


$2249 


$2499 


DELL DIMENSION PlOOt 

100MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• Mini Tower or Desktop Model 

• 16MB EDO Memory (128MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 1GB Hard Drive [10ms] (2GB Max) 

• 15LS Monitor (15" CRT, Nl] 

• 64-bit PC11 MB DRAM Video (2MB DRAM Max) 

• 4X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• Sound Blaster 16 Sound Card 

• Altec Lansing ACS-5 Speakers 

• Microsoft Windows 95/ 

30 Days Free Support 

• 1 Year Guaranteed Next-Business-Day, 
On-site Service 


$1499 


DELL DIMENSION P75t 

75MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• Mini Tower or Desktop Model 

• 8MB EDO Memory (128MB Max RAM) 

• 540MB Hard Drive [12ms] (2GB Max) 

• 14XE Monitor (14" CRT, Nl) 

• 64-bit PCI 1MB DRAM Video (2MB DRAM Max) 

• 4X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• Microsoft Windows 95 / 

30 Days Free Support 

• 1 Year Guaranteed Next-Business-Day, 
On-site Service 

• Upgrade to 2MB of Video DRAM 


If you're looking for a better service program, 
we have one word for you: guaranteed." 
Because at Dellf we guarantee if there's 
a problem with your Dell Dimension PC, a 
Dell-certified technician will be at your desk 
the next business day, servicing your PC? 

What's more, you can upgrade this 
program to three years for just $199. 

And in rarest of events that we're not 
there the next day, you get an extra month 
of on-site service at no charge. 

Sounds good, huh? 

PC World must have thought 
so, because they awarded us 
juime 1995 the top honors in their grueling 
Reliability and Service report. 

So call us today and get the Dell 
service program. Because we guarantee 
it. Or call someone else and get frustrated. 
Come to think, we can pretty much 
guarantee that, too. 


mm 1 

RELIABILITY 
& SERVICE 


D9LL 


800 - 433-5882 

In Canada* call 800-668-3021 
Mon-Fri 7am-9pm CT • Sat 10am-6pm CT 
Sun 12pm-5pmCT • http://www.us.dell.com/ 
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Printers Get 

Personal 


BUDGET PRINTERS: No 

need to compromise; 
get crisp 600-dpi 
pages for less than 
$500. 142 

PROOF ON THE PAGE: Our 

tests show that not all 
ink jets are slower 
than lasers. 143 

AFFORDABLE COLOR: 

Today’s ink jets also 
print in color. 144 

HIGHER-SPEED LASERS: 

Why wait ? New 
desktop printers 
hit speeds of up to 
12 ppm, yet cost less 
than $1,200. 150 

SPEED AND QUALITY: 

Performance and 
output varied widely 
in our tests. 151 


N ow that visions of the paperless office have 

receded like baby boomers’ hairlines, another 
reality is settling over the workplace: Today 
all desktop business printers are personal printers. You 
can find 6-page-per-minute, 600-dpi printers for less 
than $500 on the street. Need color? No problem. 


These days, costs are too low and quality too high to deny anyone 
in the office a printer of their own choosing. If nothing else, per¬ 
sonal printers reduce those infuriating backlogs on the 16-ppm 
powerhouse down the hall. 

Meanwhile, sophisticated graphics interfaces are calling for churns out 4 pages per 
more complex fonts, graphics, and color, and printer technologies minute at 600 dpi, but 
are shifting to meet these changing needs. In many cases, ink jets costs only $449. 
are elbowing aside inexpensive laser printers. Why? Color has 
become crucial for many business documents, if only for high¬ 
lights or a company logo. Ink jets certainly can’t match the color 
quality you’ll get from thermal-wax-transfer printers, but we’re 
talking personal here. 

Ink-jet prices have always been seductive. Now their print quality at Hewlett-Packard’s 

is starting to lure buyers away from lasers. You can get either technol- DeskJet 855C. For $499, 

ogy for well under $500: a piddling amount that even the bean-coun- you can have it all. 
ters in accounting won’t bother you about. 

If your budget allows you to spend as much as $1,200, you can put 
your hands on a laser printer with features that three years ago were 
only available for twice that much: PCL 5 support, resolution 
enhancement, fast RISC processors, infrared ports, and more. 

We included both classes of printers in this roundup to help you 
find the right balance of features for your dollar. In the pages that from Okidata’s 12-ppm 
follow, PC Computing’s lab results will help you identify the OLI 200-at a price that 
printer that best meets your needs. 


GREAT VALUE: 

Texas Instruments’ 
microLaser Win/4 


O N0 COMPROMISE: 

Want fast, rich 
color without forfeiting 
text quality? Take a look 


O EDITOR’S CHOICE: 

Get network 
printer speeds and the 
best laser text and 
graphics print quality 


won't break the bank. 


BY MARTY JEROME 
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Reviews: Quality Output for Under $500 



Pennies Per Page 


P* 

pH 

Executive Summary 

In the budget-minded, under-$500 category, there 
are a surprising number of snappy performers 
with admirable output quality. One particular 
standout is Texas Instruments’ microLaser Win/4. 

A laser printer that can render up to 600 dpi, 
the microLaser produces output of a caliber that 
will embarrass many printers costing three times 
as much. For color, Hewlett-Packard’s DeskJet 
855C is the clear favorite, offering impressively 
rich hues and reasonably fast print times. 

They cost less than a cross-country, round-trip ticket. 
Their text and halftones are clearer than those pro¬ 
duced by the $1,800 top-drawer laser printers you 
could buy five years ago. Did you ever believe you’d 
get so much printer for less than $500? 

And we’re talking much less than $500. More than 
half the machines in this category cost less than $400. 
Lexmark’s WinWriter 150C ink jet costs an astonish¬ 
ing $329. You may have submitted larger expense 
reports for a business dinner. The price of consum¬ 
ables is also surprisingly low. Toner and ink costs for 
all of the printers in this category average 2.5 cents per 
page—across the board. 

Five of the printers we tested were black-and-white 
lasers; five were color ink-jets. As expected, text quality 


and speeds were higher on the monochrome lasers, 
but the ink jets offer remarkably good output if you 
don’t mind waiting for color. All but one of the print¬ 
ers produce black text at 3 to 7 pages per minute. The 
old industry standard of 300-dpi resolution is also 
being eclipsed by a crisper 600-dpi resolution. 

Low price, solid print speeds, and crystalline print 
resolution are the staples of a good printer, but what 
else do these machines bring to the party? Not much. 
All were designed to deliver as many of the basics as 
manufacturing costs allow, never mind the frills. And 
deliver they do. But what you see is what you get. 
Typically, expandability is limited (and when possi¬ 
ble, expensive). If you expect your printing needs to 
grow, plan to spend more on a printer at the outset. 

The Price Is Right There’s really no budget laser 
printer that will stretch your dollars further than 
Texas Instruments’ microLaser Win/4. A printer with 
a graphics device interface (GDI), the microLaser 
Win/4 uses your PC’s CPU and memory for pro¬ 
cessing pages without affecting system performance. 
And pages flew from this 4-ppm printer—in some 
cases faster than from printers with engines rated at 6 
ppm. Text was razor-sharp; halftones were clean and 
well defined. We also liked the machine’s small size 
and its ability to send pages out the top or the front. 

If you need a fast laser printer, don’t miss Brother’s 


Small Wonder: Don’t let the $449 price tag fool you. Texas 
Instruments’ microLaser Win/4 prints quality black-and- 
white pages-and beats its own 4-ppm rating on text. 


Rainbow Warrior: Hewlett-Packard’s DeskJet 855C inkjet 
not only produces rich, pleasing color-it also bests some 
monochrome laser printers in flat-out performance. 
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HOW THEY COMPARE 


PRINT QUALITY AND PERFORMANCE FOR UNDER $500 


Black-and-white output speeds varied 
greatly among under-$500 laser and ink-jet 
printers. Brother’s WL-660 laser was the 
fastest overall, although Hewlett-Packard’s 
DeskJet 855C-a color ink-jet printer- 
outperformed two laser printers to take 
fourth place. Text quality from all of these 
printers was uniformly good; graphics 
output quality varied widely. 



Brother WL-660: Nice 
shading in image is offset 
by coarse dot patterns. 



Canon LBP-460: Grainy 
resolution and lack of 
contrast reduce clarity. 


Performance: Text Documents 


Brother WL-660 

Canon LBP-460 
Tl microLaser Win/4 
HP DeskJet 855C* 
Panasonic KX-P6500 

HP LaserJet 5L 

Canon BJC-4100* 
0kidata0kijet2010* 
Lexmark WinWriter 150C* 
Epson Stylus Color lls* 


1,068% Faster 

909% Faster 



•COLOR INK-JET PRINTER. NOTE: TEST CONSISTS OF MULTIPLE-PAG 
DOCUMENTS PRINTED FROM MICROSOFT'S WORD. 



Tl microLaser Win/4: 

There’s good contrast and 
nice overall quality. 


HP DeskJet 855C: Detail 
and shading are accurate, 
but there’s slight banding. 


Panasonic KX-P6500: 

Image is too dark, with 
some abrupt edges. 


HP LaserJet 5L: Contrast 
is good, but gradations 
could be smoother. 



Canon BJC-4100: Detail 
is sharp, but too much 
black ink hurts clarity. 


Okidata Okijet 2010: 

Image suffers from banding 
and insufficient detail. 


Lexmark WinWriter 
150C: Contrast is fine, but 
dot pattern is too coarse. 


Epson Stylus Color Ms: 

Resolution and detail are 
good, but image is dark. 


PC COMP 
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PRINTERS 


Reviews: Low-Cost Personal Printers 


WL-660, with an effective throughput of just over 5 
ppm in our tests. Canon’s LBP-460, Texas Instruments’ 
microLaser Win/4, and Panasonic’s 6-ppm KX-P6500 
all print text faster than 4 ppm. The KX-P6500 and 
microLaser Win/4 printers were also the top perform¬ 
ers in the graphics printing tests. 

As print quality goes, Hewlett-Packard’s LaserJet 
5L was right behind the microLaser Win/4 in 
monochrome text. And the LaserJet 5L’s support 
for PCL 5 makes it attractive to people who simply 
need a fast monochrome printer. 

For color printing, you can’t beat the DeskJet 855C, 
an ink-jet printer that drew high praise across the 
board for its performance and print quality. This isn’t 
surprising, given that the DeskJet family established 
the ink jet’s beachhead against personal laser printers. 
The DeskJet 855C was the fastest of the ink jets over¬ 
all—about twice as fast as its nearest competitor in 
both our text-only and color graphics tests. Its colors 


are bright, richly saturated, and consistent. Likewise, 
Lexmark’s WinWriter 150C drew praise for its color, 
despite some banding. At $329, it’s a low-cost alter¬ 
native to the DeskJet 855C. 

Hands On What can you expect from low-cost 
personal printers in the way of usability? More than 
you might expect, though these printers are a mixed 
bag. Canon’s BJC-4100 and Epson’s Stylus Color 
IIs, for example, are pleasingly small. But with the 
Stylus Color IIs, you have to swap cartridges when 
switching from monochrome to color. 

Okidata’s Okijet 2010, HP’s LaserJet 5L, and 
Canon’s LBP-460 lack visual indicators on their control 
panels, which can be infuriating. Lexmark’s WinWriter 
150C, on the other hand, displays an animation of page 
movement and job progress on its front-panel LCD. It 
also has an indicator for ink levels. 

If you need affordable color output or a dependable 
text printer, at these prices there’s no reason to wait. 


HOW THEY COMPARE 


COLOR PRINT QUALITY AND PERFORMANCE FOR UNDER $500 


Most of the ink-jet printers performed on par 
in our color output test, with one standout: 
Hewlett-Packard’s 300-dpi DeskJet 855C. 
Although other printers offer higher 
resolution, the DeskJet 855C’s 300-by-300 
color output was the best-looking by far. 



Canon BJC-4100: Bright 
output and good contrast 
are marred by random dots. 


HP DeskJet 855C: 

Colors are rich, without 
oversaturation. Details 
are clear in both 
shadows and 
highlights, yielding a 
pleasant and well- 
balanced image. This 
printer produced the 
best color overall. 



Okidata Okijet 2010: 

Composite black causes 
fading and dot patterns. 


Performance: Color Graphics 



BEST* 


NOTE: TEST CONSISTS OF T3M8 TIFF Fill PRINTED FROM ADOBE'S PHOTOSHOP. 



Lexmark WinWriter 
150C: Image is faded but 
shows good contrast. 



Epson Stylus Color IIs: 

Contrast is a bit too high, 
and banding is obvious. 


















proofs and comps. 
Any paper. Full page 
or tabloid bleed. 


: 


Color so practical and inexpensive 
you can add it to your network. 


Utlv *S u 




Info-rich report graphics on 
plain or glossy paper. Up to 
igh impact, business 4 color pages per minute! 
building overheads. 


or is color? Compare the best. 


Compare the color printers of Tektronix, the world’s best. Whatever your business, you’ll find a Phaser® Printer that 
fits your work and your workload. Superior imaging, brilliance, economy and speed make our award-winning Phaser 
line the most practical for eveiyday business as well as high-end applications. Each offers multi-platform compatibility, 
full network connectivity and PostScript.™ All carry the quality, reliability and legendary support of Tektronix, a 
Fortune 500 manufacturer of the world’s highest valued color printers. Starting at only $1495. Tektronix Phaser Printers 



Phaser 140 Phaser 240 NB/V Phaser 340 NEW Phaser 550 Phaser 440 NEW Phaser 4S0X Phaser 300i 


Call 800-835-6100, Ext. 1257. 
http://www. tek. com/CPad?1257 


Tektronix 

Circle 123 on reader service card. / 










Reviews: Features Comparison 


The Best Low-Cost Personal Printers 


Laser 

Price* 

Rated 

Speed 

RAM/ 

Max. RAM 

Resolution 

CdpO 

Maximum 
Paper Size 

Paper 

Capacity 

PDL 

Verdict 

microLaser Win/4 

■rTIw Texas Instruments 
[800] 848-3927 

Reader Service No. 721 

$449 

4 ppm 

512K/512K 

system RAM] 

600 by 600 

8.5 by 14 inches 

100 sheets 

GDI 

★★★★♦impressive 
speed, features, and 
print quality at a 
decent price. 

LaserJet 5L 

Hewlett-Packard 
[800]752-0900 

Reader Service No. 722 

$479 

4 ppm 

1MB/9MB 

600 by 600 

8.5 by 14 inches 

100 sheets 

PCL5 

★ ★ ★ ★ Good print 
quality and fast graphics 
output, but only average 
text speed. 

Panasonic KX-P6500 

Panasonic 
[800] 742-8086 

Reader Service No. 723 > 

$499 

6 ppm 

512K/4.5MB 

600 by 600 
[enhanced to 
600 by 2,400] 

8.5 by 11 inches 

100 sheets 

GDI, 

PCL4.5 

★ ★★★Decent 
speed, acceptable print 
quality, and helpful 
usability features. 

Brother WL-660 

Brother Int’l 
[800] 284-4357 

Reader Service No. 724 

$395 

6 ppm 

512K/4MB 

600 by 600 

8.5 by 14 inches 

200 sheets 

GDI, 

PCL4 

★ ★★Fastesttext 
output, but average 
graphics speeds and 
coarse dither patterns. 

Canon LBP-460 

Canon Computer Systems 
[800] 848-4123 

Reader Service No. 723 

$349 

4 ppm 

128K/128K 

600 by 600 

8.5 by 14 inches 

150 sheets 

PCL4 

★★★Exceptional 
performance for the 
price, but coarse 
graphics quality. 

InkJet 









Agffiv DeskJet 855C 

WhVjP Hewlett-Packard 
[800] 752-0900 

Reader Service No. 726 

$499 

7 ppm 
black, 

color 

1 MB/1 MB 

600 by 600 
black, 

300 by 300 
color 

8.5 by 14 inches 

100 sheets 

PCL3 

★ ★★★★Top-notch 
color quality at 
surprisingly fast output 
speeds; the best 
color buy. 

WinWriter 150C 

Lexmark Int'l 
[800]358-5835 

Reader Service No. 727 

$329 

3 ppm 
black, 

0,5 ppm 
color 

0MB/0MB 
(uses system 
RAM] 

600 by 300 
black and 
color 

9 by 14.33 
inches 

145 sheets 

GDI 

★★★★Great print 
quality for a great 
price, but poky 
performance. 

Canon BJC-4100 

Canon Computer Systems 
[800] 848-4123 

Reader Service No. 728 

$369 

5 ppm 
black, 

0.8 ppm 
color 

64K/64K 

720 by 360 
black and 

8.5 by 14 inches 

100 sheets 

Canon 

★★★Speedy, bright 
colors at a bargain price, 
but distracting dot 
patterns detract from 
image quality. 

0kijet2010 

Okidata 
[800] 654-3282 

Reader Service No. 729 

$365 

3 ppm 
black, 

0.25 to 

0.5 ppm 
color 

0MB/0MB 
(uses system 
RAM] 

600 by 300 
black and 
color 

9 by 14 inches 

150 sheets 

GDI 

★ ★★High-quality, 
affordable color- 
ifyou don't mind 
waiting for printouts. 

Stylus Color Ms 

Epson America 
[800] 289-3776 

$349 4 ppm 

ippm 

color 

•ESTIMATED STREET PRI 

15K/15K 

360 by 360 
black and 

8.5 by 14 inches 

100 sheets 


★★Slowest of all 
and hard to set up; 
printing in color requires 
swapping black and 
tricolor cartridges. 


***** Excellent 

**** Good 

*** Acceptable 

**Poor 

* Unacceptable 
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CorelDRAW 6 is here!!! With awesome speed, power and 
accuracy plus hundreds of enhancements, CorelDRAW 6 is the 
most robust graphics software suite available. 

CorelDRAW 6 offers fully-featured software 
applications for illustration, photo-editing and 
bitmap creation, business and multimedia 
presentations, 3D rendering and animation. Also 
includes eight great utilities and incredible libraries. 



Includes Plus 

« CorelDRAW 6 * 25,000 clipart images and symbols 

i Corel PHOTO-PAINT 6 e 1,000 photos 
CorelDREAM 3D 6 1,000 TrueType* and Type I fonts 

«- Corel MOTION 3D 6 t Over 750 3D models 
c Corel PRESENTS 6 






WaWensoftware 

1-800-800-00EB 

Call for the store nearest you! 


CorelDRAW 5 to 
CorelDRAW 6 Upgrade 



CD-ROM Version 

US$ plus applicable taxes. 


£corel 

Call now for faxed literature! 

1-613-728-0826 ext. 3080 
Document #1082 


Circle 233 on reader service card. 





































PRINTERS 


Final Analysis: The Best Low-Cost Lasers and Color Ink-Jets 


Bargain Printers 


If you need more than ten minutes to decide whether 
to buy one of these printers, you’re thinking too 
hard. Put the cost into the larger context of your 
department’s budget. You may have even spent more 
for a couple of business lunches. 

The more pressing question is, how will your print¬ 
ing needs change over the next six months? If you’ll 
suddenly yearn for finer resolution and print qual¬ 
ity—or faster performance—you’ll be happier in the 
long run paying for a better printer up front. Next, 
you should decide whether or not you’ll need color. 

Most businesspeople turn to a personal printer as 
a quick, convenient alternative to the backlogged 
network printer down the hall. They primarily pro¬ 
duce pages of monochrome text or business graph¬ 
ics, and rarely need resolutions higher than 600 dpi. 
These are clearly the people Texas Instruments had 
in mind when it introduced its microLaser Win/4. 
But if you hardly ever need to produce halftones or 
fancy business graphics, and you care more about 
speed, Brother’s WL-660, Canon’s LBP-460, and 


Panasonic’s KX-P6500 are excellent alternatives. 

Getting color on the cheap means switching from 
laser to ink-jet technology. It also means losing laser 
performance, although even the low-cost ink jets in 
this roundup aren’t laggards. 

Hewlett-Packard’s DeskJet 855C is the best of the 
lot as color quality and performance go. The consisten¬ 
cy, brightness, and saturation of hues are surprisingly 
good—especially when you consider the machine’s 
$499 price tag. It produces some of the best text you’ll 
find from ink-jet technology as well. Lexmark’s Win- 
Writer 150C is a capable alternative, although when all 
is said and done, we’ll stick with the DeskJet 855C. 

If you’re on a tight budget and better color perfor¬ 
mance is a must, Canon’s BJC-4100 is a good bet. It was 
faster at color output than all but the DeskJet 855C. Its 
colors are bright but tend to streak. For the occasional 
accent, however, it may be all the printer you need. 

Whatever your personal printing needs, there’s no 
reason not to have an affordable color ink-jet or qual¬ 
ity laser printer on your desk. 
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The more you get into it, ■ 
the more you get out of it. 

Access information anywhere with Chameleon Desktop. If you need access to 
'Unix systems, mainframes, minicomputers, PC-based LANs and WANs, and even 
;the Internet, Chameleon Desktop is the comprehensive solution that will take you there. 
Chameleon Desktop is a client and server TCP/IP Windows application suite that 
[connects you to the office network - at work, telecommuting from home or on 
1 the road. And with Chameleon you also get complete Internet access. 

Chameleon Desktop includes six integrated suites: Host Access, 

File and Printer Sharing, E-Mail and Messaging, Workgroup 
[Collaboration, Internet Access, and Desktop Management. If you tried to 
find all these capabilities individually, you’d end up paying more than 
twice what you’d pay for Chameleon. 

» l Chameleon Desktop also includes six powerful servers! 
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[ Chameleon Desktop applications offer powerful cross¬ 
functional integration - drag-and-drop any information on the 
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!a button. 
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PRINTERS 


Reviews: Quality Output for Under $1,200 




High-Speed Lasers 


Executive Summary 

High-end personal printers might sound like a 
contradiction in terms, but with street prices 
dipping below $1,200-and in many cases well 
below $1,000-these workhorses are destined 
to end up on many desktops. Okidata’s $1,199 
OL1200 provides network-printer speed and 
the finest text and graphics print quality of 
any laser printer in this roundup. If you need 
a PostScript printer, consider Apple’s 
LaserWriter Select 360 or Xerox’s 4510. 

No one says this aloud, but sometimes the “local” 
printer you’re requesting isn’t really to augment your 
use of the network printer. It’s to replace it. It’s a little 
executive privilege you snag for yourself. 

But if you’re trying to bid adieu to the network print¬ 
er’s breadline-like queues, you need better print quality 
and performance than a $400 printer can provide. 

How much do you have to spend for a high-quality 
personal printer? The best ones cost more than $500, 
but as PC,Computings labs discovered, you needn’t 
lay out more than $1,200. Between these two prices 
lies a broad spectrum of performance and features. 

Monochrome Mania Okidata’s OL1200 is a 
$1,199 laser printer that rivals many network models. 
Its 12-ppm print engine made it the top performer in 



Fast and Beautiful: Okidata’s OL1200 not only turned in 
the best performance of the laser printers we tested, its print 
quality was unmatched-in both text and image clarity. 


this roundup. Print quality in both text and graphics 
was superb. Text popped off the page and halftones 
showed surprising subtleties in grayscales. A simulated 
watermark feature lets you print gray text messages— 
such as confidential, copy, or top-secret —under the 
body text of your document. 

Usability got high marks, too. The OL1200’s 
printer-management software is pleasingly sophisti¬ 
cated. It reports the status of a print job and can be 
configured to stay active so that an icon flashes to 
alert you of problems. Although the procedure for 
installing toner could be easier, the OL1200’s perfor¬ 
mance, print quality, and price make it far and away 
the best high-speed personal laser we’ve seen. 

Two other noteworthy performers are Apple’s Laser¬ 
Writer Select 360 and Xerox’s 4510. Both are 10-ppm, 
600-dpi printers that support PCL 5 and PostScript 
Level 2 (PostScript is an option on the 4510). The Laser¬ 
Writer comes with 7MB of RAM, which curiously was 
not enough to print a 13MB TIFF image in PostScript 
mode. In contrast. Xerox’s 4510 comes with 2MB of 
RAM, yet had no problem. Both offer many network 
interface options and are priced near $1,200. 

Print quality from the LaserWriter Select was excel¬ 
lent, while that of Xerox’s 4510 was good but not spec¬ 
tacular. Since these products straddle the personal and 
small-workgroup printer markets, usability suffers, 
especially in setup. The Xerox 4510’s software, for 
example, is rich in functions but difficult to install. We 
had a bear of a time getting Apple’s printer drivers to 
work with Windows 3.11. Kudos to die 4510’s display 
panel, which is easy to interpret and very informative. 
The LaserWriter’s display is useful too, and necessary 
because the machine doesn’t provide onscreen feedback. 

If you’re looking a bit further down the price slope, 
NEC’s Superscript 660i offers a set of features that’s 
almost identical to Hewlett-Packard’s venerable 
LaserJet 5P’s, for $200 less. Both machines are 6-ppm, 
600-dpi lasers that come with 2MB of RAM, expand¬ 
able to 50MB, and support PCL 5. 

But the similarities end there. HP’s LaserJet 5P— 
the latest in the line that defined personal laser print¬ 
ers—easily outperformed NEC’s Superscript. In 
fact, the LaserJet 5P was one of the faster machines 
we tested. However, the Superscript supports Post¬ 
Script Level 2 and GDI, and the LaserJet 5P does 
not. The LaserJet 5P’s and the Superscript’s print 
quality in both text and graphics was similar, though 
neither printer could match Okidata’s OL1200 in 
crispness and halftone quality. 

When it came to usability, we liked the LaserJet 
5P’s space-saving ability to send pages out the front or 
the top, but we didn’t like having to remove the toner 
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HOW THEY COMPARE 


PERFORMANCE AND PRINT QUALITY FOR UNDER $1,200 


The primary reason to spend more than 
$500 for a personal printer is to get better 
performance. The performance chart at 
right gives you a quick summary of how 
these under-$l,200 printers stack up in 
text-only print tests. While all of the 
printers in this category employ 
monochrome laser technology, and all— 
except Kyocera’s Ecosys FS-400A-do so at 
600 dpi, similar text quality can be found 
among the under-$500 lasers as well. The 
difference in print quality is most 
pronounced when it comes to grayscale 
images. The image featured in the samples 
below is an unretouched, full-color Tl FF 
image rendered in grayscale halftones by 
the monochrome laser printers. If you 
expect to print photographic images, be 
sure to consider these results in addition to 
the performance data. 




Okidata OL1200: Xerox 4510: The dot Apple LaserWriter HP LaserJet 5P: Dark 

Resolution is fine; shading pattern is too coarse, and Select 360: Shading and shadows and abrupt 

has some abrupt edges. contrast is a bit too high. resolution are best overall, gradations detract. 



Tl microLaser 600: Dot 

patterns are discernible, 
but shading is accurate. 


Kyocera Ecosys FS- 
400A: Shading is poor, 
contrast high, and dots big. 



Epson ActionLaser 
1400: Shadows are far too 
dark to be acceptable. 




NEC Superscript 660i: 

Image has dark shadows 
and sharp gradations. 


c COMPUTING 
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Reviews: Features Comparison 
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cartridge to clear a paper jam. The Superscript’s tall 
and compact design also saves space, and its memory 
is easy to upgrade. Given its low cost, we’d be happy 
to settle for its slower performance. Generally speak¬ 
ing, it’s a better buy than the LaserJet 5P. 

The Small Print Three of the printers we tested 
failed to generate much excitement at PC Comput¬ 
ing's labs: Epson’s ActionLaser 1400, Kyocera’s 
Ecosys FS-400A, and Texas Instruments’ microLaser 
600. Blame it on their poor-quality output and mid¬ 
dling performance. All cost between $599 and $850, 
and perform at 4 to 5 ppm. The Ecosys FS-400A is 
also the only 300-dpi printer in this category, and its 
$599 street price includes only 1MB of RAM. The 


ActionLaser and the microLaser have 2MB of RAM. 

Texas Instruments’ microLaser 600 is the best 
printer of the three. It comes with Adobe’s Memory 
Booster software, which helped performance con¬ 
siderably. Epson’s compact ActionLaser is a space- 
saver, and Kyocera’s Ecosys FS-400A has a very 
elaborate LCD, which we found quite useful. But 
none of these three machines offers usability advan¬ 
tages that make them stand out from the pack. Look 
for their prices to drop in coming months. 

But why wait? If you need a high-quality, network- 
speed desktop printer, you can choose from several 
bargains available today. Bid that network queue 
farewell, once and for all. 


The Best Desktop Laser Printers 


Laser 

Price* 

Rated 

Speed 

RAM/ 

Max. RAM 

Resolution 

Cdpi) 

Maximum 
Paper Size 

Paper 

Capacity 

PDL 

Verdict 

^5323^ OkidataOL1200 

Okidata 

\2sSk/ (800} 654-3282 

Reader Service No. 731 j 

$1,199 

12 ppm 

2MB/34MB 

600 by 600 

8.5 by 14 inches 

600 sheets 

PCL5e 

***** Excellent 
speed, print quality, and 
software features; the 
best in this category. 

LaserJet 5P 

Hewlett-Packard 

(8003752-0900 

Reader Service No. 732 

$899 

6 ppm 

2MB/50MB 

600 by 600 

8.5 by 14 inches 

350 sheets 

PCL5 

**** Decent text 
speed and slow, high- 
quality graphics output 
at an attractive price. 

LaserWriter Select 360 

Apple Computer 
(800)776-2333 

Reader Service No. 733 

$1,199 

10 ppm 

7MB/16MB 

600 by 600 

8.5 by 14 inches 

250 sheets 

PCL5, 
PostScript 
Level 2 

*★* Admirable 
speed, but couldn't 
complete TIFF test image 
despite 7MB of RAM. 

Superscript 660i 

NEC Technologies 
(800)632-4636 

Reader Service No. 734 

$699 

6 ppm 

2MB/50MB 

600 by 600 

8.5 by 14 inches 

200 sheets 

GDI, PCL 5, 
PostScript 
Level 2 

* * * Nice output and 
respectable graphics 
speed at an unbeatable 
price, but slow on text. 

Xerox 4510 

Xerox 

(800)349-3769 

Reader Service No. 733 

$1,200 

10 ppm 

2MB/10MB 

600 by 600 

8.5 by 14 inches 

250 sheets 

PCL 5e 

*** Fast, high- 
quality text, but uneven 
graphics output and 
difficult to set up. 

ActionLaser 1400 

Epson America 
(800)289-3776 

$849 

4 ppm 

2MB/18MB 

600 by 600 

8.5 by 14 inches 

100 sheets 

PCL4P, 

PCL 5e 

** Low cost, but 
slow performance and 
poor output quality. 

EcosysFS-400A 

Kyocera Electronics 
(800)232-6797 

Reader Service No. 737 

$599, 
plus $269 
for 4MB 
of RAM** 

4 ppm 

1MB/5MB 

300 by 300 
(enhanced to 
300 by 1,200) 

8.5 by 14 inches 

100 sheets 

PCL 5, 
PostScript 
Level 1 

★ ★ Slowest overall 
text printing, mediocre 
output, and lackluster 
drivers. 

microLaser 600 

Texas Instruments 
(800)848-3927 

Reader Service No. 738 

$850, 
plus $299 
for 4MB 
of RAM 

•ESTIMATE! 

5 ppm 2MB/10MB 

) STREET PRICE. "REQUIRED TO P 

600 by 600 

8.5 by 14 inches 

250 sheets 

PCL 5, 
PostScript 
Level 2 

★ ★Fair speed and 
quality, but couldn’t 
complete TIFF image 
even with extra RAM. 


***** Excellent 

**** Good 

*** Acceptable 

**Poor 

★ Unacceptable 
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The Prodigy experience. It’s new. And there’s never been a better time to try it. We’ll 
give you 10 free* hours, free software and a free trial month on the New Prodigy. 
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cartridge to clear a paper jam. The Superscript’s tall 
and compact design also saves space, and its memory 
is easy to upgrade. Given its low cost, we’d be happy 
to settle for its slower performance. Generally speak¬ 
ing, it’s a better buy than the LaserJet 5P. 

The Small Print Three of the printers we tested 
failed to generate much excitement at PC Comput¬ 
ings labs: Epson’s ActionLaser 1400, Kyocera’s 
Ecosys FS-400A, and Texas Instruments’ microLaser 
600. Blame it on their poor-quality output and mid¬ 
dling performance. All cost between $599 and $850, 
and perform at 4 to 5 ppm. The Ecosys FS-400A is 
also the only 300-dpi printer in this category, and its 
$599 street price includes only 1MB of RAM. The 


ActionLaser and the microLaser have 2MB of RAM. 

Texas Instruments’ microLaser 600 is the best 
printer of the three. It comes with Adobe’s Memory 
Booster software, which helped performance con¬ 
siderably. Epson’s compact ActionLaser is a space- 
saver, and Kyocera’s Ecosys FS-400A has a very 
elaborate LCD, which we found quite useful. But 
none of these three machines offers usability advan¬ 
tages that make them stand out from the pack. Look 
for their prices to drop in coming months. 

But why wait? If you need a high-quality, network- 
speed desktop printer, you can choose from several 
bargains available today. Bid that network queue 
farewell, once and for all. 


The Best Desktop Laser Printers 


Laser 

Price* 

Rated 

Speed 

RAM/ 

Max. RAM 

Resolution 

Cdpi) 

Maximum 
Paper Size 

Paper 

Capacity 

PDL 

Verdict 

BJjv OkidataOLl200 

TSm Okidata 
fmj [800] 654-3282 

Reader Service No. 731 

$1,199 

12 ppm 

2MB/34MB 

600 by 600 

8.5 by 14 inches 

600 sheets 

PCL5e 

★ ★★★★Excellent 
speed, print quality, and 
software features; the 
best in this category. 

LaserJet 5P 

Hewlett-Packard 
[800] 752-0900 

Reader Service No. 732 

$899 

6 PPm 

2MB/50MB 

600 by 600 

8.5 by 14 inches 

350 sheets 

PCL5 

★ ★★★Decent text 
speed and slow, high- 
quality graphics output 
at an attractive price. 

LaserWriter Select 360 

Apple Computer 
[800] 776-2333 

Reader Service No. 733 

$1,199 

lOppm 

7MB/16MB 

600 by 600 

8.5 by 14 inches 

250 sheets 

PCL5, 
PostScript 
Level 2 

★ ★★Admirable 
speed, but couldn’t 
complete TIFF test image 
despite 7MB of RAM. 


Superscript 660i 

NECTechnologies 
[800] 632-4636 
Reader Service No. 734 


Xerox 4510 

Xerox 


NO POSTAGE 
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[800] 349-3769 
Reader Service No. 733 


ActionLaser 1400 

Epson America 
[800] 289-3776 


Ecosys FS-400A 

Kyocera Electronics 
[800]232-6797 
Reader Service No. 737 


microLaser 600 

Texas Instruments 
[800] 848-3927 
Reader Service No. 73 8 
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'Next thing you know, I'm on Prodigy Chat with a guy named ‘Fool4Love.’ What a trip! Anyway, ‘Love’ (that’s what I like to call him) and 
I started talking about everything imaginable. Old flames, careers, movies and meeting online. Turns out he’s a real computer whiz. ‘Love’ 
showed me all this great stuff about Prodigy including their Web Browser, Bulletin Boards and this genius feature called Interest Groups. 
|l can instantly plug in to the specific area I feel passionate about, like The Adventurous Traveler, without unnecessary tooling around on 
Home Pages. I know what my interests are and I don’t want to waste time to get to them. Speaking of interests, ‘Love’ and I are still very much 
involved. We always get online and explore. You never know what you’ll find out there. After all, that’s where I found ‘Fool4Love.’ 
In fact, I'm meeting him here tonight. I can’t wait to see what teal blue eyes look like.” 

For 10 free hours,* free software and a free trial month, call 18Q0-PR0DIGY, ext. 1143. -( 5 ^ OrOGf/OV 

Download the software directly from our World Wide Web location (www.astranet.com). Or email us at fraetrial@prodigy.com J J / 

•After the 10 free hours, Prodigy Is only $9.95 a month for five hours, and there's no extra charge for Internet access. whatever you're into 



PRINTERS 


Final Analysis: You Can Have Network Speed on Your Desktop 


A Laser in Every Office 


Maybe the guy down the hall can wait for the net¬ 
work printer to get around to printing his docu¬ 
ments. Maybe he’s one of those people who submits 
print jobs all day long but doesn’t pick them up 
until the next morning. If you, on the other hand, 
are so eager for your printouts that you’re tempted 
to delete all the print jobs ahead of yours in the 
queue, it’s time for a personal printer. 

With the cost of high-speed printers coming 
down in a hurry, there’s no reason not to have a 
high-quality laser printer on your own desk. As 
you’ll discover, this is far from an impossible wish 
to fulfill. As a matter of fact, if you haven’t shopped 
for a printer in a while, you’ll be surprised by how 
far your dollars will go. 

At $699, NEC’s Superscript 660i achieves the best 
price point for a 6-ppm, 600-dpi laser printer. Unlike 
Hewlett-Packard’s LaserJet 5P, the Superscript sup¬ 
ports PostScript Level 2 in addition to PCL 5e. Per¬ 
formance lagged behind that of the $899 LaserJet 5P, 
but the price difference makes it worth considering. 


For about $500 more, you can buy 10-ppm perfor¬ 
mance and better print quality with Apple’s Laser¬ 
Writer Select 360, which supports PostScript Level 2 
as well as PCL 5. The LaserWriter’s standard 7MB of 
RAM should satisfy most of your PostScript printing 
needs, but you may need more memory for large pho¬ 
tos. If you expect to need network connectivity, both 
printers offer several interface options. Although the 
LaserWriter suffers from some usability glitches, it’s 
the best choice for snappy PostScript performance. 

For roughly the same price, however, Okidata’s 
$1,199 OL1200 delivers t|ie fastest performance of 
any printer in this roundup. Its 12-ppm print engine 
lives up to its billing. Better still, it produces the best 
print quality of the bunch. Pack of PostScript support 
is its only drawback, but it will give you fast, high- 
quality output for most business needs. This is the 
best personal laser printer trioney can buy. 


Lab testing performed by Project Leader Ibrahim 
Gul and Technical Specialist Daisy Zhao. 


DECISION MAKER 


CHOOSE THE RIGHT UNDER-$1,200 PRINTER FOR YOUR NEEDS 


1 Choose the factor most Choose the next most 

important to you. important factor. 
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Get It 



The Smart Business Card Reader." The Easiest 
Way Tb Get Contacts Into Your Computer. 

Drop everything. And get rid of that Rolodex®. Now you 
can have all your contacts right where you want them. In 
your computer, in one touch. 

With the Smart Business Card Reader, you just pick 
up a business card and drop it in. There’s nothing else to 
do, because everything you need is built in. Our intelli¬ 
gent software recognizes a contact’s name, company, 
address, and phone number and places it all in a contact 
database. A second touch will even send it to contact 
managers like ACT!, Maximizer, PackRat and more. 



All you need to get started is a Windows® 3.1 or 
Windows 95 compatible PC. You’ll be ready to scan con¬ 
tacts into your computer in less than five minutes. And if 
you want to make your life even easier, you'll pick up a 
Smart Label Printer” so you can create address labels 
directly from your database. 

To get your hands on the Smart Business 
Card Reader, call 1-800-68&0817. Or e-mail us at 
slp_info@seikosj.com. # 

oil V 

Seiko Instruments 


© 1995 Seiko Instr 


; USA Inc. All rights reserved. 


Circle 117 on reader service card. 








Now Everyone Can Have 
The Superior Monitor. 



FlexScan r ; 

F2*17ex 

17 -inch Color Data Ehspla' i. j 
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If you've always wanted a top performing monitor, now is the time. 


Even the coolest dudes 
find Nanao’s new 17” 
monitors irresistible. Our 
new T2-17TS and F2-17EX 
monitors can’t be beat for 
graphics quality. Which is why they’re setting 
sales records at computer stores. Users are also 
drawn by Nanao’s reputation for quality plus a 
stunning new array of advanced technical features 
that are ideally suited for the graphics environ¬ 
ment. Nanao even offers a choice of 17” models 
to satisfy your individual preference. Our 
FlexScan T2-17TS has an advanced Aperture 
Grill tube, while the F2*17ex features a flat-screen 


Invar Shadow Mask tube. Both monitors provide 
the power you really need to achieve true-to-life 
colors, crisp typography and a stable screen image. 
Ultra high 1280 x 1024 resolution at 82Hz 
refresh rate, Colorific™ color management software 
and on-screen image controls deliver a new level 
of graphics performance. For added safety against 
unwanted emissions, TCO compliance is now 
available as a standard feature. And each monitor 
supports Windows ‘95 Plug & Play,* so you’ll 
be in tune with the latest wave of technology. 

If you’re wondering why this dude looks so 
satisfied, it’s easy to figure out. He just caught 
the perfect wave. And the perfect 17” monitor. 


H:30-86kHz,V55-160Hz 
1280 x 1024 @ up to 82Hz 
1600xl200@upto66Hz 


Hi30-86kHz, V:55-160Hz 
1280 x 1024 @ up to 82Hr : 
1600xl200@upto66ffe ' 


3-year warranty ** 

Icgigi'/icj ® 

[PH illslss call Our FlexFax Fax On Demand 1-800-416-FLEX 

registered trademark of Nanao Corporation. All product names are trademarks of their respective companies. ©1995 Nanao USA Corporation. 




NANAO 

Superior In Every Detail 

NANAO USA CORPORATION 
23535 Telo Avenue, Torrance, CA 90505 | 

(310) 325-5202 Fax: (310) 530-1679 


1-800-800-5202 




















Throwaway 
prATM 
card! New 
personal- 
finance 
packages 
do all your 
banking 



S o maybe your bank doesn’t want your 
business. How else can you explain those 
surly bank tellers and never-ending ATM 
queues? Or how about those primitive paper 
transactions and infuriating bank hours? 

Wouldn’t you like to be able to call up your 
account balances, transfer funds, pay bills, and 
automatically update your records—day or night— 
without leaving your chair? You can take control 
of your banking needs by investing in Microsoft’s 
Money for Windows 95 or Intuit s Quicken 
Deluxe 5. Managing 
Your Money from 
MECA, and 
Kiplinger’s Simply 
Money from 4Home 
Productions, also let 
you manage finances 

BY MIKE HOGAN 








PERSONAL FINANCE 


Reviews: Money, Quicken Deluxe, Managing Your Money, and Simply Money 


on your PC, but they don’t yet include online bank¬ 
ing (watch for new versions early this year). 

These four personal-finance packages usher in a 
new and welcome era in banking. And banks are 
quickly adapting to accommodate these new pro¬ 
grams. If your institution doesn’t yet offer online 
banking, perhaps it’s time to consider transferring 
your account to one that does. 

We put these programs through PC Computing’s 
Usability Labs to see how much conventional-banking 
users could manage from their PC. The results were 
encouraging. Our testers found that all four packages 
make it easier to balance your checking, savings, loan, 
and investment accounts, as well as pay your bills. 
These financial managers also help you compare loans, 
plan for retirement, and meet other savings goals. If 
they could just figure out how to pop $20 bills through 
the phone receiver, they’d have the whole thing licked. 

The online-banking features in Money and Quicken 
Deluxe give you the easiest access to recent financial 
information, making them our favorites. Both pack¬ 
ages can even save you money, since most banks charge 
little or nothing for online banking—a welcome depar¬ 
ture from the hundreds of dollars a year you can run up 
in hidden monthly fees and overdraft charges. 

Quicken Deluxe, Managing Your Money, and, to 
a lesser extent, Simply Money, have traditional hier¬ 
archical interfaces with tools and functions located 
on menus and multiple onscreen windows. Quicken 
Deluxe and Managing Your Money add opening 
screens for users to find features more easily. 

Money takes a different tack by placing tools on the 
appropriate program views instead of in the menus. 
This makes Money more accessible to the new user, 
but more restrictive and probably not as satisfying 
for the experienced hand. Simply Money also includes 


drag-and-drop icons of accounts and payees that can 
be placed onto action icons to start tasks such as pay¬ 
ing bills, but none of our testers liked this approach. 

Instant Payback If you’ve been putting off using 
a personal-finance program just because you can’t 
find the time to get organized, wait no more. Money, 
Quicken Deluxe, Managing Your Money, and Simply 
Money walk you through the process of setting up 
your savings, checking, and investment accounts, as 
well as categories you need to sort your financial 
transactions. Your initial time investment is about an 
hour. Plus, if you go online with Money or Quicken 
Deluxe, you can sidestep the tedium of entering your 
transaction history from check registers and credit- 
card statements. Depending on your bank, you can 
download up to three months of transactions from all 
your accounts the first time you’re online. With that 
historical information in hand, you can immediately 
create budgets, transfer funds, make sharp financial 
decisions, and analyze your savings and spending pat¬ 
terns. As you build a financial history over time, you 
can more accurately plan investments. Instant updates 
of your transactions and account balances are a toll- 
free phone call away—anytime of the day. 

Although it sounds a bit scary, online banking is 
pretty simple. All you have to do is click on a bank 
account in the online screen of either program and locate 
your bank’s icon. Your transactions are delivered in cat¬ 
egories with their tax consequences identified, if appro¬ 
priate, as with a payment for day care. 

Because Money and Quicken Deluxe have your 
bank do most of the work for you, these packages are 
by far the easiest to set up and use. The current versions 
of Managing Your Money and Simply Money make 
you type in a lot of account history before you can 
even access the program’s analytical functions. But 



Microsoft’s Money: Its online banking process 
involves more steps than Intuit’s Quicken Deluxe, but 
Money gives you more information at one time about 
recent online activities with your accounts. 


Intuit’s Quicken Deluxe: All it takes is one button- 
click to update credit-card and other bank account 
data in Quicken Deluxe, but you get only one piece 
of information at a time. 
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Face facts. They probably know a lot more than 
you do about both subjects. But not to worry. 
Pick up the phone, call IBM PC Direct™and 
we’ll answer all your questions about the 
multi-media Aptiva* Order one and 
re’ll pre-load it with the latest software, Compton 
Incyclopedia, cool CD games, and then deliver it 
ight to your door. With convenient consumer 


of the best 



financing, a 30-day money-back 
day, 7-day-a-week telephone sup: 

'In fact, PC Magazine 2 said our tec] 

of the best in the industry. So if 
about computers make you ui 
worry, we’ll be more 
them. (Sorry. That 
birds and bees is 


-■“‘IBM 


Before you pick out a computer, pick up the phone. 















And make it happen with 
the superior graphics of 
SureTrak Project Manager 1.5. 

Manage every aspect of your project Organize it 
easily right from the start with a wizard to give 
you the right perspective for your industry. Get 
up and running quickly with SureTrak’s built-in 
templates and tutorials.Take control of individual 
or multiple projects of any size. 

Look good with stunning presentations. SureTrak's 
got more than 40 customizable report formats. Eye¬ 
catching graphics help you demonstrate progress, identify 
roadblocks, develop workarounds and build consensus. 


The price of success: just $299. And SureTrak is 
backed by a 60-day, money-back guarantee. 



Start now by calling I -800-973-1335. 

We’ll send you a FREE demo disk and a 
copy of "Making It Happen,” a common 
sense guide to project management 



C£> PRIMAVERA 

How the zvorld says project management 
SureTrak Division • 1574 West 1700 South 
Salt Lake City, UT 84104-USA 
(801) 973-1300 • FAX: (801) 973-9725 
Internet: suretrak@primavera.com 
Web site: http://www.primavera.com/ 



microjCERGFf Call 1-800-973-1335 

Copyright © 1995 Primavera Systems, Inc. SureTrak Project Manager is a registered trademark of Primavera. Third-party names and trademarks are the property of their respective holders* I 

Circle 714 nn render service card. ^ k 
















Microsoft’s Money: The Payment Calendar in 
Money includes a list of bills due and also includes 
the impact they will have on your checking-account 
balance if you choose to pay them at that time. 


Kiplinger’s Simply Money: The bill-payment 
reminder in Simply Money is less elegant than 
Microsoft’s Money and doesn’t take your account 
balances into consideration. 


But once you’re regularly online with your bank, you 
can say goodbye to most of this data entry and calcu¬ 
lator tapping. If you add online bill-paying, you can 
forget about endless check writing, too. 

The Check’s in the Modem Unlike online 
banking, online bill-paying has been around for 
years (though it’s been used sparingly). However, 
the release of the most-recent versions of Money 
and Quicken Deluxe has inspired bill-paying ser¬ 
vices to address two main obstacles that have kept 
people from paying bills online. First, online bill¬ 
paying is cheaper. While service charges differ 
slightly, they’re now less than the price of a stamp 
for each bill. Second, if your creditor accepts online 
payments, you no longer need to authorize your 
bill payments several days in advance. 

Online bill-paying with Managing Your Money 
and Simply Money is convenient, but our testers 
still found this task far easier in Money and, to a 
lesser degree, Quicken Deluxe. All of the applica¬ 
tions step you carefully through the bill-paying 
process and provide easily accessible help. 

Money groups bills that are due at the same time 
of the month and displays a handy calendar of those 
dates, plus a box that shows how paying one bill or 
another affects your account balance. In Quicken 
Deluxe, you can drag and drop a transaction onto a 
financial calendar to create a recurring reminder of 
when to post bills. Managing Your Money and Sim¬ 
ply Money let you schedule reminders for monthly 
payments, but lack a detailed calendar of your 
scheduled transactions. 

Fire Your Accountant The reports in Managing 
Your Money and Simply Money nearly equal the 
full complement found in Money and Quicken 
Deluxe. All four programs’ reports profile your 
financial situation and uncover significant trends in 


your saving and spending habits. The reports are 
organized into home, business, and investment cat¬ 
egories, containing snapshots of your net worth, 
cash flow, capital gains, portfolio value, and other 
important financial data. 

Our testers found creating reports the least intu¬ 
itive feature of the financial managers. Choosing the 
right report and laying it out with the proper date 
range, securities, and categories aren’t simple tasks 
for most people. Money and Quicken Deluxe made 
reports out of some of the most commonly asked 
questions, such as, Where did I spend my money 
last year?; What am I worth as of today?; and How 
am I doing on my budget? 

Quicken Deluxe also lets you keep up to six graph¬ 
ical views of your finances handy in its Snapshots 
gallery of customizable charts of your assets and lia¬ 
bilities, actual and budgeted expenditures, and portfo¬ 
lio’s rate of return. Money lets you display a single 
Chart of the Day on its home menu from a more lim¬ 
ited set of views. Managing Your Money also has snap¬ 
shots—although they are text-only charts. 

Each product exports tax data in the standard tax 
exchange format so that if you’ve been keeping track 
of your transactions’ tax status during the year, you 
can get a jump on filing your 1040 form by either cre¬ 
ating a tax report or exporting your data into a tax- 
preparation program like Intuit’s TurboTax. Quicken 
Deluxe even includes a tax planner to help you find 
out the tax consequences of different transactions. 

That Figures Beyond tax planning, all four pro¬ 
grams offer a variety of handy financial calculators 
and planners that let you quickly figure out differences 
between loans, dividend payments, and savings for 
college or retirement. Only Quicken Deluxe and 
Managing Your Money offer a home-inventory fea¬ 
ture for tracking the value of your possessions. 
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GENERATING PERSONAL REPORTS 



MECA’s 
Managing Your 
Money: Although 
MYM’s Quick 
Reports aren’t as 
graphical as 
Quicken Deluxe’s 

Hi] 

Snapshot as of: 02/18/199G Change Date 

Net Worth Budgeting Actuate To . Budget To „ D#feTence 

Debt/Equity Refer 35S Net income: 7.700 0 7,700 


or Money’s, they 
offer a handful of 
financial snapshots 
for updates on your 
accounts. 



When it comes to analyzing your 
investments, Money and Quicken 
Deluxe offer the most substantive 
portfolio-management features, but 
Quicken Deluxe surpasses Money in 
usability, analytical tools, and invest¬ 
ment research. All four applications 
let you download stock prices to 
update your investment accounts, but 
Quicken Deluxe includes Mutual 
Fund Finder, an extra-charge sub¬ 
scription to the Morningstar list of the 
4,500 top-performing mutual funds. 

The list is updated quarterly for a 
monthly charge based on how often 
you use it. In addition, you get easy- 
to-use tools that help you screen and analyze your 
fund choices. 

Quicken Deluxe also includes Investor Insight, 
another subscription service that lets you download 
up-to-the-minute information from Dow Jones News 
Service and company research from Standard & 
Poor’s. You’re charged based on the number of secu¬ 
rities and companies you track. And Quicken Deluxe 
provides several charting and analysis tools you can 
apply to a company’s current and historical data. 

Quicken Deluxe bundles Netscape’s Navigator 
1.22 and offers a free Internet connection to Intuit’s 
home page and to the home pages of banks that offer 
online banking with Quicken Deluxe. This makes it 
easy for you to shop for loans, credit cards, and 


other bank services. Money offers Internet access via 
Microsoft Network for a monthly fee. Managing 
Your Money and Simply Money do not include 
Internet connections. 

Does all of this sound like a little too much, a little 
too soon? If so, you’re not alone. Banks and software 
companies expect these changes in banking practices 
to be a bit dizzying for people at first. But not to 
worry: Online banking and bill-paying will continue 
to be a viable option for a long time. 

Even if you don’t use the electronic-banking 
aspects of these programs, you’ll find that they can do 
wonders for your personal finances. And when you 
decide to try online banking or bill-paying, you’ll be 
more prepared for the banking changes of the future. 


The Best Personal-Finance Software 

Product Price’ Verdict 


/)3^82 a Money for Windows 95 $35 Yes Yes No 

Iff; 40)1) Microsoft Corp. 

Yes Yes Stock No Yes** 

*** ★★An excellent 

($00) 426-9400 

Reader Service No. 711 




Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

★★*The most complete 
financial-management solution 
anywhere, anytime. 

Managing Your Money 2.0 $40 In Qt No Yes 

MECA Software '96 

Reader Service No. 713 

only quotes 

only 

short on important features. 

4Home Productions '96 

(800)773-5445 

Reader Service No. 714 

‘ ESTIMATED STREET PRICE “REQUIRES APi 

No No Stock Yes No 

1 MSN ACCOUNT 

in terms of interface and 
money-management tools. 


**** Good ***Acceptable **Poor * Unacceptable 
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(THAT'5 IN THE PIPELINE. MEANWHILE, YOU 
WON'T FIND A FAX PROGRAM MORE ADVANCED THAN 
NEW DELRINA WINFAX PRO 7.0 FOR WINDOW} 95.) 


Alas, Delrina developers still haven't 
figured out how to fax into someone’s 
brain after 11 P.M. (when rates are 
lower) without waking him or her up. 

WVA Fortunately, their latest release - 
new Delrina WinFax™ PRO 7.0 - is as 
easy and powerful as one would expect 
from the best-selling, most award¬ 
winning fax software in the world. It 
fully exploits new Windows® 95 s 32-bit 
multi-tasking, multi¬ 
threading talents for true background 
faxing, greater speed and more. But it 
doesn't stop there. WVA With the new 
Talk Works'" telephony option and your 
voice modem, WinFax PRO 7.0 turns 
your computer into an integrated in-box for faxes, e-mail 
and voice mail. It even takes phone messages, distinguishes 

Cirde 182 on reader 


Designed for 

ffl 

Microsoft ' 

Windows‘95 


between fax and voice calls, has 
fax on demand and identifies callers 
before you pick up. VWA And there’s 
more. Built-in compression cuts fax 
transmission time (and phone bills) 
by up to one-third. It now supports 
gray-scale faxing, integrates with 
Microsoft® Exchange, and includes 
OCR, 101 ready-to-use fax cover 
sheets and tools to design your own. 

WflA You can even get WinFax PRO 
as part of new Delrina CommSuite™ 95, the complete, 
affordable, integrated communications software solution 
for Windows 95. lAAft All of which should suffice until 
the new alpha wave faxing program is ready. (Hmm. A 
Perhaps if we partition your brain so that one half JhL 
can receive faxes while the T> TO AyBk 

other remains undisturbed...) JLr 


. For information call us at 1-800-813-8152, visit our Web site at http://www.delrina.com or see your dealer. 










Productivity Report Card 

Quicken and Money 


They can’t print out cold, hard cash. But today’s 
personal-finance packages can do just about 
anything else you’d want from a bank-and you 
don’t even have to wait in long lines. How easy is 
it to put their irnpre ;sive features to work? To 
find out, PC Computing's Usability Labs brought 
in testers at all levels of experience using 
personal-finance packages. They were asked to 
complete a series of everyday financial tasks in 
five key areas with each product. Quicken 
Deluxe and Money were neck and neck as 
our testers’ favorites. 


Setting Up and Updating Records 


| Simply 
| Money 2.0 

Quicken 
Deluxe 5 

Managing Your Money for 1 

Money 2.0 Windows 95 1 


IBBM 

1 


Testers found it easy to set up checking and savings 
accounts in all four products, thanks to step-by-step 
prompts and easy-to-understand instructions. 
However, when it came to everyday tasks such as 
entering new checks and new transaction categories, 
testers found Managing Your Money’s and Simply 
Money's interfaces difficult to understand and their 
navigational clues somewhat awkward. Quicken 
Deluxe and Money were the clear winners overall. 


Reports and Budgeting 


I Simply 
| Money 2.0 

Quicken 
Deluxe 5 

Managing Your Money for 1 

Money 2.0 Windows 95 1 


✓ 

✓ 


Creating a report or a budget is one of the most 
complex activities these programs perform. But all our 
usability testers were able to complete these tasks 
accurately using Quicken Deluxe and Money. 
Although most testers were successful with Managing 
Your Money and Simply Money, Managing Your 
Money was judged only adequate in terms of 
satisfaction, and Simply Money was criticized for its 
confusing terminology. 


Reconciling Statements 


I Simply 

1 Money 2.0 

Quicken 
Deluxe 5 

Managing Your Money for 1 

Money 2.0 Windows 95 1 


✓ 

✓ 


Users completed all the tasks involved in balancing 
and reconciling an account statement with all four 
products, but had some difficulty getting there with 
Managing Your Money and Simply Money. Quicken 
Deluxe achieved a perfect satisfaction score in this 
test. Money was a close second, but was considered 
less interactive-although still easy to understand. 
Users found the procedures in Managing Your Money 
and Simply Money awkward and unintuitive. 


Electronic Bill-Paying 


1 Simply 

Quicken 

Managing Your Money for 

| Money 2.0 

Deluxe 5 

Money 2.0 Windows 95 


I I I ✓ 


Although it’s been available in all of the personal- 
finance managers for years, electronic bill-paying is the 
weakest feature in the all packages we tested. Simply 
Money and Managing Your Money were particularly 
difficult to master in this area; usability testers were able 
to complete only one-third of the bill-paying tasks with 
these programs. They finished two-thirds of the tasks 
with Quicken Deluxe and had better success with 
Money, which had a perfect score for its help system. 


Online Banking 


I Simply 

1 Money 2.0 

Quicken 
Deluxe 5 

Managing Your Money for H 
Money 2.0 Windows 95 1 


V 

✓ 


Since our usability tests were conducted just prior to the 
full launch of online banking, our testers were among the 
first to attempt online banking with Money and Quicken 
Deluxe. (Simply Money and Managing Your Money did 
not offer this feature at press time.] Our testers were able 
to successfully complete nearly all of the standard tasks. 
Slightly more testers completed the task with Money, but 
Quicken Deluxe left users more certain of, and therefore 
more satisfied with, their results. 
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Make Banking Simple 


Money and Quicken Deluxe tied for first 
place when it came to getting the job done in 
all the task categories. Both earned PC 
Computing's Usability Seal of Approval, and 
scored a nine on PC Computing's new 
I Productivity Index. This index takes into 
account user satisfaction, the number of 
I assigned tasks successfully completed, the 
[ effectiveness of each application’s 

documentation and help functions, testers’ 
final preference, and the technology and 
features for each product. 

The biggest surprise of our usability tests was 
the plaudits that Money won for having 
superlative online help at every turn, while 
Quicken Deluxe’s Help placed a disappointing 
third. It’s hard to judge the relevance of this 
shortcoming, since Quicken Deluxe tied with 
Money for first place in successfully completing 
all the designated tasks. And Quicken Deluxe 
usually logged the highest score in tester 
satisfaction with task completion. 

It’s a familiar computing paradox: Money 
i seems friendlier than Quicken Deluxe when you 
first meet it, but Quicken Deluxe is the more 
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navigable product once you get to know it. 

While MECA’s Managing Your Money and 
Kiplinger’s Simply Money didn’t earn the 
Usability Seal for a single category, users liked 
Managing Your Money’s SmartDesk interface, 
and Simply Money’s pop-up Help clues. But 
testers found it too hard to complete most 
tasks with these products, and in the end, no 
one was willing to use them in place of 
Quicken or Money for their own finances. 



# Money for Windows 95: We rate Money a 
superb financial manager that’s tightly 
focused on core money-management 
activities. It offers fewer menu choices, but more 
direction on every screen for financial novices. 
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Quicken Deluxe 5: Quicken Deluxe is the 
Mas most complete personal-finance manager with 
flexible online banking, bill-paying, and 
investment management, as well as the best gateways 
to related financial products, such as Intuit’sTurboTax. 
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PERSONAL FINANCE 


Secret Weapons: Expenses, Retirement Planning, Taxes, and Stocks 


Raise Your Net Worth 


Today’s robust personal-finance applications dabble in nearly every aspect of money 
management and planning. But for buying securities, retirement planning, filing expense 
reports, and filling out income-tax returns, you’ll need specialized tools. The programs 
below are among the best we’ve found. Each provides a helping hand in taming a different 
part of your financial picture. 


QuickXpense for Windows Filling out expense reports 
is chump work: a tedious, time-consuming, fussy affair. 
Unfortunately, it’s also crucial. Portable Software’s Quick¬ 
Xpense takes some of the load off by letting you electroni¬ 
cally download check and credit-card data (from the same 
phone number you use for electronic banking) into the 
appropriate fields of your expense report. 

The more you use QuickXpense, the faster your expense 
reports are completed because it remembers your choices 
and automatically assigns repeated entries or similar 




because Quicken Financial Planner reads the Quicken 
Deluxe information off your hard drive. Personal-finance 
managers commonly include financial calculators for 
retirement, college funds, and other goals. But Quicken 
Financial Planner creates a comprehensive plan that inte¬ 
grates all your long-range goals and suggests the best mix 
of investment and savings instruments to get you there. 
Quicken Financial Planner / Intuit / $40 est. street price / 

(800) 826-7567 / Reader Service No. 716 


expenses to the correct fields and categories. For example, 
it would recognize that the Red Roof Inn is a hotel. 

QuickXpense does your math and offers safeguards to 
keep you from entering the same expense twice, leaving out 
an expense, forgetting to file a report, or forgetting to col¬ 
lect on one. You can send finished reports to your account¬ 
ing department over your company network or print out a 
paper copy that resembles your company’s expense form. 

QuickXpense for Windows 95 and Windows 3.1 x! 

Portable Software / (800) 478-7411 / $70 est. street price / 

Reader Service No. 7/j 


Quicken Financial Planner Hoping to win the lot¬ 
tery? Unfortunately, the odds are slim, so why not hedge 
your bets and develop a good financial road map for the 
rest of your life. 

Intuit’s Quicken Financial Planner walks you through 
the process with a series of simple questions. If you’re a 
Quicken Deluxe user, half of your job is already done 


Reuters Money Network 2.5 Even if you have a finan¬ 
cial plan, you still need a vehicle for wheeling and dealing. 
Reuters Money Network from Reality Online provides 
both an online discount broker and a cornucopia of finan¬ 
cial news, research, and analytical tools so you can make 
smarter buying and selling decisions. Not even Investor 
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Insight in Intuit’s Quicken Deluxe 5 is as comprehensive. 

You can execute trades through the PC Financial Net¬ 
work discount broker, and download current stock, 
bond, and mutual fund research from the likes of Stan¬ 
dard & Poor’s and Morningstar ($7 to $30 per month 
depending on online services and research selected). And 
Reuters personalized news-clipping service, which draws 
information from Dow Jones and other leading online 
publications, can help you stay current. Reuters Money 
Network 2.5 gives you quick access to daily stock quotes 
and to historical pricing charts for comparisons. It’s a lot 
of resources to juggle, and Reuters helps you stay on top 
of it with information filters and market alerts. When all 
is said and done though, you’ll have to regularly invest a 
good deal of time to make it work for you. 

Reuters Money Network 2.5 / Reality Online / (800] 346-2024 / 

$25 est. street price, plus research fees / Reader Service No. 717 


StreetSmart 2.0 If you like the data you get in Reuters 
Money Network, but have your brokerage account at 
Charles Schwab, try StreetSmart 2.0. A customized version 
of Reuters Money Network is built into StreetSmart—as 
are Schwab’s own research resources (monthly fees can 
run up to $30 per month, depending on online services and 
research selected)—and Schwab will give you a 10 percent 
discount for using its online trading service. 



The portfolio manager in StreetSmart has a different 
flavor than the ones in similar finance applications. 
Depending on your tastes, you may even save money 
with StreetSmart research because it also gives you free 
access to an online version of Schwab’s Mutual Fund Per¬ 
formance Guide, a database of historical and current 
information on 900 equity and bond funds whose source 
is also Morningstar. 

StreetSmart’s e-mail system for getting technical sup¬ 
port and product updates also gives you access to mar¬ 
velous financial libraries in which you’ll find everything 
you ever wanted to know about the market and investing, 
but were too embarrassed to ask a broker. 

StreetSmart 2.0 / Charles Schwab / (800] 334-4455 / 

$39 est. street price, plus research fees / Reader Service No. 718 



Monocle 2.0 Manhattan Analytics’ Monocle does just 
one thing—report mutual-fund investment data—but it 
does it extremely well. 

You get no stock or bond information, news, or portfo¬ 
lio management. But when it comes to mutual-fund analy¬ 
sis, Monocle’s tight focus provides a definite edge over 
omnibus products like StreetSmart or Reality Technologies’ 
WealthBuilder. Monocle’s genius is that it conveys a lot of 
information on one or more funds at a glance, using highly 
graphical line charts that make comparisons easy. This 
application is a quick road to wealth. 

Monocle 2.0 / Manhattan Analytics / (800] 251 -3863 / 

$149 est. street price / Reader Service No. 719 


TurboTax Deluxe for 1995 Even if you’re rich, Uncle 
Sam makes sure that accounting for your money takes 
only slightly less time than making it. Doing your own 
taxes is never pleasant, but Intuit’s TurboTax Deluxe 
eases you into the 1040 form with as little shock to your 
nervous system as possible. 

Like Quicken Financial Planner, TurboTax asks you intel¬ 
ligent questions and fills out those inscrutable tax forms and 
schedules for you—not to mention taking care of all that 
arbitrary math the Internal Revenue Service invents anew 
every year. You can get a jump on April 15 by assigning tax 
consequences to transactions in your personal-finance man¬ 
ager during the year. 

TurboTax Deluxe for 1995 / Intuit / (800] 964-1040 / 
under $45 est. street price / Reader Service No. 720 
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PERSONAL FINANCE 


Final Analysis: Banking on the Future 


On the Money 


Microsoft’s Money for Windows 95 and Intuit’s 
Quicken Deluxe 5 finished our usability testing in a 
dead heat. And both scored well above Managing 
Your Money from MECA and Kiplinger’s Simply 
Money from 4Home Productions. 

That isn’t to say that Money and Quicken Deluxe 
are identical. Far from it. Both are well-wrought 
examples of financial-management applications, but 
each program targets a different category of users. 
Microsoft spent years playing catch-up to the feature 
set in Intuit’s Quicken Deluxe. However, Microsoft 
finally got wise, and decided to focus on computing 
novices and financial minimalists, leaving the well- 
entrenched Quicken Deluxe to financial sophisticates. 

Our usability testers liked the way Money packed 
the most-used, personal-finance features into a task- 
oriented interface. Many deemed it easier to navigate 
than Quicken Deluxe—if only because it’s less clut¬ 
tered with portfolio-management features, report¬ 
ing functions, and online services. 

Money’s cause is helped by the fact that online 


banking promises to bring new masses of novices 
into the personal-computing fold. Of course, no one 
offers more online services than Intuit, which chal¬ 
lenges Money with a streamlined Quicken Deluxe. 

Managing Your Money and Simply Money? We 
have to wonder why anyone would willingly choose 
either of these over Quicken Deluxe or Money, 
although some banks will only support these. Man¬ 
aging Your Money, for example, will be the exclusive 
offering from Bank of America and Nations Bank; 
and Simply Money may be your only choice at some 
smaller banks. The truth is you may want to pick 
your bank based on the software it supports. 

The bottom line? If you just want the basics, 
Money does a fine job. If you really like to jiggle your 
piggy bank, nothing compares to Quicken Deluxe. 


Mike Hogan is a frequent contributor to PC 
Computing. Usability Lab testing was performed 
by George Hackman, Lulit Bezuayehu, and 
Lydia Karlowicz. 


DECISION MAKER 


CHOOSE THE RIGHT PERSONAL-FINANCE PRODUCT FOR YOUR NEEDS 


1 Choose the factor that's Choose the next most What else is Mm For your needs, the best 

most important. important factor. important? product to buy is... 




I nvestment Tracking 


Microsoft Money for Windows 95 



Investment Tracking 


Investment Tracking 



• Microsoft Money for Windows 95 



Microsoft Money for Windows 95 
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Windows* 95 puts the power of a server 
on your PC.The new Plug & Play 
Back-UPS® Pro” will keep it there... 


If you’re about to invest in a new 
multi-tasking operating system 
like Windows 95, experts say it 
may be time to invest in APC 
protection. Why? Because bad 
I | power is the largest single cause of 

data loss, and on a multi-tasking system, your 
vulnerability is multiplied. When full protection is as 
affordable as a new mouse, it just doesn’t make 


Protect Your PC. FREE 60-page 
Power Protection Handbook 

What are the myths and musts of PC protection s’ What are the 10 most common 
power protection mistakes? The top tips for adding reliability to your PC? Get 
your FREE copy and find out! 

□ YES! I’m interested in the First UPS designed 

for Windows 95. Please send my FREE "'ill 

handbook and Back-UPS Pro information. Microsoft - 
windows 95 

Name_Title:_ 


Protect against the inevitable power hit with 
new Back-UPS Pro, the one and only UPS designed 
for Windows 95. Automatic Voltage Regulation 
(AVR) provides the edge you need for full protection 
against extended brownouts or overvoltages without 
draining the battery, while CellGuard' intelligent 
battery management extends battery life with fast 
recharge and deep discharge protection. The units 
even include built-in lOBase-T network cable/phone 
line surge protection for a bulletproof response to 
anything Mother Nature or Murphy’s Law may send 
"on. Plus they’re even backed by an up 
rantee against surge damage to your 
details). 

'ou can’t make a bad choice when 
company that protects more PC’s 
JPS vendors combined: APC. 

of runtime on a typical 486 , 

5 280PNP. For Pentiums or more 
se the BUPro 420PNP or 6S0PNP. 
e demo Disk, 60-page catalog, or 
erPage “ at http://www.apcc.com 


Company:_ 

Street:_ 

City:_ 

Phone:_ 


Brands of UPS usedi_ 


# servers/PCs to be protected?. 


:an power conversion 

)-800-4APC 

Dept E7 

97 fax / 800-347-FAXX PowerFax 
nds Rd., W. Kingston RI02892 USA 






























PERSONAL FINANCE 


Final Analysis: Banking on the Future 


On the Money 


Microsoft’s Money for Windows 95 and Intuit’s 
Quicken Deluxe 5 finished our usability testing in a 
dead heat. And both scored well above Managing 
Your Money from MECA and Kiplinger’s Simply 
Money from 4Home Productions. 

That isn’t to say that Money and Quicken Deluxe 
are identical. Far from it. Both are well-wrought 
examples of financial-management applications, but 
each program targets a different category of users. 
Microsoft spent years playing catch-up to the feature 
set in Intuit’s Quicken Deluxe. However, Microsoft 
finally got wise, and decided to focus on computing 
novices and financial minimalists, leaving the well- 
entrenched Quicken Deluxe to financial sophisticates. 

Our usability testers liked the way Money packed 
the most-used, personal-finance features into a task- 
oriented interface. Many deemed it easier to navigate 
than Quicken Deluxe—if only because it’s less clut¬ 
tered with portfolio-management features, report¬ 
ing functions, and online services. 

Money’s cause is helped by the fact that online 


banking promises to bring new masses of novices 
into the personal-computing fold. Of course, no one 
offers more online services than Intuit, which chal¬ 
lenges Money with a streamlined Quicken Deluxe. 

Managing Your Money and Simply Money? We 
have to wonder why anyone would willingly choose 
either of these over Quicken Deluxe or Money, 
although some banks will only support these. Man¬ 
aging Your Money, for example, will be the exclusive 
offering from Bank of America and Nations Bank; 
and Simply Money may be your only choice at some 
smaller banks. The truth is you may want to pick 
your bank based on the software it supports. 

The bottom line? If you just want the basics, 
Money does a fine job. If you really like to jiggle your 
piggy bank, nothing compares to Quicken Deluxe. 


Mike Hogan is a frequent contributor to PC 
Computing. Usability Lab testing was performed 
by George Hackman, Lulit Bezuayehu, and 
Lydia Karlowicz. 


DECISION MAKER 


CHOOSE THE RIGHT PERSONAL-FINANCE PRODUCT FOR YOUR NEEDS 


1 Choose the factor that’s Choose the next most 

most important. important factor. 



Online 

Banking 



Reporting 
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Windows 8 95 puts the power of a server 
on your PC.The new Plug & Play 
Back-UPS* Pro” will keep it there... 



Protect against the inevitable power hit with 
new Back-UPS Pro, the one and only UPS designed 
for Windows 95. Automatic Voltage Regulation 
(AVR) provides the edge you need for full protection 
against extended brownouts or overvoltages without 
draining the battery, while CellGuard" intelligent 
battery management extends battery life with fast 
recharge and deep discharge protection. The units 
even include built-in lOBase-T network cable/phone 
line surge protection for a bulletproof response to 
anything Mother Nature or Murphy’s'Law may send 
in your direction. Plus they’re even backed by an up 
to $25,000 guarantee against surge damage to your 
equipment (see details). 

All in all, you can’t make a bad choice when 
you choose the company that protects more PC’s 
than all other UPS vendors combined: APC. 


I I If you’re about to invest in a new 

B ^ 1 ^ * multi-tasking operating system 
like Windows 95, experts say it 
may be time to invest in APC 
protection. Why? Because bad 
* I power is the largest single cause of 
data loss, and on a multi-tasking system, your 
vulnerability is multiplied. When full protection is as 
affordable as a new mouse, it just doesn’t make 
to leave your premium machine unprotected. 


“+* + +...Should be standard 
EQUIPMENT ON EVERY DESKTOP... EFFECTIVE, 
AFFORDABLE, DESIGNED TO LAST..." 

PC Computing 


. from APC." PC World 

cnra 


For 6 minutes of runtime on a typical 486, 
choose BU Pro 280PNP. For Pentiums or more 
runtime, choose the BU Pro 420PNP or 6S0PNP. 
Call for a Free demo Disk, 60-page catalog, or 
visit our PowerPage ' at http://www.apcc.com 


SurgeArrest™ & 
Protectnet™ 

AC and dataline surge 
suppressors. 


Back-ups® & 
Back-ups® pro 

UPS for PC and 
advanced workstations 


Smart-UPS® & 
Smart-UPS® V/S 

Manageable UPS for 


Matrix-UPS™ & 
Accessories 

Modular UPS for client! 




AMERICAN POWER CONVERSION 

800-800-4APC 

Dept E7 

401-788-2797 fax / 800-347-FAXX PowerFax' 
132 Fairgrounds Rd„ W. Kingston R1 02892 USA 
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It’s your business. 

Who would you trust to back you up? 



Nowdays, businesses of all sizes, everywhere, 
rely on the same precious commodity. Information. 

Customer records, inventory, tax information, 
are the lifeblood of your business. And, while 
most data is safe, a computer virus, human error 
or other catastrophic event, and your data could 
vanish into thin air. 

That’s why it’s so essential to back up. 

The easiest and most reliable way to 
protect your data comes from the company 
that everyone trusts. Hewlett-Packard, the 
wMMiife world leader in tape backup. The affordable 


HP Colorado T1000 stores up to 800 MB' using new 
TRAVAN" technology. It includes true Windows" 95 
software. One button backup and unattended oper¬ 
ation make it a snap. 

Other Hewlett Packard tape drives range from 
350 MB* up to 24 GB\ So whether you’re backing up 
your PC or your network, HP has a solution for all 
of your storage and backup needs. 

Now there’s no excuse to leave your data un¬ 
protected. Your business depends on it, and you can 
depend on Hewlett-Packard. Visit your dealer, or call 
1-800-826-4111 ext. 1296 for more information. 


Circle 178 on reader service card. 



HP Colorado TIOOOe 
Tape Drive. 

• Affordable 
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A visual guide to 
the hottest new 
portable storage 


To Go 


BY ADAM MEYERSON AND SCOTT NAYLOR 
ILLUSTRATED BY TIMOTHY EDWARD DOWNS 


T ake your hard disk home with you. Put it in the mail. Lock 
it up. Back it up. Even carry it with you wherever you go. 
A new generation of removable storage devices liberates 
your data from the desktop—letting you put as much as 4.6GB of 
data in your pocket. Whats more, for just pennies per megabyte, 
these drives offer unlimited storage: When you fill up one disk, 
just pop in a new one. You can even create an entire library of 
instantly accessible data. 

Removable-drive options abound and media capacities vary. At 
4.6GB, Pinnacle Micro’s Apex drive offers top capacity, while 
SyQuest’s EZ135 Drive is a low-cost 135MB option. Iomega presents 
two choices: the 100MB Zip drive and the new 1GB Jaz drive. 
Panasonic’s 650MB PD/CD-ROM drive doubles as a CD-ROM 
drive. The technologies behind all these drives differ, and each has 
distinct benefits and drawbacks. Our visual guide explains how they 
work and which is best for your storage needs. 















How It Works: Removable Drives 



Writing Data: The media^^^ 
disk, rotating at 3,000 rpm, I 
creates a cushion of air. To write 
data, the magnetic head emits a 
(Charge that changes the polarity 
of a spot on the magnetic media. 


Iomega Zip Drive 

The Zip drive is like an oversize floppy. It uses a 
hybrid of two technologies-standard 
hard-drive heads and the magnetic 
media used in floppy disks. Its 
advantages are portability 
and low cost. 


Interface: The Zip drive 
connects to your computer 
through a parallel port or 
SCSI controller. 


• Cost: $199 est. street price; $20 per 100MB 
cartridge; $10 per 25MB cartridge 

• Capacity: 100MB 

• Maximum Sustained Speed: 1.4MB 
per second 

• Average Seek Time: 29ms 

• Estimated Media Life: 10 years 


Media: When you insert a cartridge, the 
protective door slides open, exposing 
the media and engaging the motor. 


g, Reading Data: When 
*%», the magnetic head 
"%> passes under the 
li disk, it detects 
If changes in the 
if polarity of the 
magnetic coating 
<#* created during the 
write process. 



Verdict: The Zip drive is ideal for archiving, 
transporting, and sharing data. But its 100MB 
cartridge is not suitable for large backups. The 
media cost is 20 cents per megabyte. 
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| Now's the time to pack multimedia 
[ power with you when you're on the move. 

Because it's never been more affordable. 

Twin head's Slim note 8 Series delivers 
I price-performance no other notebook can 
I equal. Ask experts like PC Computing and 
t New Media and they'll tell you Slimnotes 
[ are packed with all the features you need. 
[ They're equipped with quad speed CD-ROM 
I drives, PCI graphic capabilities and a 
[ long-lasting lithium battery. Open 
| preloaded Windows '95 and you'll view a 
I color rich screen. You'll hear your audio in 
| 16-bit stereo sound. 

I Slimnote 8 offers a level of performance 
I and value that can only be delivered 
[ by a true manufacturer. All of our Slim- 
[ notes are backed with our exclusive 
[ ExpressCare program, providing you with 
[ 48-hour service and toll-free support! 


1537 Centre Pointe Drive 
Milpitas, CA 95035 , 

Tel: 408.945.0808 \ 

Fax: 408.945.1080 \/W»> 
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The success of AutoCAD has inspired 
dozens of cheap imitations. 


Unlike those “bargain” packages, AutoCAD® LT Release 2 
is based on AutoCAD, the world standard, so it gives you 
features the others can’t. In fact, its features and their 
ease of use have made AutoCAD LT the best selling 2D 
CAD package in the world. And now with Release 2, 
AutoCAD LT is even easier to use and learn, with 
tool-tips and on-line help at every level. If you’re new 
to CAD from 
pencil-based 

drafting, Orientation can guide you 
step by step through the transition. To 
get you started quickly, AutoCAD LT 
automates the drawing setup process, 
defining drawing space and title 
blocks in one easy step. For occa¬ 
sional help with specific tasks, cue 
cards give you the on-screen answers 


you need without interrupting your work. And here’s I 
something else the others can’t match. AutoCAD LT I 
Release 2 reads and writes data just like AutoCAD soft-1 
ware, so your work will be compatible with over a million I 
AutoCAD users world-wide. Add to this free 90-day prod-1 
uct support and available pre-drawn symbols packages* 
for architectural, mechanical and electrical applications 1 
and you canl 
see why you! 
should beware of cheap imitations. So* 
visit your local retailer or authorized! 
AutoCAD dealer today to buy yourB 
copy of AutoCAD LT. Or for a free* 
demo disk, call 1-800-228-3601° and askl 
for Demopak A217. 

I! Autodesk 


And one inexpensive one. 

M 

AutoCADo 



♦Outside the U.S. and Canada fax 1-4L5-507-6142. **For Generic CADD users who purchased after 9-1-94 the transfer cost is $299. All prices are s 

















STORAGE 



the protective cover, exposing the 
media and starting the motor. 


Verdict: The EZ135 Drive is an economical way to 
archive, share, or transport small amounts of data. 
Although it’s faster than the Zip, it’s more difficult to 
install and use. The media cost is 15 cents per megabyte. 


I How It Works: Removable Drives 


SyQuest EZ135 Drive 

The EZ135 Drive is based on reliable 
hard-drive head and media technology. 

SyQuest drives have become the de facto 
standard for prepress shops and graphics 
service bureaus. Unfortunately, 
however, the new EZ135 Drive 
doesn’t accept older SyQuest 
cartridges. 


• Cost: $199 est. street price; $20 per 135MB 
cartridge 

• Capacity: 135MB 

• Maximum Sustained Speed: 1.24MB 
per second 

• Average Seek Time: 13.5ms 

• Estimated Media Life: 10 years 


Interface: The EZ135 
Drive attaches through 
either an IDE or SCSI 
controller. CA parallel- 
port model is in the 
works.] 











How It Works: Removable Drives 



Interface: The Jaz drive 
attaches to your 
computerviaaSCSI 
controller. (An IDE 
model is planned.] 


Writing Data: One of four thin-film ^ 
recording heads reverses the polarity of 
the magnetic coating on either side of the 
two aluminum-based hard-drive platters. 


Reading Data: Each of 
the four heads passes 
over the respective 
disk surfaces to locate 
and detect polarity 
changes created on the 
magnetic coating during A 
the write process. M 


ioooooo®' 


Iomega Jaz Drive 

The Jaz drive packs 1GB of data onto a 3.5-inch 
cartridge using two double-sided platters and 
four read-write heads. Its average 
seek time and maximum 
sustained speed are the 
fastest among the drives 
reviewed here. 

Jaz / Iomega Corp. / 


• Cost: $599 est. street price; $99 per 1GB 
cartridge; $69 per 540MB cartridge 

• Capacity: 1GB 

• Maximum Sustained Speed: 6.73MB 
per second 

• Average Seek Time: 12ms 

• Estimated Media Life: 10 years 


Media: When you insert a cartridge, the 
protective door opens, exposing two 
drive platters and releasing the brake. 



for backing up an entire hard disk-and then some. It’s 
fast enough to use as a primary drive as well. Cartridges 
are a bargain at just 10 cents per megabyte. 
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Get in gear with Seagate's Medalist family. 

Increasing storage requirements driven by upgrades 
in operating systems, applications software and 
larger data files place mountainous demands 
) on your hard drive's capacity. To make 
sure your PC has what it takes to handle 
the long road ahead, upgrade to a high capacity, 
fast Seagate Medalist disc drive today. 

Medalist disc drives are multimedia ready, and 
are fully compatible with your PC, Windows 95 and 
Windows NT. And whether you choose to upgrade 


with Seagate's 
Fast ATA-2 or Fast 
SCSI-2 interface, a 

Medalist drive can significantly increase your 
Desig ned for system's performance at a fraction of 
"Oj cost of a new PC. 

1U Call 408-438-8111 and ask for a copy 
Microsoft * of our SeaLAB Report that details how 
Windows®95 upgrading to a Seagate drive can bring 
your PC to peak performance. Or test drive our 
Website at http://www.seagate.com. 

Seagate 
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rather have a workstation for CAD, anima- I 
tion, or graphics design? Just add a graphics! 
crunching 64-or 128-bit PQ video adapter 
to one of this system's bus-mastering PCI I 
slots. It's like having the power and reliabihtyj 
of one of our award-winning servers sitting I 
right on your desktop 

It's the power you've been waiting fori 
So why wait any longer? For more infor- 1 
mation, please call: 

1-800-444-4ALR (* 5204 , 

ALR 

Advanced Logic Research, Inc. I 


without a 
paddle? 


Sure, one paddle will get you down the river. But two 
paddles work a heck of a lot better. The same applies to 
Pentium’' Pro chips. So that’s why we’ve developed the 
ALR EVOLUTION DUAL6, the first aggressively priced 
PC to offer an easy upgrade path to dual Pentium Pro tech¬ 
nology. From networking to graphics design, from 
Windows? NT to NovelP NetWare™ 4.1 SMP, this is the 
computer you ’ve been waiting for. 


The new dual processing 
ALR EVOLUTION DUAL6 
with Pentium!® Pro 150’s 


Here’s two. 


ALR EVOLUTION DUAL6 Model 1-16 
> One 150-MHz Pentium Pro Processor 
with integrated 256-KB L2 cache 
16-MB (ECC) RAM 


- 1-1 

• 64-bit PCI video with 2-MB VRAM 

• 4X CD-ROM Drive 


When you need more power, our unique 
DSMP (Dual Symmetrical Multi Processor) 
design makes upgrading to dual processing 
as simple as plugging in a second Pentium 
Pro chip. MP Spec 1.4 compliance guarantees 
compatibility with Wmdows NT, NetWare 
4.1 SMP, and multiprocessing versions of 
most other popular operating systems. 

Looking for an application server for a 
large department or small company? The 


$ 4880 “ 


EVOLUTION DUAL 6 has room for over 
15-GB of storage within its six drive bays, 
up to 512-MB of ECC (Error Checking and 
Correcting) memory, and a combination of 
seven available expansion slots (four 
PQ/four ISA, one shared). Would you 


Starting at 

$3495 
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STORAGE 


How It Works: Removable Drives 


Panasonic PD/CD-ROM 


• Cost: $649 est. street price; 

$50 per 650MB cartridge 

• Capacity: 650MB 

• Maximum Sustained Speed: 

870K per second 

• Average Seek Time: 165ms 


i 



Writing Data: A laser diode 
the micro-optical head is focused 
medium power through a holographic lensT 
This process heats the reflective media and 
creates nonreflective spots. 


Reading Data: The laser is focused at low 
power to detect refii&ye and nonreflective 
areas. To erase dUk the laser beam is 
focused at high power to return the media to 
its reflective state. 


next-generation rewritable-optical drives. 
It combines the mechanical components 
of a quad-speed CD-ROM drive with 
new phase-change rewritable 
technology. The unfortunate 
trade-off with this useful 
combination is extremely 
slow performance. Expected 
media life, however, is an 
impressive 30 years. 

Panasonic PD/CD-ROM / Matsushita Corp. 

C800) 742-8086 / Reader Service No. 74/ 


Interface: The 

PD/CD-ROM requires a 
standard SCSI adapter. 
There are no parallel- 
port or IDE options. 


Media: The cartridge 
resembles a CD caddie 
and is inserted on top of a 
retractable CD tray. 


• Estimated Media Life: 30 years 


The PD/CD-ROM is the first of the 



term backups of up to 650M B. Its performance is far 
too slow for more frequent use. With an average media 
cost of 8 cents per megabyte, it’s economical. 


C COMPUTING 
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How It Works: Removable Drives 



of the 
media created 
during the write process. 


Pinnacle Micro Apex 


• Cost: $1,495 est. street price; $175 per 
4.6GB cartridge 

• Capacity: 4.6GB 

• Maximum Sustained Speed: 
4.5MB per second 

• Average Seek Time: 17ms 

• Estimated Media Life: 30 years 


The Apex drive represents significant advances 
in magneto-optical recording technology, and 
combines great performance with 
massive 4.6GB capacity. It’s the 
largest capacity removable drive 
available; its cartridges have an 
expected life of 30 years. 

Apex / Pinnacle Micro / C800)553-7070 / 

Reader Service No. 746 


Interface: The Apex 
attaches through a SCSI 
controller. No parallel- 
port or IDE options are 
offered. 


Media: As the 5.25-inch cartridge is 
inserted, the protective door retracts 
and exposes the optical disk. 



Verdict: Its 4-cent-per-megabyte media cost and 
huge capacity make the Apex attractive as a 
secondary-storage or archive device for servers. 
While the cartridges are portable, the drive is not. 
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If this doesn’t bring you to 


Warning: 

Seat Belts Recommended. 


the edge of your seat, noth 
will. It’s ViewSonids 17EA 
1 7" (16" viewable) multi- 
media monitor with sharp, 
crisp images and built-in 



stereo speakers that put 
you right in the middle 
of the action. 



Here’s how our engineers 
describe it: up to 1,280x 
1,024 resolution, a 0.28 mm 


dot pitch and maximum 
refresh rate of 120 Hz. 

Here’s how our customers 
describe it: “wow-eeee.” 

Talk about a great picture. 
It’s got flicker-free viewing, 
precisely focused screen 
image, sharp vivid cobrs 
and stunning audio clarity. 

Vle’ve worked hard to 

make everything easy. 

OnView™ lets you make 
adjustments right on the 
screen, no guesswork. Our 
exclusive ViewMatch 9 color 
control allows you to make 
precise color adjustments. 
There’s also ‘Ptu£ & tPfaylr* 
connectivity to support 
Windows 9 95 and both PC 
and MAC ® compatibility. 
But seeing and hearing 
is believing. So call 
(800) 888-8583 (Dept. 484) 
for a dealer near you. 



ViewSonic 
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STORAGE 


Final Analysis: Removable Drive Options 


Unlimited Storage 


Using removable storage can be liberating. But before 
you rush out to buy one of these drives, carefully 
consider how you intend to use it. As a backup solu¬ 
tion, the media should be large enough to accommo¬ 
date your data, perhaps as large as your hard disk. If 
you’ll be using the drive as a replacement for your 
hard disk, you’ll need to balance high capacity with 
quick access times. For archiving or transferring small 
amounts of data, small-capacity drives are best. And 
if you plan to distribute or share data with others, 
compatibility should be your top concern. 

The inexpensive, lOOMB-capacity Zip drive is easy 
to install—working off the parallel port—and incred¬ 
ibly portable, making it the perfect, hassle-free means 
of archiving data. The Zip is also great for transporting 
files that won’t fit on a floppy. SyQuest’s 135MB 
EZ135 Drive is faster than the Zip, but falls short in 
ease of use. Prices for the two drives are identical. 

Iomega’s Jaz drive is the fastest we reviewed. Its 1GB 
capacity makes it a suitable hard-drive replacement or 
backup device. The Panasonic PD/CD-ROM, a 


proprietary combination of magneto-optical technol¬ 
ogy and a quad-speed CD-ROM drive, is an engineer¬ 
ing marvel that’s ahead of its time. At $649, it’s two 
drives for the price of one—but you’ll make significant 
sacrifices in speed and performance. If megacapacity is 
what you need. Pinnacle Micro’s Apex drive is an ideal 
choice. It’s fast, durable, and—at $175 for each 4.6GB 
cartridge—a windfall if you’re overflowing with data. 

Whichever solution you choose, the benefits of 
using removable storage are many. It lets you take 
seldom-used files off your crowded hard disk, or cre¬ 
ate a library. When you need to run a program or 
access stored data, just pop in the appropriate disk. 
Unlike less practical tape backup devices, removable 
drives give you instant access to your data. And the 
more data you store, the less expensive the cost per 
megabyte. Security and media portability are also big 
advantages. You can drop your cartridges into your 
briefcase or lock them in the office safe, protected 
from fire and prying eyes. Best of all, your data will 
never outgrow your storage capacity again. 


DECISION MAKER 


CHOOSE THE RIGHT REMOVABLE DRIVE FOR YOUR BUSINESS 


1 Choose the factor that’s Choose the next most What else is Mm For your needs, the best 

most important. important factor. ^•important? product to buy is.. 





> Pinnacle Micro Apex 
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The Next Generation Sound Blaster 
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We’ll show you how to make 
even the ugliest jobs look great. 


Computer graphics and publishing can 
get pretty ugly. What you want and what 
you get are, many times, two completely 
different things. That’s where Seybold 
Seminars Boston comes in. 

As the industry’s leading graphic arts 
and publishing event, we bring together 
hundreds of top vendors along with the 
latest tools and technologies. 

Our goal? To give you an all-in-one 
source for graphics and business solutions. 


At Seybold Seminars Boston you’ll 
see exciting innovations in graphics and 
publishing technologies, software, online 
publishing, multimedia, color output, 
digital photography, prepress and more. 

Plus we offer the most comprehensive 
graphic communications education on the 
east coast. In just hours you can learn how 
to put the latest products to work for you 
via conference sessions, full-day seminars 
and technology-intensive courses. 


If you work in graphics or publishing, 
Seybold Seminars Boston has everything 
you need to make your work look great- 
no matter what that means to you. So call 
us today at 800-488-2883 for your FREE 
expo pass (save $50) or for details on our 
educational programs. Or, access our Web 
site at http://www.sbexpos.com. 

Seybold 


Conf: February 27-March 1 * Expo: February 28-March 1 • The Hynes Center * Boston 









recomputing savings voucher 


SAVE 68% OFF THE COVER PRICE 

Get PC/Computing for as little as $1-25 
per issue -- and save up to 68% off the 
cover price. Plus, get the MULTIMEDIA 
MEGAPAC CD-ROM -- loaded with super 
utilities, screen savers, shareware, and 
more! FREE with your paid subscription! 


ie_ 

Please Print 


4SEK3 



State_ 

Zip 



□ 1 year (12 issues) $16.97 — SAVE 64% 

□ 2 years (24 issues) $29.97 — SAVE 68% 

□ Payment enclosed. □ Bill me later. 

newsstand price $47.40. Canadian and foreign add StS -OO per year U S. funds only 
an.GST included. Please allow; up to 30 days 


Canadian GST included. Please allc 
Windows® 3.1, running on a 386 or 
shipped upon payment. 


FREE software will be 


IMPORTANT: Return this 
voucher to start your sub¬ 
scription and receive a 
FREE BONUS! 


ANNUAL 

COVER $47.40 

PRICE l___- 


MULTIMEDIA 


MEGAPAC 


CD-ROM 




















































BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 66 BOULDER, CO 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 

nttompuiing 

PO Box 50253 
Boulder, CO 80321 -0253 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES 



































































New From Frontier Technologies 

QberJunction 


Where NetWare meefs fhe Inferneh 


CqberJuncMon includes Ihe 
follouiing applicalions: -<••••• 

o CyberJunction 
client/server 

o Internet browser 
a Email 
o Newsreader 
® FTP client 
® tn3270, VT320, VT100 
ci uuencode/uudecode 
® Print client 
u Remote Utilities 
o Whols 
© Network Time 
o Finger 



►CljberJuncIion is Frontier Technologies' solution for the NetWare work group 
that uiants access to the loternet-uiithout installing TCP/IP on everg desktop. 
Simplg access the net and remote databases through an NT-based 
IPX-IP gateinag. Vou get great performance, securitg and. best of all. 
Frontier's amard-mlnning SuperTCP applications. 


Call NoiAJl 1-800-929-3054 

info@frontiertech.com www.frontiertech.com Fax: (414)241-7084 


Frontier 

Technologies 7 

Corporation 
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It’s all here! 
PC Computing's 
exclusive Windows 95 
software guide to 
essential—and 
entertaining—home and 
office applications. 


Windows 95 

BUYERS’ GUIDE 

In this issue: 

• Pacific Gold Coast Turbo Browser for Windows 95 

• Fractal Design Dabbler 2.0 • Quarterdeck CleanSweep 95 

• Apte Internet Coach 1.0 • B-Plan Business Planner 2.0 

• Fitnesoft Life Form • Multicom Home Improvement 1-2-3 

• DocuMagix PaperMaster 2.0 • FTP Software Keyview 4.2 

• DeltaPoint Drag n Draw 1.1 

^ Go buy it! Q Good, but limited. | Stop! Buyer, beware. 
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Mike Salisbury 




on 


PageMaker 6.0. 


k on a Sunday afternoon and you're finally crossing the last item off 
snd's "to-do" list. Time to get physical, but the gym or a swim won't 
et outside for a walk—not a stroll around the block, or a neon and 
lower push. It's time for rugged walking. 

Ik tough 


j servant trend-watcher knows that outdoor activity is booming, 
e boomingest activities is the pedestrian style. But what’s only 
g noticed is that a majority of the millions of Americans now 
ictive outdoor lifestyles aren't "doing" anything out there. They're 
they're getting fit and enjoying the great outdoors, 
in the fitness boom and the outdoor recreation craze, / 1 

, slipped the notice of most media," says Robert Hoffman, a , 

s on trail and river protection projects. 

leople don't want to climb Kilamanjaro or strap walking weights to 
but they want to be outdoors after spending the better part of their 
ek stuck in an office or other indoor setting," says Hoffman. "A 
rugged walk in the outdoors 

in a «ay that counting taps on a track or 
steps on a treadmill just can't compare.” 

> What's more, rugged walking, by definition, remakes the 
specter of competition that typifies most newer 
/ £ forms of outdoor activity For Instance, 

•r W m?, rock climbing and mountain bicycling, 

' two of the hottest recent 

entries into the outdoor arena, are 
about accomplishing bigger and 
bigger ch.illengas — a smoother rock face, a 
r ride. No knock against thi-.< adventurous sports, but for them it's 
cnt that drives the activity For (he rugged walker, the 
one in die same. Challenging terrain is embraced and enjoyed, 

> requirement. 

ly, is rugged walking, and what's making it so popular? Two words 


ladegiarks of Adobe System 



Mike Salisbury uses Adobe™ PageMaker™ to create 
designs so powerful they’ve become part of our collective 
consciousness. Layouts for Rolling Stone magazine, 
posters for Jurassic Park and Aliens, and Michael Jackson 
album covers bear his imprint. Now there’s a radically 
new Adobe PageMaker 6.0 upgrade. “The interface is so 
natural, it never interferes with my ideas”, says Salisbury, 
“and this new version is really over 
the top. I’m getting dead-on color 
from start to finish because it’s 
locked into Kodak’s Precision Color 
Management System.” Hot new 
features include multiple master 
pages to streamline the creation 
of different page designs in a 
single publication; grouping and 

R 

ungrouping to combine elements into a single ’ 
movable, editable unit; integrated automatic trapping 
for color publications; and full compatibility with 
Adobe Acrobat™ and HTML so any document can be 
sent anywhere electronically. Adobe PageMaker 6.0 is 
here, so even if you’re not creating professional design, 
this is the tool to give you professional looking results. 
Call 1-800-521-1976, Ext. L6872 for more information 
or visit our web site at http://www.adobe.com/. 

If you can dream it, you can do it.™ 


Macintosh® 
Windows® 95. 


W 


Adobe 

Circle 109 on reader service card. 














Rapid Application Development 
with Borland development tools. 


Be productive in Windows and 
Windows 95 today! 

No matter which Borland tool yon 
choose, the Windows 3.1 applicatioi 
you write today will run unchange i 
under Windows 95. And with Window! 
95-hosted versions coming soon, yo« 
won’t have to learn multiple tools to ba 
productive in both environments. 

Chart your own course with 
superior tools for Windows 95, 

NT, 3.1, and DOS. 

Every product in our line is designed tq 
make programming easier. You cai 
choose the tool best suited for your job, 
and make the transition to Windows 9| 
when it’s right for you. Only Borland! 

■ high-performance, high-productivity 
tools combine power, innovation, am 
ease of use in an open developmen 
environment that puts you in control. I 



























There’s 
only one 


way to go. 


If you want award j t 

winning engineering XjH'gl 
and Pentium 

technology for _ 

under $1000, there’s pentiurn 
only one way to go. 


The ALR Optima SL. 



The ALR Optima SL. This 
amazing system delivers 75-MHz 
Pentium® processor power and 
the latest PCI technology for as 
little as $995. 

And we’re not talking about 
some factory close-out or no-name 
done. Packed with PCI Plug ‘N’ 


PCI graphics, this system has the 
power you need to kick all your 
favorite applications into high gear, 
induding tire very latest from 
Microsoft® - Windows® 95. 


Its the type of performance that 
you’d expect from ALR, two-time 
winner of PC/Ccmputmg. Most 
Valuable Product award. 

The energy effiaent ALR 
OPTIMA SL is available with, 
either a 75-, 90-, or 100-MHz 
Pentium processor. Choose one of 
our folly-configured bundled mod¬ 
els, and you will be up and running 
in minutes. 

And with the ALR OPTIMA 
SLs industry leading 5 year/36 
month warranty with the first year 
of on-site service for free* you can 
count on this system for years of 
reliable performance. 

The signs are dear. For afford¬ 
able Pentium technology, there’s j 
only one way to go. The ALR way. 
To get started, call; 


1-800-444-4ALR <>“»« 


m 


ALR 


Advanced Logic Research, Inc. 


Circle 131 on reader service card. 




















Double 

YOUR MEMORY. 



Your computer won't do much at once. So you install more RAM. And what 
happens? You end up with a really expensive computer that won't do much 
at once. That's because physical memory does nothing to eliminate Windows® memory 
bottlenecks. Connectix RAM Doubler™ software fixes that by increasing system 
resource space, reclaiming unused memory and compressing existing memory. It 
installs in 15 seconds and works automatically every time you start Windows. So 
now with RAM Doubler you get to run more applications at once and turn that costly 
paperweight sitting onyour desk into the powerful computer it was meant to be. 


Not your really expensive 
useless hardware collection. 


K. \ l'( im| u i |t|>rd w ill) ., INI,. I •' • (I, IVul ill III III ( • (1111 \ ; 111 • 111 pro* cssor. 


il, Windows for Workgroups .1.1 or 


• 5.11. nmninq in isi. enhanced inode • l MH HAM required. S MH HAM recoin mended • © IDT. Conneclix ( orporni: 

San Mateo. ( A 94403 USA* 800 9 50 5 •••<>. ir, ,;i ;inu. I \.\ 11 . '.;i i (M ml... m.-. I-W: :;m» ,;i , \\. I. sii.- ; imp « u u . 


Circle 195 on reader service card. 























Ib scaAS, copies, hypes,-Piles 
■Payees ... 4 ad does color. 
It'S So e^sa, 1 

t 


Samantha Kostecki 

Small Business Owner/Realtor 


Whether you manage a small office, home office, or work in a corporate office, the Logitech PageScan Color 
full page scanner is powerful and easy-to-use, offering personal document management, color, and flatbed 
versatility. For FaxBack information call: 1-800-245-0000, Document 4046. 
compatible Or phone 1-800-936-0083 for more information. 


Products 
people love 











WINDOWS 95 


Pacific Gold Coast and Fractal Design More reviews onpage208 


FILE-MANAGEMENT UTILITY 


Turbo Browser 


B When you upgraded to Windows 95, you probably 
found Explorer to be long on promise but short on 
delivery. Thank goodness for Turbo Browser, which 
offers essential features that Explorer missed, such as a 
file-preview window, batch processing, full-text searches, and 
compressed-file support. If you regularly move, back up, or 
sort lots of files, you need the power of Turbo Browser. 

Turbo Browser gives you Explorer’s familiar two-pane 
interface for navigating folders, and moving, copying, and 
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GRAPHICS SOFTWARE 

Dabbler 2.0 

B lf you’ve ever held a crayon, you have all the training 
you need to master Fractal Design’s Dabbler 2.0. Fash¬ 
ioned after the company’s professional paint program, 
Fractal Design Painter, Dabbler lets aspiring artists 
and digital dilettantes experiment with chalk, charcoals, paper 
textures, and other natural media to learn how to draw. 

Brushes, pencils, crayons, and other familiar drawing 
tools are stored in drawers that open and close with an audi¬ 
ble snap. Special effects and tools don’t have unfamiliar labels 


L PC COMPUTING 

_ 



renaming files. The differ¬ 
ence? When you click on a 
file, you see it instantly in 
Turbo Browser’s preview 
window. Just click on the 
Autoview button to see 
every file in a directory, one 
after another, in slide-show 
fashion. Turbo Browser’s 
viewers support most com¬ 
mon file formats. 

Search for files by name, 
size, date, or attributes. A 
simple full-text search 
option lets you scan your hard disk for all files containing a 
word or text string. Also, Turbo Browser’s sophisticated 
queues let you collect files and later compress them, back 
them up, or move them all at once to a different location. 

All of this power comes at a price—Turbo Browser’s 
complex interface can be confusing. This isn’t a tool for 
beginners. But if you know your way around a directory 
tree and you’re sick of Explorer’s limitations, Turbo 
Browser will cure what ails you. DYLAN TWENEY 


Turbo Browser 
for Windows 95 

Pros: Includes file- 
management essentials 
missing in Explorer. 

Cons: Complicated, 
cluttered interface. 

Verdict: Windows 95 
file management for 
power users. 

$50 est. street price 
Pacific Gold Coast Corp. 

[80® 732-3002, [516] 759-3011 
Reader Service No. 7/0 


Dabbler 2.0 

Pros: Makes doodles look 
like masterpieces—even if 
you lack artistic talent. 

Cons: A16-or 24-bit color 
graphics card is required to 
display images. 

Verdict: A simple, seductive 
natural-media painting and 
drawing program. 


like Emboss or Airbrush— 
beautifully drawn icons 
illustrate what a button 
does before you select it. 

Tools also behave in 
Dabbler just as they do on 
real paper. Drag the chalk 
tool across rough-textured 
paper, and it leaves behind 
powdery sketch marks; 
colors from crayons and 
pens get darker as you 
apply more layers. You’ll 
even hear the familiar 

sound effects of drawing on paper: the faint whisper of 
brush bristles, the light rasp of charcoal on the page. 

Want to turn your doodles into a magnum opus? Dabbler 
also teaches you how to draw. The program ships on CD 
with animated how-to-draw tutorials, stencils, and stock 
photos. You can also create flip-book animations, or turn 
scanned photos into chalk or oil paintings with image effects. 

Want to get in touch with your creative side? Learn to 
draw with Dabbler. wendy taylor 


$49 est. street price 
Fractal Design Corp. 

[800] 297-2665, [408] 688-5300 
Reader Service No. 77/ 


199 
































Publishing Myth # 5 


You need a masthead more recognizable 
than the Eiffel Tower to use QuarkXPress. 



Myths about the exclusively “high-end” nature of QuarkXPress " abound. 

But just because QuarkXPress is the desktop publishing software choice for most maga¬ 
zines, newspapers, and design firms worldwide, don’t assume it’s more than you need. 
QuarkXPress is your logical choice, too, no matter what you’re publishing. 

QuarkXPress users like Radio Shack are proving it every day. QuarkXPress is the way to 
go even for in-house marketing pieces like the one shown at right. It’s available on the 
platform your company knows and it’s powerful enough to perform any publishing task — 
big or small. And, most importantly, QuarkXPress for Windows is easier to use than any 
other page layout application available — no matter what your level of expertise. 
Whether your name is SuperTech Publishers or Leslie’s Llama Farms, QuarkXPress is 
for you. 

Perhaps that’s why so many prepress service bureaus accept QuarkXPress files exclusively, 
frowning upon anything else. 

If you don’t use all of QuarkXPress’ extensive feature list right off the bat, so what? 
At least you’ll have room to breathe — and breathe easy. 


For a free demo version of QuarkXPress for Windows, and our 32-page Comparison 
Guide to Electronic Publishing, call 1-800-788-7835. 
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Swan Introduces 150MHz, Full Mi 


Swan is dedicated to providing you with 
highly competitive prices on a wide 
choice of top-quality products. 

We’ve been satisfying personal 
computer customers for over 12 
years. With the backing of our 
billion dollar parent company, 

Swan has the expertise and 
stability to serve your computing 
needs now and into the future. 


FOCUS ON QUALITY 



Swan’s computers have 
consistendy received high honors 
for reliability. We take pride in our 
work and our products, and it is 
reflected in how we do business. 


CUSTOM-CONFIGURATION 


'loW' 


Swan will gladly custom- 
build a system to order. And 
when we say custom-build, 
we mean it. Many compa¬ 
nies can make minor adjustments to a 
pre-configured system and call it 
“customized”. Swan can build your 
system from the ground up to ensure 
that it meets your exact requirements 
and our demanding quality standards. 


We understand that you may ^ 

need your new computer 
immediately. The Swan ijj/ 

Express symbol on many of 
our systems indicates these systems are 
available for immediate delivery. Call 
us by 1pm EST and your system will be 
shipped the same day. 


WINDOWS 95 CHOICE 


Swan gives you the 
option to choose between 
Windows 95 or MS-DOS 
and Microsoft Windows 
for Workgroups 3.11 pre¬ 
installed. 


MPEG—MOVIE-LIKE VIDEO 


Swan’s powerful 64-bit 
graphics accelerator captures 
the excitement of 
VCR-quality video 
with software-based 
MPEG support and high-speed 
EDO DRAM that enhances and 
accelerates every aspect of video 
performance. Capable of 
delivering full-screen, full motion 
video playback at 30 frames per 
second, MPEG is sweeping the 
TECHNOLOGIES multimedia world. This advanced 
1 *' 0 " graphics acceleration and 

interframe compression technol¬ 
ogy brings VCR-quality video to the 
desktop computer. The ultrahigh 
resolution and fast refresh rates of 
Swan’s graphics accelerator ensures the 
sharpest, smooth-flowing video image 
available. 


$WAN 


PERFORMANCE SYSTEMS 


Swan incorporates the latest technologi¬ 
cal advancements in computer design to 
offer you systems engineered for 
optimized performance. The sophisti¬ 
cated Intel Triton FX chipset on Swan’s 
new motherboard supports both EDO 
DRAM memory and synchronous 
pipeline burst SRAM, removing the 
bottleneck inherent in systems equipped 
with conventional DRAM. EDO 
DRAM allows memory access cycles to 
overlap, cutting average data retrieval 
time by more than a third for a signifi¬ 
cant boost in overall performance. 


FULL LINE CATALOG 


Swan offers a full line of 
PC products, servers and 
peripherals. Please call 
today to receive our full 
28-page catalog. 




The PowerHouse family is designed foil 
maximum performance. Standard EDCl 
DRAM and synchronous pipeline bursl 
SRAM, processor speeds up to 133MH? 
and a standard 1.0GB disk make the | 
PowerHouse the power-user’s system of 
choice. 

■ 100MHz Intel Pentium® Processor 

■ 16MB EDO Memory, Expand to 128MB 

■ 1.0GB El DE Hard Drive 

■ 256K Pipeline Burst Cache 

■ 64-bit PCI Graphics Accelerator with 1 MB EDO 
Memory and Software MPEG 

■ Intel Triton FX Chip Set 

■ Flash PnP BIOS, For Easy Upgrades 

■ ZIF Socket Upgradability 

■ 4X Multisession CD-ROM Drive 

■ PCI Local Bus with Enhanced IDE 

. 7 Expansion Slots: 3 PCI, 3 ISA, 1 PCI/ISA j 

■ 3.5" Floppy Drive 

■ 15" .28mm Flat Screen Color Monitor 
. 2 High-Speed Serial Ports (16550) 

. 1 Parallel Port (EPP/ECP) 

. MS-DOS® and Microsoft® WFW 3.11 ( 
Microsoft® Windows* 95 (installed) 

■ Keyboard and Mouse 

■ 9 Bay Mid-tower Case 

■ One Year On-site Parts and Labor Warranty I 


*2099 ¥ 


PowerHouse 120MHz 

$2199 

PowerHouse 133MHz 

$2299 

PowerHouse 150MHz 

Call 

PowerHouse-Deluxe 100MHz 

$2399 

■ PowerHouse 100MHz 


■ MS Office Professional 


■ 7 Popular Office CD-ROM Titles 


■ 1.6GB Hard Drive 
































> an Video, and New Lower Prices 



a i 


Family Series provides a choice 
[systems tailored for multimedia at a 
st I lice any family can afford. PC World’s 
November 1995 “Top 20” review calls 
Swan’s Pentium 75 Family system an 
'uncommonly good package”, and “a solid 
(forming multimedia PC for a great price”. 
Yve lowered prices even more, added 
sensational new video card and 
Kiting new software, for an even better 
ackage. 

75MHz Intel Pentium Processor 
8MB DRAM, Expandable to 128MB 
850MB EIDE Hard Drive 

64-bit PCI Graphics Card with 1MB EDO DRAM 
256K External Cache 
4X Multisession CD-ROM Drive 
; PCI Local Bus with Enhanced IDE 
3,5" Floppy Drive 

15" ,28mm Flat Screen Color Monitor 
14.4Kbps Internal Fax/Modem 
1 Creative Labs Vibre 16™ 16-bit Stereo 
‘■SoundBlaster™ Compatible Sound Card 

■ Amplified, Shielded Stereo Speakers 
K 2 Fast Serial Ports, 1 Parallel Port 

I 8 Popular Home/Family CD-ROM Titles 

■ Microsoft Encarta" 

ft MS-DOS® and Microsoft® WFW 3.11 or 
I Microsoft® Windows® 95 (installed) 

[Keyboard and Mouse, Microphone and Headset 

99 1 

gg ; One Year On-site Parts and Labor Warranty 

^ >1799 


Family 100MHz 

$1899 

Family 120MHz 

$1999 

Family 133MHz 

$2099 

Family 150MHz 

Call 


The SwanNote-Plus is packed with 
performance enhancing features, 
including 75 and 90MHz Intel Pentium 
processors, 256K synchronous burst 
pipeline cache and a PCI local bus 
throughout. The SwanNote-Plus adapts 
to your dynamic computing needs and is 
engineered with readily upgradable core 
components. This portable can go the 
distance with speed and grace. 

■ 75MHz Intel Pentium Processor 

■ 10.4" Dual-Scan Color Display 

■ 8MB DRAM, Expandable to 40MB 

. 540MB EIDE Hard Drive, Upgradable to 1GB 

■ 5.9 lbs. Dual-Scan, 6.1 lbs. Active-Matrix 

■ 32-bit PCI Local Video Bus, 1 MB DRAM 

■ 256K Synchronous Pipeline Burst Cache 

■ 16-bit Stereo Audio, SoundBlaster Compatible 

■ Built-in Stereo Speakers 

■ Built-in Microphone 

. 11.1"Wx8.6"Dx1.89"H 

■ Infrared IrDA Port 
. Flash BIOS 

. 2 Type II/I Type III PCMCIA Slots 

■ 85/86 Key Keyboard with TrackPad 

■ 3.5" Modular Floppy Disk Drive 

■ 9 Icon LCD System Status Panel 

■ Modular Int./Ext., Fast-charge AC Adapter 

. MS-DOS® and Microsoft® WFW 3.11 or 
Microsoft® Windows® 95 (installed) 

■ Carrying Case 

■ One Year Factory Parts and Labor Warranty 

$ 2299 


SwanNote-Plus 90MHz $2499 
For 10.4" Active-Matrix add $500 


SwanNote-Plus 
Mini Docking Station 


SWANNOTE-PLUS UPGRADES 1 ' 


. Memory-8MB to 16MB $379 

■ Memory - 8MB to 24MB $769 

. Hard Drive-540MB to 810MB $100 

■ Hard Drive-540MB to 1.0GB Call 

■ NiMH Battery Pack $75 

. Second NiMH Battery Kit $110 

■ Battery Recharger $49 

■ Adaptec AirPort 2000 $99 

■ Deluxe Carrying Case $69 

■ PCMCIA 14.4Kbps Fax/Modem $195 

■ Extended Service Plan $109 

■ Mini Docking Station $179 

-1 Serial, 1 Parallel, Keyboard, 

- Mouse and VGA Port Replication 

- Microphone In, Speaker Out 
-MIDI, Joystick Port 

- Two Stereo Speakers 


DESKTOP UPGRADES 1 


. Memory-8MB to 16MB $400 

■ Hard Drive-850MB to 1GB $100 

. Hard Drive-1GB to 1.6GB Call 

■ Monitor-15" to 17" .28 Flat Screen $299 

■ Fax/Modem - 14.4Kbps Internal $69 

■ FaVModem - 28.8Kbps Internal $149 

■ Fax/Modem - 28.8Kbps Internal w/ Voice $169 

. 6X CD-ROM Drive Call 

■ Case - 9 Bay Mid-tower $49 

■ Video Memory - Upgrade to 2MB $59 

■ Multimedia Package $140 

- Creative Labs Vibre 16™ 16-bit Stereo 
SoundBlaster™ Compatible Sound Card 

- Amplified, Shielded Stereo Speakers 

- Microsoft® Encarta™ and 8 CD-ROM Titles 


Hi 800-554-6743 


Federal Customers Call: 800-382-4919 • Internet: http://www.swantech.cr 


Specifications and prices subject to change without notice. All marks are property of their respective organizations. -Overnight 
delivery available on Swan Express orders. On-site service may not be available in some remote locations. Call for details of warranty 
and service agreements. *Upgrade prices valid at time of system purchase. (Ad by MoonBeam Graphixs, Marlborough, MA) 


Circle 166 on reader service card. 

























For Faster Speed & SIPP's, please call! 

* 35 ' 


SIMMS FOR LESS! 

30 Pin SIMMS 


4Mx9.60ns 

70ns 

4Mx9x3 60ns 

(3 chip) 70ns 

4Mx8.60ns 

70ns 

1Mx 9.60ns 

70ns 

1Mx9x 3 60ns 

(3 chip).70ns 

1Mx 8.70ns 

256Kx9x3....70ns 


$129.00 

126.00 

119.00 

116.00 

127.00 

125.00 

35.00 

33.00 

34.00 

32.00 

31.00 

14.00 


NOTEBOOK MEMORY 


Toshiba T3400AT3600 and 
T2400 (3JV) 

BBirSl Wm 4MB DRAM CARD .$172.00 

IBM ThinkPad 7000720C/750E . V 

755C GreenPC and PS/2 CL57SX 

8MB DRAM CARD 00 IxltV. 

16MBDRAMCARD .* 6 ' 5 ' 00 NEC VERSA 20.20C. 25,25C, 33, 

IBM Thinkpad 360/730T 33C, & VERSA E. M & V 

4MB DRAM CARD .$.79.00 SeHeS (33V) 


8MB DRAM CARD ... 


TOSHIBA 1950C/TIX960/T4500 
T4600/T4700/T4800/T1910 
T1900/T200 (33V) 


™,« 5 c, 



THE REASONS WHY 
MEMORY EXPRESS HAS WON THE 
COMPUTER SHOPPER REST BUY 
AWARD 4 YEARS STRAIGHT! 

• Over 7 different Major name brand manufacturers 


• State-of-Art Test and Repair lab on-site 
» Each and every chip, SIMM, memory and module is 
carefully tested and evaluated and is Chips Ready to 
Ship Now! 

™-‘ ir products 100% 



( 800 ) 877-8188 



HtHUY * CALL FOR CURRENT PRICING & VOLUME DISCOUNTS! 
;HIP f We always Welcome Com., Govt, & School PO’s. 

N ALL MERCHANDISE 100% GUARANTEED! 


Circle 200 on reader service card. 




























































































You demand performance! 

You just bought a Pentium, a 
28.8 modem, and upgraded to 
Windows® 95 to take full 
advantage of your computer’s 
32-bit architecture. So why are 
you still settling for old, 16-bit § 
communication software that 
chokes the performance of 
Windows 95? Give your 
computer the 32-bit POWER 
in QmodemPro for 
Windows 95. \ 


QmodemPro for Windows 95 
is the first communication 
software that delivers all the 
features and performance you’ll 
need to get the most from the 
new 32-bit Windows platform. 
And since you want dynamic 
features and ease of use, you’ll 
love the fact that QmodemPro’s 
communication and Internet 
capabilities go way beyond 
the standard terminal 
software included 
with Windows 95. 


QmodemPro Crushes Procomm. 

The Premier Communications Solution for Windows ® 95 

Whether you’re connecting to the office, company mainframe or BBS for file and data transfer, get 
the 32-bit power in QmodemPro to satisfy your “need for speed.” 



Available at Software Etc., Babbages, Computer City, 
CompUSA, Electronics Boutique, Egghead, Best Buy, 
Fry's, Staples and othersoftware outlets for $129 or less. 
Registered Qmodem/QmodemPro customers 
call for upgrade pricing. 


Mustang Software, Inc. • 6200 Lake Ming Road • Bakersfield, CA 93306 
Voice 805-873-2500 • Fax 805-873-2599 • BBS 805-873-2400 
Internet http://www.mustang.com 


800 - 663-7341 
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DesignCAD 30 av 


NEW for Windows95 


Microsoft 
Windows 95 


dHbI -I -I l I fl+l 


ntroductory V2 Price Offer: 

Only $249! 

Available now! 



• Full Windows 95 Support 

• True 3D CAD with Solid Modeling 

• Realistic Shading 

• 3-D Animation 

• Free Technical Support 

• V 2 Price Introductory Special 




30 Start j The First CAD Software DesignCAD 3D Can Do The Job! 

mmmmmmmmmmmmmS ^Q|» WilidOWS 95! Tt’c m*Aot fnr pnrrinaorinn amVitfootn 


New for Windows 95, DesignCAD 3D 
supports long filenames, Windows 95 
Mail interface, OLE 2 support, a two 
dimensional drafting mode, new 
dimensioning commands, realistic 
shading, and much more. 

DesignCAD is Easy to Use! 

With DesignCAD, anyone can do it. 
Make 3D drawings with easy to use 
drawing commands and any of 250 
FREE 3D symbols. Change any object 
with the click of a mouse button using 
DesignCAD’s exclusive Quick Edit Box. 
And you’ll get FREE technical support. 


It’s great for engineering, architectural, 
or any design, simple or complex. You’ll 
get: Boolean solid operations to build 
complex models; extensive surface 
construction; simple, powerful 3D 
drawing commands; volume, area, and 
center of gravity calculations; realistic 
shading on the 



screen and 
printer; 3D 
animation for 
presentations. 
AND IT’S 
SHIPPING 
NOW! 


DesignCAD 3D \k Price Offer - $49Qonly $249! 

• I would like DesignCAD 3D for □ Windows 3.1 □ Windows 95 

• DesignCAD 2D Competitive Upgrade: □ Windows 3.1 □ Windows 95 
I am the owner of the following CAD, drawing, 


Payment Method: 

□ Visa □ MC □ Disc □ Amex □ COD □ Check 


ALSO AVAILABLE: 

DesignCAD 2D for Windows 95 

DesignCAD 2D is available for Windows 3.1 
and Windows 95. If you 
own a CAD, drawing, 
or design package, 
you qualify for a $99 

competitive upgrade. q -y T j „ 

Regular price, $349. » Competitive 



Address: 
Address: . 

City:_ 

Phone:_ 


Call, Mail, or Fax your order to: 

A192 One American Way, Pryor, OK 74361 


Upgrade (800) 233-3223 

Circle 103 on reader service card. 
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Quarterdeck and Apte More reviews on page 218 


SYSTEM UTILITY 

CleanSweep 95 

1|9 1 )o yourself a favor: After you upgrade to Windows 
ga 95, pitch every Windows 3.1 hard-drive-cleaning 
IBI utility you have. They don’t work on Windows 95, 
IsSI and they may even recommend erasing files that are 
essential to the new operating system. 

CleanSweep 95 pulls a triple play by providing compat¬ 
ibility with Windows 95, Windows 3.1, and Windows NT. 
CleanSweep helps you get rid of all those unneeded DLLs, 
folders, fonts, VBXs, and duplicate files—but only after 



MJHJI.M 
CleanSweep 95 


you OK the deletions. You 
can also compress seldom- 
used files or archive them 
to floppy disks. 

CleanSweep’s interface 
couldn’t be easier. The 
program’s huge buttons 
definitely don’t leave you 
guessing, and this Win¬ 
dows 95 version includes 
automated Wizards that 
use plain English to lead 
you through every step of 
cleaning and restoring 
your hard drive. You also have several choices for han¬ 
dling unwanted files, including moving them to another 
drive, or to a network or laptop. 

While CleanSweep may not be the fastest uninstall utility 
you can find, this new 32-bit version gives it a definite speed 
boost. It’s also more affordable than MicroHelp’s competing 
Uninstaller. And best of all, it’s 100 percent Windows 
95-compliant. For a simple, affordable way to remove old 
programs and files, get CleanSweep 95. JACK lyon 


Pros: Works with Windows 
3.1,Windows 95,and 
Windows NT. 

Cons: We've seen faster 
uninstallers. 

Verdict: With CleanSweep’s 
powerful options, hard-drive 
housekeeping has never 
been easier. 

$30 est. street price 
Quarterdeck Corp. 

(800) 683-6696, (310) 309-3700 
Reader Service No. 772 


INTERNET-TRAINING UTILITY 


Internet Coach 1.0 


Everyone’s doing it. From the White House to the 
Bgl elementary-school students down the street, it 
|g| seems as if everyone’s surfing the Internet these 
Kal days. But where do you start if you’re a Net newbie? 
You can shell out hundreds of dollars for a training course, 
or plod through the tomes at the bookstore—or you can 
get up to speed the easy way, with Apte’s Internet Coach 
for Netscape’s Navigator. It’s the perfect crash course for 



learning your way around 
the Internet. 

The Internet Coach 
CD takes an interactive 
approach to learning. It 
teaches Internet basics 
such as logging on and 
searching for keywords, 
then simulates what it’s 
like to actually surf the 
World Wide Web. Great 
animations illustrate how 
to browse the Internet, 
gain access to information, 
and download files. The look and feel of Internet Coach is 
unintimidating to new users, and all of the explanations are 
in plain English. You don’t need to be a computer expert 
to become an Internet whiz. 

Adding sound to the program’s already lively animation 
and vivid graphics would improve Internet Coach. Aside 
from that minor oversight, however, Internet Coach is a 
great way for novices to learn their way around the Net— 
before surfing a real online wave. lulit BEZUAYEHU 


Internet Coach 1.0 

Pros: Teaches Internet 
basics offline—before 
expensive connect charges 


Cons: No sound to back up 
slickanimation and graphics. 

Verdict: Ready to learn 
about the Net? This is the 
best place to start. 

$50 est. street price 
Apte 

(800) 494-1112, (708) 866-1872 
Reader Service No. 753 


208 


RY 1996 










































DELL DIMENSION 
Reliable PCs For 
High Performance 
Computing 


• Mini Tower Model 

* 16MB Parity Memory 
(128MB Max RAMI 

• 256KB Internal L2 Cache 

★ 2.1GB Hard Drive [10.5ms] 

• 17LS Monitor (17“ CRT, Nl) 

* Imagine 128-bit Graphics 
Accelerator with 4MB VRAM 

★ 6X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Drive 


• MS® Office Professional with 
Bookshelf for Windows® 95 

• AWE32 Wave Table Sound Card 

• Altec Lansing ACS-5 Speakers 

• U.S. Robotics 28.8 Fax/Modem 

• Microsoft® Windows NT™/ 

1 Year Software Support' 

• Upgrade to 32MB of Parity 
Memory for $650 more. 

Business Lease 0 : $180/Mo. 

Order Code #500184 


Introducing 
the Dell Dimension 
XPS Pro150 

$4999 


CAREFUL. 
THE CUTTING 
EDGE JUST 


CONSIDERABLY 

SHARPER. 


Introducing the Dell Dimension XPS 
Pro150. The first Pentium® Pro-based PC 
designed to bring Windows NT™ in all its 
32-bit glory screaming to your desktop. 

Around the new Pentium Pro processor 
we've configured a mini¬ 
tower designed to run 
32-bit applications like a 
bat out of hell. 

The bus is PCI. The hard drive, a full 2.1GB. 
The monitor is 17." The video is powered 
by the 128-bit Imagine Graphics Card with 
4MB VRAM. The CD-ROM is 6X. As for 



PENTIUM|PRO 


memory, that's up to you. We ship with a 
standard 16MB, you can upgrade to 128. 



All this and a full year of Windows NT 
software support and the answer to all your 
Windows NT questions, for a mere $4,999. 

It's the cutting edge of a true 32-bit 
lifestyle. Brought to you by Dell. Who else? 

neu. 


TO ORDER, CALL 


800-873-2200 

In Canada* call 800-668-3021 
Mon-Fri 7am-9pm CT • Sat 10am-6pm CT 
Sun12pm-5pmCT • http://www.us.dell.com/ 
1keycode #02087] 


fror a complete copy of our Guarantees or Limited Warranties, please write Dell USA L.P., 2214 W. Braker Lane, Building 3, Austin, TX 78758. ^Business 

























In three seconds you can: 


With new Now Up-to-Date for Windows and its exclusive 
QuickAccess Manager, seconds are all you’ll need to retrieve a phone 
number or an address, capture a voice mail message, update your calendar, or add 
to your to-do list. What’s more, you can share all of that with anybody else, whether 
they’re running Windows 95, 3.1, or Mac OS. It’s based on the #1 selling time 
management solution for the Macintosh — and built from the ground up for 
Windows 95. To discover the fastest way yet to manage schedules and contacts, 
call 1-800-722-5964 today for a free 30-day product trial on CD-ROM or diskette. 






















Introducing 

a high-powered 
corporate type. 



Say hello to WebSite 1.1. A powerful new server 
software package for Windows NT and Windows 95. 
Making it faster than ever to publish on the Internet. 
WebSite’s 32-bit multi-threaded World Wide Web server 
delivers the power and flexibility that you’d expect of a 
UNIX server combined with the ease of a Windows 
application. While delivering full T1 capacity on a typical 
desktop PC at over 500,000 transactions per day. 

For under $500, WebSite gives you more power 
and flexibility than any other Web server software. 
Offering a complete Windows GUI interface, open 
API’s, remote administration, multiple domain names, 
and a graphical document manager. Plus our 
advanced CGI support means that you 
can run just about any CGI script you 
want with a Visual Basic toolkit included. 


And you can include data from other programs such as 
Excel in Web documents. 

What’s more, WebSite delivers an integrated image 
map editor. Integrated keyword indexing and search 
engine. Access authentication allows you to control 
which users have access to different parts of your Web 
server. A Wizard allows you to create a new home 
page or What’s New page fast and easily. And with 
Multi-homing, WebSite can answer to more than one IP 
address. 

So, add a high-powered corporate type to your 
Internet team today. 

Download a FREE 60-day demo of WebSite 
from http://website.ora.com/ or call 
1-800-998-9938 or send e-mail to 
website@ora.com. 


103A Morris Street 


BORDERS' 


O’Reilly & Associates, Inc. 

' Sebastopol, CA 95472 • 707-829-0515 • For an O’Reilly catalog: catalog@online.ora.com j. 
Circle 356 on reader service card. 
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SNAPPY Brings Stunning Pictures 
From Video Into Your PC 


f nappy lets you grab sensational stills from any 
^ camcorder, VCR or TV right into your PC. It’s easy! 
FJust plug Snappy into the printer port on the 
back of your desktop or laptop PC running Windows 
95 or 3.1. Then connect any video source to Snappy 
with the included cable. Watch the on-screen moving 
preview and when you see the picture you want, click Snap. 


Includes Award 
Winning Software 


Each Snappy includes Fauve " 
Matisse SE, the outstanding 
paint, retouching and titling 
program.You also get Gryphon 
Morph " 2.5, the same morphing 
warping and special effects 
software used on the cover 
of Time Magazine. 


Snappy is guaranteed to grab the highest quality video stills you’ve ever seen on 
any computer at any price, play’s engineers developed a sophisticated new chip 
called the HD-1500 that captures 

FREE Demo Disk sensational images in 16.8 million 

Call 800.306.PLAY vibrant colors at breathtaking resolutions up to 1500 x 1125. It’s 

or get the demo right now from perfect for thousands of uses from desktop publishing, 

http://www.play.com - presentations, databases, and Internet images, all the way to PC 

photo albums, school reports, real estate imaging or just morphing 
your friends into your favorite celebrities grabbed from TV 


p I Q U Only $199 95 

I la I I I " Average Selling Price 
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ffl Start] This 

Sledgellammt 


from FWB brings blazing-fast array technology *- 
down to earth. And it's taking high-performance 
and high capacity to places they’ve never been — the 
Windows® environment. Which is where you need them 
most, because Windows® 95 is making today’s hot applic 
tions practical. But only if you have the SledgeHammer — 
the one storage solution that keeps up with all 
the incredible new demands. Like producing, 
editing and finishing broadcast quality 
digital video without losing 
a single frame or opening Now for { 

huge Photoshop " files at Windows 

blistering speed. ■ 

All this through the plug ‘n play 
simplicity of the SledgeHammer disk array, 
the powerhouse PCI SCSI JackHammer'" 
accelerator board and the award-winning 
RAID ToolKit'" disk array management software. 

It’s all optimized for Windows 95 and is the \ 
ultimate solution for maximizing your produc- s , 
tivity. So don’t just dream about things that are out 
of this world. Apply the Hammer® and discover the 
family of disk arrays that transform fantasy into reality. 
Call for the reseller nearest you. 



EJFWB 


Phone: (415) 325-4392 
Fax: (415) 833-4655 
http://www.fwb.com 









Play. 




m m 


The Power 
To Grow 
Your 
Business. 


Peachtree 

Account) 


for Windows - 


Real Accounting, Real Easy. 


Or Be A Player. 


Starting at just $49, Peachtree is the real choice in accounting 
for small business. Our First Accounting is the ideal 
solution for anyone moving books from paper to PC. 
And our award-winning Peachtree Accounting 
for Windows has the business-building tools and 
multi-user capability you need. Unlike the others, 
Peachtree applies real accounting techniques 
that will easily have you paying bills, invoicing 




customers, tracking inventory, printing reports and man¬ 
aging payroll. And our exclusive multimedia setup, 
interactive help and 30 days of free support make it a 
snap to get started. Plus, it's all backed by 
Peachtree's 20-year reputation for excellence and 
a 60-day, money-back guarantee. So stop play¬ 
ing around and call 1-800-428-6957. 
Peachtree. Where we grow, businesses flourish. 


An Company 


V1B free hard disk space, VGA or h 


on estimated street prices and do not 

Circle 232 on reader service card. 
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The easy way to manage 
your life. And manage your 
way on the Internet. 



[ward Winning 


ECCOPRO 

S3 



Everything you need to manage the internet. 

With INTERNET Chameleon ™ 4.5, you will have all you 
access information on the Internet and communicate around the world. 


Call for the name of the Reseller nearest you. 


In one integrated package, Internet Chameleon 4.5 includes: 

• Web Browser • ECCO Internet Address Book • E-mail • Newsgroups 

• BBS • Telnet • Gopher • FTP • and more! 

And Internet Chameleon 4.5 works seamlessly with ECCO PRO 3.0. 


\&NetManage™ 

Network Your Desktop To The World 

(206) 885-4272 ext. 20 


Everything you need to automate your life. 

With ECCOTRO 3.0, you will have an easy-to-use information management 
and integration tool that organizes your daily work and information. 

In one integrated package, ECCO PRO 3.0 includes: 

• Calendar and Scheduler • Contact Management • Group Scheduling 

• Dynamic Outline Notes • Internet Address Book (with over 2,000 WWW, 
FTP, and Gopher Sites) • and more! 

And, of course, ECCO PRO 3.0 works seamlessly with Internet Chameleon 4.5. 


E-mail: sales@netmanage.com 
World Wide Web: www.netmanage.com 


orn the 



’ °f 

l Chameleon 

IP Applications 


*1995 NetManage Inc,, 10725 North De Anza Blvd., Cupertino, CA 95014 UiA. 
Japan: +81 (0) 3-3221-8400. Specifications are subject to change without notice. All trademai 
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YOU CAN’T TAKE YOUR 
BACKUP SOFTWARE 
WITH YOU 

Windows 3.1 Backup Software Is 
Obsolete on Windows 95 


Introducing Arcada Backup for Windows 95 


When you move up to Windows 95, you’ll discover a system 
that’s faster, easier and more fun to use. Unfortunately, you 
won t be able to take your old backup software with you. 

Windows 95 is a completely new operating system with long 
file names, registry support and new device drivers. These are 
just a few of the reasons why your old backup software won’t 
work on Windows 95. Arcada has the solution. 

Arcada Backup for Windows 95 is a full-featured solution that 
provides comprehensive device support for all popular floppy, 
parallel, IDE and SCSI tape devices. 

Our advanced features include integrated Wizard technology 
for step by step operation, a true 32-bit architecture for maxi¬ 
mum performance and a scheduler for unattended operation. 


In addition, Arcada Backup for Windows 95 is the only 
backup software to support Plug and Play, simplifying installa¬ 
tion and configuration by automatically resolving any resource 
conflicts. 

Arcada is The Authority In Windows Data Protection. We 
developed the backup software included in Microsoft’s DOS 
6.x, Windows 3.1 and Windows NT. 

In fact, Microsoft was so impressed with our backup exper¬ 
tise, they selected one of Arcade’s NT products to backup 
1,300 of their servers worldwide. 

To get back on cloud nine, call one of the leading retailers 
below and order your copy of Arcada Backup for Windows 95. 


Arcada 

The Authority in Windows Data Protection 

© Arcada Software, Inc. All copyrights or registered trademarks are the property of their respective owners 


PC Connection 

800-800-0003 


Tig erSoftware 

1-800-888-4437 
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Triple Your 
Processing Power 
With a Single Chip 



Upgrade your old PC in 15 minutes! 

Waiting for Windows with your older 486? With Make-it 586, 
your wait is over. Make-it 586 provides 16K of cache and fast clock- 
quadrupling. That’s up to 133 MHz of blazing 586 speed to run 
all of your multi-media applications with ease. 

Or, for as little as $99, turn that old reliable 286 or 386 into a new 486 
to run all of the latest software. Finally, affordable upgrade solutions that 
keep pace with today’s ever-changing PC needs. 

With Make-it, obsolescence is a thing of the past. Order today. 


j'iifeConnectiorf 


Tiq erDirect 

1-800-888-4437 

Circle 149 on reader service card. 
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B-Plan International Software and Fitnesoft More reviews on page 228 




BUSINESS-MODELING SOFTWARE 


Business Planner 2.0 


fj|l I f you’ve ever tried to finance a car or secure a small per- 
E||| sonal loan, you know how difficult it can be to con- 
|H vince a bank that you’re a good credit risk. But what 
ISSI about raising venture capital to start your own busi¬ 
ness? That’s next to impossible without a stellar business plan. 

B-Plan International Software’s Business Planner guides 
you step-by-step through the process of creating your own 
customized business plan. It prompts you for information 
about your company’s profile, market analysis, research and 



development budget, cash 
flow, financial ratios, and 
other details. It also provides 
specific examples to help 
you along the way. 

After you enter your 
information, Business Plan¬ 
ner’s analysis feature lets 
you view all your financial 
data and run through a series 
of what-if scenarios. For 
example, you can see what 
would happen to your com¬ 
pany’s bottom line if you 
lowered or raised the cost of a product or service by a specific 
percentage. The result is a solid, airtight business plan. 

Business Planner does have a few quirks. For instance, it’s 
difficult to print your business plan as one document. The 
program also lacks a comprehensive help system. 

These minor complaints aside, Business Planner is a valu¬ 
able asset for building a sound business plan. And who 
knows? The $99 you spend on Busienss Planner might just 
help you cinch that million-dollar deal. JACK LYON 


mnuum 

Business Planner 

Pros: Guides you through 
the process of building a 
business plan. 

Cons: Lacks straightforward 
online help and an easy 
way to printyourplanas 
one document. 

Verdict: An excellent tool 
for starting a new business. 

$99 est. street price 
B-Plan Int’l Software 
(800) 782-1955, (201) 767-5522 
Reader Service No. JS4 


PERSONAL HEALTH 

Life Form 

H Do you consider surfing the Internet strenuous 
physical activity? Are you on a first-name basis 
with the cashiers at McDonald’s? If so, you may 
have recently noticed less spring in your step and 
more weight on your waist. Instead of fighting with your 
computer to stay in shape, why not let it help you reach 
your fitness goals? Just get Life Form, a personal health 
management program from Fitnesoft. 

With a few mouse clicks and a lot of willpower, Life 



Form helps you look good 
and feel great. Set fitness 
and nutrition goals, and 
keep track of your daily 
progress in eight tabbed 
sections. Use the charting 
feature for the big picture. 

Record every body mea¬ 
surement you need to 
know, and even some you 
don’t. (Hat size, anyone?) 

But fitness is more than 
just fitting into smaller- 
size clothes. It’s also about 
staying healthy. Life Form helps you monitor chemical 
levels, chronic ailments, and other medical information 
for your doctor’s records and your own. 

Good health is a science, and Life Form never lets you 
forget it. Sometimes the charts and formulas are more 
like a tenth-grade science project than a software pro¬ 
gram, but the extra math is worthwhile. Life Form may be 
just the thing that will get you off the couch and on the 
road to a healthier lifestyle. julie McCullough 


Life Form 

Pros: Where else can you get 
the calorie count of a Big Mac 
with special sauce—and 
without? 

Cons: Do we really need to 
know the density of a Big Mac? 

Verdict: Cheaper than a 
health club membership for 
getting into shape. 

$49 est. street price 
Fitnesoft 

(800) 607-7637, (801) 221-7777 
Reader Service No. 77 / 
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When it comes to clarifying and managing your organization, 
processes and information, nothing does the job like clear, 
concise diagrams. Problem is, creating them can take more 
time and patience than you have to spare. Until now. 

INTRODUCING VISIO 4.0—CREATING BUSINESS 
DIAGRAMS IS SO EASY, IT’LL BECOME A DAILY ROUTINE. 

You don’t have to be a creative genius to be hooked 
on Visio 4.0. Smart new wizards and even smarter 
SmartShapes make creating diagrams so fast and easy 
it’s automatic. Simply start a wizard, import your data, 
and select formatting options. 

In seconds, your diagram 
appears before your eyes and can easily 
. Y be edited and shared company-wide. 


WARNING! 

DIAGRAMMING WITH NEW VISIO 4.0 
CAN BE EXTREMELY HABIT FORMING. 


Visio wizards do the work for you. Your 
rganizational charts and timelines are automatically 
iterated from the data you provide. And the Page Layout 
Wizard gives you a head start on all your diagrams. 


osoft Office Binder, offe 
each of the three suites, 
•.es/FX. It’s no wonder 


THE ONLY DIAGRAMMING SOLUTION YOU’LL 
WANT-OR NEED-TO USE. 

With Visio 4.0, a few mouse clicks is all it takes to create 3 
flowcharts, block diagrams, organizational charts, timelines — you 1 
name it. In fact, you’ll find no other diagramming solution 
allows you to do so much, with such little effort. 

NOTHING WORKS BETTER WITH THE PROGRAMS YOU WORK IN. 

Visio 4.0’s OLE 2.0 technology and Microsoft Office Binder 
support let you seamlessly integrate smart Visio diagrams into the jjj 
programs you use every day. 

Visio 4.0 also comes with a 60-day money-back guarantee. 

Plus, it’s designed to fully exploit 
both Windows 3.1 and Windows 95— 
all in one box.To order Visio 4.0 
for $149—or upgrade for $79— 
contact your local reseller or 
call 800-24-VISIO ext. C29 today. 

Then, visit us on the web at 
http://www.visio.com. 




















CHARTS 

• Organization Charts 

• Flow Charts 

• Timelines 

• Process Flow Charts 

• Marketing 


DIAGRAMS 

• Network Diagrams 

• Quality 

• Block Diagrams 

• Boolean Logic 

• Sports 


SCHEMATICS 

• Electrical 

• Mechanical 

• Chemical 

• Petroleum 

• Software 


LAYOUTS 

• Landscape 

• Home Planning 

• Office Planning 

• Space Planning 

• Maps 


FEATURE 

CorelFLOW 3 

Visio 4 | 

[ Symbols 

6,400+ 

1,000+ j 

Smart Symbol Libraries/Stencils 

205 

29 

Fonts 

160 

0 

Clipart 

1,500 

0 

Photos 

1,000 

0 

Live repeating line patterns 

YES 

NO 

Polygon tool 

YES 

NO 

Fountain fills 

YES 

NO 

Center and repeating arrows 

YES 

NO 

Hyperlinks 

YES 

NO 

I Dynamic print preview 

I YES 

NO 

Multiple shadows 

YES 

NO 

1 Thesaurus and Type Assist 

YES 

NO 

1 Live auto-line routing 

YES 

NO 

H Script editor 

YES 

NO 

I Number of color models supported 

8 

2 j 


CorelFLOW 3 includes all the tools you need to communicate your ideas effectively. A Windows 95 application with 32-bit 
power, CorelFLOW-3 is the most powerful diagramming software available on the market. With more than 6,400 drag and drop 
symbols, Microsoft Office Binder support and CorelDRAW 6 graphics technology, creating the perfect diagram is a breeze with 
CorelFLOW 3—from Corel, the world leader in graphics software. 


Easier to Use! 

• Spell checker, Thesaurus and 
Type Assist 

• Dynamic print preview 

• Rulers and guidelines 

• Microsoft Office Binder support 

• Templates and Wizards 


More Power! 

• Designed for Windows 95 

• Live auto-line routing 

• Advanced text controls 

• Fountain fills and shadows 


Better Value! 

• 6,400+ symbols 

• 1,500+ clipart 

• 1,000 photos 

• 150 fonts 


ZG6H&P 
























T hat look of confidence and 
inner pleasure. It’s a look 
that’s become associated with 
buying a Quantex. And it 
shouldn’t be the least bit sur¬ 
prising. You see, Quantex 
gives you just about the best 
buy going. And that means 
more than just a good price. 
It’s the very latest technology. 
The hottest software bundles. 
Quality components from some 
of the most trusted names in 
the business. And a company 
committed to giving you their 
best day in and day out. 

If Quantex had been 
around back in Mona’s day, 
she probably would have had 
a much bigger grin. 


Pentium® Microsoft ' 

Windows‘95 














A Classic Deal 


At Quantex, all of our systems are com¬ 
posed of the hottest features, tuned up 
for top-rated performance, then competi- 
lely priced to provide the maximum 
ig-for-your-buck. These masterpieces 
experts singing their praises! 
World reports, “Quantex offers 
ratios on 
1995). Family PC raves 
list of hardware features 
le of machines typically 
$400 higher” (July/August 
Magazine writes that our 
s “Above-average compo- 
a great price...” (Sept. 26, 

9 consistently gives you 
constantly striving to bring 
deal. 

PC Connoisseur 

can use no-name com- 
to take their price down. That’s 
good enough for Quantex. You’ll 
otir value-packed systems fea- 
jnore of the brand names you’ve 
and trust. Like Intel, 

Novell, STB Systems, Western 
MAG Innovision, Altec Lansing 
Ensoniq, and Toshiba to 
few. But using top quality com- 
is only half the story. We guar- 
the total reliability of our systems 
with one of the most comprehensive 
quality control processes in the business. | 
So don’t settle for imitations - get the 
real deal from Quantex! 






















To Work For You 


Designed for 


Microsoft ’ 
Windows'95 


. n | All Quantex systems are not only 

iiiillH Start I equipped with Windows® 95 - they’re 
Designed for Windows 95. As one of 
few companies to have passed strict Microsoft® Hardware 
Compatibility Testing, all of our systems are Plug and Play 
compliant to make adding new components a snap! For 
superior performance, check out these advanced compo¬ 
nents on our QP5/SM-2: 

j Performance-Enhanced Memory 

Get extreme - our QP5/SM-2 features 16MB EDO RAM. 
The 16MB guarantees optimum software operation, while 
EDO boosts memory access speeds an additional 33%! Plus, 
we give you a 256KB L2 Pipelined Burst Cache for extra 
rendering power. Working together, EDO and the 
I Pipelined Burst Cache cuts the processing time of memo¬ 
ry operations, maximizing your system’s execution rates 
to accomplish tasks faster. 

Breakthrough Graphics and Media Acceleration 

Enter the world of STB PowerGraph 64 Video 
Acceleration, the experts' choice for complete MPEG play¬ 
back with full screen and full motion video. This high-per- 
I formance 64-bit video graphics accelerator with 2MB EDO 
I DRAM is based on the S3 TRI064 V+ Chipset. That trans¬ 
lates into no-holds-barred power, supporting up to 30 
| frames per second, resolutions up to 1280x1024, plus pre¬ 
cise true color for photo-realistic imaging. 

I Massive Storage Power 

i An immense 2GB Mode 4 Hard Drive offers the capacity 
and performance you need to fully optimize Windows 95. 

In fact, it’s the flat-out highest capacity ATA-2 Interface 
drive to date. Plus, its speedy 16.6 MB/sec data transfer 
rates, 5400 RPM, 256KB multisegmented cache buffer, and 
10ms seek times deliver huge masses of data in a flash. 

! Digitally Controlled Color Monitors 

The MAG 17” Color Monitor boasts complete Plug and 
Play support, a .26mm dot pitch for ultra-sharp display at 
1280x1024 maximum resolution, rapid refresh rate, and a 
digitally controlled display. It’s easy to see why MAG is 
the world’s best selling 17-inch color monitor. 



Multimedia That Will Move You 

Quantex has teamed up with the multimedia hardware 
heavyweights to put together a system with premium 
stereo sound and image quality. Transport yourself to the 
world of multimedia with the ultra-fast, ultra-smooth 
MPEG performance of Aztech’s 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive, 
which boasts a 900 KB/S transfer rate and a 256KB buffer! 
Then, close your eyes and indulge in the crisp highs and 
solid bass of the Ensoniq Wavetable Sound Card and 
Altec Lansing speakers with subwoofer. It’s top of the line 
multimedia at an affordable price, only from Quantex. 

Service and Support 

At Quantex, we stand behind our products. We back up 
every system purchase with a 30-Day Money Back 
Guarantee and Toll-Free Technical Support. That’s not 
all - we give you One Year Express Parts Replacement 
plus One Year On-Site Service. You even get the option to 
extend the protection of your system for up to 4 years 
with the GE Service Protection Plan. 

And now, Quantex gives you an even faster and easier 
way to get information and assistance. Be a part of the 
Digital Revolution and visit the Quantex Home Page on 
the Internet at http://www.quantex.com. Check out fea¬ 
tures such as the Quantex Shopping Mall, Customer 
Service Center, Technical Support Center and Resource 
Room, all accessible 24 hours a day, 7 days a week! 



httpyAvww.quantex.com 















PerfectWorks; Memphis Math; Write With Me; 

Family Software Bundle SESeSE? 

Clip Art for the Office; Read With Me 1 & 2; 
Hard Evidence: The Marilyn Monroe Files 
' v " ~ “SSpGrolier Multimedia Encyclopedia 

x Reference Library (over 10 titles) 

f jWUJnser Arcade Racing 
' .H USS Ticonderoga 
fAnimals II 
How Your Body Works 
iff Quicken Financial Manager-SE 

• Everywhere USA Travel Guide 

• America Online, Prodigy, CompuServe 


Professional Software Bundle ' 


> 


WordPerfect 6.1; Quattro Pro 6.0; Envoy; 

InfoCentral; Presentations GroupWise 

le 1995 Grolier Multimc 
Encyclopedia 

• Complete Reference Library (over 10 titles included) 

• SharkWare (The 1 .... 

Phone Calls and To-1 

• Quicken Financial Manager^ 

• Astound (#1 in Mi' 

• Phone Disc Business '95 

• Al Unser Arcade Racing : 

• USS Ticonderoga 

• America Online, Prodigy, CompuServe 
(one month trial membership to on-line servici 

• NetCruiser Plus (Free Internet Access of over 


• NetCruiser Plus (Free 



QP5/75 M-1 


$1599 


$1649 


■ Intel 75MHz Pentium* processor 

■ 8MB EDO Performance-Enhanced Memory 

■ 1GB EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1,44MB Floppy Drive 

■ 64-Bit PCI Graphic Accelerator w/ 1MB 
(MPEG Playback w/RjII Screen & Motion Video) 

■ 15" MAG Flat-Screen 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 14,400 Baud Fox/Modem w/voice mail 

■ Toshiba 4X 190ms EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ 16-Bit Stereo Sound Card 

■ Magnetically Shielded Speakers 

■ Newly Designed Mini-Tower Cose 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft* Mouse 

■ Microsoft Windows*95 

■ Family Software Bundle (preinstalled) 

QP5/100 M-1.$1699 

QP5/120 M-1.$1749 


QP5/100 M-2 


■ Intel 100MHz Pentium processor 

■ 8MB EDO Performance-Enhanced Memory 

■ 1GB EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1,44MB Floppy Drive 

■ 64-Bit PCI Graphic Accelerator w/ 2MB 
(MPEG Playback w/Full Screen & Motion Video) 

■ 15" MAG Flat-Screen 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 28,800 Baud V.34 Fax/Modem 

■ 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ 16-Bit Stereo Sound Card 

■ Magnetically Shielded Speakers 

■ Newly Designed Mini-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Microsoft Windows95 


QP5/120 M-3 


>1999 


QP5/133 M-4 


$2349 


■ Intel 120MHz Pentium processor 

■ 16MB EDO Performance-Enhanced Memory 

■ 1,2GB EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Drive 

■ STB 64-Bit PCI Graphic Accelerator w/ 1MB 
(MPEG Playback w/Full Screen & Motion Video) 

■ 15" MAG Flat-Screen 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 14,400 Baud Fax/Modem w/voice mail 

■ Toshiba 4X 190ms EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ 16-Bit Stereo Sound Card 

■ Magnetically Shielded Speakers 

■ Newly Designed Mini-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Microsoft Windows95 

■ Family Software Bundle (preinstalled) 


■ Intel 133MHz Pentium processor 

■ 16MB EDO Performance-Enhanced Memory 

■ 256KB Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 1.2GB EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Drive 

■ STB 64-Bit PCI Graphic Accelerator w/ 2MB 
(MPEG Playback w/Full Screen & Motion Video) 

■ 15" MAG Flat-Screen 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 28,800 Baud V34 Fax/Modem 

■ 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ Ensoniq® 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Cad 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-5 Speakers 

■ Newly Designed Mini-Tower Cose 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Microsoft Windows95 


QP5/75 M 2 

.$1749 

QP5/75 M-3. 

.$1849 

■ Family Software Bundle (preinstalled) 

0P5/100 M-4.$2199 

QP5/120 M-2. 

.$1899 

QP5/100 M-3. 

.$1949 

QP5/120 M-4. 

.$2249 

QP5/133 M-2. 

.$1999 

QP5/133 M-3. 

.$2099 

QP5/150 M-4. 

.$2449 



$3149 


■ Intel 133MHz Pentium processor 

■ 16MB EDO Performance-Enhanced Memory 

■ 256KB Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 1.6GB 9ms EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1,44MB Floppy Drive 

■ ATI MACH 64 PCI w/ 2MB DRAM 

(MPEG Playback w/Full Screen 8. Motion video) 

■ 15"MAG Flat-Screen 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 28,800 Baud V.34 Fax/Modem 

■ Toshiba 4X EIDE 190ms CD-ROM Drive 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-5 Speakers 

■ Newly Designed Mid-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Microsoft Windows95 

■ Professional Software Bundle (preinstalled) 


■ Intel 150MHz Pentium processor 

■ 16MB EDO Performance-Enhanced Memory 

■ 256KB Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 1.6GB 9ms EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1,44MB Floppy Drive 

■ STB PbweiGraph 64 Video w/ 2MB EDO 

RAM (MPEG Playback w/Full Screen & Motion video) 

■ 17" ,26dp MAG 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 28,800 Baud V.34 Fax/Modem 

■ 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-5 Speakers 

■ Newly Designed Mid-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Microsoft Windows95 

■ Professional Software Bundle (preinstalled) 


QP5/100 SM.. 

0P5/120 SM.$2299 


.$2149 

QP5/100 SM-1. 

.$2549 

.$2249 

QP5/120 SM-1. 

.$2599 

.$2299 

QP5/133 SM-1. 

.$2699 


I Intel 166MHz Pentium processor 
I 16MB EDO Performance-Enhanced Memory 

■ 256KB Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 2GB ATA -2 Mode 4 Hard Drive 
l 3.5" 1,44MB Floppy Drive 

■ STB PbwerGraph 64 Video w/ 2MB EDO 
RAM (MPEG Playback w/Full Screen & Motion video) 

■ 17" ,26dp MAG 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 28,800 Baud V.34 Fax/Modem 

■ 6X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-31 Speakers w/ 
subwoofer 

■ Newly Designed Mid-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Microsoft Windows95 

■ Professional Software Bundle (preinstalled) 

■ Upgrade to ATI MACH 64 PCI w/2MB 
VRAM for $50 more. 

QP5/120 SM-2...$2749 

QP5/133 SM-2.$2849 

QP5/150 SM-2.$2949 


Upgrade Specials 


“Options Available with System Purchase” 


850MB Add $159 3.2GBAdd$19 
| Microsoft Natural Keyboard Add $5' 
| Panasonic KX-6100 Laser Printer fo 


ill to upgrade to STB PowerGraph 64 




1-800-787-8686 

http://www.Quantex.com 

Quantex Microsystems, Inc 




































These days your office can be anywhere you do 
business. Whether you're downtown or in your dining 
room, you need to stay in touch. That’s why Fujitsu 
Microelectronics offers a complete family of integrated, 
world-class PC Cards, to give you immediate access 
to vital information while in the office or on the road. 

Our ultraportable PC Cards offer a wide range 
of capabilities including multimedia, LAN, and high¬ 
speed communications. With Fujitsu, you get instant 
compatibility with virtually all of today’s PCMCIA 
standard computing platforms in addition to multi¬ 
function capability and interoperability. 
Plus, our intuitive Microsoft® Windows- 
based installation software automatically 


sets up and configures your PC, which means 
fewer headaches and hassles. With Plug and Play 
features like hot insertion and 
removal, there’s no need to reboot 
your system when swapping 
cards. You even get the'ease and 
comfort of our extensive customer 
support services that ensure customer satisfaction 
and help you get the most from your investment. 

So, if today’s virtual office is leaving you feeling 
a little detached, call 
Fujitsu Microelectronics 
at 1-800-642-7616 and 
we’ll get you connected. 

Circle 207 on reader service card. 


FUJITSU 



FUJITSU MICROELECTRONICS, INC., 3545 North First Street, San Jose, CA 95134. ©1995 Fujitsu Microelectronics, Inc. All trademarks or registered trademarks are the properly of their respective holders. 
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The ONIV Street Adas that 
lets you import names and 
addresses from ANY source! 


everything from hotels, restaurants, banks, post 
offices and gas stations to churches, schools, 
department stores and more. They come from 
Select Phone, the #l-selling Phonebook on CD-ROM. 
And since they’re both published by the same 
company, they work together beautifully. 


The first Street Atlas 
you can really use! 

Introducing Select Street Atlas, the amazing 
new Street Atlas on CD ROM. This is the 
first ever mapping product that gives 
you the ability to import - and 
display - any listings from any 
source. No other street atlas lets 
you do this. Now you can plot 
any list of names & addresses 
from any file, right down to 
the street level. Display 
where your customers are 
clustered. Identify which 
houses are for sale in your 
town. And of course, locate 
your cousin’s ranch in 
Montana. Select Street lets you 
do all this with a click. 

One million, built-in, 
ready-to-view listings. 

Say you’re on the road. You need to 
find a hotel near a convention center. 

Or perhaps a nice restaurant near your 
customer’s office. You’ll find them 
easily in Select Street Atlas. Because each 
copy includes a million bonus listings of 


Super accuracy. 

Select Street Atlas data is m T I i l l l i H II. il A 
based on the most current 
and comprehensive TIGER 
street files provided by the 
United States Government. 

That’s over 30 million street 
segments, right down to rural and 
dirt roads. Data that’s practically two years ahead 
of any other street atlas. 

Power you can use. 

Imagine. For the first time ever, 
you can take any name and 
address from any file or 
database and place it on 
your map. Add your own 
text and symbols. Then 
print your custom-made 
maps for newsletters, 


sdedPHONE * $ ■ 


rws® 


j 


brochures, 
ads, invitations - 
anything to help your 
friends, family, co-work¬ 
ers, prospects and customers 
locate you. New Select Street Atlas, 
now available at your software retailer. 
Get your copy today! 




IACT! 'I 


Select Street Atlas works great with Select Phone. 
Now you can import and display business or 
residential listing from the most powerful 
Phonebook on CD-ROM. 


Find what you've been missing." 


Available in stores now or call: 

1-800-99-CD-R0M 



















"Absolute Necessity.' 

“I know exactly how much I make (or should be*' 
making) on every project, every customer, even by employee /” 

j*y|k "Eye Opening! 

’ y - "When I actually saw my project costs vs. estimates, 

I raised my rates immediately!” 

“A Giant Leap! 

“Integrates time tracking, estimating, 
and job costing with accounting and payroll. Finally, 
all my important business information is in one place!” 

"Fast & Easy! 

"Information automaticallyflows from my estimates and time ** 
tracking data to right where I need it when I do invoices, reports and payroll." 


Introducing an entirely NEW 

kind^rf software for businesses that prepare estimates or track time! 

Announcing QuickBooks® Pro™ a your business, from accounts receivables to materials expenses—take 

breakthrough program that perfectly advantage of over 7 5 customizable reports and graphs, to always 

integrates time tracking, estimating, know what’s going on. It *S Easy. The screens look just like checks, 

invoices, and purchase orders—so you don’t have 
accountant to use it. Nothing gets 



job costing, and payroll with 
the number one accounting 
software! Save time. 

Never enter the same infor¬ 
mation twice. Track every¬ 
thing from project expenses 
to employee hours—and 
have the information appear automatically 
I everywhere you need to use it: invoices, paychecks, vendor 
I payments, accounting records, and more. Knowledge is 
j power. You’ll have incredible control over every aspect of 



• Prepare professional estimates 
•Track time by employee 
•Track time by activity or project 

• Compare estimated vs. actual costs 

• Quickly find cost of last year’s projects 


• Invoice based on time sheet entries 
•Invoice based on flat rates 

• Track expenses by customer or project 
•Write and print checks 

• Prepare and print payroll checks 

• Calculate payroll earnings & deductions 

• Easily track A/R and A/P 
•Track Inventory 
•Write Purchase Orders 

• Manage credit card & checking account 
•Manage cash flow 

• Create and track project budgets 
•Maintain an audit trail 
•Report tax figures easily 

• Keep track of customers and vendors 


QuickBooks Pro reads Quicken, QuickBooks, and QuickPay data. System Requirements: »W«uu: 100% IBM 
disk space. VGA or higher resolution monitor. Wrrks with any printer supported by Windows 3.1 or higher. Mat: System 7j 

M'’.. . "• 1 all Quadta and Power Macintosh mar 

-QuickBooks Pm ■ 


the job done like QuickBooks Pro. 

Order today, and try it for just $8. 

. .. . 


Try QuickBooks Pro 
for only $8.00! 


Pay only shipping and handling now to try QuickBooks Pro. 
If you decide to keep using it after 30 days, payjust $189.95. 

1 - 800 - 781-6999 Ext.701 654 

To order 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 




laid disk with 15MB fee disk space. Supports PowerBook, 12 inch or larger black and white, or 14 inch or larger color mol 


mi u, i 
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Multicom Publishing and DocuMagix More reviews on page 236 


Home Improvement 1-2-3 


' fired of shelling out a small fortune for home repairs ? 
m| Save money and fix it yourself with help from Multi- 
PH corn’s Home Improvement 1-2-3 on CD-ROM. This 
ISI is not just an electronic reference book. Instead, a clev¬ 
erly designed main screen shows a cross-sectional view of a 
house. Different rooms contain information about plumb¬ 
ing, electricity, interior design, painting, shelving, and other 
subjects. Select the bathroom, for example, and the program 
gives you details on howto fix a leaky faucet or showerhead. 

For fix-it novices, introductory videos feature experts 



from The Home Depot. 

Unfortunately, the tips bor¬ 
der on being cliches (“mea¬ 
sure twice, cut once”), and 
most are little more than 
high school shop-class fluff. 

To its credit, the program 
includes many specific top¬ 
ics, such as garage doors, 
and projects such as safety¬ 
testing garage-door open¬ 
ers. Each project has a 
narrated slide show of illus¬ 
trations or a video that 
walks you through the task. You can get information on the 
required tools, safety warnings, task-completion estimates, 
materials lists, and tips for working smarter. You can also 
print all of this information—handy since you probably 
won’t have a PC by your side while tackling a repair. 

Home Improvement 1-2-3 isn’t the last word on home 
repair and maintenance, but it’s a great start for the domes¬ 
tically challenged. And at $35, it’s a low-cost way to solve 
many household headaches. JAMES OLIVER CURY 


Improvement 
1-2-3 1.0 

Pros: Step-by-step 
instructions for home repairs. 
Cons: Interface borders on 
cluttered, and many tips are 
too basic. 

Verdict: A crash course in 
home repair. 

$39 est. street price 
Multicom Publishing 
(800] 850-7272, (206] 622-5530 
Reader Service No. 7 j6 


DOCUMENT-MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE 


PaperMaster 2.0 

Hjj| We’ve been conned. The promise of the paperless 
EO| office is a farce. Every day we use computers and 
Ml printers to produce mounds of documents. But Docu- 
ISsI Magix’s PaperMaster 2.0 brings the promise one step 
closer to reality, providing the means to store digitized 
images of handwritten or printed documents. Just scan the 
documents that clutter your filing cabinets—invoices, 
receipts, expense reports, and personal records—and stash 



PaperMaster 2.0 

Pros: Easy-to-use file- 
cabinet metaphor keeps 
documents accessible. 

Pros: Long documents are a 
drag to scan and store. 
Verdict: The perfect 
solution for filing short 
documents that don’t need to 
exist on hard copy. 

$99 est. street price 
DocuMagix 

(800] 362-8624, (408] 434-1138 
Reader Service No. 777 


them on your hard drive as 
TIFF or JPEG files. 

PaperMaster’s interface is 
designed in the familiar file- 
cabinet metaphor, and space 
is limited only by hard- 
drive size. To organize doc¬ 
uments, you create cabinets, 
in which you create drawers 
that you can secure with 
password-protected locks. 

Need to find. files 
quickly? Use keywords to 
search for any document 

by cabinet or drawer. You rearrange folders or drawers 
easily by dragging and dropping them to another location. 
You can even stay one step ahead of the game by desig¬ 
nating a folder as the receptacle for incoming faxes. 

Despite its power, PaperMaster won’t solve all your paper 
problems. You’ll need to keep certificates and legal docu¬ 
ments handy in their paper form. And lengthy documents are 
a chore to scan. But the easy-to-use interface makes it simple 
to store and retrieve electronic documents. S. jae yang 
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The Best Way to Edit, Capture, 
Catalog and Enhance Your Photographs 


i Cataloging 



PhotoWorks lets you organize all your 
photographs, images, sound, music and 
video files quickly and easily. Create 
and maintain your own personal 
multimedia catalogs in seconds. 


\ Internet Helper 


Image display, editing and 
cataloging for Internet, America 
On-line, CompuServe, 
Microsoft, Prodigy and other 
network access softwar 


Presentations 

Create your own 
multimedia slideshows 
for family, friends and 
business presentations 
in just minutes. 



Special Effects 

Choose from a wide 
assortment of special 
effects filters to 
instantly transform 
your photos into 
stunning visual 



IPIwtaWHo 


The Leader in Photo Publishing 


Versions are available for Windows®95, Intel/Pentium versions of Windows NT™, Windows®3.i and the 
Power PC under Windows NT™. For product information call 1-800-403-4835 or visit us on the World Wide 
Web at www.mgisoft.com. Available through Radio Shack Unlimited and other fine retailers. 


Babbage's 


&J6HBAP 


€OMPm% 


soft ware ^ 


* Estimated street price. © Copyright 1989-1996 MGI Software Corp. All rights reserved. PhotoWorks, the PhotoWorks logo and the MGI logo are trademarks of MGI Software Corp. All other product 
names are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective trademark holders. 

Circle 190 on reader service card. 









































It’s a first. Unlimited Internet access for the 
flat rate of $19.95 per month from a major 
national access provider... no other charges. 



Call now for your free software and we’ll give 
you 14 days to use Pipeline USA 
absolutely free. 



I ij t! Leading publications have applauded Pipeline 
software for being the easiest available. 

Ib You wi ^ too ‘ 


BSimxws 





IPELINE 


1 - 800 - 451-7471 DEPT. 418 

http://www.usa.pipeline.com 
Circle 289 on reader service card. 





















| GRAB A BOARD AND CATCH THE WAVE! | 

See that big, powerful thing heading right at you? It's multimedia. 
And you can either get on and ride it for all its worth, or just get 
pounded. The Paradise Pipeline 64 is a true 64-bit graphics 
and motion video accelerator that gives you unparalleled power 
and performance in multimedia, business, education and 
entertainment apps. So you can experience smooth MPEG full- 
motion video in a window scalable all the way to full screen. 
Pipeline 64 was designed and developed for Windows®95. So your 
Windows 95 programs will flat-out scream-even at resolutions 
to 1600 by 1200. And with up to 16.8 million colors, realistic 
images will practically jump off your monitor. Of course, Pipeline 
64 is backed by the same 5-year warranty covering all Paradise 
performance products. Call 1-800-978-3079 ext. 1238 for a 
complete list of retailers. 


•Mk»» 
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PHILIPS 


Circle 181 on reader service card. 


PARADISE 























conference 


rarrii 


Circle 328 on reader service card. 


Imagine the project where you 
all have the same vision, the 
same objectives, and the 
same notes. 


SoftBoard only looks and feels like an ordinary whiteboard. 
Whatever you create on a SoftBoard appears instantly on your ,® 
Windows™-based PC. Once it’s there, you can save it, print it, I 
cut and paste it, e-mail it, fax it, even network it to multiple sites® 
Use SoftBoard in collaborative discussions and brain-storming ! 
sessions. You can share information, create new ideas and keep! 
records without tedious transcribing. 


From personal to conference room sizes, wall or cubicle mount,® 
table top, or mobile, there's a SoftBoard to fit your needs: model! 
201, a full-size wall mounted version; model 203, integrated witfl 
a rolling stand; and model 205, a personal size version for youfl 
office wall, table top, or cubicle. 


SoftBoard model 201. using 
SBRemote conferencing software 


For our brochure and information on all our SoftBoard modela 
call 1-80D-334-4922 today. 
























"TriSpectives...deserves the killer-app label!" 

Stanford Diehl, BYTE Magazine, October 1995 



Complete OLE connectivity AND automation-drag & drop in 3D! Drag & drop IntelliShape™ modeling Professional illustrations - in 3D! 

I 


TriSpectives 

The New Standard for 3D 


TriSpectives M — the New Standard for 3D — is the first full-powered 3D drawing program for 
Windows® 95. By combining unprecedented 3D animation, illustration, and drawing features, 
TriSpectives is the ideal companion to your office suite. 

Use TriSpectives to: 

• Create professional 3D illustrations for posters, newsletters, flyers, and more. 

• Design realistic office layouts, retail-shelving designs, and virtual worlds for the Internet. 

• Develop high-impact 3D animations for presentations and multimedia projects. 



Visit us on the Internet at http://www.eye.com 


With TriSpectives, you'll draw faster, you'll use 3D for more than you can imagine, and you'll have fun doing it! 

APIS 


• 1,000 professionally designed IntelliShape 
3D models 

• Import/export filters for 3DS, AVI, BMP, DFF, DXF, EPS, GIF, 
JPEG, PCX, RAW, RTL, SAT, TGA, TIFF, Visual Basic, & VRML 

• 250 scaleable textures, colors ond surface finishes 

• 50 document templates 


"TriSpectives is the coolest 
product I've ever seen!* 

Karl Wood 

JWdnager Information Technology, Dana Corporation 

© 1995,3D/EYE, Inc. TriSpectives. IntelliShape, SmartMotion and SmartRender are trademu„w u „ u . 
Microsoft Corporation. All other product, brand or company names are registered trademarks or trademarks ( 


PC Connection 

eSGMEAl? UH 


Itl 30/EVE is a registered trademark of 3D/EYE, li 
smarts of their respective holders. TS-L013-95 

Circle 297 on reader service 


Limited Time Offer! 

$299.95* 

1-800-WIN95-3D 

or 716-871-5041 Ext. 6515 

60-Day Money-Bock Guarantee! 
Professional Version Also Available 


■ USS plus applicable-taxes ond shipping. Additional charges may apply for international customers. 

ACIS.® IS a reg istered tfacfemarkofSfetAlTECHtibiWY t«C Windows is a tegistereftodentarkfif 
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Windows 95 and Windows 3.1 are great productivity enhancers. 

But all it takes is a single GPF to offset all the gains of that wonderful interface. 

Avoid trouble with First Aid 95. From preparing to install Windows 95 to reconstructing pathnames for 
system components to heading off application problems, First Aid 95 makes Windows fulfill its promises. 

And users of Windows 3.1 can benefit from First Aid 95 by anticipating and avoiding over 10,000 
common software compatibility and configuration problems. 

First Aid 95 does for Windows and Windows applications what Norton Utilities does for your hard disk. 
Wherever you go today or tomorrow on your PC, the road 
will be smoother with First Aid 95. 

“Stellar. First Aid does a “Spectacular...a necessity... “First Aid came to the rescue, 

remarkable job of detecting just click on FIX and let the searching my hard drive, 

and preventing most software program do the repair. This is finding the misplaced DLL, 
conflicts....the plain truth is, so much easier than waiting and copying it to where it 

anyone who has ever had an on line for tech-support. ” belonged. Pretty amazing. ” 

hour’s worth of work wiped — r.l. Creighton —Steve Bass 

out by a GPF will want this Syndicated Columnist PC World 

program.’’ —Scott Arpajian 
Windows Sources 

CyberMedia, 2029 Century Park East, Suite 810, Century City, CA 90067 (800) 721-/ 
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It'll fit nicely in your briefcase. 



Hit the road with 
the affordable 
Slimnote 8 Series 

Now's the time to pack multimedia 
power with you when you're on the move. 
Because it's never been more affordable. 



Features 

■ 75 or 120MHz Intel Pentium” Processor 

■ 10.4" or 11.3" Super VGA display 

■ TV-out port 

■ Full docking capability 


[ Twinhead's Slimnote 8 Series delivers 
I price-performance no other notebook can 
I equal. Ask experts like PC Computing and 
L New Media and they'll tell you Slimnotes 
I are packed with all the features you need. 
I They're equipped with quad speed CD-ROM 
I drives, PCI graphic capabilities and a 
I long-lasting lithium battery. Open 
I preloaded Windows '95 and you'll view a 
I color rich screen. You'll hear your audio in 
I 16-bit stereo sound. 

I Slimnote 8 offers a level of performance 
I and value that can only be delivered 
I by a true manufacturer. All of our Slim- 
I notes are backed with our exclusive 
I ExpressCare program, providing you with 
I 48-hour service and toll-free support! 

B Twinhead Corporation, , 

B 1537 Centre Pointe Olive 
K Milpitas, CA 95035 
V’ Tel: 408.945.0808 
I Fax: 408.945.1080 



"Twinhead's Slimnote 875 TX 
packs more features than any 
portable PC we've seen... we 
would recommend it as a 
desktop replacement , thanks 
to it's multimedia prowess 
and rich feature set..." 

— PC Computing, August 1995 

PPComputing 

★ ★★★ 1 /2 


Tivinf 


Two steps ahead‘s 



■ Memory expansion to 64Mb 

■ Lithium ion battery technology 

■ 4X CD-ROM drive 

■ Removable hard disk drive 

■ Stereo audio with two speakers 

■ PCI bus architecture 

■ Optional hardware MPEG 

Cash in on portable multimedia power with 
the notebook that squeezes nicely into 
your budget. Call Twinhead toll-free today 
for a reseller near you. 

1-800-995-8946 M 
1-800-552-8946 (East) 









WINDOWS 95 


FTP Software and DeltaPoint 




FILE-CONVERSION UTILITY 

Keyview4.2 

RM Trolling the Internet for files without FTP Software’s 
Keyview 4.2 is like traveling internationally without 
H| your passport: You can try, but you won’t get very far. 
■Hi Without the proper viewer, you can’t open many of the 
more exotic file formats you encounter. Fortunately, Keyview 
is a viewing, conversion, and decompression utility that han¬ 
dles all the file formats you’re likely to find online. 

Keyview lets you automatically view more than 100 



file types, without requir¬ 
ing the applications in 
which they were created. 

It supports the most com¬ 
mon file formats, includ¬ 
ing GIF, JPEG, RTF, 

PDF, and HTML, plus 
esoteric formats like 
Siemens-Nixdorf Targon 
and MultiMate Advantage. 

Keyview converts files to or 
from more than 70 word 
processing and graphic for¬ 
mats. It’s also OLE 2.0- and 
Windows 95-compliant, and you can integrate it with Mes¬ 
saging API mail systems and most Web browsers. It can also 
decompress BinHex, UUencode, TAR, GZ, and Zip files. 

For all its power, however, Keyview has some short¬ 
comings. It can’t read files stored in the common DBF data¬ 
base file format, and there’s no support for VRML, a 
relatively new but important file format on the Web. These 
are nits, however. If you spend time online, Keyview is an 
essential part of your Internet toolkit. RICH SCHWERIN 


Keyview 4.2 

Pros: Lets you view and 
convert dozens of exotic 
online file formats. 

Cons: Lacks support for DBF 
and VRMLformats. 

Verdict: An essential 
utility for viewing various 
online files. 

$39 est. street price 
FTP Software 

[800) 282-4387, [508] 685-3300 
http://www.ftp.com 
Reader Service No. 7/8 
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BUSINESS GRAPHICS 

Drag ’n Draw 1.1 

Say, we remember you. Yeah, you were always 
l|^l scribbling away at your term papers an hour before 
RSI they were due. Now you promise the boss every- 
BSl thing by “tomorrow a.m.,” and you’re considering 
going back to caffeine pills to keep your word. 

Before you break out the Vivarin, consider Drag ’n 
Draw from DeltaPoint. Organizational charts, space plans, 
and technical drawings are minutes away. The drawing is 
already done—the dragging is up to you. There are plenty 


IV) File View Shapes Line. lest Draw W.rrdow Help jJft) 

uUlBl al tBial jg| »H»|a,| a -h 

i IT. l.n]pic4sivMoLoJalolDlDioi 

g 




Server 

1 -1 

y y 

L B 

a** JsL 

Dept. 3 Dept. 4 


of basic illustrations (called 
Smart Drawings) and 
ready-made templates to 
put them in. Select items 
from Drag ’n Draw’s 
libraries and shapes from 
the toolbar, slap in your 
own graphics, add the nec¬ 
essary text, and fire it off to 
the printer. 

Take advantage of the 
Colors and Shadow? dia¬ 
log box to punch up the 
dreary flowcharts some¬ 
one always insists on. Also handy are a number of often- 1 

used symbols you can import into the shapes you’ve I 
drawn. Changing the size of most of these objects is easy, I 

but changing their colors is another story. Many of the I 
Smart Drawings provided will appear in only one of the I 
limited colors in Drag ’n Draw’s palette. Likewise for ] 
anything from another application. Still, you’re better off I 
with Drag ’n Draw and a little sleep than with blown | 
deadlines and frayed nerves. mark baard 

ary 1996 I 

- 


Drag ’n Draw 1.1 

Pros: Simple drag-and-drop 
drawing. 

Cons: Smart Drawings 
color palettes don’t always 
take advantage of a rainbow 
of colors. 

Verdict: Guaranteed time- 
saver for folks who can’t 
draw. 

$79 est. street price 
DeltaPoint 

(800) 446-6955, (408) 648-4000 
Reader Service No. 7/9 
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MULTIPLE 

CHOICE. 


So you can load up multiple 
applications, encyclopedias, 
or audio CDs. And switch from 
one to another with a mouse 
click. It’s the easiest, most 


Introducing the Alps 
4X CD-ROM Changer. 

I The more choices you have, 
the more freedom, flexibility, 
and convenience you enjoy. 
And greater choice is exactly 
what the new Alps 4X CD-ROM 
[ Changer is all about. While 
most CD-ROM drives handle 
one disk at a time, the Alps 4X 
I CD-ROM Changer accommo¬ 
dates up to four CDs in a con¬ 
venient, portable magazine. 


efficient way to work, play, 
do research, and get more 
done, faster. Even better, you 
can buy extra CD-ROM maga¬ 
zines to organize, store, and 
protect your CD-ROM collec¬ 
tions. And in seconds, load 
anything from a suite of 
business applications to a 
collection of Bach suites. 

The versatility doesn’t 
end there. The Alps 4X 
CD-ROM Changer runs on 
today’s most popular platforms, 
including DOS, Windows® 3.1, 
and Windows 95. It handles a 
wide variety of formats, includ¬ 
ing audio CD, Photo CD," 
CD+, CD-i-Digital Video, and 
video CD. And it’s also easy to 
install, so you can do it your¬ 
self. The Alps 4X CD-ROM 
Changer fits any standard 
5.25" drive bay. It works with 
most standard sound boards. 
And everything needed for 
installation is included—user’s 


guide, software, enhanced IDE- 
compatible interface card, 
cables, and MultiPlayer” soft¬ 
ware for playing audio and 
video CDs with full on-screen 
control. Add a full-motion 
RealMagic™ card, and you can 
even play video in Windows 3.1. 

Finally, the 4X CD-ROM 
Changer is built to last because 
it’s built around a unique disc¬ 
changing mechanism created 
by Alpine Electronics, a world 


leader in automotive audio sys¬ 
tems. That’s why it has a level 
of dependability, sophistication, 
and advanced features un¬ 
matched by any other CD-ROM 
drive. To top it all off, it’s 
covered by an Alps one-year 
warranty. For details and the 
name of your nearest Alps 
dealer, call 1-800-720-ALPS 
(2577). And start enjoying free¬ 
dom of choice with the new 
Alps 4X CD-ROM Changer. 

ALPS 

3553 North First Street 
San Jose, CA 95134 
(800) 720-ALPS (2577) 
CompuServe: GO ALPS 
BBS: (408) 432-6424 
Internet: http://www.alpsusa.com 























Think Your System is Optimized? 
Think Again. 


Or better yet let Qualitas do the thinking for you. 
New Qualitas MAX 8 for Windows 95, Windows 
3.lx and DOS optimizes your system the way 
other RAM programs can’t. It safely manages 
system resources to your best advantage and 
maximizes Windows RAM, without any complica- 


Easily Beat Windows Memory Problems 

Windows requires low DOS memory for every 
single application. Even with systems with 
large amounts of RAM. So while you may have 
plenty of total memory available, you still get 
“insufficient system resources” errors. 

By making Windows use extended memory 
instead of low DOS, new Go Ahead technology 
lets you open more Windows applications at once. 
As a result, for the first time, you can fully use 
Windows OLE. 

Together with Qualitas’ updated, award¬ 
winning 386MAX features, you get the maximum 
possible amount of memory for both Windows and 
DOS applications running in Windows. So you 
can run all your memory-hungry programs like 
today’s hottest CD-ROM games, Norton Utilities, 
Internet software, and PC Tools. 



Take Your Performance to the MAX 

No more “Out of Memory” messages. No more 
guesswork in optimizing your Windows configuration. Just greater 
memory power and increased performance for Windows 95, 3.lx, 
and DOS. 

With full Plug ’n Play support, convenient toolbar display of 
system resources and smooth Windows installation and setup, 
Qualitas MAX 8 is the total solution for all of your current and 
future Windows needs. 

See your local dealer or call direct today. 

1-800-733-1377 


Available at: CompUSA • Computer City • Best Buy • 


All company and product names are trade 
© 1995 Qualitas, Inc. Qualitas, 7101 Wis 

http://www.qualitas.com info@qualita 


Qualitas 


The Intelligent 
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IF YOU HAVE A COPY 
MACHINE.YOU ALREADY 
KNOW HOWTO USE THIS 
ON-SCREEN PANEL 


Pick a finger, any finger. ; 

The Primax PaperEASE™ 
makes fast work of copy- , 
ing, faxing, scanning, 
e-mailing and electronic 
filing. Just insert your ' 
originals to start scanning. Up to 10 at a time. 
Panels like your copier and fax machine pop up 
for the quantity or fax number. That's all there 
is to it. PaperEASE does the rest. Want to make 
changes? No problem with the 
easy-to-use Control Panel. Simply 
drag the document onto your 
favorite word processor icon and 
drop. Xerox TextBridge™ OCR 
converts text on the fly. You're 
ready to edit right now. Want to 
create file catalogs with thumb 
nail previews? Or send e-mail? 
PaperEASE does it as fast as you can say it. Drag. 
Drop. You're done. Setup is just as easy. Install 
the SoftFile" software in 
Windows. Connect to your 
parallel port. And go to 
work. So before you buy 
a document scanner, com¬ 
pare PaperEASE. You won't 
find anything near as cap¬ 
able at anywhere near the price. Call today and 
I 32 Startl we " put y° ur finger °n the Primax 
I -- —. -I dealer nearest you. 
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THE INTERFACE IS SO 
INTUITIVE, YOU'LL FEEL LIKE 

A PRO IN SECONDS 




















Circle 187 on reader service card. 


J/S the world's smallest, most portable tape storage 
system. By far 


With Pereos, there's no limit to the number offiles, disk space, archiving old files or simply moving data 

Plications, utilities andpresentations you around-from office to office or office to home, 

take on the road. And no excusefor not If you use a notebook or a desktop - or both -you 

ing up - on the road or at your desk. need Pereos mu ^ we '® tdlyau 


with powerful, Windows’95 compatible data DATASONIX 

800floppies? that makes hackim ew5Dtonfc ^?l^^li of “ as * kC 


If you use a notebook PC, you simply 


management software that makes backing 
bw) U P am * mtorin Sy° ur critical data a breeze. 

It also makes Pereos perfect forfreeing up precious 


A Gigabyte of Data in the Palm of Your Hand 


Circle 225 on reader service card. 


It’s the world’s most versatile monitor. 
And now it’s 42% bigger. 


Presenting the Pivot 17007 The only 17"* monitor in the 
world - for Windows'" and Macintosh’ - that lets you choose the 
orientation that perfectly suits the work you do. 

In portrait mode, you can read a full-size 85"x lT’docu- 
ment without scrolling- at resolutions up to 1280 x 1024 with a 
remarkably sharp, crisp image. Which makes the Pivot 1700 ideal 
for things you do regularly- like word processing, desktop publish¬ 
ing, desktop faxing and e-mail. Not to mention pulling 
down pages from the World Wide Web. 

Pivot easily to landscape mode and you’re set for 
/spreadsheets, desktop video and more. 

The Pivot 1700 is compatible with all popular 
Windows graphics cards and standard Macintosh video. 

And, at about $999, it’s compatible with your budget. 

The Pivot 1700. Perfect. Any way you look at it. 

♦ 

Portrait 

See your dealer or call toll-free for product literature. 

800-858-7744 Ext.22 

http://www.portrait.com 





























Direct 

to You 

• Your Guide to Navigating the Direct Channel 

• Thousands of Products to Choose From 

• Service and Support Are a Phone Call Away 

• Hardware, Software, Peripherals, and More 


SPEC WATCH 


Laser Printers 



Pro Output: Nothing 
wows ’em like a professional¬ 
looking document. Whether 
it’s a letter, form, or some¬ 
thing you’re presenting to 
the board, you need attrac¬ 
tive text and graphics without having to wait 
hours. Technical Director Adam Meyerson 
explains the latest printing standards for resolu¬ 
tion, RAM, and speed, as well as which printer 
languages your laser should support. 245 


Spec Watch: Before 
your next hardware 
investment, check out 
our recommended specs: 

Desktop Systems....246 



PC COMPUTING 


241 

















Direct to You ADVERTISERS’ INDEX: 


VENDOR 

PAGE NO. 

HOURS 

PHONE NO. 

SYSTEMS 

Computer Discount Warehouse 

254-257 

M-F 7 a.m. - 9 p.m.; Sat 9-5 (CSD 

800-473-4CDW 

Creative Computers 

266-267 

Sun-Sat 24 Hours 

800-55-MALL 

DirectWare 

264-265 

M-F 5 a.m.-IO p.m.; Sat 6-10; Sun 9-6 PST 

800-590-9273 

USA Flex 

244 

M-F 24 Hours; Sat-Sun 9-4 p.m. (CSD 

800-723-0334 

First Source International 

258-259 

M-F 8-5; Sat 9-3 (PST) 

800-474-9866 


PERIPHERALS 


Computer Discount Warehouse 

254-257 

M-F 7:30-7:30; Sat 9-5 (CST) 

800-473-4CDW 

Creative Computers 

266-267 

Sun-Sat 24 Hours 

800-55-MALL 

DirectWare 

264-265 

M-F 5 a.m.-IO p.m.; Sat 6-10; Sun 9-6 PST 

800-590-9273 

First Source International 

258-259 

M-F 8-5; Sat 9-3 (PST) 

800-474-9866 

Future Micro 

250 

M-F 8:00-5:00 (PST) 

800-700-6502 

L.A. Trade 

248 

M-F 8-5; Sat 10-12 (PSD 

800-433-3726 


PRINTERS 


Creative Computers 

266-267 

Sun-Sat 24 Hours 

800-55-MALL 

DirectWare 

264-265 

M-F 5 a.m.-IO p.m.; Sat 6-10; Sun 9-6 PST 

800-590-9273 

First Source International 

258-259 

M-F 8-5; Sat 9-3 (PST) 

800-474-9866 

SOFTWARE 

Crosstalk / Attachmate 

260 

M-F 7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (PST) 

800-426-6283 

Creative Computers 

266-267 

Sun-Sat 24 Hours 

800-55-MALL 

DirectWare 

264-265 

M-F 5 a.m.-l 0 p.m.; Sat 6 -10; Sun 9-6 PST 

800-590-9273 

Computer Discount Warehouse 

254-257 

M-F 7:30-7:30; Sat 9-5 (CST) 

800-473-4CDW 

First Source International 

258-259 

M-F 8-5; Sat 9-3 (PST) 

800-474-9866 


Creative Computers 

266-267 

Sun-Sat 24 Hours 

800-55-MALL 

DirectWare 

264-265 

M-F 5 a.m.-l 0 p.m.; Sat 6-10; Sun 9-6 PST 

800-590-9273 

Future Micro 

250 

M-F 8:00-5:00 (PST) 

800-700-6502 

First Source International 

258-259 

M-F 8-5; Sat 9-3 (PST) 

800-474-9866 

L.A. Trade 

248 

M-F 8-5; Sat 10-12 (PST) 

800-433-3726 

Worldwide Technology 

269 

M-F 9-9; Sat 10-6 

800-636-6792 

NOTEBOOKS 

Creative Computers 

266-267 

Sun-Sat 24 Hours 

800-55-MALL 

DirectWare 

264-265 

M-F 5 a.m.-l 0 p.m.; Sat 6-10; Sun 9-6 PST 

800-590-9273 

First Source International 

258-259 

M-F 8-5; Sat 9-3 (PST] 

800-474-9866 

MAGITRONIC/PROCORP 

249 

M-F 9-7; Sat 10-3 (ESD 

800-240-9233 


STORAGE 


Creative Computers 

DirectWare 

First Source International 

Future Micro 

266-267 

264-265 

258-259 

250 

Sun-Sat 24 Hours 

M-F 5 a.m.-l 0 p.m.; Sat 6-10; Sun 9-6 PST 
M-F 8-5; Sat 9-3 (PSD 

M-F 8:00-5:00 (PSD 

800-55-MALL 

800-590-9273 

800-474-9866 

800-700-6502 

KEYBOARD/MONITOR SWITCHES 

DirectWare 

Rose Electronics 

264-265 

247 

M-F 5 a.m.-l 0 p.m.; Sat 6-10; Sun 9-6 PST 

M-F 8-5, (CSD 

800-590-9273 

800-333-9343 

ONLINE SERVICE 

AT&T ImagiNation Network 

CompuServe 

247 

251-253 

Mon - Sun 7 a.m. -11 p.m. PST 

M-F 6 a.m.-l 1 p.m.;Sat-Sun 10-5p.m. (CSD 

800-462-4461 

800-487-4838 

PCMCIA CARDS 

Creative Computers 

DirectWare 

First Source International 

266-267 

264-265 

258-259 

Sun-Sat 24 Hours 

M-F 5 a.m.-l 0 p.m.; Sat 6-10; Sun 9-6 PST 
M-F 8-5; Sat 9-3 (PSD 

800-55-MALL 

800-590-9273 

800-474-9866 


TRAINING P ROGRAMS _____ 

NRI Schools 261-263 M-F 8-5 (ESD 202-244-1600 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Spotlight on Direct To You 


DTY Queit GoMUMentGAsy, 


* thi& Month... 


Future Micro - “The Upgrade Experts” 



In today's competitive computer market 
place, Future Micro realizes that the key to 
the success of a direct company is 
customer service and support as well as 
competitive pricing. Placing an order 
over the telephone should be a friendly 
and convenient experience guided by an 
expert who understands your computing 
and application issues. This is why Future Micro 
offers a 100% compatibility guarantee and life time technical support. 


Future Micro offers a full range of products (see our ad in the Direct To You 
section) competitively priced to serve your computing demands ranging from the 
individual home office/users to small, medium and large business sites who 
require more complex technology and consultation. And because repeat 
business is our goal, we offer individual and corporate repeat buyer incentives. 

Future Micro's courteous and knowledgeable sales professionals are trained to 
help you purchase the right upgrade for your computer. Call us for CPU's, Hard 
Drives, Motherboards, Controllers, Graphic Accelerators, Memory or any other 
upgrade for your PC (including Packard Bell). Our sales team can be reached 
Monday through Friday 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and Saturdays 9:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. Pacific time. Call us toll free at 1-800-700-6507 for the latest 
available technologies and pricing. 


Look for direct shopping to be made even easier on Future Micro's home page 
on the World Wide Web! 













EXTENSA 450 D1 

Pentium 75,9.5"Active 340MB.S2014 

EXTENSA 550 Pentium 75,10.4" Duol Scan 540MB..S2394 
EXTENSA 550CDT Pentium 75,10.4" Active 540MB ..$3444 
TM4000 M 0X4/75,10 

TM4000MDX4/7S, 9.5" Active Color 455MB.... 


TM4000 M 0X4/75,10.5* Active Color 524MB.S2597 

TM4000 M 0X4/100,10.4" Active Color 524MB.$2767 

TI5000 Pentium 75,10.5" Dual Scan 524 MB.$2937 

T15000 Pentium 75,10.4" Active Color 810 MB.$4027 

TI5100 Pentium 90,10.4" Active Color 1.26B.$4597 


To order, call... 

FLEX 1-800-723-0334 

—- ssj g&BGHEI 


USA Flex, Inc., 444 Scott Dr, Bloomingdole, IL 60108 

Circle 292 on reader service card. 
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EYE-CATCHING PAGES 


Laser Printers: Quality First 


W e’ll cut to the chase here: Nothing beats a laser 
printer for professional-quality output. Sure, 
ink-jets deliver cheap color and acceptable text. 
But when it’s time to mail out that important contract, 
only a laser printer does your hard work justice. And the 
cost of laser technology won’t hold you back any longer. 


The new generation of laser printers 
offers high-quality output for less than 
$500. And just because these printers are 
cheap doesn’t mean you won’t get your 
money’s worth. Don’t settle for less than 
600-dpi resolution, and look for speeds 
of 4 to 6 pages per minute or faster. 
Expect the paper tray to hold at least 100 
sheets and handle both 8.5-by-l 1-inch 
and 8.5-by-14-inch paper. 

If you’ll be printing mostly simple 


text, then 512K of printer memory 
should be fine. However, if you plan to 
print grayscale graphics such as black- 
and-white photographs or shaded bar 
graphs, make sure the printer includes at 
least 2MB of memory; and for larger, 
full-page graphics, you’ll want 4MB. 
Check for PCL 5 support; it’s quickly 
becoming an industry standard. 

If you need faster print speeds, you can 
step up to a 6-ppm or 10-ppm, 600-dpi laser 


printer for between $700 and $1,200. These 
speedier models typically hold at least 200 
sheets of paper; some, such as Okidata’s 
new OL1200, hold as many as 600 sheets 
(see “Printers Get Personal,” page 140). The 
printer you choose should also let you add 
as much as 8MB of RAM for queuing 
longer print jobs. And if you’re serious 
about graphics, you may want to consider a 
PostScript option as well. 

To fully exploit any printer’s advanced 
features, make sure it comes with the 
proper drivers. Some of the older printers, 
for example, might not include drivers for 
Windows 95 or Windows NT. Be sure to 
check before you buy. 

Finally, examine the printer’s front-panel 
controls and software closely: Tasks like 
purging a print job or selecting a port 
should be easy to do without cracking open 
the documentation. adam MEYERSON 


LASER PRINTERS 


Resolution: 600 dpi. 
Speed: 4 to 6 ppm. 

Paper Tray: Holds 100 
sheets at a time and 
handles letter size (8.5 by 11 
inches) and legal size 
(8.5 by 14 inches). 

RAM: 512K of printer 
memory for text-only output, 
2MB fortext and graphics, 
and 4MB for full-page or 
detailed graphics. 

Drivers: Up-to-date drivers 
for your operating system. 

Printer Languages 
Supported: PCL 5 or 

optional PostScript. 


GET PROFESSIONAL OUTPUT FASTER THAN EVER 



Features and Options: 

1,200-dpi resolution if you need 
razor-sharp graphics, 6- to 10- 
ppm output, RAM expandable to 
8MB, 600-sheet paper tray. 


Usability: Easy-to-use, 
front-panel controls or—even 
better—software with error 
messages to indicate empty paper 
trays, paper jams, and soon. 
Newer printers are beefing up 
their software-based controls. 


Windows 95 Considerations.- 
Make sure Windows 95 drivers 
are included with the printer. In 
many cases, Windows 95 will 
detect and set up your printer 
automatically. 


p c c o 
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SPEC WATCH: 

Don’t Settle for Less Than These Specs 


HIGH-END DESKTOP SYSTEMS 



CPU: 100MHz to 166MHz 
Pentium. 


Features and Options: 

16-bit Sound Biaster- 
compatible sound card, 
four available half¬ 
height 5.25-inch drive 
bays, 21-inch monitor, 
graphics accelerator with 
4MB of RAM, six-speed 
CD-ROM drive. 

Usability: Flash BIOS 
for easy upgrades, 
tool-free cover removal, 
upgradable CPU socket, 
easy access to SIMMs. 


RAM: 16MB. 


Secondary CPU Cache: 256K. 

Display: 17-inch, 1,024 by 768 
at 72Hz or higher refresh rate. 

Video Card: 64-bit PCI 
graphics, 2MB of VRAM or 
WRAM, 72Hz or higher refresh. 

Hard Drive: 1GB EIDE or 
SCSI-2. 

Bus: Six slots including two PCI. 


Plug and Play BIOS lets 
Windows 95 reconfigure 
motherboard resources 
if a conflict arises. Even 
without a Plug and Play 
BIOS, Windows 95 can 
detect resources and 
reconfigure a Plug and 
Play peripheral. Note 
that many Plug and Play 
BIOSs came out long 
before Windows 95. 
Check your BIOS date 
and upgrade it if a newer 
version is available. 


ENTRY-LEVEL DESKTOP SYSTEMS 


“ 



CPU: 75MHz Pentium. 


Features and Options: 

16-bit Sound Blaster- 
compatible sound card, 
four available 5.25-inch 
drive bays, 2MB of 
memory on graphics 
accelerator. 

Usability: Flash BIOS 
for easy upgrades, 
tool-free cover removal, 
upgradable CPU socket, 
easy access to SIMMs. 


RAM: 8MB expandable to 
32MB, 72-pin SIMMs. 

Secondary CPU Cache: 256K. 

Display: 15-inch, 800 by 600 
at 72Hz or higher refresh rate. 

Video Card: 64-bit graphics 
accelerator, 1 MB of DRAM, 
72Hz or higher refresh rate at 
all resolutions. 

Hard Drive: 500MB EIDE. 


Windows 95 
Considerations: A 
Plug and Play BIOS lets 
Windows 95 reconfigure 
motherboard resources 
if a conflict arises. Even 
without a Plug and Play 
BIOS, Windows 95 can 
detect resources and 
reconfigure a Plug and 
Play peripheral. Note 
that many Plug and Play 
BIOSs came out long 
before Windows 95. 
Check your BIOS date 
and upgrade it if a newer 
version is available. 


Bus: Six slots including two PCI. 


NETWORK APPLICATION SERVERS 



Features and Options: 

Multiprocessor 
architecture, RAID Level 
5, Wide SCSI-2, DAT 
backup, uninterruptible 
power supply, two 
half-height and two full- 
height 5.25-inch drive 
bays with front-panel 
access, locking cabinet, 
integrated SCSI controller, 
Ethernet controller. 


CPU: 100MHz, 120MHz, or 
133MHz Pentium. 

RAM: 32MB expandable to 
256MB, 72-pin SIMMs. 

Secondary CPU Cache: 512K. 


Usability: Server- 
management software, 
flash BIOS for easy 
upgrades, hot-swappable 
hard disks, upgradable 
CPU socket, easy access 
to SIMMs. 


Display: 14-inch, capable of 
640-by-480-pixel resolution. 

Video Card: 512K of RAM. 
Hard Drive: 2GB SCSI-2. 
CD-ROM Drive: Quad-speed. 

Bus: Eight slots with a 
combination of EISA and PCI. 


Windows 95 
Considerations: You 
don’t need a server for 
peer-to-peer networks. 
All you need are network 
cards—Ethernet, for 
example—and the 
appropriate cabling. 
Client drivers include 
support for NetWare, 
Windows NT, Banyan 
VINES, and SunSoft. 


NETWORK FILE SERVERS 



CPU: 66MHz 486DX2 or 
75MHz Pentium. 


Features and Options: 

Server-management 
software, RAID Level 5, 
Wide SCSI-2, DAT backup, 
uninterruptible power 
supply, two half-height 
and two full-height 
5.25-inch drive bays 
with front-panel access, 
locking cabinet, integrated 
SCSI controller, Ethernet 
controller, two COM 
ports, one parallel port, 
keyboard, and mouse. 


Usability: Flash BIOS for 

RAM: 16MB expandable to easy upgrades, hot- 
128MB, 72-pin SIMMs. swappable hard disks 

^ upgradable CPU socket, 

Secondary CPU Cache: 256K. easy access to SIMMs 


Display: 14-inch, capable of 
640-by-480-pixel resolution. 

Video Card: 512K of RAM. 
Hard Drive: 2GB SCSI-2. 
CD-ROM Drive: Quad-speed. 

Bus: Eight slots with a 
combination of EISA and PCI. 


Windows 95 
Considerations: You 
don’t need a server for 
peer-to-peer networks. 
All you need are network 
cards—Ethernet, for 
example—and the 
appropriate cabling. 
Client drivers include 
support for NetWare, 
Windows NT, Banyan 
VINES, and SunSoft. 






















HIGH-SPEED MODEMS 

Transmission Rate: 

14.4Kbps for small-file 
downloads; 28.8Kbps 
for large-file downloads, 

Internet access, and remote 
control/remote access. 

Supported Standards: Data 
speed of V.32bis for 14.4Kbps, 
or V.34 for 28.8Kbps. Error 
correction of V.42; data 
compression of V.42bis; 

CCITT Group 3 Class 1, 

Class 2, and CAS [fax]. 

Compatibility: Flayes AT 
command set. 

Features and Options: 

Integrated voice, data, 
and fax; onboard digital 
signal processor; on 
, internal modems, 16550 

UART. For external 
modems, get a fast 1/0 
card with the 16550 

UART chip. 

Usability: LCD readout on 
external models, Windows 
software with support for 
Zmodem, Ymodem, 

Xmodem, and Kermit. 

Built-in scripts for 
CompuServe and MCI. 

Support for calling cards. 
Software setup on 
internal modems (no 
jumpers). 

Windows 95 

Considerations: 

Windows can 
automatically detect 
most of today's modems 
without requiring any 
special features. 


DESKTOP MONITORS 



Size: 17-inch; 20- to 21 -inch 
for CAD, desktop publishing, or 
graphics applications. 
Resolutions: 1,024 by 768 for 
17-inch; 1,280 by 1,024 for 20- 
and 21 -inch; 1,600 by 1,280 for 
CAD and document imaging. 
Dot Pitch: 0.28mm or smaller 
for 17-inch, 0.31mm or 
smaller for 20- and 21 -inch. 


Features and Options: 

Support for MPRII low- 
emissions standards, 
compliance with EPA 
Energy Star requirements, 
ability to save settings 
for various resolutions 
and refresh rates. 

Usability: Adjustable 
tilt-and-swivel base, 
antiglare coating, 
onscreen controls. 

Windows 95 
Considerations: 

Plug and Play support 
lets Windows 95 
automatically identify 
a monitor (a Plug and 
Play graphics card is 
required) and select the 
proper video resolution. 


Vertical Refresh Rate: 72Hz 
or higher at all resolutions. 

Tube Type: Flat-square 
orTrinitron. 



pounds in 10 m 


with a Rose keyboard monitor switch 


Call today for free catalog 

♦ Print servers 

♦ Data switches 

♦ Keyboard/video control 

800 - 333-9343 


P.O. Box 742571 ♦ Houston, Texas 77274 
TEL 713/933-7673 ♦ FAX 713/933-0044 


Streamline your computer room by reducing excess equipment. 
Access up to 256 CPU’s from a single keyboard, monitor, and 
mouse. ServeView is our best-selling switch, has every feature 
you can imagine, and installs in minutes. Compare price, fea¬ 
tures, performance, quality, and support and you’ll find Rose 
can’t be beat. 

Call us to discuss your application ROSE 

or to receive your free information kit. ELECTRONICS 


Circle 1 S3 on reader service card. 
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DEC, Sun, Zenith, Acer, NEC and Epson 
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ZENITH MEMORY MODULES 


CUSTOMER SERVICE & TECHNICAL: OPEN M 
All products brand new & guaranteed • We buy excess mv«moiy 

Trademarks are registered with their respective companies. 
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Supports 75MHz to 120MHz Pentium 
Processors 




• Larger viewing area 

11.3* DSTN or 10.4 TFT color display, 
800x600 resolution 

• Removable hard disk drive 

Supports 524MB to 1.3GB for easy 
upgrade 

• Multimedia-ready 

True 16-bit stereo sound, Sound Blaster 
Pro’" compatible, built-in microphone 
and speakers 

• Duracell Smart Battery 

Rechargeable Duracell DR-36 Ni-MH 

• Infrared Port 

Easily access/transfer data to infrared 
support peripherals. 

• MPEG 1-Ready 

Ready to receive drop-in adapter 
module for full motion, full screen TV 
quality video, (optional) 

• Quad-speed CD-ROM Drive 

• Built-in Trackpad 

• MIDI/Game Port Ready 

• 2 Year Warranty* 

*ICD, Battery, FDD one year warranty. 

• 30 Day Money Back Guarantee 


Sales Hours: 

9am-7pm Mon. through Fri.; 
10am-3pm Saturday (EST); 
Customer Service: 

9am-6pm Mon. through Fri. 
1630 Pleasant Hill Rd„ 

Suite 180-180 
Duluth, Georgia 30136 
Phone: 1-800-240-9233 
Fax: (770) 441-1145 


600 SERIES PENTIUM® 

PROCESSOR BASED 4XCD-ROM NOTEBOOK 



75MHz Pentium Processor 

• 11.3* Dual Stan Color 

• 8MB RAM expandable to 40MB 

• 540MB Hard Disk Drive 


s 2649 


90MHz Pentium Processor 

• 11.3* Dual Scan Color 

• 16MB RAM expandable to 40MB 

• 810MB Removable Hard Drive 


120MHz Pentium Processor 

• 10.4" Active Matrix Color 

• 16MB RAM expandable to 40MB 

• 1.3GB Hard Disk Drive 


s 3099 s 3899 



DONT FORGET BACK-UP BATTERIES! 

Long-lasting DURACELL batteries make your Magitronic 
600 Series Notebook more portable. Get the security of a 
DURACELL bock-up bottery today. To order, call your 
ProCorp Representative or coll 1-800-603-8225 (24 
hours a doy, 7 days a week). 


1 - 800 - 240-9233 

PROCORF** 

#1 Authorized Dealer 
of Masitronic Systems 
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Call the Upgrade Experts 

• We Guarantee the Right Upgrade for Your 
PC or Your Money Back! 


MONTHLY SPECIALS 


Pentium Mother Board Upgrades 


I PENTIUM 8-30 Pin, 4-72 Pin motherboard !!! FM-486 or GA-486 

P75-166.$219 30 0 r 72 Pin Version w/Fan 

! 586 Motherboard W/IDE 10 */ 4 ? 6 ™ ™ 


| 3 PCI, 4 ISA, 2 EIDE, FDD, PS/2 Mouse Port 
I 2 16550 Ser, 1ECP/EPP Par,256k-512k Cache, Standard 
I or EDO Rnm, Pipeline Burst Cache Avail. 

1 Award Flash BIOS, Intel Triton Chipset 
I 75-166AAhz 


| GA-586ATEP (Pipeline Cache).... 


4 PCI, 4 ISA Slots, 2 PCI IDE Controllers 
2 16550 Ser, lEPPPor, FDD Support 
Intel Triton Chipset, AMI Flash BIOS 
75-180Mhz, PS/2 Mouse/KYB Version Avoiloble 
Pipeline Burst Cache, 256 to 512k Coche.$309 


I flrlft Z7HU JV.JI t/llly y I 7 7 W/ I Oiiiiwiii uuuiuj I 

CALL FOR INFO ON DAILY SPECIALS AND BIOWOUTS 


S2/9 npemie ouibi ujuib, l jo iu j i u 

$289 With Adoptee 2940 PCI SCSI odd. 


$200 


I GA-586AM PCI-ISA 

1 4 PCI, 4 ISA, 2 EIDE, FDD, VRM 
I 2 16550 Ser, 1 ECP/EPP Pot,256k-l mb Coche, Pipeline 
i Burst Coche Option, EDO Support 
I Aword Flash BIOS, UAAC 8890B Chipset 
I 75-150Mhz... 


New 30 Pin Pentium MB 

PENTIUIMMBO 8-30 PIN, 4-72 PIN Simms 
3 PCI, 4 ISA, PCI IDE/10 W/16550, SIS Chipset, 

AMI BIOS, EDO or Standard SIMMS, Pipeline or 
$18? Standard Cache, 256K-512K, P75-P166.$219 


I Trident PCI/VLB/ISA 1MB. 

Diamond 

Stealth 64 PCI/VEB Video VRAM 2/4MB. 

Stealth 64 PCI/VtB VideoDRAM 1/2MB. 

D PCI VnAM/DRAM .... 


ATI 


I Sound Boards 

Diamond 16 MCD/1DE. 

Sound Blaster 16 MCD/IDE(Vibro). 

Sound Blaster 16 SCSI-2. 

Sound Blaster AWE 32 VE. 


I Mach 64 VRAM PCI/VLB 2/4MB.... 
Mach 64 DRAM PCI/VLB 1/2MB .... 


.... $279/489 L 
.... $169/239 I 


CD-ROM Drives 


I 4 PCI, 3 ISA, 16 bit stereo snd, On Board Super 
I 10, Standard or EDO RAM, Windows 95 ready, 

' urn 75-133.. 


BAREBONES 


486 MOTHERBOARDS 


I - 14.4 Int Fox/Modem. 

14.4 Int Voice Fox/Modem.... 
28.8 Int Fox/Modem.... 


■ FM-48618/30) pin or GA-486VS (4/72 pin) 

■ 3 VL Slots, 7 total, 256k Coche, Exp. to 512k 

■ AMI BIOS, SIS Chipset, 3.3&5 Volt 

1 Deep Green, Accepts ail 486 Chips 8 P24T.$129 

■ w/5!2k-- --$20$ 


I NEW 

FM-486 PCI (30 pin or 72 pin) 

3 PCI, 4 ISA 

Built in PCI EIDE, FDD & HFSpeed I/O 
256k Coche, Exp. to 512k 
Award BIOS, UMC Chipset, Deep Green 
3.3/5 Volt Switchahle 


6X SPEED. 

XM5302 4X IDE. 

Mitsumi, Sony, Panasonic, Teoc 2X lntetnol 

Mitsumi, Teac, Sony 4X AT/IDE. 

4X lntetnol SCSI. 

16 watt speakers with volume/bess/treble..$2 


. $221 


UseYour Existing Drives/Periptrerals/Nlemory 

I Includes^ Cose w/digitol disploy (586-Mid Iwi, 486-Mini) 2 Hi Speed Seriol ™ ,,,, iuA/mwub>>>. 

jPorts, EPP/ECP for. Trident 9440SVGA 1 mb (Stealth64 opitonot) 4EIDE X 2 FDD >28.8 Int Voice Fnx/Modem 
Controllet(SCSIoptionol)2S6kCodre BUS Robotics Spo.mnZ8.lvc 

PENTIUM PROCESSOR BAREBONES . 

Super P55CM 90/100/120/133/1SO.$699/779/999/Call 

GA586ATEP/lntel 75/90/100/I20/133/150.S479/579/679 -—- — 

J vy rrvpnu zn Watt SPKRS AX IDE CD-ROM, 60 Watt SPKRS 

W/T 44 FDDoS$3°4xfflR0MS»ir.”. 1 .$219 116 Bit Snd (Sound Blaster / Diamond), Grolliers '96 16 Bit Snd (Sound Blaster / Diamond), Grolliets '96 Encydop* 1 

■ Encyclopedia & 24CD Gome Pock.$459 24CD Gome Pack .......->9 


MULTI MEDIA KITS 


486 BAREBONES 

GA486VS (72 pin) 66/80/100/120..$289/339/389/call 
MIT48G (8-30pln, 2-72) same prices asGA486VS — - 

Jay 

I VLB IOE/IO Enh Par & 16550*s 
I PCI IDE/10 Combo & 16650 .. 


HARD DISK CONTROLLERS 


.$15/539 


SCSI 

Adaptec 

AHA 2940W PCI.... 

AHA-2940U PCI. 

AHA-2842 VLB. 

AHA-3940 PCI. 


CAU FOUATESrPMCt/iq 

i Intel . 

I Pentium 120/133/150 .S385/590/CALL I 

■ Pentium 90/100 .S279/335 I 

■ Pentium 60/66/75 .199/199/199 I 

■ P24T(Pentiom Overdrive) 63/83Mhz.S249/269 | 


$109/159 



._Jl 4mb/8mb/16mb... 139/254/c 

72 Pin SIMMs 

1 X 36 60/70/80ns (4mb).$159/149/135 

. 1 X 32 60/70/80ns (4mb).$149/145/135 

I 2 X 36 60/70/80ns (8mb).. . 

1 2X32 60/70/80PS (8mh). 

4 X 36 60/70ns (16mb) 

(16mb) 

(32mb) 

(32mb) 


HARD DRIVES LASER PRINTER MEMORV 


.$289/275/275 1 
$289/279/259 | 

. $555/549 B 

. $495/479 I 

.$1219/1199 1 

.$1060/999 | 


4 X 32 60/70ns 
8 X 36 60/70ns 
8X32 60/70ns 

30 Pin SIMMs 

1 X 3 60/70/80ns (lmb).. 

1 X 9 60/70/80ns (lmb).. 

4X3 60/70ns (4mb). ■ 

4X9 60/70/80ns (4mb).$149/140/135 

DRAM & VRAM (fits Packard Bell) 

256k X 4 70/80ns, 1 X 1 70/80ns.$6 

256k X 4 70/80ns 28 Ho VRAM ZIP. 

256k X 16 70os ZIP/SOJ (2WE or 2CAS)... 


. $45/35/30 I 

. $45/40/35 1 

....$135/130 | 



Future Micro, Inc. 2691 Richter Ave. #118, Irvine CA, 92714 
(714)622-9130 FAX (714) 622-9143 
Customer Service /Tech Support (714) 622-9136 
30 Day Money BackGuaantee 

rkfeeonnciKlefeclMeetuns NoiefundsatteaOdays. St« 


Maxtor 

1260A 1260MB 12ms, 4500rpm, IDE. 

7850A 850MB 12ms, 3551 rpm, IDE. 

7540AV 540MB 12ms, 3551 rpm, IDE. 

Western Digital 

AC2635 635MB11ms, 4500rpm, IDE.. 

AC2850 850MB 14ms, 4500rpm, IDE.. 

AC312001280MB 10MS, 4500rpm, IDE. 

AC31600 1620MB 10ms, 5200, IDE. 

540A 540MB 12ms, 4500rpm, IDE. 

850A 850MB15ms, 3600rpm, IDE. 

1275A 1.3GB 14ms, 3600rpm, IDE. 

1080S1GB Urns, S400ipm, SCSI. 

2147S 2.1GB 9ms, 5400rpm, SCSI. 

4207S 4.2GB 9ms, 7200rpm, SCSI.$1089 | 

Seagate 

3660A 540MB 12ms, 381 lrpm, IDE.... 

31220A1GB 12ms, 4500rpm, IDE. 

31230N 1GB 9ms, 5411rpm, SCSI. 

32550N 2.1GB 9ms, 541 lrpm,SCSI.... 

Quantum 

540MB Lightning Urns EIDE. 

1GB Fireball 12ms, 5400tpm, EIDE. 

1GB Fireball II ms, 5400tpm, SCSI. 

2.1GB SCSI 8ms, 7200rpm. 

4.2GB SCSI 8.5ms, 7200rpm.$1019 | 

IOMEGA ZIP Drive ... 

Call for Micropolis & Laptop Drives | 


HP II,IID & HP IIP,IIP 

2MB $95, 4MB $169 
HP4L 1 MB $50 
HP4 Series 2MB $85, 4MB $165, 8MB $333 

l eaa c_oczi/cco 1 


HPDeskJet 500 Series 256K $59 
Panasonic 4410, 4420, 4430, 44501 

2MB $115, 4MB $185 

Epson AL II, 1000,1100,1500,1600 
5000,5200,7000,8000 

2MB $125, 4MB $199 

-, OKI & More CAU 


i FUTURE MICRO D1FFERENC 
©Easy Installation Inatrac 
[ ©Free Technical Assiatanr 
©30 Day Money Back Guarantee 
©Overnight Delivery Availal 
©Accept PQ's from Corporal 
Gov't and Educational Inat. 
©Cutting Edge Technology 
©No Surcharge on Credit Cards 


Se Habla Espanol 

FDiidriS ' 


800 - 700-6507 


Circle 243 on reader service card. 
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“As far as 1 know, 
today the better teams 
beat the worse ones. 
Back to you Vern!’ 


I want CompuServe now! Send me my free software and 10 free hours of service today. 


Name Company 


Address 


City, State/Province 



For deeper answers, enter CompuServe. 

Mail this card or call 1-800-487-4838. 
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Internet access and 


Day Phone Evening Phone 

□ Windows □ Mac DOS/2 □ CD ROM □ Other_ 

New members only. One free membership per household, please. 

#PCCMP 2/96 


ve has the strongest 
Vorld Report, Sports 

npuServe 
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Call the Upgrade Experts 

: We Guarantee the Right Upgrade for Your 
PC or Your Money Back! 


Pentium Mother Board Upgrades 


3 PCI, 4 ISA, 2 EIOE, FDD, PS/2 Mouse Port 
216550 Ser, 1ECP/EPP Pnr,256k-512k Coche, Standard 
I or EDO Rom, Pipeline Burst Codie Avail. 

I Award Flash BIOS, Intel Triton Chipset 

75-166Mhz.$229 

| GA-S86ATEP (Pipeline Cache) 


4 PCI, 4 ISA Slots, 2 PCI IDE Controllers 
2 16550 Ser, 1EPP Par, FDD Support 
Intel Triton Chipset, AMI Flash BIOS 
75-180Mhz, PS/2 Mouse/KYB Version Available 

Pipeline Burst Coche, 256 to 512k Coche.$309 

With Adoptee 2940 PCI SCSI odd.$200 


MONTHLY SPECIALS 


PENTIUM 8-30 Pin, 4-72 Pin motherboard !!! FM-486 or GA-486 

P75-166.$219 30 or 72 Pin Version w/Fon 

586 Motherboard W/IDE 10 


w/Pentium 100 at 


AHA 2940 SCSI only $199 w/Pentium Boards! 


CALL FOR INFO ON DAILY SPECIALS AND BLOWOUTS 




GA-586AM PCI-ISA 


4 PCI, 4 ISA, 2 EIDE, FDD, VRM 

* 

2 16550 Ser, 1 ECP/EPP Por,256k-l mb Cache, Pipeline , 

Burst Cache Option, EDO Support 

Award Flash BIOS, UMC8890B Chipset 

75-150Mhz. 

J 

Intel Endeavor 

■ 

4PCI, 3 ISA, 16 bit stereo snd, On Board Super 
10, Standard or EDO RAM, Windows 95 reody. 


Pentium 75-133... 

.$355b 

486 MOTHERBOARDS 

| FM-486( 8/30) pin or GA-486VS (4/72 pin)! 1 

3 VI Slots, 7 total, 256k Cache, Exp. to 512k 

AMI BIOS, SIS Chipset, 3.3S5 Volt 

Deep Green, Accepts ail 486 Chips & P24T. 

w/512k . 

-$129® 
...$205 ® 

NEW 

-^1 

FM-486 PCI (30 pin or 72 pin) S 

3 PCI, 4 ISA 

Built in PCI EIDE, FDD & HESpeed I/O 

256k Coche, Exp. to 512k 

Award BIOS, UMC Chipset, Deep Green 

3.3/5 Volt Switchnble 

Accepts all 486 Chips & P24T. 

....Sisvl 


II BIOS, EDO or Standard SIMMS, Pipeline 


I Trident PCIAIB/ISA 1MB.$79 ■ 

Diamond 

Stealth 64 PCI/VIB Video VRAM 2/4MB.$279/485 ■ 

Stealth 64 PCI/VIBVideoDRAM 1/2MB.S149/S199 ■ 

Diamond EDGE 30 PCI VRAM/DRAM. CALL H 

ATI 

Mach 64 VRAM PCI/VLB 2/4MB. S279/489 ■ 


Sound Boards 

Diamond 16 MCD/IDE. 

Sound Blnster 16 MCD/ID£(Vibro). 

Sound Blaster 16 SCSI-2. 

Sound Bluster AWE 32 VE. 

Sound Blaster 32. 

CD-ROM Drives 


BAREBONES 


.CALL: 


PENTIUM PROCESSOR BAREBONES 

per P55CM 90/100/120/133/150.$699/779/999/Call 
GA586ATEP/lntel 75/90/t00/120/133/150.$479/579/679 


■ ' :■ Modem. 

14.4 Int Voice Fox/Modem.... 
Fox/Modem. 


I 6 X SPEED. 

XM5302 4X IDE. 

Mitsumi, Sony, Punosonic, leoc 2X Internal 

Mitsumi, Teac, Sony 4XAT/IOE. $149] 

4X Internal SCSI. 

I 16 watt speakers with volume/hass/treble 


MULTI-MEDIA KITS 


#/1.44FDDcdd$35,4xCDR0M»16.$219 


486 BAREBONES 

(72 pin) 66/80/100/120..S289/339/389/call 
MIT486 (8-30pin, 2-72) same prices asGA486VS 

„ 30 Pin) 66/80/100/120.S319/369/419/4491 
Id $35, 4X CD-ROM &16 bit snd $229 1 


16 Speed Kit Quad Speed Kit 

6 X CD-ROM, 60 Watt SPKRS 4X IDE CD-ROM, 60 Watt SPXRS 

16 Bit Snd (Sound Blaster / Diamond), Grolliers '96 16 Bit Snd (Sound Blnster / Diamond), Grolliers '96 Encyclopedia S 

I Encyclopedia & 24CD Game Pock. .$459 24CD Gome Pock.$242 


HARD DISK CONTROLLERS 


IDE 


ISA IDE/10 High Speed. 

ISAEIDE w/BIOS. 

VIB IDE/10. 

VLB IDE/10 Enh Par & 16550's.. 
PCI IDE/10 Combo 8 16650 . 


AHA 2940W PCI.... 

AHA-2940U PCI. 

AHA-2842 VLB. 

AHA-3940 PCI. 


CAU FOR CAnsrPRICtAiq 

I Intel 

Pentium 120/133/150 .$385/590/ 

Pentium 90/100 . 

Pentium 60/66/75 .1 

P24T(Pentium Overdrive) 63/83Mhz. 

4860X4-75/100 . 

486DX2-66. 

486DX2-50. 

486DX-50. 

486DX-33. 

486SX-25/33 . 

OverDrive ODP/ODPR. 

AMD/Cyrix 

486DX4-I00/I20. 

486DX2-80. 

486DX2-66. 

I 4860X2-50 . 

I Cyrix 586-120 . 

I Cyrix 586-100 . 

I Cyrix DX4-100. 


HARD DRIVES LASER PRINTER MEMORY 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 


FIRST CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 407 COLUMBUS, OH 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 



ColUor Latest CPU Pricing/Info/S 



COMPUSERVE 

SPBRC #PCCMP 2/96 

5000 ARLINGTON CENTRE BLVD 

PO BOX 20961 

COLUMBUS OH 43220-9910 


Future Micro, Inc. 

(714} 62 c 

Customer Serv 

30C 
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enter COMPUSERVE. CALL 1-800-487-4838 FOR FREE SOFTWARE AND 10 FREE HOURS. 


“As far as I know, 
today the better teams 
beat the worse ones. 
Back to you Vern’.’ 


Sometimes life calls for deeper answers ► 


Sports Illustrated Magazine 


Computers 

Entertainment 

Shopping 


If you thought all online services were the same, think again. For just $9.95 a month, CompuServe gives you Internet access and 
more detailed information on the subjects you're interested in than any other online service. Because CompuServe has the strongest 
relationship with the best sources for news, sports and entertainment, you’re always plugged in to US News & World Report, Sports 

Illustrated and People Magazine, just to name a few. Don’t be left only half-informed ever again. GompuSeiVe 

an h&r block company 





























COMPUTER DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 


/CDWV 


WHY PAY RETAIL? 
CDW SELLS FOR LESS 


28,800 bps 
PCMCIA 
Fax Modem with 
XJACK® 



♦ Data: V.34 (28.8Kbps) and 
V.32bis (14.4Kbps) ♦ Fax: 14.4K 
bps send/receive ♦ Flash ROM field 
upgradeable ♦ Auto installation and 
configuration ♦ Hot swappable 

♦ Includes data/fax software for 
Windows® ♦ Five-year warranty and 
unlimited free technical support from 
Megahertz 


$287.28 



S21L88 COW48138 g ^os w 
891.87 COW280Z 
SS5STJS- $108.91 COW2734 

Mew/ 

3-YEAR 





Play Lq!us SniartSuite V4 0 WIN upg -- W7.23 Kcnl v! 0 S?N ..ag-iiwi " ftS 

DX1495, 14" 0X1595,15” win. 


WE SELL 
FOR LESS 
& SERVICE 
YOU BETTER! 


(800)886-4CDW~f 


Call for T 
your FREE 
CDW S catalog 
today! 


cm 

talog 

'JM 


If You Find a Better Price, Call CDW® Before You Buy! 









































WIN WITH CDW" 
AND COMPAQ 9 ! 



COMPAQ 

ProLinea e 
Series 

Entry-level quality 
and reliability 

♦ 75MHz Intel Pentium® processor (575<. 

♦ 100MHz Intel Pentium® processor (5100e) ♦ 120MHz 
Intel Pentium® processor (5120e) ♦ RAM: 8MB RAM std., 

136MB max. ♦ Internal expansion slots: one PCI/ISA; two 

ISA ♦ Drive bays: 2 external; 1 internal ♦ PCI local bus video, 1MB DRAM std., 

♦ PCI Enhanced IDE controller ♦ Included software: Pre-loaded Windows 95 and m 

♦ Three-year limited warranty 

630MB hard drive .... $ 1389.00 CDW 60601 1,06GB hard drive ... $ 1808.00 
1.06GB hard drive ... $ 1582.00 CDW 60602 630MB hard drive .... $ 1876.00 
630MB hard drive .... $ 1649.00 CDW606O3 1.06GB hard drive... $ 2034.00 

Ask your CDW Account Executive about the complete ProLinea line up! 




Heady for business :rrtO 
today and tomorrow ^rpj. 

♦ 75MHz Intel Pentium* 
processor (575) ♦ 100MHz ! 

Pentium® processor (5100) ♦ 256KB Level 2 
’ ‘ ’ ' n slots: 2 PCI/ISA; : 



Compaq Direct 
Giveaway and win a 
Compaq multimedia 
system 

weekly Compaq Direct 
Giveaway drawing and win one 
ten Compaq multimedia PC syste 
complete with color monitor. 
We’ll draw the name 
of a lucky winner e 


cdw 60604 all ten systems have been a 
Mo purchase necessai 

CDW 60605 

visit our WWW site at http:// may.htm 

CDW 60606 ° r aska CDW At 


COMPAQ 

Contura 
400 Series 


♦ 420: IntelDX4" 75MHz CPU ♦ 430: 
IntelDX4" 100MHz CPU ♦ 8MB RAM 
std., 32MB max. ♦ Weight 6.26 lbs. ♦ 

420C, 420MB hard drive, 

10.4* dual-scan color display 




$2497.00 

$3073.00 

$2881.00 

$3553.00 


Call CDW today 
for the complete 
notebook lineup! 


COMPAQ. LTE Elite 




♦ IntelDX4” 75MHz processor ♦ 9.5” dual scan color display 
♦ 8MB RAM std. 32MB max. ♦ Integrated AC adaptor 
Weight: 6.73 lbs ♦ 3 year limited warranty 


Compaq SmartStation 


$2785.00 CDW 52498 
$3169.00 CDW 52499 
$673.00 CDW 58357 


The Intel Inside* Logo and Pe 


Registered Trademarks of Intel Corporation 


(800)886-4CDW 

“ PCC1555 W ©1996 CDW® Comouter Centers. Inc 


WE SELL 
FOR LESS 
& SERVICE 
YOU BETTEf 


If You Find a Better Price, Call CDW® Before You Buy! 

Circle 145 on reader service card. 



COMPUTER DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 



























COMPUTER DISCOUNT WAREHOI 



__ S744.26 

HARDWARE, SOFTWARE & PERIPHERALS AT 


DI SC OU NT 
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COMPUTER DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 

































R FIRST SOURCE FOR 
MEMORY UPGRADES! 

Since 1990 First Source International has sold over 1 million memory products! 


PERSONAL COMPUTER MEMORY 
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Full Internet support. 

Access to the Star Trek Technical Manuals. 

And full-featured communications and fax software. 

The quickest way to get a message to the Speaker of the House. 

Netscape Navigator WWW browser. News Reader. Gopher. Internet Mail 

Japanese monster cartoons. 

Access to BBSs. Corporate hosts. Other PCs. 

The quickest way to get a message to Elvis. 

Access to more services than any other comm software. 

Nearly forgotten stats of pro baseball players. 

The easy new Crosstalk Dialing Directory. 

Heated debate on cold fusion theories. 

TCP/IP stack with support for SLIP, CSLIP and PPP connections. 

Even more heated debate on Chia Pet"care. 


For just $99 you can get all of the information superhighway in one box. 

For $99 you can get the latest version of the world’s most award-winning comm software, Crosstalk® for Windows. 1 
It’s the only software that gives you access to BBSs, online services and host computers, plus full-featured access to I 
the Internet and fax capabilities. Trade in a previous version of Crosstalk and get 2.3 for $49 or trade in a com- | 

petitor’s package and get 2.3 for $59. And get Crossfax" for a few dollars more. Best of all, if you buy 2.3 now, 
you’ll get a free upgrade to our Windows 95 version, promised to be our best release 
ever! All with a 60-day money-back guarantee. Call 800-426-6283, code 310.01. 



Circle 319 on reader service card. 




Only one box has it all. The new 
Crosstalk for Windows, v2.3. 




Or call 206-644-4010. Offer good i, 


Aroo 











Make Money 
in Networking, 
Today's 
Hottest 
New Computer 
Technology 


Get in on the ground floor of 

THE NEW REVOLUTION IN COMPUTING 1 . 

The U.S. Department of Labor projects phenomenal growth in the 
computer networking field, as more and more employers seek the 
increased productivity and performance made possible by 
networking technology. 

Data processing, data storage, data retrieval, information 
sharing — the daily tasks of business can be accomplished in less 
time and for less money with a Local Area Network and access to 
a Wide Area Network. 

Now you can be the one called in to evaluate network needs, 


experience with computers, NRI can turn 
you into a pro with step-by-step lessons |j 
and engaging hands-on projects. 

You progress through your course at ! 
your own pace, receiving frequent « 

feedback on your efforts through personal ' SE^e 
letters, convenient TeleGrading, and even 
online support. And, of course, everything you train with — 
including your 486DX4/100 MHz computer and Windows NT 
software — is yours to keep! 

Send for your free catalog today! 



Rush this postage-paid card 
for your free catalog! 





Only NRI gives you the training and 
the equipment for career 
advancement, part-time 
earnings, or even a 
business of your own. 

Check one & 

Please send my FREE 
catalog on NRI training in: 

□ Computer Programming 

□ Microcomputer Servicing 

□ Visual Programming in C++ 

□ PC Applications Specialist 


□ TV/ Video/Audio Servicing 

□ Electronic Music Technology 

□ Industrial Electronics & Robotics 

□ Networking with Windows NT 

□ Basic Electronics 

□ Automotive Servicing 


□ LAN Servicing 

□ Paralegal 

□ Fiction/Nonfiction Writing 

□ Bookkeeping and Accountir 

□ Multimedia Programming 


□ New! Associate Degree 
in Accounting 

□ New! Associate Degree 


CALL 1-800-321-4634, Ext. 1457 



Name 

(Please print) 

Age 

Address 

(No P.O. Box numbers please) 

Phone 

City/State/Zip 

Accredited Member. Distance Education and Training Council 

4541-0296 


2? For career courses approved 
ADivi^ofmtM^HrnOmpmia under G.l. Bill, □ check for details 


Rush this postage-paid card 
for your free catalog! 



Only NRI gives you the training and 
the equipment for career 
advancement, part-time 
earnings, or even a 
business of your own. 

Check one 1*1 

Please send my FREE 
catalog on NRI training in: 

□ Computer Programming 

□ Microcomputer Servicing 

□ Visual Programming in C++ 

□ Telecommunications 

□ TV/Video/Audio Servicing 

□ Electronic Music Technology 

□ Industrial Electronics & Robotics 

□ Networking with Windows NT 

□ Basic Electronics 

□ Automotive Servicing 


CALL 1-800-321-4634, Ext. 1457 


Name (Please print) Age 

Address (No P.O. Box numbers please) Phone I 

City/State/Zip ‘ 

Accredited Member, Distance Education and Training Council 4541 -0296 

For career courses approved 

/IDivision ofThcMcGraw-Hmcom/xmes under G.l. Bill, □ check for details 
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Full Internet support. 

Access to the Star Trek Technical Manuals. 

And full-featured communications and fax software. 

The quickest way to get a message to the Speaker of the House. 

Netscape Navigator WWW browser. News Reader. Gopher. Internet Mail. 

Japanese monster cartoons. 

Access to BBSs. Corporate hosts. Other PCs. 

The quickest way to get a message to Elvis. 

Access to more services than any other comm software. 

Nearly forgotten stats of pro baseball players. 

The easy new Crosstalk Dialing Directory. 

Heated debate on cold fusion theories. 

TCP/IP stack with support for SLIP, CSLIP and PPP connections. 



Even more heated debate on Chia Pet"care. 
















































All-New Course Includes 486DX4/1 1 
PC and Windows NT! 


Make Money 
in Networking, 
Today's 
Hottest 
New Computer 
Technology 


Get in on the ground floor of 

THE NEW REVOLUTION IN COMPUTING! 

The U.S. Department of Labor projects phenomenal growth in the 
computer networking field, as more and more employers seek the 
increased productivity and performance made possible by 
networking technology. 

Data processing, data storage, data retrieval, information 
sharing — the daily tasks of business can be accomplished in less 
time and for less money with a Local Area Network and access to 
a Wide Area Network. 

Now you can be the one called in to evaluate network needs, 
purchase and install equipment, and train staff on the effective 
use of networked systems. Best of all, you'll have first-hand 
experience with Windows NT, today's fastest-growing network¬ 
ing software. 

Whether you choose to work full- or part-time in this in- 
demand field, you'll earn top dollar! 

Train with the leader in at-home education 

For more than 80 years, NRI has been training ambitious students 
for money-making high-tech careers. No matter what your 


experience with computers, NRI can turn 
you into a pro with step-by-step lessons j| 
and engaging hands-on projects. 

You progress through your course at 
your own pace, receiving frequent JB 

feedback on your efforts through personal ' | 
letters, convenient TeleGrading, and even 
online support. And, of course, everything you train with — 
including your 486DX4/100 MHz computer and Windows NT 
software — is yours to keep! 



Send for your free catalog today! 

There's no doubt about it: NRI's Networking with Windows NT 
course is one of today's best educational values. See for yourself 
by requesting NRI's FREE, full-color catalog! If the coupon is 
missing, write to NRI Schools, 4401 Connecticut Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20008. Or... 


CALL 1-800-321-4634, Ext 1457 

Or contact us through our World Wide Web Home Page at: 

http://www.nri-schools.com 


Train with and keep the 
most impressive computer 
system available through 
home study today 


✓ 16 meg RAM 

✓ 128K cache memory 

✓ 540 meg hard drive 

✓ Super VGA color 
monitor with 1 meg 
video memory 

✓ 14,400 baud fax/modem, plus 
10 free hours of America Online 

✓ Quad-speed CD-ROM drive 

✓ 16-bit sound card 

✓ Windows 95 

✓ Windows NT 

✓ And more! 


SEND TODAY FOR FREE CATALOG! 


I Schools 

| 4401 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008 

Ifg . YES! Send me the FREE 

career catalog I've checked! 

A Check one FREE catalog only: 

□ Networking with Windows NT 

□ Computer Programming 

□ Microcomputer Servicing 
O Multimedia Programming 



□ PC Applications Specialist 

□ Visual Programming in C 44 

□ Desktop Publishing with 
PageMaker 

□ Electronic Music Technology 


of The McGraw-Hill Companies 
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850MB QTM850IDE 
850MB 0TM850SCSI 

#176300 

#161447 

$186.99 

wm 

IDE 

SCSI 

3.5" 

3.5" 

Q Trailblazer Int. 

Q Trailblazer Int. 

0 Fireball Int. 

' 0 Fireball Int. 


2GB QUJP322IS 

1.08GB QTM1080SCSI 

#177045 

#161-HO 

$639-99 

1287.99 

SCSI 

SCSI 

3.5” 

3.5" 

4GB QUGP4280S 

#161451 

999.99 

SCSI 

3.5” 

0 Grand Prix Int. 

2GB QM32210CP-SW 
2GB QM32151GP-S 

#148539 

#179728 

$665.99 

JmW 

.1-9,,I. 

SCSI 

3.5" 

3.5” 

0 Grand Prix Ini 

Q Grand Prix int. 


4GB QM34301GP-SW 

#146615 

$ 999.99 

SCSI-Wide 

3.5" 

0 Grand Prix Int. 


S22 WESTERN DIGITAL 


635MB 

CFS635A #175760 

! 




Filepro Int. 

S 179.99 

IDE 

3.5” 

850MB 

CFS850A #163485 


! 199-99 

IDE 

3.5” 

Filepro Int. 

1.2GB 

CFS1275A #163493 

; 

525939“ 

IbE 

3.5” 

Filepro Int. 

E05GB 

CFP1080S #150825 


5274.99 

SCS 


3.5" 

Fi 

epro Int. 

2GB 

CFP2105S #131717 


5651.99 

SCS 


3.5” 

Fi 

epro Int. 

4GB 

CFP4207S #131864 


51049.99 

SCS 


3.5” 

Fi 

epro Int. 

425MB 

CFS425A #137458 

i 

! 146.99 

IDE 

3.5” 

Fi 

epro int. 


635MB 
850MB 
IGB AC3I000 


Quantum Fireball 

1.28GB 

Int. IDE $248" 

#183371 

SEAGATE 

210MB 

eide$88 

2.5" #176299 

| 2.5” to 3.5” Mounting Kit.... #181874 $8.99* 


Access lime 10ms avg. 
(9ms for 31600), 4,500 
RPM (5,200 for 31600). 


CTX 


EZ400T 

DX/4-100 
8MB RAM/420HD 



The NoteBook 
of Choice 


$ 2299 9S 


EZ380T 

DX/4-100 
8MB RAM/420HD 

s 2069”. » 

• 16-Bit Stereo, Sound Blaster’ 

• Memory is Expandable to 32MB" 

• 1MB Video Memory 

• Includes Windows 95 Preinstalled 

• Super-fast 486 Processor jTtTr'l 

• Two Year Warranty HHHf 












540MB 

ST9655AG 

#106226 

$287.99 

IDE 

2.5” 

Internal 

850MB 






Decathalon Int. 

54omb 

ST3660A 

#136234 

$173-99 

IDE 

3.5” 

Medalist XE Int. 

1GB 

ST31230N 

#106213 

$361.99 

SCSI 

3.5” 

Hawk Int. 

1GB 

ST31230W 

#167835 

$505.99 

SCSI-Wide 

3.5” 

Hawk Int. 

2GB 

ST32430W 

#344765 

$755.99 

SCSI-Wide 

3.5” 

Hawk Int. 


4GB 

ST15230W 

~ #106230 

$1055.99 

SCSI-Wide 

3.5” 

Hawk Int. 


2GB 

ST32430N 

#133039 

$695.99 

SCSI 

3.5” 

Hawk Int. 

4GB 

ST15230N 

#138676 

$995.99 

SCSI 

3.5” 

Hawk Int. 







Barracuda HD 

2GB 

ST32550W 

#106227 

$899.99 

Wide SCSI 

3.5” 

Barracuda HD 

4GB 

ST15150N 

#131679 

$1239.99 

SCSI 

3.5” 

Barracuda HD 

4GB 

ST15150W 

#106222 

$1299-99 

SCSI-Wide 

3.5” 

Barracuda HD 





HP ScanJet 4c 


00 dpi Optical Resolution, 

400 dpi Enhanced 
nuto Exposure for the best 
brightness & contrast 
Corel PhotoPaint 5 & Caere OmniPage 
Limited Edition OCR w/ HP color printer 
Easy to use HP DeskScan 11 scanning 
software with fully automatic settings 

^175368 | 


i DeskJet 660c DeskJet 600 

I Perfect home inkjet 
* printer with 

built-in color ... 

14 scalable type faces 

• 600 black & - f ' 1 ..IfW *3 warranty 

600x300 dpi 


DeskJet 1600C 


Perfect for Home or Office Spectacular color printer 

per minute _ -L .aoM* • 9 ppm in black & 

'600x300 dpi HfitaiS&iB white and 4 ppm 


$ 988 9 


. • 9 ppm in 

SB white and 
BQfl in color 

600x600 dpi 

„:M- CJ >289 ”' •••*»• 

DeskJet 850c LaserJet 5P LaserJet 5L-FS 

Everything that 


The Fast, Inkjet Printer 
with the power of Color - n fl printer 

• 6 ppm in black, 2 ppm in color . j , 

• 6ftft dni resolution -- ^ 


inted 4 (fordable 600dpi Laser 
-- Printer «« ft 

• 9 ppm in b&w ttfe It 

• ... *J 

• 600x600 dpi 


I $ fl99 


,99 

#175371 


IN A FREE Ml TiMEDYA COMPUTER SYSTEM!?'. 

*sggr — 

■ radus i 



with 8MB of RAM and 730MB Hard Drive, 
Extended Keyboard and Mouse 
PLUS: ClarisWorks 4.0 
Broderbund Sampler CD-ROMs 1 
ND MORE! 


□ Mac □ PC □ Both □ Have office at home □ Have CD-ROM 

s another online service □ Use PC for Multimedia/Publishir 
oDhectWare, Box 11191, Dept PCC, Torrance, CA 90510 



WoH^Wide Web Page - http://www.directware.com) [| 


VISIT OUR WEB 
PAGE FOR 
UNADVERTISED 
SPECIALS 


For Great Service, Call Toll-Free Today 

1»800*590*WflRE 




BFecExHl pr.: 

ileasecaUfor the best current prices on all advertisedproducts! J J J [ 




































































































































Call 


Today 


for Your 


FREE 


Catalog! 


Value-priced Laptops and Desktops! 


Texas Instruments 


Zenith 


Z-Star EX & 


Z-Plaver CD 


/.-ray 

Bandit 


Extensa 
550CD 

>75 MHz 
Pentium® 

Processor 
►8MB RAM 
524MB 

HardDrive >10.4" Dual-Scan 

Color Display >CD-ROM Drive _ 

►Windows® 95 ■Will 


CTX 

EzBook 

►Cyrix” 5x86/100MHz 
Processor 
►8MB RAM 
540MB Hard Drive, 

► 10.4" Active 
Matrix Color 
Display 

►Windows® 95 ______ 

Pre-Installed #77912 EBH 


IBM® 

ThinkPad® 

701C >486DX2/50M 

►4MB RAM 360MB 
HardDrive ^Active 
Matrix Color Display 
►Plus FREE 

Upgrade Coupon ted _ 
Windows® 95 and Lotus 
SmartSuite 

#70211 



Packard Bell 

Force 482 

►75MHz 
Processor 
►8MB RAM 
1GB HD 

► 4x CD-ROM Drive 

► 14.4 Fax/Data/Voice Modem 



AST® 

Advantage! 812MT 

► 100 MHz Pentium® * 

Processor 
►8MB RAM 
1.2GB HD 
►4x CD-ROM 
Drive >14.4 
Fax/Data/Voice Modem 





#73358 


EtTH 


ETUI 


The Latest Peripherals 
and Accessories! 



Keyboard $ 1 9”#74347 1 Windows® 95 ay $ 1 49”#75433 _] 


Visioneer 

PaperPort VX 

Windows®95 “ 

Turn your 
computer 
into a Fax, 

Copy and — 

Filing Machine! $a/|Q99 
^nd^S&mpliart MO J76218J 

FastWin 

28.8 V.34 
External 
Fax Modem 

Includes Free 
online service 
$150 Value! 

I 07 #74318 


Quad-Speed 

HiFi Multimedia Kit 

4X Internal CD-ROM Drive 
16-bit IDE/Sound Card 
Speakers & 3 CD Titles 




Double-Speed Internal IDE CD-ROM Drive 

w/Sound Coble .• S 49 ,, #74294 

Double-Speed Multimedia Kit 
2X Internal CD-ROM Drivel 6-bit IDE 
w/Sound Cord, Speakers 
& 3 CD Titles. *99 #74293 


Super Savings on 
Essential Software! 
































More Great Values 

73369 Microsoft® Office Standard CD Windows® 95 . , s 548” 

73370 Microsoft® Office Standard Upgrade Windows® 95 

3.5" Diskette . 5 198”' 

73368 Microsoft® Office Standard Windows® 95 3.5” Diskette s 548” 

73372 Microsoft® Word Upgrade Windows® 95 3.5" Diskette s 88” 

73373 Microsoft® Word Windows® 95 3.5" Diskette . , s 298” 

73374 Microsoft® Excel Upgrade Windows® 95 3.5" Diskette s 88” 

73375 Microsoft® Excel Windows® 95 3.5" Diskette . s 298” 

73377 Microsoft® PowerPoint Upgrade Windows® 95 

3.5" Diskette . s 88” 

73378 Microsoft® PowerPoint Windows® 95 3.5" Diskette s 298” 

73376 Microsoft® Access Windows® 95 3.5" Diskette . s 298” 
73362 Microsoft® Plus! 1.0 Windows® 95 3.5" Diskette . s 43” 
73381 Microsoft® Schedulet 7.0 32-bit Windows® 95 . , s 98” 

72339 Microsoft® Visual FoxPro” 3.0 Professional CD 
Upgrade/Competitive Upgrade Windows™ . . , s 288” 

73385 Microsoft® Visual FoxPro” 3.0 Professional upgrade/ 

Competitive upgrade 3.5" Diskette Windows" . . s 288” 

72340 Microsoft® 1 Visual FoxPro" 3.0 Professional CD Windows" s 448” 
73380 Microsoft® Project Upgrade/ 

Competitive upgrade Windows® 95 . S 148” 

73379 Microsoft® Project Windows® 95 . s 448” 

73405 Microsoft® Works CD & Bookshelf 95 Windows® 95 s 69” 
73404 Microsoft® Works Windows® 95 3.5" Diskette . . s 44” 
73420 Microsoft® SourceSafe 4.0 Competitive Upgrade 

Windows® 95 3.5" Diskette . s 98” 

73419 Microsoft® SourceSafe 4.0 Windows™ 3.5" Diskette s 498” 

73412 Microsoft® Visual Basic 4.0 Standard Upgrade Windows’ s 98” 

73415 Microsoft® Visual Basic 4.0 Professional CD Upgrade . 

Windows” . s 98” 

73413 Microsoft® Visual Basic 4.0 Professional CD Windows s 498” 
73115 Navigator for Windows® 95 Trade-up 3.5" Diskette 

by Symantec . s 39” 

73114 Navigator for Windows® 95 3.5" Diskette by Symantec s 94” 
73863 WinShield 1.0 Windows® 95 w/purchase of 

Windows® 95 3.5" Diskette by Kent Marsh . M3” 

73862 WinShield 1.0 Windows® 95 by Kent Marsh . s 33” 

69305 first Aid” 2.0 Windows® 95 by Cybermedia . s 48” 

73859 d-Time 95 CD Windows® 95 by Bollard Synergy . , s 59” 

73978 Dashboard 95 Windows® 95 3.5" Diskette by Starfish s 48” 

73979 Sidekick 95 Windows® 95 3.5" Diskette by Starfish s 48” 

73778 Internet in a Box 2.0 Windows 3.5" Diskette ... , s 92” 

73779 Mosaic in a Box 2.0 Windows" 3.5" Diskette. s 9” 

74199 Sim City 2000® CD Windows® 95 by Maxis . s 58” 

73265 Pitfall” The Mayan Adventure CD Windows® 95 

by Activision . s 39” 

"Price after S40 Moil-in Rebate. Valid for upgrade users only. 


“Start Savins” 
(when you order Windows® 95 
from PC Mall) 


Find us on the World Wide Web at 
http://www.pc-mall.com 




And Get |j« 

The Up! Windows” Screen Saver, Easy Tutor Learn 
Windows” 95, Internetables Lite for Windows” and 
Veil for Windows" Demo... 


FREE! 


Microsoft® 

Plus! 

CD for Windows™ 95 

for just 

$ 43"#73363 



Microsoft® 

Office 
Professional 
& Bookshelf 95 
CD Upgrade 
for Windows™ 95 
$ 298’ 9 *#73367 

•Price olier $40 noi 

Microsoft® 

Sidewinder 
3-D Pro 

Digital Joystick 

$ 54"#7422, 


TurboTax 95 
1040 Headstart 
The Easiest Way to Do 
Your Taxes 

$ 0099 * 

7 #73367 

[_"Pri c e_ a fter_$5 mail-in rebate. 


CREATIVE 
COMPUTERS' 

"DREAM MACHINE" 

SWEEPSTAKES 

OFFICIAL RULES-NO PURCHASE NECESSARY 



You Could Win A 
Porsche 986/Boxster 
Call 1 •800* 555*6255 

For Our Full line Catalog & 

Get All The Details 

No purchase necessary. For complete details including official rules see 
the PC Mall catalog 16 or higher. Sweepstakes open to US residents 21 
of age or older. Void where prohibited. Car depicted is a 
rpe. Actual car to be awarded may vary. 


- .... charge is $ 

--for orders over 7 lbs. Phone 

weekdays for items in 


-The charge is $7 for the first 7 lbs, ond $1 per 


Jers placed by 8:00 pm (EST) 


ays lor items in stock not requiring configuration for delivery to 
itiguous U.S. will ship that same day via FedEx* Priority, FedEx* 


Priority provides delivery by 10:30 


Phone orders placed on Saturday by 8pm (EST) for items in stock not 
requiring configuration will ship that same day via FedEx* priority for 
delivery by 10:30am Monday where available. Orders placed after 
8pm (EST) on Saturday and on Sunday for items in stock not requiring 
configuration will ship on Monday. Defective Produets-Defective 
products are exchanged within 30 days from receipt. Return 
Procedure-ll you have any problems or questions about your order 


We’re open to take your order anytime, 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. 


Order toll free: l-800*555*6255 


Circle 108 on reader service card. 



Mail to: 

PC Mall, Dept. ADV., 
2645 Maricopa St., 
Torrance, CA 90503 















































Take to the boards. The virtual skies. Or the digital turf. Throw some 
dice. Shoot someone. Or tackle them. Socialize. Strategize. Then 
take a break in one of our chat rooms and find out what else you 
have in common. 

All it takes is a PC and a modem. The rest is up to you. 


wmnsm. 

The ImagiNation Network, Inc. 


You're the Coach in FOOTBALL ONLINE 



Adventure through castles in RUINS OF CAWDOR 


Girard Tf\o Trod^itldtioh tlfctv/orfcj 

Call 1-800-IMAGIN-1, ext. 4032 or visit our website at http://www.inngames.com 
for free software and free hours online. 

Offer expires 6/31/96, and valid to new members only. 

©1995 The ImagiNation Network. Inc. All rights reserved. Limit one free trial per household. The ImagiNation Network reserves the right to change features, rates or specifications at any ..me. 

The ImagiNation Network, Inc. is a wholly owned subsidiary of AT&T Corp. 
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Advertiser Index 


For free information on these advertisements, circle the 
corresponding reader service number on the reply card on page 271 -272. 


112-113 

50-51 


Addison Wesley Publishing 
ADI Systems 

Advanced Logic Research 
Alps 

American Power Conversion 
Andrea Electronics 
Arcada 

AT&T ImagiNation Network 

AT&T Interchange 

Autodesk 

Best Power 

Borland 

Caere Corporation 
Canon Computer Systems 
Computer Discount Warehouse 

Compaq Direct Plus 


Epson America Inc. 

First Source 

* 101 Frontier Technologies 

* 103 Fujitsu 

287 205 W95 Future Micro 

174 131 FWB 

109 1 92-193 W95 Gateway 2000 


196W95 
237 W95 
171-173 


191 194-195 W95 


CompuServe 

Connectix 


Creative Computers 

Creative Labs 

Crosstalk/Attachmate 

Cybermedia 

Datasonix 

Dell 


Delrina 

Diamond Multimedia 

Digital Equipment Corporation 

DirectWare 

Ditek 


254-255 

256-257 


96-97 

251-253 


FlP/Colorado Memory Systems 178 
Hewlett Packard 

IBM PC Company * 

IBM PC Direct 

ImproveTechnogies 149 


85 Microsoft Corporation 


220 W95 
266-267 


MinuteMan/Para 
Mustang Software 


260 Nanao 


234 W95 
240 W95 


80-81 

264-265 


NEBS 

NEC Technologies 

Netcom 

Netmanage 

NOW Software 
NRI Schools 
O'Reilly & Associates 
Okidata 

Palo Alto Software 


258-259 

190W95 


213 W95 
17-31 
87-90 
174 
42-43 
116-118 
161 
217 W95 
58-59 
227 W95 


KODAK DIGITAL SCIENCE Solutionsl 20 

LA Trade 

Logitech 

MAG InnoVision 312 

Magnavox 198 

Matrox 154 

Memory Express 200 

Microfield Graphics 328 

Micrografx 376 

Micron Electronics, Inc. 282 


106 


204 W95 
232 W95 


62-63 
C2-C4,1 


215W95 

210 W95 
261-263 

211 W95 


Peachtree 

Philips Semiconductor 


Portrait Display Labs 
Practical Peripherals 
Primavera 

ProCD 

ProCorp / Liuski 
Prodigy 
PSI/Pipeline 
Qualitas 

Quantex Micro Systems 
Quark Inc. 

Rose Electronics 153 

Samsung Electronics America, lnc.139 
Seagate Technology 125 

Seiko 117 

Softbank Expos 

Sony Corporation * 

Swan Technology 
Symantec Corporation 211 

182 

Tektronix 123 

Texas Instruments 165 

Toshiba America 215 

Touchstone Software Corporation 172 
Twinhead 159 


214W95 
231 W95 
212W95 


153-155 
230 W95 


* 221-224 W95 
143 200-201 W95 


166 202-203 W95 


159 


US Robotics 
USA Flex 
Vertisoft 

Viagrafix Corporation 

ViewSonic 

Visio 


219W95 


Visioneer 242 64 

WinBook 271 33 

Worldwide Technologies 251 269 

Xerox/ Desktop DocumentSystems124 293 

W95=Ad in the Windows 95 Buyer Section. 

i Direct to You Section 241-269 

| PC Computing Marketplace 274-289 

Windows 95 Buyers Section 190-240 

February 1996 











InrlpY PRODUCTS FEATURED IN THIS ISSUE: 

■ 11U UA For free information, circle the corresponding reader service number on the reply card on page 271 


COMPUTER SYSTEMS 

MICROPROCESSOR 


PRINTERS—COLOR 


NOTEBOOKS-COLOR 


Extensa Model 450, E 

Texas Instruments 

Computer Discount Warehouse 

Extensa Model 550CDT, NECX Direct A 

Satellite 400CS, Bulldog Computer A 

Satellite Pro 41OCDT, Toshiba 5 

Slimnote 875CX, Twinhead A 

Solo S90, Gateway 2000 5 

ThinkPad 701C, IBM 5 

ThinkPad 760CD, IBM 5 

Versa 4000D, PC's Compleat 4 


Canon BJC-4100, Canon Computer 54,140 
DeskJet 1600C, Hewlett-Packard 54 
DeskJet 855C, Hewlett-Packard 54,140 

Okijet 2010, Okidata 140 

Phaser 340, Tektronix 54 


Xprint 4920, Xerox 


Corel Draw 6, Corel 
Dabbler 2.0, Fractal Design 
Drag ’n Draw 1.1, DeltaPoint 
Freelance Graphics for 
Windows 95, Lotus 
Photoshop 3.0, Adobe Systems 


IL-660, Brother Int'l 
Canon LBP-460, Canon Computer 
Citizen PN60, Citizen America 


QuarkXPress 3.31, Quark 


FINANCE SOFTWARE 


PENTIUM-BASED SYSTEMS 

Cobra XLT, Robotech 
Designer Tower, Packard Bell 
Dimension P75t, Dell Computer 


Kyocera Electronics 

LabelWriter XL Plus, CoStar 
LaserJet 5L, Hewlett-Packard 
LaserJet 5MP, Hewlett-Packard 
LaserJet 5P, Hewlett-Packard 
LaserJet 5Si MX, Hewlett-Packard 
LaserWriter Select 360, Apple 


Kiplinger’s Simply Money 2.0, 
4Home Productions 
KiplingerTaxCut, 

Managing Your Money 2.0, 


Dell Computer 

NetServer 5/100 LH, 

Hewlett-Packard 

PI 20 Millennia, Micron Electronics 
PI 33 Millennia, Micron Electronics 
PI 50 Millennia, Micron Electronics 
Poly 500P8, Polywell Computers 

Power Series 850, IBM 
Presario 9564, Compaq 



Okidata OL1200, Okidata 


Manhattan Analytics 

Personal Tax Edge, 

Parsons Technology 

QuickBooks Pro 4.0, Intuit ‘ 

Quicken Deluxe 5, Intuit 5 

Quicken Financial Planner, Intuit 
QuickXpense for Windows 95 and 

Portable Software 


Prioris LX 590, 


Business Card Reader, Pana; 
CardScan Plus, Corex 
CypherScan 2000, CypherTe 


Reality Online 

Simply Tax, 4Home Productions 
StreetSmart 2.0, Charles Schwab 


Recomputing free product information 


Circle the numbers below corresponding to products featured in this issue's advertisements and listed 
" e Editorial Product Index. Manufacturers will mail product literature to you free of charge. 


176 177 
201 202 
226 227 
251 252 
276 277 
301 302 
326 327 
351 352 
376 377 


103 104 105 
128 129 130 
153 154 155 
178 179 180 
203 204 205 
228 229 230 
253 254 255 
278 279 280 

328 329 330 
353 354 355 
379 380 
403 404 405 


106 107 108 109 110 111 
131 132 133 134 135 136 
156 157 158 159 160 161 
181 182 183 184 185 186 
206 207 208 209 210 211 
231 232 233 234 235 236 
256 257 258 259 260 261 
281 282 283 284 285 286 
306 307 308 309 310 311 
333 334 335 336 
356 357 358 359 360 361 
381 382 383 384 385 386 
406 407 408 409 410 411 
431 432 433 434 435 436 
456 457 458 459 460 461 
481 482 483 484 485 486 
506 507 508 509 510 511 
531 532 533 534 535 536 
556 557 558 559 560 561 
581 582 583 584 585 586 

ine only): 


112 113 114 115 116 
137 138 139 140 141 
162 163 164 165 166 
187 188 189 190 191 
212 213 214 215 216 
237 238 239 240 241 
262 263 264 265 266 
287 288 289 290 291 
312 313 314 315 316 
338 339 340 341 
362 363 364 365 366 
387 388 389 390 391 
412 413 414 415 416 
437 438 439 440 441 
462 463 464 465 466 
487 488 489 490 491 
512 513 514 515 516 
537 538 539 540 541 
562 563 564 565 566 
587 588 589 590 591 


142 143 
167 168 169 
192 193 194 
217 218 219 
242 243 244 
267 268 269 
292 293 294 
317 318 319 
343 344 


367 3f 


392 393 394 
417 418 
442 443 
467 468 469 
492 493 494 
517 518 519 


120 121 122 123 124 125 
145 146 147 148 149 150 
172 173 174 175 

195 196 197 198 199 200 

220 221 222 223 224 225 

245 246 247 248 249 250 

270 271 272 273 274 275 

295 296 297 298 299 300 

320 321 322 323 324 325 

345 346 347 348 349 350 

370 371 372 373 374 375 

395 396 397 398 399 400 

420 421 422 423 424 425 

445 446 447 448 449 450 

472 473 474 475 

495 496 497 498 499 500 

520 521 522 523 524 525 

545 546 547 548 549 550 

570 571 572 573 574 575 

595 596 597 598 599 600 


id alter May 31.1996 


601 602 603 6 
616 617 618 6 
631 632 633 6 
646 647 648 6 
661 662 663 6 
676 677 678 6 
691 692 693 6! 
706 707 708 7i 
721 722 723 71 
736 737 738 71 
751 752 753 7! 
766 767 768 71 
781 782 783 71 
796 797 798 7! 
811 812 813 8' 
826 827 828 81 
841 842 843 8' 
856 857 858 8! 


15 606 607 608 
!0 621 622 623 
15 636 637 638 
>0 651 652 653 
15 666 667 668 
10 681 682 683 
15 696 697 698 
10 711 712 713 
!5 726 727 728 
10 741 742 743 
15 756 757 758 
’0 771 772 773 
15 786 787 788 
10 801 802 803 
5 816 817 818 
0 831 832 833 
5 846 847 848 
0 861 862 863 
5 876 877 878 


609 610 
624 625 626 
639 640 641 
654 655 656 657 
670 671 


684 685 .686 687 688 
699 700 701 702 703 
714 715 716 717 718 
729 730 731 732 733 
744 745 746 747 748 


789 790 791 
804 805 806 
819 820 821 


612 613 614 615 


672 673 674 675 


704 705 
719 720 
734 735 
19 750 


764 765 
774 775 776 777 778 779 780 
794 795 
809 810 
824 825 


849 850 851 852 853 8! 
864 865 866 867 868 81 
879 880 881 882 883 81 
894 895 896 897 898 81 


855 


1. □ Home 2. □ Business 3. □ Both 

. What kinds nf computers do you use? (Check ail that apply): 

1. □ IBM/Compatible Laptop 2. □ IBM/Compatible Desktop 3. □ Ml 


4. □ Printer 

5. □ Monitor 

6. □ Disk/Tape Back-up 

7. D Add-in Board 

8. □ Modem 

9. □ Input Device 

10. □ Local Area Network 

11. □ Windows 

4. From which ot the fallowing: 

(Cheer all that apply). 

1. □ Specialty Computer Retail Stores 

2. □ Mail Order Firms 


12. □ Accounting 

13. □ Spreadsheet 

14. □ Personal Finance 

15. □ Desktop Publishing 

16. □ Word Processor 

17. □ Database Manager 

18. □ Graphics 

19. □ Utility 

20. □ Communications 

21. □ Windows/Multi-tasking 


22. □ Programming Language/ 

Compiler 

23. □ Integrated/Multilunction 
24.0 CAD 

25.0 CD-ROM 
26. □ On-Line Services 


: do you purchase personal computer products? 


-L-i I I 1 I ,1 I 


Company Name 

MM 


J i i 


...1 M M M M 1 


M I M I 


-1. I 1 I 


6.0 Please send me a one-year (12-issue) subscription to PC/Computing for $16.97 (U S price)' 
all other countries add $16.00 for additional postage. 












































Advertiser Index 


For free information on these advertisements, circle the 
corresponding reader service number on the reply card on page 271 -272. 


Epson America Inc. 

First Source 
Frontier Technologies 


Addison Wesley Publishing 

ADI Systems 

Adobe 

Advanced Logic Research 

American Power Conversion 
Andrea Electronics 

AT&TImagiNation Network 

AT&T Interchange 

Autodesk 

Best Power 

Borland 

Caere Corporation 


205 W95 Future Micro 

131 FWB 


109 192-193 W95 Gateway 2000 


258-259 
190W95 
225 W95 
250 
213 W95 
17-31 


196W95 
237 W95 
171-173 


191 194-195 W95 


HP/Colorado Memory Systems 178 
Hewlett Packard 
IBM PC Company 
IBM PC Direct 

Improve Technogies 149 

Intel 

KODAK DIGITAL SCIENCE Solutionsl 20 
LA Trade 

Logitech * 

MAG InnoVision 312 

Magnavox 198 


42-43 

116-118 




Peachtree 

Philips Semiconductor 

Play 

Plextor 

Portrait Display Labs 
Practical Peripherals 


ProCD 308 

ProCorp/Liuski 150 

Prodigy 

PSI / Pipeline 289 

Qualitas 193 

Quantex Micro Systems * 2 

Quark Inc. 143 2 

Rose Electronics 153 

Samsung Electronics America, lnc.139 
Sea gate Technology 125 

Seiko 117 

Softbank Expos 
Sony Corporation 


214W95 
231 W95 
212 W95 


239 W95 
226 W95 


238 W95 
1-224W95 
0-201 W95 


NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 
IF MAILED 
IN THE 

UNITED STATES 


BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 

FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 433 RIVERTON, NJ 


POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


PPComputing 

PO BOX 11806 
RIVERTON, NJ 08076-9406 


















InrlpY PRODUCTS FEATURED IN THIS ISSUE: 

■ 11U UA For free information, circle the corresponding reader service number on the reply card on page 271 


COMPUTER SYSTEMS 


NOTEBOOKS-COLOR 

Extensa Model 450, 53 631 

Texas Instruments 


Satellite 400CS, Bulldog Computer 47 607 

Satellite Pro 41OCDT, Toshiba 53 629 

Slimnote 875CX, Twinhead 47 606 

Solo S90, Gateway 2000 53 632 

ThinkPad 701C, IBM 53 630 

ThinkPad 760CD, IBM 53 633 

Versa 4000D, PC’s Compleat 47 609 


Cobra XLT, Robotech 
Designer Tower, Packard Bell 
Dimension P75t, Dell Computer 
Dimension XPS Pro 200, 

Dell Computer 
NetServer 5/100 LH, 
Hewlett-Packard 

PI 20 Millennia, Micron Electronics 
PI 33 Millennia, Micron Electronics 
PI 50 Millennia, Micron Electronics 
Poly 500P8, Polywell Computers 

Power Series 850, IBM 
Presario 9564, Compaq 
Presario CDS 982, Compaq 
Prioris LX 590, 

Digital Equipment Corp. 

ProLiant 1500, Compaq 
ProSignia 300 5/90, Compaq 
OptiPlex GXMT 5133, 

Dell Computer 

Vectra VL4, Hewlett-Packard 
Vectra XU 6/150, Hewlett-Packard 




PERIPHERALS 


Big 5, Panasonic 
EZ135 Drive, 

SyQuest Technology 


MR5 Raid Disk Array, 

Mega Drive Systems 
MultiSpin 4x4, NEC Technologies 
MultiSpin 4Xc, NEC Technologies 


Medalist 2140, Seagate 54 646 

Zip drive, Iomega 54,175 742 

INPUT DEVICE 

TrackMan Marble, Logitech 291 777 


Courier 1-Modem, US. Robotics 54,78 678 
Impact, 3Com 78 679 


FlexScan T2-20, Nanao (U.SA) 54 641 

MULTIMEDIA AND DIGITAL PRODUCTS" 

Magic Link PIC-2000, Sony 84 

MGA Millennium, Matrox Graphics 54 

Phone Blaster, Creative Labs 46 

OmniGo 100, Hewlett-Packard 84 

Sound Blaster AWE32 PnP, 54 

Creative Labs 





Canon BJC-4100, Canon Computer 54,140 
DeskJet 1600C, Hewlett-Packard 54 

DeskJet 855C, Hewlett-Packard 54, 1 40 

Okijet 2010, Okidata 140 

Phaser 340, Tektronix 54 

WinWriter 1 50C, Lexmark Int’l 140 

Xprint 4920, Xerox 74 

PRINTERS-MONOCHROME 

Brother WL-660, Brother Int’l 140 

Canon LBP-460, Canon Computer 140 

Citizen PN60, Citizen America 54 

Ecosys FS-400A, 140 

Kyocera Electronics 

LabelWriter XL Plus, CoStar 291 

LaserJet 5L, Hewlett-Packard 140 

LaserJet 5MP, Hewlett-Packard 54 

LaserJet 5P, Hewlett-Packard 140 

LaserJet 5Si MX, Hewlett-Packard 54 

LaserWriter Select 360, Apple 140 

microLaser 600, 140 

Texas Instruments 


Okidata OL 1 200, Okidata 140 731 

Panasonic KX-P6500, 140 723 

Matsushita 


Corel Draw 6, Corel 56 658 

Dabbler 2.0, Fractal Design 199 751 

Drag ’n Draw 1.1 .DeltaPoint 236 759 

Freelance Graphics for 56 655 

Photoshop 3.0, Adobe Systems 56 659 

Publisher for Windows 95, 56 656 

Microsoft 

QuarkXPress 3.31, Quark 56 657 



Kiplinger’s Simply Money 2.0, 159 714 

4Home Productions 


KiplingerTaxCut, 292 778 

Block Financial Software 

Managing Your Money 2.0, 159 713 

MECA Software 

Money for Windows 95, 159 711 


Manhattan Analytics 

Personal Tax Edge, 292 780 

Parsons Technology 

QuickBooks Pro 4.0, Intuit 56,92 694 

Quicken Deluxe 5, Intuit 56,159 712 

Quicken Financial Planner, Intuit 159 716 

QuickXpense for Windows 95 and 159 715 


Superscript 660i, NEC Technologies 140 734 

Xerox 4510, Xerox 140 735 

SCANNERS 

Business Card Reader, Panasonic 86 686 

CardScan Plus, Corex 86 684 

CypherScan 2000, CypherTech 86 685 

PaperEase, Primax Electronics 46 602 

PaperPort Vx, Visioneer 54 648 


WINDOWS SOFTWARE 

BUSINESS APPLICATION 

4th Dimension 3.5 for Windows, ACI 102 700 

Access for Windows 95, Microsoft 56 654 

Business Planner 2.0, B-Plan Int’l 218 754 



Reuters Money Network 2.5, 159 717 

Reality Online 

Simply Tax, 4Home Productions 292 781 

StreetSmart 2.0, Charles Schwab 159 718 

TurboTax Deluxe for 1995, Intuit 159,292 720 

MANAGEMENT SOFTWARE 

CA-SuperProject 4.0, 100 698 

Computer Associates Int’l 

Contact 95, Janna Systems 291 771 

Life Form, Fitnesoft 218 755 

Organizer 2.0, Lotus 56 664 

PaperMaster 2.0, DocuMagic 228 757 

Project for Windows 95, 56 665 


SureTrak Project Manager 1.5, 100 699 

Primavera Systems 

ONLINE SERVICES 


Word Pro 96, Lotus 56 652 

CD-ROMs 

Britannica CD 2.0, 302 805 

Encyclopedia Britannica 

Cartopedia, DK Multimedia 301 801 

Compton’s Interactive 91 691 

Encyclopedia, 

Compton's NewMedia 

Compton’s Reference Collection, 301 800 


Microsoft 

Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia, 91 

Grolier Electronic Publishing 

The Guiness Encyclopedia, 302 

Wayzata Technology 

Home Improvement 1 -2-3, 228 

Multicom Publishing 

Future Vision/SoftKey Int’l 
Our Times, Vicarious 56,301 

The Oxford English Dictionary, 302 

Oxford University Press 

Grolier Electronic Publishing 

COMMUNICATIONS 


Business Network, AT&T New Media 98 
CommSuite 95, Delrina 56 


@Home, TCI and Kleiner, Perkins, 48 611 

Caulfield & Byers 

America Online, America Online 115 815 

CompuServe, CompuServe 115 817 

Decisive Survey, 298 792 


Internet Coachl.O, Apte 208 753 

Jabra-Net, Jabra Corp. 48 612 


Navigator 2.0, Netscape 
Prodigy, Prodigy 
Rosebud, Magee Enterprises 

Shockwave for Director, 



Pacific Gold Coast 

Using the Internet in Business, 
International University College 
WebCompass, Quarterdeck 
WebScan, McAfee Associates 

WebSystem, Oracle 

UTILITIES 

CleanSweep 95, Quarterdeck 
CD-QuickShare, Stac Electronics 
C/S Solution Advisor, Interpose 
FrontPage, Vermeer Technologies 
KeyView 4.2, FTP Software 
Norton Utilities for Windows 95, 
Symantec 


PC COMPUTING 


273 


















































Computing 

Marketplace 


Advertising Account Representatives 


Premier 

i 

Classified 


Michael Watson 
Lynn Weiss 
Allison Zeinoun 
Mark Mazzacano 
Stewart Lindsay 


Northeast Territory 
Northwest Territory 
Southwest Territory 
Midwest Territory 


212-503-3674 

212-503-5101 

212-503-5133 

212-503-5916 

212-503-5142 


National Advertising Staff 1-800-825-4237 


The color showcase that puts 
the spotlight on leading-edge 
PC products and services. 


274-281 


Flexible-format display 
advertising: computer systems, 
components, software and 


282-289 


Index Premier Classified 


HARDWARE 

Boards/Components/Chips 274 
Bar Coding 277 

Communications 278 

Batteries 

Computer Systems 275 
Input/Output Devices 276 
Mass Storage Devices 
Music/Midi 

Networking 277 

On-Line Services 277 


SOFTWARE 

Accounting 
Bar Coding 
Business Applications 
Communications 
Education 
Financial 

Graphics/Design 278 

Multi-Media/CD-ROM 278 
Music/Midi 276 

Personal 
Public Domain 


277 

278 

279 


Utilities 281 

Adult 

Windows 

SUPPORTING PRODUCTS 

Accessories 272 

Data Conversion/Recovery 
Digital Output Services 
Disk Duplication 
Information Resources 
Services 

Supplies 270 


The Next Generation 
in Label Design Software 


LabelWorks" 

for Windows 


LabelWorks sets the new 
performance standard for 
professional quality label 
design. No other program 
combines such easy 
operation with this much 
power! 

• Imports & Exports using TIFF, 
GIF, BMP, PCX, WPG, WMF, 
TARGA graphic files. 

• Rotates Text, Bar Codes and 
imported graphics in 90 degree 



• Provides Desktop Publishing fea¬ 
tures to enhance label design. 
Features include: WYSIWYG, 
rulers, guides, page zooms, 


• Rich text support allows you to 
edit font styles, types, and sizes 
within the same line. 

• Supports all major Bar Code 
symbologies, including Code 39, 
93, 128, POSTNET, UPC, 
Bookland EAN. 19 types in all. 


• Prints labels on virtually any 
windows supported printer. 

• Prints labels directly from 
dBase, DIF & ASCII files. 

Dealer Inquiries Welcome 




Call for Free DEMO Software 


Up AMERICAN MICROSYSTEMS 

=1111 2190 Regal Parkway, Euless, TX 76040 
(800)648-4452 (817)571-9015 FAX (817) 685-6232 
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Finish Out Your Rack with a Magnum Commander 


I Control up to 96 file servers 
with just 1 keyboard, monitor 
and mouse 

I 3.5" unit is designed for 19, 
23, and 24" rack applications 

I Supports all 100% IBM 
compatible PCs and PS/2 or 
serial mice; integral Sun and 
optional Macintosh support 
available 

I Push-button and keyboard 
controlled scanning standard 


MAGNUM 

COMMANDER 


Each unit controls up to 16 
file servers; cascade up to 
6 units 


I AutoBoot™ feature 
boots all attached 
computers without 
user intervention 

I Control all computers 
locally, remotely, or both 



Cybex Corporation 

4912 Research Drive Huntsville AL 35805 USA 

(205) 430-4000 (205) 430-4030 fax 

http://www.cybex.com/ 


trademark of Apple Computer, 


yBEX" 



! SERVICE CARD 



OCTuSBH 

TOTAL TELEPHONE CONTROL 
FROM YOUR PC! 

Now command integrated phone, voice mail and fax power 
from OCTuS PTA and your PC: 

» Speed dial and dial-by-name 
» Electronic address book 
» Store time/date stamped notes 
for each contact 

» Conference calling, call transfer, 
call waiting, and more 
» Answer incoming calls with 
personalized greetings 
» Playback voice mail messages in 
any order 

» Send, receive, view and print faxes 

From within any Windows™ application, OCTuS PTA's 
clever pop-up screen notifies you of incoming calls. And 
combined with Caller ID, this powerful feature lets you 
know who's calling and what you talked about before 
you answer. 


For More Information Call 

1 - 800 - 833-3900 


Cintech 


£ 

W 


W 

£ 


READER SERVICE CARD 


COMMUNICATIONS/COMPUTER SYSTEMS 

























PREMIE 






Now 
available 
direct from 
ENSONIQ 


■ re- 

« - TELITE, 


the Soundscape™ 
family of wavetable 
sound cards 



All with 16-bit sound, 

32-voices, and 
GM, MT-32, and 
SoundBlaster™ 
compatibility. 

Add the sound of ENSONIQ's 
professional musical instruments to 
your PC - earth-shaking sound 
available direct from the factory at $159.95 SoundscapeElite 


with 2 MB wave ROM and effects 

15 SoundscapeDB 

daughter card for FM boards 




Portable DAT Tape Backup 

Connects to Parallel, Serial, or SCSI port 



V 

^ ^ | "|" £ ^ Tel: (800) 8254835 or (413) 549-2700 

CIRCLE 406 ON READER SERVICE CARD 

E 

Tape Solutions 

EH 



• 9 TRACK 

- 3480 • 3490 • 3490E 
• LIBRARIES 


Qualstar Corporation 

6709 Independence Avenue 
Canoga Park, CA 91303 




ADTECH is your source for ... 

Computer & Video Projection Equipment 
LCD Panels & Projectors 
WHY SHOULD YOU CHOOSE ADTECH? 

Simple. Our people are the experts! With over 10 leading manufacturer s to 
choose from, they’ll guide you to the right decision that best suits your needs. 

• Million Dollar In-Stock Inventory a 

• IMMEDIATE OVERNIGHT DELIVERY - 

• 7-Day No-Risk Satisfaction Guarantee 

• Certified Support & Repair Technicians 

• Downtime Rapid Repair & Loaner Program 

• Trade-in Trade-up Program 

• Full Inventory of Replacement Parts & Supplies j|g 


Access the Presentation EXPERTS! 

Call ADTECH Today! You'll never look better. 

T-800-419.00%3 

Ask about our Catalog! 


1 - 800 - 762-5757 Zm 


I BOX LIGHT 

DIRECT 


Project 

your full-color 
monitor image 
onto a screen or wall 
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Turn Your PCs Into Powerful 
Internet and WWW Servers 



Integrated Internet and WWW Performance. BSDI 
Internet Server software unleashes PC power with its bulletproof 
TCP/IP, PPP, and SLIP and fully integrated servers for E-mail, 
World Wide Web, FTP, Netnews, and more. Built-in routing 
software saves the expense of an external router by linking 
directly to a 56K or T1 line with minimal extra hardware. And 
talk about performance - a single BSDI-powered Web server can 
handle multiple T1 lines and over one million hits per day! The 
BSDI Internet Server includes 60 days of free telephone support 
and a 60-day money-back guarantee. To receive a free reprint of 
an INFOWORLD Internet Server Product Comparison featuring 
the BSDI Internet Server, Call 1-800-800-4273 today! 
Ask about our new Novell-to-lnternet gateway! 



Finally, your MAC's and PC's can speak. Fluently. 

Because Personal MACLAN 5.5 is the only peer- 
•smpi, ih. b"t Appi.roik fo, to -peer software that 
window* prcdu't ,,u Suy.' delivers seamless file 
i HAC . Novtmb „ ,„ s and printer sharing fjjf 

between hard drives, 

PostScript”printers, CD-ROM drives and tape drives. 

And at $199, it's the ultimate form of communication 
for MAC's and PC's. 

To order call: totttlB] 

Miramar Syttami ; -800-862-2526. titt i 

Or email: sales @ miramarsys.com. . 






Let our M.O.M. run your 
mail or phone order business! 



!f you’re a cataloged wholesaler, distributor, retailer- anyone 
selling products and services by phone i " 
control of your business with Mail On 


Order Manager. The#l 
anonwide, M.O.M. gives you 
■ entry/review, credit card 
inventory, profit analysis, 


-„ - -- r -^__III+files. Single and 

multi-user versions. Systems start at *1195. 

Order our trial working demonstration version 
refundable deposit of just $25. 
r A Call Today 1-800-858-3666 or 201-335-1256 
Dydaoomp Development Cotp. 

150 River Road, Suite Nl, Montville, NJ 07045 


Yours FREE - our complete catalog of sales and 
marketing software! Ask for a copy when you call! 


H 
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| Learn To Speak™ Spanish 6.0 

■HllBS I The most comprehensive Spanish program on the 
| market today. Complete interactive course on 2 
m * CD-ROMS Real-life situations build a strong 
r fcggX foundation in speaking, understanding, 
^Recognition* reading, and writing Spanish. The Learn To 
Speak series is also available in German, 
French, and English. Available for PC or Mac. 

The Learning Company offers a wide variety of tutorial software in Spanish, French, 
German, Italian, and Japanese. The Learning Company is now on the Internet, featur¬ 
ing an on-line catalog and downloadable demos. Contact us at: 

1-800-290-4568 'ftp.hyperglot.com /pubAlyperglot 

P.O. Box 10746 
Knoxville, TN. 37939 


The Learning Company 8 


)N READER SERVICE CARD 


'jjhjjj TESTCtof/- 

to prepare 
for the 



TRAIN AT 


Earn More 
Money As A 
Computer 
Programmer 


• Hands-on-training in today’s 
programming languages 

• Instructors available 8-hours-a-day 

• All courses home study . 

•All software and AMERICAN 

books included iNSHiin e 

• AICS programs COMPUTER 

approved by leading 
companies 

Call for free brochure: 

1 -800-767-AICS 


Are you feeling the Squeez^ 



Call us! LSI specializes in processor, RAM and hard disk 
upgrades for Toshiba, Compaq and most other major 
manufacturer’s laptops and notebooks . . . often without 
voiding the original warranty. 

There is more life in your laptop. Call LSI today. 

• Parts 

• Upgrades 

f \ • Warranty Service 

• Flat Panel Display Repair 

::£> rop 800-683-6839 rec „ 
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P* Video Training for Windows Applications 

KeyStone 



KeyStone, Your Windows Training Specialists 

to to 

Dawn Bjork Dennis Taylor Alison Balter 



Special Microsoft Office 95 
\fideo Combinations 

Microsoft Office 95 Standard ...$349.95 

3 Word 95.3 Excel 95.3 PowerPoint 95 (Beg/Int/Adv) 

9 videos wM over 17 (MR of training { 

Integration Microsoft Office 95 Pro.$495.95 

WtlBO • 3 Word 9H. 3 Excel 95.3 Access 95 (Beg/Int/Adv) 

c i nnc * 3 PowerPoint 95,1 Schednle+ training videos 

$1995 • 13 vitteoj with over 24 hove if training 

Microsoft Office 95 Plus.$579.95 



UTING 
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Find Your Ancestors FAST 


Family Tree Maker™ Deluxe Edition 

does more than print family trees. 
It includes an index of more than 
100 MILLION names that helps you 
find your ancestors. Now, you can create 
a lasting record of your family history! 

Who Are You Related To? 

Like most people, Derek Erb thought 
researching his family history would 
be time-consuming. That is, until he 
discovered Family Tree Maker with the 
FamilyFinder Index It lists the 
names of more than 100 million people 
who appear in centuries of state and 
federal records. 

“An Explosion of Information” 

With the FamilyFinder, Derek easily 
found names of 40 ancestors. While 
the actual records are far too vast 
to be included on this one CD, the 
FamilyFinder did , tell Derek exactly 
where he could find more information 
about each relative listed. 

Instead of searching through a library, Derek 
purchased these records from us. We have 
over 50 fact-filled CDs to choose from 


Using the CD records, Derek expanded 
his family tree by three generations. Derek 
called it “an explosion of information!” 

Heirloom-Quality Family Trees 

In seconds, you too can discover your 
ancestors. Add these names and facts 
together with what you already know 
about your family. Then, Family Tree 
Maker will automatically print your 
family tree in a variety of beautiful styles. 
And they’re perfect for framing, too! 

Multimedia Family Albums and More 

Family Tree Maker also stores photos, 
video, audio, scanned documents, and 
even your cherished family stories. 
It creates calendars, labels, and more! 
Don’t miss the chance to preserve your 
family history - Order Today! 

I $69.99 New Version 3.0! 

! Plus shipping & tax. CD-ROM 

| For Windows® 3.1 and Windows 95 
: Calls 800-474-8696 and ask for 899 
! 90-day money back guarantee - no questions asked. 

; Sold at software stores everywhere or call us direct. 

^Broderbund 

Banner Blue Division 


CIRCLE 417 ON READER SERVICE CARD 



Get the best PC diagnostic package on the market: 

uniuersai Diagnostics TooiKil 


Featuring these award-winning diagnostic tools: 
Micro-Scope" 

♦ Universal-works on any PC. 

♦ Fully operating system independent. 

♦ Diagnostics that go down to chip & 
bit level. ♦ The professional technician’s 
toolkit. ♦ Low-level formats IDE drives. 


POST-Probe" 

♦ Universal Power-On Self-Test card. 

♦ Works with any ISA, EISA, PS2, 
Channel computers. ♦ Extensive manual 
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Furniture Designed 
By Computer Users. 


• 16 desks priced 
delivered from 
$419. 

• Factory direct 
savings. 

• Guaranteed. 



’ROTECTOR 


VISA/MC 


(Down) Time is Money 

■ Remains in place during use...just type right 
through it 

■ Prevents costly repairs 

■ Soft, flexible, fits like a glove 

« Durable High-Tech Polymer lasts for years 

■ More than 1,000 custom fit models available 

■ The original SafeSkin® - Only $24.95 

Protect Your Entire System 

Dust Covers - All Models - All Styles 

Economical Vinyl from $6.95 each 
Breathable Fabric from $7.95 each 

Call Today: 1-800-627-7752 





































Save Disk Space 



"PKZIP is the undisputed champion of 
data compression" - BYTE Magazine 

"It [PKZIP] combines blazing 
decompression times and excellent 
compression speed" - PC Magazine 

PKZIP version 2.0 

PKWARE ® introduces the next generation of 
its award winning compression utility. PKZIP 
2.0 yields greater performance levels than 
achieved with previous releases of the 
software. 

Software developers! You can significantly 
reduce product duplication costs by 
decreasing the number of disks required to 
distribute your applications. Call for 
Distribution License information. 


Data Compression Library 

The PKWARE Data Compression Library ® 
allows you to incorporate data compression 
technology into your software applications. 
The application program controls all the 
input and output of data, allowing data to be 
compressed or extracted to or from any 
device or area of memoiy. 



I r T v F'® p ut Your Executables 
A 1VL/1 1 Lu on a Painless Diet! 
PKLITE increases your valuable disk space by 
compressing executable (.EXE and .COM) 
files by an average of 45%. The operation of 
PKLITE is transparent. All you will notice is 
more available disk space! 



Software developers! Save disk space and 
media costs with smaller executables. You 
can distribute your software in a compressed 
form with PKLITE Professional." PKLITE 
Professional gives you the ability to 
compress files so that they cannot be 
expanded. This discourages reverse 
engineering of your programs. 


r ou may place your order for PKWARE products by 
ly mall. Prices listed are for ■■■— — - —~. 

or multiple use information. 


single computer. Please call 


PKZIP®, PKUNZIP® & PKSFX® v. 2.0 $47 00 

PKLITE® $46.00 

PKLITE Professional® $146.00 

PKWARE Data Compression Library® for DOS $275.00 

PKWARE Data Compression Library for Windows $350.00 

PKWARE Data Compression Library for OS/2 $350.00 


LL ORDERS OUTSIDE OF THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA Ml 
'ID, The American Express Card, MasterCard, VISA, check 


You can receive a catalog containing information 
on the complete line of PKWARE software by 


All-purpose Data Compression algorithm 
compresses ASCII or binary data quickly. 
An adjustable dictionary size allows 
software to be fine tuned for maximum 
compression or speed. The routines can be 
used with most popular languages, such as 
C, C++, Pascal, Assembly, Basic, etc. 



9025 N. Deerwood Drive Brown Deer, W1 53223-2437 
(414) 354-8699 Pax (414) 354-8559 
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MEMORY MADE 
SIMPLE 


GUARANTEE YOUR TRADING WITH SECURED 
FINANCIAL AND LEGAL PROTECTION 


FOR THE SELLER FOR THE BUYER 

We Secure the Money We Procure & Test the 


LET US PROTECT YOUR INVESTMENT. 


I MEMORY • CPU’S • IIAlll) DRIVES » MONITORS] 


1 - 800 - 900-7590 


^ Reads ^ ^ esS eN 

VJ&tfc - 



LIFETIME GUARANTEE ; 

Memory for all Printers, Notebooks, and Laptops ] 

If you don’t see it Call 1 - 800 - 662-7466 


Z56K x 1 DIPS 


\ 

1MB x 1 DIPS Data Memory Systems Ini 


Salem, NH 03079 


256K x 4 DIPS Fax: 603-898-6585 

in m 


1 - 800 - 662-7466 

Memory Upgrade Specialists Since 1987 


SomwowS I CPU & MEMORY 


1 1 11 i t •*' 

For tpso"’ p tm \ers 

r 


486 8/30 pin 2/72pin 3VLB 8 

256K cache (no cpu). 

BOARD, W/CP 
.. L-2 nr.-.n ■ 

w/Dx2/80 AMD 3v. 

' ' 

I AMD . 

- ■ . ‘ M<i , 


?! or ' 

- ' 

l 

l „ Bu w\n" "" ,en '°l\eyaoard K 

supp° rts n 



1 x 9 - 70 (30pin) 1 MB. 

.37 

4 x 9 - 70 (30pin) 4MB. 

.143 

1 x 32/36 - (72pin) 4MB.... 

.121/132 

2 x 32/36 - (72pin) 8MB.... 

.239/254 

4x32/36 • (72pin) 16MB.. 

.505/498 

8 x 32/36 - (72pin) 32MB... 

.1,022/1,181 

AMD DX2-66/4-100. 

..41/93 

lntelDX2™66 / 4™100. 

.97/94 

Intel Pentium® 75/90. 

.177/266 

Intel Pentium® 100/120... 

.316/381 

Intel Pentium® 133. 

.556 


Memory, Etc. 

1457 W. Southern Ave., Suite 18 


vmJSK 


ition 
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PC Computing 


THE FINEST PC CIF 


and unmatched technical support. Ji 



accept major credit cards and CODs. 
product guide and catalog. All HSBcirci 
back guarantee, and a full 3 year warranty. Al 
for life. We positively guarantee our circuit b< 


HSB 


Motherboards!) 

V_ The Key to a Faster Computer / 


Motherboard Discount Center 

1035 N. McQueen Suite #123 
Gilbert, AZ 85233 
Local 602-813-6547 Fax 602- 



Supermicro P55CMS-100 4-Isa,4-Pci,256k,4-72p,ide,Ami 
Supermicro P55CMS-133 4-Isa,4-Pci,256k,4-72p,ide,Ami $759 

Supermicro P55CMS-150 4-Isa,4-Pci,256k,4-72p,ide,Ami - 

Arnptron 133mhz 4-Isa, 3-PCI,256k,IDE/IO,6-72p, - 
Amptron ISOmhz 4-Isa, 3-PCI,256k,IDE/IO,6-72p,' 

Tyan 133mnz 5-Isa,4-Pci,256k,6-72p,IDE/IO, Triton 
TVan Titan III 133mhz 5-Isa,4-Pci,512k.6-72p,IDE/IO, Triton 
ASUS 4XTE 133mhz 5-Isa,4-Pci,256k,6-72p,IDE/IO, Triton 
Quick P54TI lOOmhz 4-Isa,4-Pci,256k,EIDE,I/0,4-72p,Ami 
Micronics M54HI-100 4-Isa,4-Pci,256k,4-72p,ide,Ami 


SHUTTLE 

a486DX4-100 4-Isa,4-PCI,Ide,I/0,256k,4-72p,Zif 
Isa,3-Vesa,256k,4-72p, Opti,,- 


All 


lAemory^ 


531 Main St., 


PC/COMPUTING 



LE 508 ON READER SERVICE 


We'll Pay YOU for 

Your Ola Memory 



1x9 4x9 30 Pin 
1x32 2x32 4x32 
1x36 2x36 4x36 
8x36 72 pin 

Notebook, Laptop, Subnote, Credit Card (1C DRAM) Modules 


$ ANY SIMMS $ 


SOJ, TSOP, ZIP, DRAM, VRAM, IBM * Over 30 Years Experience • We now Sell Memory & CPU's 

man THE MEMORY LIQUIDATORS 


Fax 310-326-7790 b Oc$°' 
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Boards/Components/Chips/Batteries/Storage Devices 


PC Computing 




READER SERVICE CARD 


Laptop/NB/PB, CMOS, 
camcorders, cameras, RC vehicles, 

toys, cordless phones/drills/shaver 

cellular, remotes, calculators, pet fences. 

UPS/ LANS, Ni-Cads, 
chargers etc. 

We Rebuild! Call & Ask! 

OEM-Industrial-MRO-Wholesale-Retail 
We stock what you need! 

No Minimums! 

Visa/MC/AmX/Dicvr/COD/PO#'s 

Battery Express 

713 Gladstone Street 

t irkersburg, WV USA 26101-5661 

800 - 666-2296 

304-428-2296 , 

Fax; 304-428-2297 24 hour | 


BATTERIES 


Increase Your Battery Life! 

Over 3 ,000 Laptop Batteries 
Cellular and Catnconder too 
Same day Shipping & 1 yr Guarantee 
NiCad and Nickel Metal Hydride 


IBM Thinkpad 360/750 Series $219 

Compaq Contura NIMH $119 

NEC Versa NIMH $179 

Texas Inst. TM3000/4000 $82 

Toshiba T1000LE/SE/XE $59 

Toshiba T1900-1960 NiMH $125 

Toshiba T4700-4900CT $125 

AST Premium Executive $74 

Universal Laptop Car Cord 


800 - 769-3739 

Open 24 hrs/7 days Key: FF121 
Call for FREE Battery Guide & Catalog 


)N READER SERVICE CA 


LE 514 ON READER SERVICE CARD 



SYSTEMS 
486 DX4/100 System $929 

Pentium 75 System $1249 

‘ " i 90 System 
,...,....i 100 System 
Pentium 120 System 
(4MB for 486 8MB for Pentium] 


Motherboard & CPU(Triton for 
orMini Tower Case 

«3 Button Mouso 
vt MB SVGA Card (PCI/VLB) 
w14" SVGA .28 Monitor 
»850 MB Hard Drive 
n4MB Ram for 486 
b 8MB Ram for Pentium 
^Choice of Windows 3.1 and 
DOS 6.22 or Windows 95 

SYSTEM UPGRADES: 

vl.2 GB Hard Drive $75 

wl.6 GB Hard Drive $125 

«2X CD Rom (w/Speakers,$125 
16-Bit Sound Card) 

V4X CD Rom (w/Speakers$l90 
16-Bit Sound Card) 

V64-Bit Video (2MB)Pent. 

' ‘ ‘ Fax/Modem 
■ MB Ram 


§L©w©yT PRieiis 


8 MOTHERBOARDS 


AMD DX2 66MHz CPU 

AMDDX2 80MHz CPU 
AMD DX4 100MHz CPU $90 

(BUWIW” IBS 

P Pentium 90MHz CPU $265 

Pentium 100MHz CPU $315 

Pentium 120MHz CPU $375 

Pentium 133MHz CPU $575 

‘ DX/DX2/DX4 M.B. 256K $98 
DX2/DX4 PCI M.B. 256K $110 
Pentium 75-100 MB, 256K $135 

Pent. 75-133 -1-Triton MB 256K $180 
(w/PCI Enhanced IDE Controller) 
MONITORS 6 VIBE® CARPI 
Pacom 14" SVGA .28 DP Nl 8239 
GVC15" SVGA .28 DP Nl 
Cirrus 1MB VESA SVGA Card 
Trident 1MB PCI SVGA Card 
Trio64 64Bit 2MB PCI Card ▼— 
Genesis 64Bit 2MB VRAM PCI $249 


CD-ROM 
Acer 2X CD Rom Kit(2X Drive. $125 
16-Bit Sound Card, Speakers) 

Acer 4X CD Rom Kit(4X Drive, $190 
16-Bit Sound Card, Speakers) 

Acer 2X CD-Rom Drive $75 

Acer 4X CD-Rom Drive $150 

Teac 6X IDE CD-Rom Drive $199 

Plextor 6X SCSI CD-Rom $465 

16-Bit SCSI Sound Card 
Acer 16-Bit Sound Card (IDE) 

Sound Blaster 16 Value 
Sound Blaster 32 Value 
Stereo Speakers 

ACCESSORIES 


$7C 

$8< 


Full Tower Case w/PS $95 
3.5" 1.44 MB Floppy $29 
14.4 Kbps Fax/Modem $47 
28.8 Kbps Fax/Modem $130 
IDE Controller $15 

..... .... . Enhanced IDE Controller $29 

OAU, OMR COMPETITION - THEN CALL Mil 

800 - 462-1800 m 


MEMORY <tB88t 

4MB (1x32) 72-pin $13( 

4MB 1x361 72-pin $13! 

8MB 2x32) 72-pin $25 

8MB 2x36 72-pin $26 

16MB (4x32) 72-pin $49 
16MB 4x36) 72-pin $S1> 
4MB (1x32) EDO 60NS $14. 
8MB 2x32) EDO 60NS$285 
1MB (1x3) 30-pin 
■— 1x9) 30-pin 
.... (2x8) 30-pin 
4MB (4x3) 30-pin $ 

HARD DRIVES 
Conner 850 MB IDE $ 

Conner t.2 GB IDE S 
Conner 1.08 GB SCSI $ 
Conner 2.1 GB SCSI $ 
Samsung 850 MB IDE $ 
Samsung 1.08 GB IDE \ 
Samsung 1.2 GB IDE $ 

Seagate 420 MB IDE t 

Seagate 540 MB IDE 3 

Seagate 850 MB IDE < 

Seagate 1.08 GB IDE 5 

Seagate 1.05 GB SCSI < 

Western Digital 635 MB i... 
Western Digital 850 MB $200 
Western Digital 1.2 GB 


Nex-Gen 

90 / 100 mhg 

586/Pentium 
$249 & up 

IBM Blue Lighting 
75 mhz board and CPU 
w/built in I/O & IDE. 

ONLY!! $159 

Intel Pentium PCI 
75-133 motherboard with 
built in I/O & IDE, w/o CPU. 

, ONLY!! $189 

Image 

Computers & Solutions Inc. 
We Sell IBM and Intel based 
motherboards and CPUs as well as 
a full line of computer components 
and peripherals. Call for pricing 

at l(800)IMAGE-62 

(462-4362) 



FEBRUARY 1! 
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F ] 

TECRA 700CT<22^ 
TECRA 700CS 

TOSHIBA 



Take a Byte out of High Prices - call 

PREMIUM COMPUTER, INC. 800-266-2895 


PENTIUM 120/133 PCI $ 1288/1368 
PENTIUM 75/100 PCI $1199/1249 
PENTIUM 60 VL BUS $1099 
486DX4-100 VL BUS $1038 
486DX2-80 VL BUS $999 

IBM 486 SLC-66 VLB $938 
8 MB RAM, 1.44 MB FLOPPY DR. MATH 
CO., 850 MB HARD DR., PCI (586) /VLB 
(486) CONTLR.PCK586) /VLB (4861SVGA 
CARD 1M, 14” SVGA COLOR.28DOT N.I. 
101 KEYBOARD, MOUSE, WINDOWS 95 


PC/COMPUTING 


4XCD ROM.SOUND CARD.SPKR $199 
2XCD ROM,SOUND CARD,SPKR $99 
115 WATTSPKRS-AC POWERED $39 
120 WATT SPXRS-AC POWER $45 
170 WATT SPKRS-AC POWER $49 
26 CD TITLES INCL ENCY.MULTI $30 
14.4K INT.FAX/MODEM $49 
14.4K INT.FAX/MODEM VOICE $59 
14.4K EXT.FAX/MODEM $ 69 
28.8 INT.FAX/MODEM V34 $129 

PCMCIA 14.4 FAX/MODEM $99 
PCMCIA 28.8 FAX/MODEM $299 
CLEARANCE CALL FOR PRICES 
|MS OFFICE PRO. 4.3 & STD 4.2 

UN READER SERVICE CARD 


AT&T MULTIMEDIA 
486SX2-66, 8MB RAM 
1.44 MB FLOPPY DR. 

340 MB HARD DRIVE 
SVGA CARD 1024X768 
14” SVGA COLOR MONITOR 1 
2XCD ROM DR. SOUND 
CARD & SPEAKERS 
101 KEYBOARD,MOUSE 
WINDOWS & DOS. 26 CD 


$ 899 

misuse, or negligence. No refund after 3d days from 
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Is your Cable 
Company 
Alienating You? 

Say NO to unearthly 
rental fees! 

Owning your cable equipment: 
you the high cost of monthly 
juipment rental charges, and gives you 

of your tv. We have the Best in 


CONVERTERS and DESCRAMBLERS! 





Modem ~e **" 

(No per fnin./hrty fees) Must be Adult to Access 
CIRCLE 532 ON READER SERVICE CARD 

SEXY CD-ROMS! 

1 - 800 - 288-9475 
FREE CD! 


\Cloth( 

• Guaranteed 
Quality 

Microstore 

800 - 962-8885 

FAX: 612- ^ LE SUEUR. 


** • FREE Launcher 
Hf Software 

• Get On-Line 
Immediately! 

• Telnet To Other BBS's 

• 128 High Speed (28.8k) 
Modems 

• Surf The World Wide Web 

• New User Help Menus 
•Huge IRC & MUD Menus 

• POP-Mail, PINE, Elm, E-mail 



FREE CATALOG 



CIRCLE 534 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


WoRldwidE DisTitibuTORs 
of CD ROM SoFtware 

New TItIg| Wttkly 

• Business • Religion 

• Clip Art • Education 

• Games • Literature 

• Music • Reference 

• Shareware • Adult 

CaII J#Free io OriIer or [or a Free opdAiE 

SL800 8 CD ROMS® 

For Multimedia & Memory Upgrades 

UwcciNdiiioNAlly CmmmEEd • DeaIer Ibwwis WeIcom; 


12 CREENWood Avenue • WyNCOiE, PA 19095 * USA 

( 215 ) 572-9851 • Fax ( 215 ) 522-9852 
(WWW) http://www.consldcdrom.co 
(Email) cdrom@consldcdrom.com 


Advertise 

Here,Where Business 
Computing Buyers 
Buy Direct! 


These ads 
work! 74% 
of those 
who read 
Marketplace 
ads buy 
off the page. 


the INTERNET NOVICE 11 


The ONLY newsletter 
specifically created for the 
new and prospective 
Internet user. So, whether 
you are a beginning netter, 
or are just starting to get 
interested in this whole 
Internet thing, The Internet 
Novice is for you. 


Contact us for a 
complimentary, 
sample issue! 


CompuTate, Inc. 
3865 Wilson Boulevard 
Suite 100-A 
Arlington, VA22203 
(703) 527-7149 


http://www.access.digex.net/~tates 


MBBS-World Group 
Unlimited Access 
http://www.talk.net 
ACC 70elco*ne Ho- (Zftat 
Gay-Straight-Bi 
Swingers 

(Must be 21+) 




It* REE QUt 
\t+ REE OUt 
tt'+REEQU 


TELNET 

TO 

TALK.net 

or 

Call 

217-322-1414 


PC/COMPUTING 
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Sexy INTERACTIVES 

Sexy CD A - OBAtflXATlOH - Interodive Dntabase wilh 1000+ SVGA pkture 
Sexy CD B- PUK 69 FROM OUTER SPMI - CrsJi udMIed GIFSFrom moyi 


Sexy FLIX 

TOO NAUGHTY TO SAY NO; KING DONG; SEXCAPADES; SEX GAMES; 
ASIAN IADIES 1 & 2, SAMllRAI PERVERT, B BABES 2,3 & 4, VIRTUAL 

---'", 2. SEYMOUR BUTTS U 2, DREAM 

IT fox 3,4,5, VIRTUAL VALERIE 2 

Se jc^f PIX™ 


Sexy DISKS 

Interactive Girls Club - interactive gomes wilh full motion video $49. 

800-462-SEXY ( 7399 ) f* 1 . m vk / FAX 215-997-2571 

Foreign Orders Add 
O to: S S 


CIRCLE 540 ON READER SE 


Interactive Adult CD-ROM 

Adult Movie Almanac.$49.95 NeuroOancer..$39.95 

Amateur Models 1 or 2.$19.95 Nightwatch 1 or 2.$39.99 

Baby’s Got Butt.$28.99 Oriental Action.$21.95 

Big Bust Babes Volume 1.$19.95 Penthouse Select-A-Pet Volume 1 $27.95 

Celebrity Nudes.$22.95 Penthouse Virtual Photo Shoot ...$58.95 


Dirty Bob's Xce'lcn! Adventure...$29.95 Private Prison.$44.95 

Electric Swing.$29.95 Samurai Pervert..„,.„j > j....$46.99 

Elements of Desire.$32.99 Sexual Instinct.$21.95 

Erotic Virtual Sampler 1.$ 9.95 Superstars of Japanese Pom ....$44.95 

Girls Of Vivid Volume 1 or 2.$19.95 Tabloid Beauties.. .$29 95 

Int. Adv. of Seymore Butts 1 or 2..$46.95 Taste of Erotica.$ 6.99 


....$31.99 Vampire's Kiss.... 


....$44.95 


National Lampoon's Blind Date $34.95 Virtually Yours.$44.95 

Exclusive Frequent Buyer Program pays you back for buying from us! 

Call 1-800-275-1734 

lilEBIBiflB 


Smoke Your Modem 
FREE! FREE! FREE! 


217-322-1999 
Super Sexy Chat 
Super Sexy Chat 
Super Sexy Chat 

ALWAYS FREE!!! 
Chat, IRC 
FTP,Telnet 
News & GIFS 


Ait “TOetcoette *7<x 

Gay-Straight-Bi 
Swingers 
(Must be 21 +) 


MODEM SEX 


PDComputing 


Where fidutls Com h Play! 


The World's Choice for 

HOT MODEM FUN! 

• CHAT LIVE w/Thousands of Ladies 
& Gents in Groups or Private! 

•Tons of Sizzling Hot Message Areas! 

• Large Shareware & Gif Libraries! 

• Great Fun for Singles & Couples! 
'Matchmaker DafingBase 

• Connections! 

• Live Competitive Gaming with Prizes! 

• Plus Much, Much, More! 

Over 800 JEveal 
/Access Numbers' 

CALL NOW I 
For Local Numbers 
& Logon Instructions: 

voice:800-947-0936 
Modem: 41 5 - 703-8899 

Telnet: odyssey.ody.com 


THE L/LTItAATE 

ANOTHER 

ADULT 353 

World bBS 


• FREE Unlimited Access 

• TELNETIousalAWOL.COM 

• 100,000 Shareware & GIF’s.Windows, 

Mac and DOS files 

• Adult Forums & Sexy Chat 

• Latest Shareware, Internet Tools 
and Games 

1-409-633-6000 

expedience you'll neve* popaer! 

1 GAY 

L MODEM 

| The Ultimate \dult BBS. 

Over 18's only. International calibrates apply. 

taREEACCEsg 


CIRCLE 541 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


GAY M€N! 

Hundreds of Local Access Numbers! 
For Your Local Number & Logon Instructions Call: 

voice:(800) 949-2668 
M0dem:{415) 703-8200 

(telnet: bbseyecon.com) 
(www:http//www.eyecon.com) 




FKEEAPULT 

BBi 

The Sexieft Elate in 
Cyber}face! 

Featuring the Worlds Finest 
Pro, Amateur & Rare, 

"hard to get" Images 
% Live On-Line Chat 
% Nasty Adult Classifieds from 


• . . 

% FREE ACCESS 
# FREE DOWNLOADS 
^ NO subscription / NO credit card. 
% Daily Updates 
% One Call Does It All! 

% Modem: 011-639-8B8-77-8333 

% New Feature 

Talk Live on the World Party Line!: 
1-809 474 1051 (Voice) 

IntT long distance rates apply. 


erotic twcom 

ciclult bbs 


ALL YOUR DARKEST 
DESIRES NOW DELIVERED 
VIA MODEM! 


011-852 

1729-8993 
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P Computing 



MEET HOT CAY MEN 

Explore your fantasies! 


• Live on-line hot chat for men 

• Erotic classified ads 

• Adult message areas 

• Explicit personal profiles 

100% private 
Less than 30« per hour 



World's hottest 
fast easy to download - no 
waiting - unrestricted! 

Immediate access 

011 - 852 - 172 - 989-69 

1,000's of new images, erotic 
chat, conf. forums, games, 
software - must be over 18 
Free to call only LD charges apply 
Plus check out our new Web site: 
http://www.blushing.com 


The hottest adult BBS brings 
you high quality with no 
compromises. 

Featuring all the 
i GIFs you ever 
wanted (over 10 GB), loads of origi¬ 
nal content, and 
more, much 
more. Plus: hot chat with people 
from all over the world. And best of 
all: ITS FREE! 

Absolutely no 
charges, no credit card needed, just 
dial and download immediately. 
SIMPLY DIAL: 

011 852 172 04 050 



CLASSIFIED 


























































http://www.eb.com 



“...the crown jewel of all Internet offerings” 

- James Coates, Chicago Tribune 

Answer the question of the moment...do serious research...or just exercise your curious mind. 
Only Britannica Online™ combines the authority and breadth of Encyclopaedia Britannica® with the 
vast resources of the Internet to put reliable and comprehensive information at your fingertips. 

For a limited-time free trial of Britannica Online, visit http://www.eb.com today. 


Britannica Online™ 


From the editors of ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA. 













SMALL OFFICE/HOME OFFICE 
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hot 


Manage Yourself 

Have you ever called 
somebody and suddenly had 
the uneasy feeling that you 
already sent them e-mail 
covering the same ground? 
Contact 95 lets you log 
phone calls and ties in with 
e-mail and snail mail. Your 
clients will think you’re well 
organized. We know better. 
Contact 95 / Janna Systems / 

(800) 268-6107 / $100 est. street price / 
Reader Service No. 771 



print on labels of all sizes 
with the Label Writer XL Plus. 

Mailing to the Masses 

Label printers should be easy 
to install, simple to use, and 
compact. CoStar’s LabelWriter 
XL Plus fits the bill. But the 
AddressMate Plus software 
makes the difference. It works 
within your word processor 
* and comes with a Pitney 
I Bowes address-correction CD, 
g a quarterly disc that helps you 
E add bar codes, get full zip 
| codes, sort mailings—and even 
> catch mismatches between 
£ addresses and zip codes. 

5 LabelWriter XL Plus and Address 
g Mate Plus / CoStar / (800) 426-7827 / 

o $240 and $70 est. street price, 

£ respectively / Reader Service No. 772 


Getting Up to Speed 

Business Basics 



With so much new stuff 
hitting the streets in the past 
six months, it’s no wonder 
you’re having a hard time 
keeping up. Here’s our pick 
of SOHO-sawy ways to 
get your brain (and 
business) cruising in the 
technological fast lane.... 
Figuring It Out 
International University 
College, the Ivy League of 
the satellite set, offers an 
eight-week course called 
“Using the Internet in 
Business”—with an 
interesting twist: The college 
practices what it preaches. 
Courses are broadcast over 
satellite and cable TV (via 
Jones Intercable’s ME/U 
channel) or delivered to 
your door on videocassette. 
Augment lessons by talking 
to your instructor, Robert 
Geier, on the Internet, and 
submit your homework 
online. ($335 per course; 
800-777-6463 or 
http://www.iuc.com/html). 

... Staying on Top Once 
you get caught up with 
current events, staying 
there can be a full-time 
preoccupation. Magee 
Enterprises’ Rosebud may be 
the first usable PC search 
agent. It’s designed to scour 
CompuServe for topics, 
phrases, stock ticker 
symbols, sports teams, or 
whatever you want, plus it 
runs in the background on 
your Windows PC according 
to a schedule you set. 
Rosebud will even page you 


if, say, a stock 
drops below a 
preset value ($40 
est. street price; 
800-662-4330). A 
14-day free trial 
version is available 
on CompuServe 
(GO PCVENA 
Library 6).... 

Keeping Track Now that 
most applications are 
available on CD-ROM, you 
might find yourself swapping 
discs the way you used to in 
the floppy era. The CD- 
ROM jukebox—expensive 
and clunky—has been the 
only solution. But no more. 
Panasonic’s Big 5 quad-speed 
CD-ROM changer (above) 
houses five discs at a time and 
is easier to use than any 
cartridge or caddie. Just slip a 
disc into the slot and the 
autochanger mechanism 


Finding Business 

Whether you’re looking for 
clients or checking back into 
the corporate race, Individual 
Software’s ResumeMaker 
Deluxe CD ($40 est. street 
price; 800-822-3522) can help 
you get the details down. 
Create your resume, write 
cover letters, and use the 
contact and scheduling 
features to keep up-to-date. 
The Virtual Interview helps 
sharpen your one-on-one 
skills. KA, JOC, and WL 


Reader Service Numbers: Using the 
Internet in Business, 775; Rosebud, 


racks it up. ($299 est. st 
price; 800-742-8086)... 


774; Big 5,777; ResumeMaker, 776 


LOGITECH'S TRACKMAN MARBLE 



What you tell your accountant: 

‘This ergonomic tool lets me 
achieve precise tracking 
using a patented optical 
technology. Faster 
navigating means saved 
time, effort, and money.” 

What you tell your 
friends: 

“Marble mousing is so 
fast and too cool." 

TrackMan Marble / Logitech / (800) 231-7717 / 
$99 est. street price / Reader Service No. 777 
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Usability Test 


Many Happy Returns 


T his time of year, a flat, personal income tax begins to 
sound pretty good. Who wouldn’t be willing to give 
up a few deductions if it meant dispensing with the 
annual agony of filling out tax forms? Millions of people 
have turned to tax-preparation programs to deal with 


this angst. But can tax 
software really make your 
life simpler and save you 
money? Is it worth using if 
you have only a few forms to 
fill out? And can you have 
confidence in it if you’re one 
of those “lucky” individuals 
with a lot of taxable income? 

We ran prerelease 
versions of Block Financial’s 


TaxCut and TurboTax 
Deluxe easy enough for 
novice tax preparers. And 
who isn’t a novice with a 
program that’s used only 
once a year? 

But even TurboTax Deluxe 
left our testers feeling a litde 
anxious about forgetting 
something—despite its 
extensive array of features for 
double-checking 
your math, 
auditing your 
return, suggesting 



PC 1040: TaxCut’s helpful audit feature packages, it isn’t 
identifies each affected form so you can always clear how 
easily correct your errors. to fix it; and even 

if you understand 
a tax question, 
that doesn’t mean 
you can find the answer. 

Still, 30 percent more 
taxpayers turn from pencil 
and paper to tax programs for 
help every year. We found 
that all four programs 
include pretty much the same 
set of features, although their 
execution varies. Tax 
programs have developed 
without a new twist for a 
couple of years—developers 


Kiplinger TaxCut, Intuit’s 
TurboTax Deluxe, Parsons 
Technology’s Personal Tax 
Edge, and 4Home 
Productions’ Simply Tax, 
through PC Computing’s 
Usability Labs. All of the 
tax-preparation packages are 
complete when it comes to 
tax forms, help, and extras, 
such as tax advice. But our 
testers found only Kiplinger 
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have just paid 
more attention t< 
improving 
existing features. 

This year’s 
programs offer 
easier access to 
more obscure 
Internal Revenue Service 
forms than ever before. You’ll 
enjoy simpler navigation 
through plain-English 
interviews, better-written 
program help, and more 
expert tax advice. The latter is 
delivered with the CD-ROM 
versions of TaxCut and 
TurboTax Deluxe via dozens 
of multimedia videos and 
audio clips, complete IRS 
documentation, and online 
versions of financial best¬ 
sellers. In fact, there’s more 
raw tax 



Tax Pointers: TurboTax Deluxe not only 
helps you find missed deductions, it also 
uses hypertext links to explain tax topics. 


easiest way to fill in the 
blanks. TaxCut also provides 
the best help through the tax- 
preparation process with 
video clips that are especially 
informative. TurboTax 
Deluxe’s interview is more 
visually pleasing and 
comprehensive, but its video 
clips are often a bit too 
general for novices. 

Both Personal Tax Edge 
and Simply Tax have then- 
pluses and minuses. Then- 
user interviews are pretty 




Saving Suggestions: When you’ve 
finished the forms, Personal Tax Edge 
delivers tax-saving tips for next year. 

Personal Tax Edge / Parsons Technology / 

(800) 223-6925 / $29 to $39 list price / 

Reader Service No. 780 






























Five functions. One machine. A Xerox 
Document WorkCenter-250 makes it simple to 
do your best work ever, right at home. 

It's a fax, a printer, a copier, a 
scanner and a PC fax. Everything ; 
you need to be even more Print 
productive, more professional. 

We've even included TextBridge 


Scan 


Copy 



Sleep program means if you should have a problem 
within the first year, we'll bring a free 
replacement the next day. 

Just visit Office 


$100 

REBATE 

NOW 

$599 


PC Fax Depot, OfficeMax, Service 
Merchandise or Staples to take 
one home. You can also reach us 
at http://www.xerox.com/soho.html 


WorkGenter„250 

Professional Edition® software, so The all-in-one office partner. or call 1-800-TEAMXRX, ext. 813 for 


you can scan any document into your 
own word processing and edit immediately. No 
re-typing. No wasted time. 

You'll find the Document WorkCenter's easy 


more information. 

You'll find the Document WorkCenter 250 
truly is a simpler way to do good work. 


THE DOCUMENT COMPANY 

to afford, easy to use. And our Service While You XEROX 

Circle 124 on reader service card. 
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ired of using cryptic DOS 

fflE^ --a _ Hi shareware programs to extract or ipi 

compress files? Vertisoft Zip-It™ makes it as easy as 
E^I point-and-click in Windows 95 and Windows 3.1. Hp Tjj| 

Ifiol Only Zip-It lets you extract, view and edit files, or even run a 
Wm Wr program from a ZIP file. And creating ZIP files is easy. Simply pick the files 
you want and drag and drop them onto Zip-It’s window. 

Y Zip-It shrinks the size of your files up to 98%. It’s 100% PKZIP™ 13K 

[ ^ compatible and 100% Internet-ready. B& WfijiT 

And our exclusive Zip-It Plus feature creates Windows self-extracting H ft 

archives that you can easily share with others. BrtA HI 

I For the name of your nearest Zip-It retailer, ■ Mflk '■■I 

zip to the phone and call 1-800-466-5875 ext. Z102. 9L By ■, 1 

| J Shrink the size of H your files up to 98%. ’ 

\ZZLl onff Vertisoft Zip-It is a trademark of Vertisoft Systems, Inc PKZIP is a trademark of PKWARE, Inc. Windows and MS-DOS are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. 
TCI llbU I l ©1995 Vertisoft Systems, Inc All rights reserved. Four Embarcadero Center, Suite 3470, San Francisco, CA 94111. Tel: 803.295.5p75 Fax: 803.269.4719 

Circle 284 on reader service card. 










Usability Test 


Split-Level View: Simply Tax’s split 
screen is good for identifying problems, 
but its audit screen isn’t as thorough. 


good, but each has 
idiosyncrasies that make it 
difficult to work through the 
tax forms or to make changes 
or add details once you’ve 
entered data. And Simply 
Tax was sometimes so slow 
that we wondered whether 
there was something wrong 
with our computer. Personal 
Tax Edge, on the other hand, 
is a zippy, 32-bit, Windows 
95 application. 

All four tax programs 
yield an extensive set of 
printed documents that you 
can use to file your taxes. 
Their output is complete, 
IRS-approved, and ready for 
filing. You also get your own 
personal summary with your 
filing status, gross and 
taxable incomes, plus 
background notes. 

TurboTax Deluxe and 
Simply Tax offer a few more 
forms than TaxCut and 
Personal Tax Edge, but 
who’s counting? There are 
more than 120 IRS forms to 
worry about, and many 
you’d never dream of asking 
for, if one of these programs 
didn’t prompt you. 

The programs also offer 
tax forms for 24 states for 
around $20 on top of the 
basic package price. These 
forms pretty much cover 
states coast to coast—from 
Maine to California—and 


are easy to fill 
out once you’ve 
completed 
your federal 
tax return. 

The Business 
Edge The CD- 
ROM versions of 
TaxCut and 
TurboTax 
Deluxe offer 
extensive videos 
on operations as 
well as tax 
advice. With 
more than 100 
clips, TurboTax Deluxe has 
about twice as many as 
TaxCut, but our testers 
found TaxCut’s videos more 
helpful. The exception is the 
extra help found in the $80 


SIDE BY SIDE 


TurboTax for Business. This 
new version translates 
convoluted IRS lingo for 
issues of most interest to 
small businesses. In addition, 
there are business-oriented 
tax tips, business-specific 
audit flags, and a multitude of 
small-business-oriented IRS 
publications and expert 
books online. 

TurboTax Deluxe also has 
an advantage when it comes 
to transferring data from 
Intuit’s market-leading 
personal-finance application, 
Quicken. You can get a real 
jump on taxes by keeping the 
tax implications of your 
financial transactions 
current during the year 
and using Quicken’s 
tax-planning module. 


Help, 

I Need 

Some Money Can a 

tax program save you 
money? Possibly. In TaxCut, 
Block Financial Software 
points out that the average 
federal refund is $1,000. 
TurboTax Deluxe is strongest 
by far at helping you find 
deductions to whittle down 
your annual loan to the U.S. 
Department of the Treasury, 
TaxCut is weakest, and 
Personal Tax Edge and 
Simply Tax fall somewhere in 
between. All show how you 
can possibly reduce your tax 
liability in the future, as well 
as point to current deductions 
you might otherwise have 


Pretty Picture: TurboTax’s interview 
process is more eye-catching, but testers 
prefer TaxCut’s interview and help videos. 


Down to Business: Testers found the 
interview process in TaxCut easier to 
follow and more helpful than TurboTax's. 


More Info: TurboTax identified missed 
deductions, errors, and audit warnings 
more completely than TaxCut. 


Let’s Review: TaxCut provides 
personal-tax summaries, but testers felt 
TurboTax gave more financial advice. 
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Usability Test 


Tax Package Feature Audit 



Kiplinger TaxCut 

TurboTax Deluxe 

Personal Tax Edge 

Simply Tax 

Tax Interview 

Easy and logical 

Comprehensive 

Sufficient 

Sufficient 

Answer Checking 

Complete 

Complete 

Sufficient 

Sufficient 

Expert Tax Help 

Most helpful 

Very helpful 

Helpful 

Needs more 

Verdict 


★*** 

*** 

*** 


***** Excellent **** Good *** Acceptable **Poor * Unacceptable 


missed. They also highlight 
items on your return that 
might trigger an audit. 

Of course, you have to use 
these programs correctly, but 
83 percent of third-year 
TurboTax Deluxe users 
report that the program is 
quicker and easier than trying 
to interpret tax forms. You 
can’t go wrong with 
TurboTax Deluxe or 
Personal Tax Edge, whose 
publishers will pay IRS 
penalties if their programs 
make a calculation error. 
TurboTax Deluxe even 
includes an online book 


called “How to Pay Zero 
Taxes,” which includes tips 
for “exclusions, credits, 
deductions, shelters, smart 
investments, and more.” The 
mere existence of these terms 
shows how complicated tax 
law has become. 

Overall, we found all four 
programs fully capable—even 
if you need a lot of forms. If 
indeed you do, you’re still in 
for many hours of data 
gathering and brain twisting. 
As a rule of thumb, the fewer 
forms you file and the simpler 
your tax situation, the more 
you’ll like these programs. 


If your taxes are 
complicated, you can use 
these products to help 
organize your paperwork 
for an accountant. 

With their online advice, 
easy navigation, and tax tips, 
our usability testing found 
that Kiplinger TaxCut and 
TurboTax Deluxe are the 
best picks for surviving 
these taxing times. MH 


Contributors to Soho: 
James Oliver Cury, Mike 
Hogan, and Woody 
Leonhard. 

Edited by Kim AUSTIN. 




If you’re lucky, you’ll 
use a tax-preparation 
program only once a 
year, which makes the 
usability of these 
packages of paramount 
importance. PC 
Computing’s Usability 
Labs’ staff tested the 
head-start editions of 
four leading Windows 
tax-preparation 
packages by 
completing fictitious 
returns for a two- 
income family of five, 
and for a divorced man 
with one child. 

We took 20 minutes 
to familiarize ourselves 
with each program and 
an hour to complete the 
plain-English 
interviews and/or forms 
data entry. At the end, 
we completed each 
program’s final tax 
review and printed and 
compared the tax 
forms. We judged each 
program based on the 
ease of data entry, 
availability and clarity 
of program help, and 
the usefulness of 
discoverable features 
like tax-saving videos. 

Although they 
successfully completed 
both tax returns with all 
the programs, our 
usability testers still felt 
uneasy about filing their 
own income taxes 
online. But it’s hard to 
say whether this fear is 
related to the tax 
programs themselves or 
to the free-floating 
anxiety we all feel when 
facing off with the IRS 
each year. 

FEBRUARY I 996 









































STEP DPe/3000 

• ti l h; lYiiiuiii processor, 

up to 133MHz 

•32MB RAM 

• 256KB coche 

• 1600MB EIDE HDD 

• Six speed CD-ROM 

• 64-hit, PCI graphics with 
2MB video RAM 

•16-hit sound coid 

• 28.8 kbps fox/modem 

• MS Windows 95 (or MS DOS/ 
MS Windows, for Workgroups) 

• Three year limited warranty. 

from $ 3,325 

Dual processor server configura¬ 
tions (with MS Windows NT) also avail¬ 
able. Call lor details. 


STEP INTO 
THE FUTURE 


EVEREX 
STEP FAMILY 


Everex STEP systems redefine the price- 
performance curve for business computing, 
from dual Pentium™ processor servers to 
Pentium processor desktops. All products 
are certified Designed for Windows 95, 
guaranteeing optimal performance for your 
3 2-bit OS and applications. All products 
come with a three year warranty, for addi¬ 
tional peace of mind. 1-800-EVEREX-l 




STEP DPi/3000 

STEP Pro 

STEP SP/2000A 

• 64-bit Pentium™ processor, 

• 64-bit Penb'um” processor. 

• 64-bit Penb'um™ processor, 

up to 133 MHz 

up to 133 MHz 

up to 133 MHz 

•16MB RAM 

•16MB EDO RAM 

• 16MB RAM 

• 256KB cache 

•256KB synchronous cache 

•256KB cache 

• 1275MB EIDE HDD 

•850MB EIDE HDD 

• 850MB EIDE HDD 

•Six speed CD-ROM 

•Six speed CD-ROM 

•Quad speed CD-ROM 

• 64-bit, PCI graphics with 

• 64-bit, PCI graphics with 

• 64-bit, PCI graphics with 

2MB video RAM 

1MB video RAM 

1MB video RAM 

•3D sound card 

•16-bit sound card 

•16-bit sound card 

• 28.8 kbps fax/modem 

•28.8 kbps fax/modem 

•14.4 kbps fax/modem 

•MSWindows95 (orMS 

• MS Windows 95 (or MS 

• MS Windows 95 (or MS 

DOS/MS Windows for 

DOS/MS Windows for 

DOS/MS Windows for 

Workgroups) 

Workgroups) 

Workgroups) 

• Three year limited warranty. 

•Three year limited warranty. 

•Three year limited warranty. 

to $2,495 

to $2,095 

to $1,845 











Virus Checkup 

You just grabbed a great 
freebie online. But stop 
before you unzip it! Let 
McAfee’s WebScan give it 
the once-over, scanning 
for viruses before you risk 
corrupting your system. 

WebScan / McAfee Associates / 
C4083 988-3832 / $39 est street price / 
Reader Service No. 791 

Survey Said 

Need an effective 
online polling method? 
Decisive Technology’s 
unique Internet-survey 
software, Decisive 
Survey, lets you set up 
a custom-made e-mail 
survey in minutes. 

Decisive Survey / Decisive 
Technology / (800) 987-9995 / 
http://www.decisive.com / 
starting at $495 est. street price / 
Reader Service No. 792 

Oracle WebSystem 

Oracle’s new WebSystem 
combines the power of 
the Oracle7 database 
technology with Web- 
based servers, browsers, 
and development tools. 

Oracle WebSystem / Oracle Corp. / 
(415)506-7000/ 
http://www.oracle.com / 
from $4,995 est. street price / 

Reader Service No. 793 


LANGUAGE TRANSLATION 

Parlez-Vous 

Internet? 

There are times when the World 
Wide Web seems awfully 
provincial. The United States is 
home to more than 4.3 million 
Internet hosts, making English 
the Web’s lingua franca. But 
things are changing. Internet 
hosts in non-English-speaking 
countries grew by 108 percent 
last year, and the future of a 
truly global community now 
hinges on language translation. 

Early this year, a number 
of companies announced 
Internet language solutions 
for on-the-fly foreign-to- 
native translation. If they suc¬ 
ceed, you’ll no longer be 
locked out of a Japanese page 
because you speak only Eng¬ 
lish. The first of these technolo¬ 
gies, code-named Barcelona, 
was developed by Globalink. 
Barcelona is an $895 translation 
engine that works with most 
online services, allowing real¬ 
time translation of French, 
German, Italian, Spanish, and 
English, with other languages 


nternet can live up to 
its global potential, language barriers must be broken. 


in development. And don’t be 
surprised to see Barcelona 
incorporated into Netscape’s 
Navigator 2.0; the companies 
are said to be working together 
to make Navigator the global 
I-Way platform. 

Other companies, such as 
Bitstream and Accent Soft¬ 
ware, are working on similar 
language ventures. Bitstream’s 
Cyberbit Worldwide Typeface 
is an international, multilingual 
solution—a sort of Esperanto 


of the font world. Accent 
Software’s product, Internet 
with an Accent, acts as a 
multilingual plug-in for Navi¬ 
gator 2.0 and supports more 
than 30 languages. 

Get more information and 
download demonstration soft¬ 
ware from Globalink, Bit- 
stream, and Accent Software 
from PC Computing Online 
(see instructions on page 36). 
Soon, it won’t matter what lan¬ 
guage you speak. 
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Shop Till You Drop: Essential Online Malls 


ONE-MINUTE GUIDE 


Too tired to drive to the mall? Fire up your 
modem and shop from your desktop! 

2 Market Check out this unique 
CD-ROM-based online-shopping 
experience with goods from Eddie Bauer, 
Starbucks Coffee, and more (America 
Online keyword: 2market). 

eshop plaza eShop Plaza brings you 
unrivaled offers and discounts from Tower 
Records, 1-800-Flowers, Good Guys, and 


Spiegel. Download free eShop software 
(http://www.eshop.com/). 

1-800 MUSIC NOW MCI 

Communications wants you to shop for 
music via its toll-free number or Web site 
(http://www.1800musicnow.mci.com). 

cvbershop Billed as the ultimate 
shopping experience, CyberShop is giving 
away a $25,000 shopping spree. It boasts 
10,000 brand-name products across 


dozens of consumer categories, and has a 
handy search engine that asks you what 
you’re shopping for. Check it out, and 
bring your credit card (http : //www 
.nfic.com/Cybershop/Online/). 

INTERNET SHOPPING NETWORK ISN 

is one of the pioneers of online shopping, 
offering tens of thousands of bargains on 
everything from clothing and flowers to 
computer software and electronics 
(http://www.internet.net). 
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FreeStuff! 

Dylan Tweney: Bookmark Our Web Site forTons of Free Downloads 

HP 

Binary Attachments for E-mail 

ESS-Code creates and decodes UUE- and MIME-encoded binary files for easy e-mailing. 

File: ECD.ZIP Size/Time*: 207K/5 minutes 

***** 

JPEG o’My Heart 

Use LView Pro to view, edit, and convert JPEG, GIF, TIFF, and BMP images. 

File: LVIEWP.ZIP Size/Time*: 306K/8 minutes 

***** 

Up, Up, and Away 

Greatest Paper Airplanes uses animation to teach you how to fold really cool planes. 

File: GPAZIP Size/Time*: 701K/17 minutes 

***** 

Master Icon Editor 

Microangelo lets you browse, edit, and manage Windows icons with ease. 

File: MUANGL.ZIP Size/Time*: 360K/9 minutes 

**** 

Exit Windows Intuitively 

Hate clicking on Start to close Windows? Use TrayExit to shut down with an icon instead. 

File: TRAYEX.ZIP Size/Time*: 9K/15 seconds 

**** 

Upgrade Notepad 

QRead is a powerful text editor with multiple document windows, search tools, and bookmarks. 

File: QRED95.ZIP Size/Time*: 331K/8 minutes 

**** 

Keep an Eye on Windows 95 Programs 

ZD Net’s free Task Monitor lets you see all your running programs, and cascade, tile, or close them. 
File: ZDTSK95.ZIP Size/Time*: 188K/4 minutes 

**** 

Custom Windows Shortcuts 

Use SmiierShell to create function-key shortcuts in Windows 95 or Windows NT. 

File: SMSH95.ZIP Size/Time*: 172K/4 minutes 

*** 

Don’t Lose Your Marbles 

In Marble, a game of logic and experimentation, you overcome hidden obstacles to get through a maze. 
File: MARBLE.ZIP Size/Time*: 57K/1 minute 

*** 

Tiny CD Player 

Simply but effectively, CD Satellite plays audio-CD tracks in the order you specify. 

File: CDSAT.ZIP Size/Time*: 8K/15 seconds 

*** 

•ALL FILES ARE AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD FROM PC COMPUTING'S WEB EDITION AT http://WWW.ZDNET.COM/ 

-PCCOMP. FILE 

SIZES QUOTED ARE THE BYTES IN THE ZIP FILE; DOWNLOAD TIMES ARE CITED AT 14.4KBPS. SEE PAGE 36 FOR COI 
INFORMATION ON OUR ONLINE SERVICES. 

MPLETE 



Insites 

GAMES GALORE Pacific HiTech’s Web site 
is a cornucopia of games and other 
goodies you can download. 

http://www.pht.com/ 



MAKING NEW DISCOVERIES Use 

Discovery’s Knapsack to search any topic 
and store the results for future use. 
http://www.discovery.com/ 

RADIO-FREE NETIZENS Tune into 
CyberCom for access to dozens of Web 
radio stations. 
http://www.netradio.net 

COUPON MANIA FreeMark Communications 
has coupons you can clip online. 
http://www.freemark.com 



PARANOIA, BIG DESTROYER Want 
commentary beyond the typical techno¬ 
rank and file? Bookmark KevinTX’s 
Paranoia Page. Irreverent. 
http://www.paranoia.com 

l-WAY PHOTOMAT Don't drive to the 
drugstore to pick up those snapshots. Log 
on to Seattle FilmWorks' Web site and 
download your photos (24 of ’em) for about 
$8. What a great development. 
http://www.filmworks.com/ 


Package Deals: All Together Now 


WATCH THAT CURSOR 

Tired of watching the same 
old hourglass, day in and 
day out ? Replace it with 
a nifty animated cursor. 

EP Cursors contains ten 
original, animated 
cursors that you can 
use with Windows 95. 

File: EPCURS.ZIP 
Size/Time*: 24K/30 seconds 
***** 


ICONS, ICONS, ICONS 

Is your desktop starting 
to look bland and 
uninteresting ? Spice it 
up with some new and 
exciting icons. This 
collection is loaded 
with more than 
3,000 of them. 

File: 3000ICON.ZIP 
Size/Time*: 575K/14 minutes 


BEAVIS AND BUTT-HEAO 

Hey, Beavis! The WAV 
files in this collection 
don’t suck. Hehehe. Yeah. 
Watch me make this one 
my Windows start-up 
sound. Yeah, Butt-head. 
Hehehehe. That was 
really cool. 

File: BEAVIS.ZIP 
Size/Time*: 339K/9 minutes 


Ratings: ***** Climbing a stairway to heaven. **** Won’t you fly me to the moon? 

*** I was bom in the U.S.A. ** On the highway to hell. * Oh no, I’m stuck in Lodi again. 



FOUR WHEELIN’ Do you love what Toyota 
does for you? Then test drive Toyota’s 
Web site today. 
http://www.toyota.com/ 


FreeStuff is written by Dylan 
Tweney. Downloads? E-mail 
Dylan_Tweney@zd.com. I-Way 
Patrol is written and edited by 
Rich Schwerin. I-Way reports? 
Favorite homepage? Send e-mail 
to Rich_Schwerin@zd. com. 
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I Network Perfect CD-ROM Solutions \ 

Built for the Demands 
of your Network. 



Flexible, Expandable and Reliable Network CD-ROM Solutions from Plextor. 


You’ve got the demands, Plextor delivers. With powered 
up performance, seamless upgradability, and a lot of ease. 

Fact is, Plextor’s flexible CD-ROM solutions have the 
stuff to satisfy the friendly and the fanatical in your 
group. That’s what being network perfect is all about. 

Like giving everyone across the network access to every 
disc at the same time. Something no ‘juke” can perform. 

The network perfect Plextor also delivers a bounty of 
choice. Including our CD-ROM Tower and our new 
PlexServer-a dedicated CD-ROM solution 
built to take the heat off your server. Both 
offer the right configuration, with towers 
upgradable from 4 to 7 drives. And the 
PlexServer that comes fully equipped with 


7 drives (add multiple towers and access up to 28 discs). 
Each sports our award-winning 4X or 6X drives or both. 
It’s up to you. 

You want reliability? We’ve got hot swap drives that 
put down the down-time. Plus hot swap power supplies, 
including redundant power in the PlexServer. 

It’s peace-of-mind in a box, all supported by Plextor. 
And all platform friendly to DOS; Windows® 95,3.1 & NT) 
Mac; OS/2; UNIX; NetWare; Vines and other networks. 

So what are you waiting for? Demand some¬ 
thing network perfect. Start by calling us 
now at 1-800-4PLEXTOR (1-800-475-3986). 



Plextor 


Circle 280 on reader service card. 
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Live Lexicons 



S ome people are born with the ability for total recall, 
instantly retrieving obscure facts about any topic. They’re 
the people everyone avoids at parties. Still, having a bunch 
of facts available is handy at times: the perfect quote or just the 
right cogent fact to cinch the deal—or a way to check if you 
used the word cogent correctly. Here are some CDs to help. 



Twentieth Century: Live the 1900s 
with OurTimes’ visual coffee-table CD. 


OUR TIMES OOOOO 

This CD is part reference, 
part history, and part entertain¬ 
ment. Our Times captures the events, big 
and small, that have shaped this century. 
History books always seem to be about 
politics and war, but this world is a lot 
more complex and interesting. It’s where 
the Nuremberg trials are the most impor¬ 
tant event of one year, and the invention of 
the transistor is the most important one the 
next. A photo-studded time line highlights 
the social, scientific, artistic, cultural, and, 
yes, the political events that had the most 
impact every year from 1900 on. It also 
includes, for each decade, a video that 
brings these highlights to life. If you missed 
some of the 20th century’s historic hap¬ 
penings, this is your best way to catch up. 

Our Times: Multimedia Encyclopedia of the 20th 
Century/Vicarious/ [800] 465-6543, [415] 610-8300/ 
$70 est. street price / Reader Service No. 799 


COMPTON’S REFERENCE 
COLLECTION OOOOO 

Here’s another perfect excuse to 
buy a CD-ROM drive. Like Microsoft’s 
killer CD, Bookshelf, Compton’s Refer¬ 
ence Collection is an all-in-one bundle of 
essential reference works including The 
Elements of Style, which by itself is 
enough for this CD to find a place in my 
ready-to-run stack. It also offers guides 
on business writing, forms, and quota¬ 
tions—plus a dictionary, a thesaurus, and 
an atlas. Whew! The collection is on par 
with Bookshelf, but harder to use: Comp¬ 
ton’s doesn’t include an always-on-top 
toolbar you can use from other applica¬ 
tions, and the search engine is confusing. 
However, I like right-mouse-button 
clicking to copy text directly to a word 
processor. Compton’s leans more toward 
business use than Bookshelf does, but 
Bookshelf remains my first source for all 



Encyclopedia Exotica: Compton’s 
boasts a time line and the classics. 




those troubling facts and rules of grammar 
I keep forgetting. Nonetheless, I’m keep¬ 
ing this collection in the wings. 

Compton’s Reference Collection / Compton's 
NewMedia / [800] 261 -6109, [619] 929-2500 / 

$59 est. street price / Reader Service No. 8oo 


| CARTOPEDIA OOO 

d The maps and charts on this 
3 atlas CD are handsome, so it’s 
disappointing that there are not enough 
of them. The reason there are so few may 
be the scale of the maps, which zoom in 
to where one inch equals about 150 
miles in the United States, but still look 
small on a high-resolution screen. Lots 
of little bits of interesting text and 
graphs pop up with the click of an icon, 
but multimedia is scant. The U.S. map 
has only three highlights: videos of 
Hawaiian volcanoes and of Old Faithful, 
and a photo of New York City. It lacks 
the detail that sends map freaks—and 
there are such people—into ecstasy. 


Cartopedia: The Ultimate World Reference Atlas / 

DK Multimedia / [800] 225-3362, [212] 213-4800 / 

$50 est. street price / Reader Service No. 8oi 


S Infopedia is the poor cousin of 
all-purpose reference CDs. The 
titles it contains are decent enough— Web¬ 
ster’s Dictionary, Hammond Atlas, World 
Almanac, Roget’s Thesaurus, Merriam 
Webster’s English Usage, Merriam Web¬ 
ster’s Biographical Dictionary, Merriam 
Webster’s Dictionary of Quotations. And 
it’s the only one-stop collection with a com¬ 
plete encyclopedia. Funk & Wagnails. But 
none of its references are the kind of must- 
haves that most people don’t own, like The 
Elements of Style, nor do the works have the 
business focus found in Compton’s Refer¬ 
ence Collection. And Infopedia doesn’t 
have the polish and easy accessibility of 


1 OOOOO Outstandingly good; of exceptional merit. OOOO Suitable fora purpose; 
1 effective. OOO Ordinary; average. OO Scanty; inadequate. O Not good; defective. 
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Sum of Its Parts: Infopedia features 
animations and decent search tools. 


Microsoft’s Bookshelf. Instead, it has a big 
selection of animation, videos, and sound 
clips covering topics from the cry of the 
American elk to the national anthem of 
Zimbabwe. It also includes an excellent 
tutorial and some handy tools, including 
one that lets you collect and save the final 
hits from a search for a single project. 
Infopedia: The Ultimate Multimedia Reference 
Tool / Future Vision Multimedia; SoftKey Int'l / 

[800) 227-5609, (617] 494-1200 / $60 est. street price / 
Reader Service No. 802 


* ENCYCLOPEDIA OO 

S No it’s not the Guinness Book 
of World Records, but something more 
like the USA Today of encyclopedias. 
Every screen is a colorful concoction of 
art and text with virtually no depth. 
Organized by categories rather than 
alphabetically, Guinness’s two-disc set 
offers only two ways to search for a 
topic: travel down the category menus 
or scroll through long lists. This is fine 
for lazy strolls through the universe, the 
human body, literature, or philosophy. 
And it perfectly matches Father Guido 
Sarducci’s idea of the 20-minute univer¬ 
sity—you learn only the things about a 
subject you’d remember after you’ve 
been out of college for five years. 


The Guinness Encyclopedia / Wayzata Technology / 
(800) 377-7321, (218) 326-0597 / $30 est. street price / 
Reader Service No. 803 


O THE OXFORD ENGLISH 
DICTIONARY OOOO 

The Oxford English Dictionary 
is too much of a good thing. This is 
the authoritative dictionary in the schol¬ 
arly world, and it can tell you more about 


each word in the English language than 
you imagined there was to tell. But it’s 
overkill for someone who just wants to 
look up the meaning of chernozem. This 
dictionary does omit some words, par¬ 
ticularly those associated with comput¬ 
ing, such as GIGO (garbage in, garbage 
out) and personal computer. And this CD 
is devoid of rudimentary multimedia 
touches such as word pronunciations. 
But these are minor flaws compared with 
one serious mistake: its price. At $895, 
this is priced as if it were selling on paper. 
Its creators should have looked up one 



An Oxford Education: You'll need 
one to digest all of the etymologies. 


term in the dictionary: mass merchandis¬ 
ing. Good as this CD is, it’s difficult to 
justify its cost compared with an excellent 
CD dictionary like the Random House 
Unabridged Electronic Dictionary (see 
CD-RON, March 1995, page 320). 

The Oxford English Dictionary, Second Edition / 

Oxford University Press / (800) 445-9714 / 

$895 direct sale only / Reader Service No. 804 


, BRITANNICA CD 2.0 


Britannica is the New York 
Times of encyclopedias—authoritative, 
extensive, gray, and dull. This new ver¬ 
sion tries to dress up for computing’s 
never-ending multimedia party, but you 
can tell it doesn’t feel very comfortable in 
its new outfit. The illustrations are unat¬ 
tractive and, there are no animations, 
videos, or sound clips on the disc. It does 
have an interesting Netscape-style inter¬ 
face, although no online hooks are in 
place yet. Another gripe: You have to 
connect a copy-protection plug to your 
parallel port before Britannica will run. 
Oh, and the price! I still give it a 



It’s Not a Browser: Britannica lacks 
multimedia, but adds a Web interface. 

three-CD rating because the content is so 
good. But almost 1,000 bucks? Come on. 
Nothing’s that good. 

Britannica CD 2.0 / Encyclopedia Britannica / 

(800) 323-1229, (312) 347-7000 / $995 list price / 
Reader Service No. 80s 


■ SCIENCE FICTION 

OOOOO 

Does a part of you exist in a world 
where little green men are real? Where peo¬ 
ple travel to the stars, sailing through time, 
and aliens aren’t from neighboring coun¬ 
tries? Yes? Then you must have Science Fic¬ 
tion: The Multimedia Encyclopedia of 
Science Fiction. Forgive the redundant title. 
This is one of the best combinations of con¬ 
tent and presentation I’ve seen on CD. It 
lets you explore science fiction by concept— 
time travel, life forms, technology—and by 
author or movie. Based on a Hugo 
Award-winning book, the text (with over a 
million words) explores important sci-fi 
concepts, including videos of some of the 
genre’s best-known writers. 

Science Fiction: The Multimedia Encyclopedia 
of Science Fiction / Grolier Electronic Publishing / 
(800) 285-4534, (203) 797-3530 / $49 est. street price / 
Reader Service No. 806 



Sci-Fi Highs: Search for monsters and 
movies in the sci-fi encyclopedia. 


PC Computing (ISSN 0899-1847) is published monthly by Ziff-Davis Publishing Company, One Park Av 
offices. Postmaster: Send address changes to PC Computing, P.O. Box 58229, Boulder, CO 80322-8229. Pr 
Agreement No. 278513. The Canadian GST registration number is R123669673. 


New York, NY 10016. Second-class postage paid at New York, NY 10016, and at additionalmailing 
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Just That Simple. 


New Version 5 for Windows! 


Where can you find small-business 
accounting software that’s incredibly 
powerful, recommended by accountants, 
and a snap to learn? The answer 
is simple - NEBS’s One-Write Plus" 
for Windows. 

One-Write Plus makes it easy to automate 
everything from checkwriting to payroll, and 
requires no prior knowledge of accounting 
systems. Our electronic system gives you 
everything you need to handle your accounts 
in one user-friendly, low-cost package: checkwriting, 
invoicing, accounts payable and receivable, payroE, 
budgeting, and general ledger. System features are 
organized in easy pull-down menus, written in 
plain Enghsh, and designed to deEver bottom-line 
improvements quickly. With a suggested retail 
price of only $89.95, One-Write Plus offers a risk¬ 
free path to computerized accounting. 

Running a business is a complicated proposi¬ 
tion. One-Write Plus lets you spend less time 
crunching numbers, and more time growing 
your business and serving your customers. It’s 
just that simple. 

Call 1-800-388-4344 for the name of the 
reseller nearest you. 


• Checkwriting 

• Billing/Invoicing 

• Receivables 

• Payables 

• Payroll 

• Budgeting 

• General Ledger 



INEBSp SOFTWARE & SERVICES 

Smart Software ForToday’s Entrepreneurs. 

One-Write Plus and the NEBS Software & Services logo are registered trademarks of NEBS, Ii 

Circle 220 on reader service card. 
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Hi List 


Bookmarks of the Rich and Famous 

Draw! This month our banditos got an itchy trigger-finger and 
blasted through every barroom brawl, shoot-out, and stickup 
they could find—just to get a bead on writer-director-actor- 
producer-ex-mayor Clint Eastwood and his bookmark list. 
Check out these links, guaranteed to make your dav, here and 
online (http://www.zdnet.com/~pccomp/). 



4k 


The Good 

The Clint Eastwood . 
Homepage 

http://fremont.scs.unr 

.edu/~douglas/clint/ 

The Bad 

The Bridges of Madison 
County (film’ review) 
http://www.film.com/ 
film/reviews/bridges 
.stranger.html 
And the Ugly 
Clint vs. the National 
Enquirer 

http://matriK.mdn.com/ 

jconline/1020nl5.htm 

Go Ahead. Make My Day 

Daily Inspiration 
for Living 

http://reality.sgi.com/ 

employees/keithk„ 

engr/inspire.htm! 

Do You Feel Lucky. Punk? 

Lucky Lotto-Number 
Suggestions 

http://www.qldnet.coni 
.au/webusers/pages/ 
captive/lotto/lptto.htm 
Dirty, Hairy 
Dog Lovers’ Page 
http//www.petnet 


dog.html 


fife* 


Dirty Hari 

NewGoiok.i: A Krishna 
Farming Community 
httpi/www.webcom 
.com/~goloka/ 

Fistful of Dollars 

Form 's 40 Highest -Paid 
Entertainer' I J 

http://www-cgi.cnn 
com/SHOWBIZ/misc/ 
bucks/indOx.html 
For a Few Dollars More 
Eastwood: The CD- 
ROM from Starwave 
http://www.starwave 
,coni:80/cdrom/clint/ 
index, html 
Unforgiven 
The Completely 
Unauthorized Hugh 
Gant Page 

http://ucsub.colorado 
.edu/~ kri tzber/nevv/ 
hugh/hugh.htmt 
Mayor, Schmayor 
See How Thev’d Run 
http^/pathfi ruler 
@@tlFsnvvGN4gEAQ 
Add/ew/951117/movies/ 
mov-prez bar.htmllfrev . 
Play Misty for Me 
’Iftc Ella l-itzgerald 
HomePage 

|ttp : //www.geopages 

itom/WestHollywood/ 

1074/ 

Tools of the Trade 

The Gun Page 
http://www.prairienet 
jarg/guns/ 


"I know wtiat you're thinking.... 
Did he fire six shots or only five? 
But being this is a .44 magnum, 
and will blow your head clean 
off, you've gotto ask yourself a 
question: Do I feel lucky?" 


Tightrope 

The Flying High Circus 
http://www.fsu.edu/- 

m peters/f sucircus. htm I 

Sequel Material 

The Bridges of Portland, 

Oregon ff 
http/Avww.teleport 
,com/-bizave/ 
portland/bridges/ 

Any Which Way but Loose 
The FBI’s Ten Most 
Wanted Fugitives 
http://www.fbi.gov/ 
toplist.htm 
Sudden Impact 
Motorcycle Demolition 
Derby * 

http://avion.db.erau 

.edu/avion/issues/ 

spring95/issue9/ 

metro 3 .html 

Dinner Music at the Hog’s 
Breath Inn 

Rawhide Theme Song 
httpZ/www.tvtrecords 
com/tvbytes/sounds/ 
showyrawhide.au 

The Squint Look Is (hit 

Blue Blockers 
(sunglasses) 

http://www.snni.com/ 
ferguson/sun 1 .htm 
Paint Your Wagon 

Auto Detailing FAQ 
http://www.fn.net/ 
-jfcauto/faq.html 

Old-West Action Spells Clint 
Eastwood 

: ftert Grave Near Mars 
(Internet Anagram: : 
Server) * 

htto://www.word : ; 
smith.org/awad 
-cgibin/anagfara : : 


In the Line of Fire 

National Rifle 
’■ Association 

http://www.nra.org/ 

New Ways to Say “Stick 
’Em Up” 

The Cowboy Poetry 


.uidatio.edu/-connie/ 
cow-poet.html 
Heartbreak Ridge 

A Guide to Lover s'Leap 

httpu/www.webcom 

.com/~tv*ainweb/ 

loveleap.html 
Home Page 

CanuebBy-The-Sea 
. http//www.monterey 
.cdm/carmel/carmel 

htm 

Online Chat 

A Talk with Clint 
Eastwood 

http://www.wbr.com/ 

4 ,: bridges/clint.htm 

But What I Really Want to 
Do Is Direct 

The Bridges at Vadim jk 
County Home Page - M 

http //pathfinder com/ iiJm 
t£4?G7oi:pEH5wEAQ 'fTp 
A9d/twep/bridges/ 
bridges.html 
Favorite Supporting Actor 
The Orangutan Page 
http://www.indobiz 
.com/orang.htm 
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Dependable Notebooks 
With Superior Battery Life 




DELL LATITUDE " XPi P75D • 

75MHz PENTIUM' PROCESSOR . L 

* 10.4" Dual Scan Color Display • 0[ 

* 8MB RAM (40MB Max RAM) Of 

* 256KB L2 Cache * 1 1 

* 540MB Removable Hard Drive * Dt 

(1.2GB Max) on 

* Smart Lithium Ion Battery with Busi 

Advanced Power Management Orde 

* 32-bit Local-bus Video, 

IMB Video RAM 


... Pound. 

Optional Dell Latitude 
DeskDock™ Available 
1 YearWarrantyt' 

Double your RAM to 16MB for 


Our New 

Pentium Chip-based 
Latitude XPi 

$2499 


IT'S LIKE GETTING THIS MUCH BATTERY LIFE 
IN A PENTIUM CHIP-BASED NOTEBOOK. 



The way some office meetings go on 
forever, you'd think you were passing a 
bill through Congress. Luckily, though, the 
Dell Latitude XPi comes with the battery 
power to keep up. 

Available in 75, 90, or 120MHz, this 
Pentium® processor-based notebook packs 
the necessary power. But it also packs 
the necessary battery juice. At the core 
is Dell's smart Lithium Ion battery and 
power management technology. Throw in 
Intel’s new LM Pentium chip, and, bam, 
this thing's lasting for hours. 

In fact, in "Cross Country"™ tests 
conducted by VeriTest," inc., a leading 
independent test lab, the Dell Latitude 
XPi P75D dual scan notebook lasted an 
average of four hours and forty minutes. 
Of course, actual battery life will vary 
depending on the nature and use of 
your configuration. 

Get the Dell Latitude XPi today. And 
get through those meetings that last into 
tomorrow. 

P6U. 


TO ORDER, CALL 


800 - 433-2967 

In Canada? call 800-668-3021 
Mon-Fri 7am-9pm CT • Sat 10am-6pm CT 
Sun 12pm-5pmCT • http://www.us.dell.com/ 

1 Keycode #02084 | 



Pentium 


Designed for 


Microsoft * 

Windows®95 











• 10.4" Dual Scan Color Display 

• 8MB RAM (40MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• 540MB Removable Hard Drive 
(1.2GB Max) 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery with 
Advanced Power Management 

• 32-bit Local-bus Video, 1 MB Video RAM 

• 2 Type 11/1 Type III PCMCIA Slots 

• 6.2 Pounds 

• 1 Year Warranty 1 

• Add an external Sony multimedia 
kit with detachable speaker and 
CD-ROM for $499 more. 


• 10.4" SVGA Active Matrix Display 

■ 8MB RAM (40MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• 420MB Removable Hard Drive 
(1.2GB Max) 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery with 
Advanced Power Management 

■ 32-bit Local-bus Video, 1 MB Video RAM 

■ 2Type 11/1 Type III PCMCIA Slots 

■ 6.2 Pounds 

• 1 Year Warranty 

k Double your RAM to 16MB for 


• 10.4" Active Matrix Color Display 

• 8MB RAM (24MB Max RAM) 

• 128KB L2 Cache 

• 540MB Upgradeable Hard Drive 
(810MB Max) 

• $99 More for 2nd NiMH Battery 
(Slides into floppy drive to 
achieve extended battery life) 

• 32-bit Local-bus Video, IMBVideoRAM 

• 2 Type 11/1 Type III PCMCIA Slots 

• 6.2 Pounds 

• 1 Year Warranty 

• Upgrade to an 81L 
for only $200 more. 


Business Lease: $137/Mo. 


In Canada* call 800-668-3021 
Mon-Fri 7am-9pm CT • Sat 10am-6pm CT 
Sun 12pm-5pmCT • http://www.us.dell.com/ 
| Keycode #02085] 





























SURE OTHER PCs CAN RUN 
PC MAGAZINE JUST THINKS 1 


DELL DIMENSION XPS Pro150 

150MHz PENTIUM® PRO PROCESSOR 

• Mini Tower Model 

• 16MB Memory (128MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB Internal L2 Cache 

• 1GB Hard Drive [10ms] (2GB Max) 

• 17LS Monitor (17" CRT. Nl) 

• 9FX Motion Graphics Accelerator with 
2MB VRAM (128-bit 4MB VRAM Max) 

• 4X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• MS Office Professional with 
Bookshelf for Windows 95 

• Dell Software Suite 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 
Free Support 

• Upgrade to 32MB of Parity Memory 
for only $720more. 


DELL DIMENSION XPS P166c 

166MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• Mini Tower or Desktop Model 

• 16MB EDO Memory (128MB Max RAM) 

• 512KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 2GB Hard Drive [10.5ms] 

• 17LS Monitor (17" CRT, Nl) 

• 9FX Motion Graphics Accelerator with 
2MB VRAM (128-bit 4MB VRAM Max) 

• 6X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Drive 
•MS Office Professional with 

Bookshelf for Windows 95 

• Dell Software Suite 

• AWE32 Wave Table Sound Card 

• Altec Lansing ACS-5 Speakers 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 
Free Support 


DELL DIMENSION XPS P133c 

133MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• Mini Tower or Desktop Model 

• 16MB EDO Memory (128MB Max RAM) 

• 512KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 2GB Hard Drive [10.5ms] 

• 17LS Monitor (17" CRT. Nl) 

• 9FX Motion Graphics Accelerator with 
2MB VRAM (128-bit 4MB VRAM Max) 

• 6X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• MS Office Professional with 
Bookshelf for Windows 95 

• Dell Software Suite 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 
Free Support 


$3999 

Business Lease*: $144/Mo. 
Order Code #500180 


DELL DIMENSION XPS P120c 

120MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• Mini Tower or Desktop Model 

• 16MB EDO Memory (128MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 1GB Hard Drive [10ms] (2GB Max) 

• 15LS Monitor (15" CRT, Nl) 

• 64-bit PCI 2MB DRAM Video 
(128-bit 4MB VRAM Max) 

• 4X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 
Free Support 

+Add the HP DeskJet 855C for 
only $549 more. 


$2199 

Business Lease: $81/Mo. 
Order Code #500193 


$3649 

Business Lease: $131/Mo. 
Order Code #500188 


DELL DIMENSION XPS PIOOc 

100MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• Mini Tower or Desktop Model 

• 16MB EDO Memory (128MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 1GB Hard Drive [10ms] (2GB Max) 

• 17LS Monitor (17" CRT, Nl) 

• 9FX Motion Graphics Accelerator with 
2MB VRAM (12B-bit 4MB VRAM Max) 

• 4X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• MS Office Professional with 
Bookshelf for Windows 95 

• Dell Software Suite 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 
Free Support 

$2679 

Business Lease: $99/Mo. 

Order Code #500194 


$3299 

Business Lease: $122/Mo. 
Order Code #500190 



DELL DIMENSION PlOOt 

100MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

• Mini Tower or Desktop Model 

• 8MB EDO Memory (128MB Max RAM) 

• 1GB Hard Drive [10ms] (2GB Max) 

• 15LS Monitor (15 1 CRT, Nl) 

• 64-bit PCI 1MB DRAM Video 
(2MB DRAM Max) 

• 4X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 
Free Support 

• Upgrade to 2MB of Video DRAM 
for only $49 more. 

+Add a U.S. Robotics 28.8 Fax/Modem 
for only $149 more. 

Pictured System 

$1779 

Business Lease: $66/Mo. 

Order Code #500176 



★SYSTEMS FEATURED ARE JUST A SAMPLING OF THE THOUSANDS OF POPULAR CONFIGURATIONS AVAILABLE. 



• Mini Tower or Desktop Model 

• 16MB EDO Memory 
(128MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 1GB Hard Drive [10ms] (2GB Max) 

• 15LS Monitor (15" CRT, Nl) 

•64-bit PCI 1MB DRAM Video 

(128-bit 4MB VRAM Max) 

• 6X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Drive | 

• MS Office Professional with 
Bookshelf for Windows 95 

• Dell Software Suite 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 
Free Support 

• Add the HP LaserJet 5P for 
only $879more. 


$2499 


I • Mini Tower or Desktop Model 


• 8MB EDO Memory (128MB MaxRAMM 

• 540MB Hard Drive [12ms] (2GB Maxi 

• 14XE Monitor (14" CRT, Nl) 

•64-bit PCI 1MB DRAM Video 

(2MB DRAM Max) 

• 4X Multi-session EIDE CD-ROM Driifl 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 
Free Support 

I * Add a 3Com EtherLink III Network I 
Interface Card for only $109 more. I 
★ Upgrade to 16MB of EDO memory | 
i for only $290 more. 


$1499 


„ _ Microsoft*! 

PftnVHm Windows*95 I 
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DELL DIMENSION 
Reliable PCs For 
High Performance 
Computing 


• Mini Tower or Desktop Model 

• 16MB EDO Memory 
(128MB Max RAM) 

• 256KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 1GB Hard Drive [10ms] (2GB Max) 

• 15LS Monitor (15" CRT, Nl) 


* 6X Multi-session tiuc cu-nun 

* MS Office Professional with 
Bookshelf for Windows 95 

* Dell Software Suite 

* Microsoft* Windows* 95/30 D 
Free Support 

* Upgrade to a 17LS Monitor 
for only $300 more. 

Business Lease*: $92/Mo. 



BUSINESS WEEK 
CONFIRMS WHAT YOU 
ALREADY KNEW. 


In search of the perfect PC? Just ask Business Week. In its First Annual Computer Buying Guide, 
the Dell Dimension XPS P133c was rated #1 among the "Best Bets for PC Buyers.'" 
That's another best for Dell, a company famous for delivering the best performance, 
the best features, the best value. But that's probably not news to you, is it? 
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Microsoft* 1 

Pentium window^ 

as conducted by the National Software Tetting Laboratorif 


800 - 433-2785 

In Canada* call 800-668-3021 
Mon-Fri 7am-9pm CT • Sat 10am-6pm CT 
Sun 12pm-5pm CT • http://www.us.dell.com/ 
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